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On New Year's Day I completed the Soviet Journal and made it 
ready for the binder, The text for the report of the Soviet 
Mission had already been forwarded for printing by USDA. 

Barly in January Dr. Ignatieff sent me the second edition of 
Efficient use of fertilizers. Unhappily there were many small 
errors missed in proofreading and I sent him a page or two of these 
for the next printing. 

Although the National Technical Work-Planning Conference of 
the Cooperative Soil Survey could not be held while I was in India 
in 1959, several of the committees did meet and developed important 
reports for circulation to the staff, some of which were discussed 
at a meeting of the principal soil correlators and directors 
later in Washington. 

At the request of Mr. Oliver of the Development and Resources 
Corporation it was arranged that we would make a stop over in 
Teheran for a visit with Leo Anderson and Tom Mead about the work 
are: The Ford Foundation was agreeable to this and to 2 brief 
stop over in Rome for conferences with Dr. Ignatieff and Mr. Sen. 

We left for our trip to India, Viet Nam, and Hawaii on 
January 15. Besides the stops in Rome and Teheran we also made 
stops in Bangkok, Hong Kong, and Tokyo. 

Since a detailed India Journal in two large volumes covers 
the entire study trip it will not be covered in these notes, In 
addition the text of the Team's findings was printed almost 


immediately by the Government of India as Report on India's Food 


Crisis and Steps to Meet I%% 
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We returned to Washington April 29 and 1 had my first day in 
the office April 30. 

Due to my wife's diligence the India Journal was finished 
except for some of the photographs but I had a huge stack of 
correspondence, books, and journals. we also had a lot of work 
to rehabilitate the garden. 

On May 13 I went to New York City a bit early primarily to 
attend a very high level Symposium on Basic Research sponsored by 
the NAS, AAAS, and the Sloan Foundation. But first I made a call 
at the Ford Foundation and left our considerable expense account 
and visited with Frosty Hill, Gant, and Atwater, 

The following day the conference began in the auditorium of the 
Rockefeller Institute and was attended by the leading seientists 
of the United States. Professor Oppenheimer gave a brilliant 
address and pointed out that freedom for scholarship was as im- 
portant in the humanities as in science. He said we must avoid 
any priviledged position for the scientist over other scholars. 

The banguet that evening was addressed by President Hisenhower,. 

The conference was concluded at the end of May 15 and I returned 

to my office the next day. The proceedings of this conference were 
well edited and summarized by Dael Wolfle and published as Publication 
Number 56 AAAS, 1959. 

Between May 2); and 29, Val Silkett and I made the program 
review of Service work in Virginia. Although we realized the 
state conservationist, Mr. F. C. Edminster, had followed a very 


weak man, the program was still poorly handled. I went out with 
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a work-unit conservationist who had been in the Service many years, 
yet he could no more read a soil map than he could a Greek dictionary. 
Maps were going into the folders simply because they were supposed to. 
We saw engineering work for ACP that cost as much or more for 
the layout as for the cost sharing. Since this was so bad I got 
Mr. dames Coyle to go down later and make a more thorough study. 
He found so much bad that I told him to make his report only verbally. 
In the soil survey cooperation was not good with the state 
experiment station, wnich is probably due more to the uncooperative 
attitude of Professor Obenshain than to our staff in Richmond. At 
the end of the inspection we joined with Internal Audit. I am 
glad we did because they also had many criticisms of engineering, 
some of which were incorrect. 
This was not a pleasant visit because we had to make so 
many criticisms and some of these were quite serious. Later it 
was possible to make some shifts of staff, including the state 
conservationist, in order to improve the administration of the 
work there. 
That May Mr. Orvedal received a much earned distinguished 
service award, with gold medal, from the USDA. 
| For some time I had been trying to develop a training program 


in basic soil science for the rather few promising young men in 


the Soil Survey. The great majority had had poor curricula in 
college with little basic science. Most of them had had poor 


supervision and almost no intellectual leadership before 1953. 
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The so-called career program in the Service was essentially a formal 
and bitter joke. The performance ratings given the men were based 
almost entirely on accepted bureaucratic behaviou’ and certain 
traits of personality. A large part of the ratings of soil 
scientists were made by other people having no knowledge of soil 
science nor any ability to tell excellent work from very poor work, 
At that time we had about 1,000 people in the Service with the bur- 
eaucratic title, soil scientist. Over 90 percent of these were 
hardly good "technicians." Of this group a few had some potential. 
I had enormous opposition to my plan because I wanted the 
training in a good university. Personnel people favored "in-service" 
training of which the government has far too high a proportion, 
In-service training should be limited to special methods unique 
to operations. But I didn't use this argument. I pointed out 
that our top people were heavily scheduled and that we had no 
facilities.) Finally after spending a great amount of time I got 
the idea approved and brady of Cornell agreed to do it. Thef 
set up strictly basic courses with a very good stafi for six 
weeks, The Service paid the tuition of around $100 or a bit 
more for each man and their full expenses as provided for under a 
Seaeat training act of Congress. I did insist that the men buy 
their own books, Then we had an argument about grades. Mohagen 
insisted that we shouldn't have grades. She said, "A man might 
have a good reputation and get a poor grade." TI replied, "That is 


just too bad. I know enough about psychology to know that grades 
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have a lot to do with industry. Further, if a man gets a reasonably 
good grade he will gePgraduate credit for the work." 

This job took a long time to accomplish but it was finally 
approved. Notices went out to the state conservationists in the 
spring of 1960 and about 25 candidates were selected. Preparatory 
study material was sent to them in the summer and the first session 
was held in the autumn of 1960. Among Cornell, Iowa State, and 
Oregon State at least one session continued annually. This 
program partially made up for the downgrading of the soil correlators 
and gave a few bright boys their first chance. Some, of course, 
didn't benefit because of various combinations of poor education 
before and weak motivation. Perhaps some simply lacked native 
ability. But most of the weak were weak because of bad work and 
study habits within the Service. 

In subsequent years after the program was recognized as highly 
swe¢cessful the Personnel Division of SCS took all the credit for 
themselves including commendations from the Civil Service Commission. 
Later I tried very hard to get similar programs for training in 
economics for the work-unit conservationists but with no success 
whatever. And the "conservation" planning continued to be much 
poorer than it should because of extreme weakness in production 
economics and the economics of development. 

The Agricultural Marketing Service continued to go ahead with 

PACA | 
an elaborate questionaire,to farmers and others in selected 
counties. As it turned out we had been very well advised to insist 
on statistically selected samples and outside investigators, AMS 


promised a full report in the autumn. 
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We had planned a meeting of the principal soil correlators for 
early July. On the first of July Guy Smith fell from a rickety 
ladder and broke his hip. So the conference had to be postponed. 
In early July Bill Johnson came in for a short time. Also in 
July the organizing committee for the 1950 Congress met for two 
days in Madison to complete the basic plans to be detailed at the 


next Soil Science Society meeting. 


Karly in August I took a trip to our state offices in Columbus, 


Ohio and Kast Lansing, Michigan. Fortunately both states 

realized they had some serious problems, partly of technique 

and partly of cooperation within the states. The Ohio situation 
was bad because of the weakness within the University. Asa 
result, most of the funds were being appropriated to a politically 
oriented State Department of Natural Resources. 

During August I worked mainly on the plans for the Congress 
and heavy correspondence at home and abroad. 

Near the end of Aurcust Mommy took me to look at automobiles 
but no decisions were made, 

At the end of August I went to the state conservationists! 
meeting at another inconvenient resort place in the Black Hills -- 
"Sylvan Lake" near Rapid City. This meetint may have been somewhat 
better than the previous one. My own personal relationships with 
the state conservationists were excellent. 

While at the meeting Mommy wrote me thet she had found the 
car she wanted and was anxious for me to come home to see it. I 
wired her to buy it and meet me with it at the air station, which 


she did. 
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During September br. Simonson attended the meeting at Oxford 
of the working party on the soil map of Western Europe and then went 
to Rome, on annual leave, as a consultant to FAG. 

The long awaited report on published soil surveys came out 
from the Agricultural Marketing Service, It recorded a few criticisms 
that we had appreciated and had already taken care of about 3 or 
years previously. Most of the samples were drawn from soil surveys that 
had been published for some time and that were initiated during the l0s. 
The Soil Survey staff was enormously pleased with these results which 
showed a very wide and intellegient use of published soil surveys by 
farmers, engineers, and a wide assortment of other people. This 
should keep the carping criticisms down for awhile. (Eut with the 
help of E. A. Norton and Gladwin Young, the green goddess brought them 
up asain a few years later.) 

While working on the report in India the group suggested a de- 
tailed statement on shifting cultivation which I thought too long. 

Near the end they agreed and it was published in India in September, 
1959. The report of our mission in the Soviet Union came out about 
the same time. 

I got pretty well caught up on correspondence and papers to 
be published. Then on September 1 we had a two-week conference of 
principal soil correlators and directors in order to put the finishing 
touches on the Sixth Approximation toward a new system of soil classi- 
fication in time for the 1960 Concress in Madison. The boys had foxed 
me on this one. I had said, "No more publication of schemes until we 
have all the soils series within it." Now they said, "But, Doc, aren't 


we going to have anything for the Congress? And we can't possibly 
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get the soil series in now," 

On October 1 our first grandchild was born to our son, Robert, 
and his wife, Joan. She was named Elizabeth Joan. 

Between ‘@ectober }} and 10 Bill Johnson and I alons with Hugie, 
Passey, Hutchings, and others conducted a field review of the soil- 
range study in the inter-mountain states, These men were doing a 
most excellent job. They had located many isolated anc ungrazed sites. 
The soils and vegetation were studied over a cycle of years. It was 
easy to predict that this work would go far toward putting a firm 
basis under interpretations of soils for range Use. Except for a 
few isolated places, such as the three counties in western North 
Dakota -- McKenzie, Billinss, and Morton -- mapped in the early 1930s, 
the soil scientists and range men had sone their separate ways. Rance 
men had developed a hichly subjective, almost one 9 yo of what 
they called, "range site." They called that under undisturbed vegetation 
a climax or a range site in excellent condition. This study showed 
that such sites commonly had many bare places due to the natural 
processes without any grazing animals. fertatnty Enis research 
#4 destined to revolutionize these subjective ideals of range site and 
of range-condition class, But the opposition will be strone amons the 
old men in range work, They have learned by rote from the book and 
few of them have any basis for objectivity and scientific reasoning, 
In fairness to the men, however, much of the confusion hac resulted from 
Bennett's insistence that range men use the "land-use capability" 


interpretations, which had no value for range land. 
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At the conclusion of our trip and final conference in Salt Lake 
City I had a long talk with Dr. T. B. Hutchings, the state soil scientist 
in Utah, and certainly the best scholar among all our state soil scientists 
at the moment. Up to 1953 Metcalf had been state soil scientist and 
a close personal friend of the rather poor state conservationist, 

Libby. Everybody except Libby agreed that Metcalf was incompetent. 

But instead of dropping him entirely for some reason Williams let Libby 
keep him on the state staff as soil conservationist. Metcalf was very 
jealous of Hutchings and undercut him with Libby. The work had 
suffered. When I returned I expleined this to Mr. Williams with 
considerable vigor. He did take care of it with Libby and the work 
improved, 

After a very busy week in the office I left Thursday evening, 
October 15, for a seminar in the Economics Department at the University 
of Chicago, This was a lot of fun. Even when I disagreed with 
Ted Schultz, I liked him and found him very stimulating. 

During all of 1959 and especially in the autumn [ had a great 
deal of «trouble about state soil scientists. I was supposed to 
approve them before they could go to GS-13. This meant a continual 
battle with Personnel who knew nothing whatever about their qualifications. 
After long and unnecessary sessions a few bad ones got eliminated, but 
a few poor ones got approved by williams,in spite of my statements of 
their inadequacies, on appeals from state conservationists and Mohagen. 
Among others were the ones in Maryland, Alabama, Colorado, Nebraska, 


and Indiana. Hockensmith's continual support of his old cronies made 
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matters more difficult than they should have been, 

During the week of November 1 we had the Soil Science Society 
meetings in Cincinnati. Much of our time was taken up with detailed 
preparations for the Congress, Truog was appointed as the paid 
director. He had done a very good job in getting funds from private 
companies and some from government arencies. His effort had a great 
deal to do with the ultimate success of the Congress, 

The next week I gave a lecture at the Cosmos Club on India and 
carried on heavy correspondence and paper writing. 

I spent December 3 and part of the hth at the Agricultural 
Adjustment Center at Iowa State. A small committee of the Center, 
more or less chaired by J. C. Bottum of Indiana, had prepared a 
sort of handbook for colleges to use in planning research, teaching, 
and extension on agricultural adjustment. Both Professor Schultz and 
I strongly objected to the whole tone of it, and rather vivorously. 
The boys compromised but didn't fix it up much. Shortly after it came 
out it died a natural and unlamented death, 

On the evening of December 3 at Ames nothing had been planned 
for me. I noticed on the bulletin board that the professors in the 
humanities were having a seminar on John Stuart Mill. Someone 
suggested that I would be welcome if I wanted to go. i5o I went. 

It was a good session and I had a lot of fun even though I knew none 
of the participants personally. After the session one of the partici- 
pants came up to me and said, "A few of us get together after these 
sessions and have some coffee in a room we have reserved here in 


the Union, Would you join us?" I told him I should like it if I could 
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have tea. After awhile this group, including both senior and junior 
professors, took their hair down about the anti~intellectualism at 
Ames. Finally one of them said to me, "I've been here for more than 
ten years and this is the first time I've ever had a serious discussion 
on a subject of mutual interest with a senior man in agriculture," 
The others said the same. It was really shocked. I didn't sleep well 
that night. The next morning I agg blistered the lowa boys in 
agriculture. Jl told them, "The idea that these scholarly men have 
nothing to contribute to an agricultural program in Lowa is ridiculous, 
stupid, and downright anti-intellectual." I have been back to Ames 
many time since but something has always been scheduled in the evenings}! 
Still a few months later they did actually draw one of the political 
scientists into the research program of the experiment station and 
paid half of his salary. 

Before I left Ames I gave a taped lecture on the current situation 
in India, 

Except for a short visit to our office in Knoxville and to visit 
our son in Charlottesville I worked in the office on correspondence 


and speeches. 
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On New Year's Day I wrote a speech for use with slides from 
several countries on Soil response to management for Rutgers University. 

Then I worked some with my books. First of all I cannot remember 
anything before my grandmother was reading to me. She had an excellent 
Victorian taste in literature, 

Then as a boy just beginning to read by myself, I became a 
book collector. I worked on it off and on but money was a serious 
limiting factor except for a few happy bargains. In the moves from 
Kast Lansing to Madison and from Madison to Fargo and on to Washington, 
I saved only the nice things. I like open book cases and made my 
own except for one that we bought in the early 40's, This one had 
glass doors and three good shelves -- one for Marcel Proust, one for 
D. H. Lawrence, and one for James Joyce, These grew gradually, 
especially the Joyce section until his books crowded out those of 
Proust and Lawrence. 

When Mother died in 1953 we brought back my grandfather's 
beautiful old secretary and I used that for books that he had or could 
have had, especially the prize ones on early soil science. 

After about 1950 a bit more money was available and the soil science 
collection and the Joyce collections grew more rapidly. I made an 
excellent trade with Mr. Mohrhardt and was able to complete my 
collection of the agricultural yearbooks beginning with the first 
published in the Patent Office in 18h9. At the office I kept up 
the collections I had begun as a graduate student until they filled 
all the book cases I could get into the room. Dr. Marbut's son had 


given me some of his things and 1 had important international proceedings 
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as well as those of our own society. A big expense for much of this 
was in the binding. whereas at one time people had sent me reprints 
but by 1950 they were sending me books! Some of these will have to be 
thrown out some day. Continually I must go through the collections in 
order to keep only the very best: of the old and the current. 

Lucille and I talked a good deal about what we should do with all 
these books when I come to give up an office. All we decided was to 
cross that bridge when we came to it. In the winter of 1919-50 I 
had arranged with Cornell University that they would have all of my 
scientific, technical, and agricultural books, notebooks, manuscripts, 
pamphlets, and maps. tata Cheenyd to U3 Of Letsen. 

Lots of people have asked me why I concentrate on James Joyce. 
First of all, it is only a concentration because I always nat read 
widely and always bought a good many other authors also. oe are 
me that Joyce had influenced good writing in English more than any other 
Writer after Shakespeare and the compilers of the King James' Version 
of the Bible. He had a tremendous education and an unusually retentive 
memory. A study of his methods makes it clear that he was highly 
intellectual and strictly in the classical tradition. The only test 
I know for a good book, poem, or essay is the answer to this question: 
Is this the way the world is? It seemed to me that after reading some- 
thing by James Joyce the answer was always an emphatic "yes." But 
he did make drastic demands on his readers. Thus I was anxious to read 
what the Joyce scholars had to say because they had had more time to 
devote to him than I had. Yet some of them missed the boat pretty 
badly and the world would not suffer if a hundred or so of the books 


about him had never been written. Yet many have been extremely helpful. 
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As time Pin on it ms vee increasingly difficult and 
increasingly expensive to fill out the collection. An enormous 
number of universities and private collectors compete with one another 
for the first editions that remain in private hands. But I kept at it. 

A few days later I gave a training lecture in Fairfax, Virginia 
on soils and plants for the guidance of nurserymen in several companies. 
I had been giving many lectures on both vegetable and flower gardens 
around this area since the "victory gardens" began during World War II. 
Among India, gardens, Soviet Union, tropical soils, and the world 
food problem I spent many evenings talking with all sorts of groups 
near Washington and elsewhere. 

During 1959 and running into 1960 I had much correspondence with 
and about an old SCS range man named Miles working with ICA, He 
nearly succeeded in spoiling the good soil survey started in Chile by 
Roberts with the help of some good young: Chilean soil scientists. One 
of the Chileans wrote to me and asked that I write to their government. 
Instead I wrote to ICA for information. They sent me the plan which 
was ridiculous. I commented to them at length. The man plainly 
knew nothing about soils. He had made a bad record in Israel. Finally 
ICA took him out of Chile but sent him to Colombia and the whole 
process had to be done overt Such an incompetent man does vast harm, 
more than several good men can correct. It took a lot of my time and 
that of several other people in Washington and elsewhere to get him out. 

When in Iceland in 1950, and subsequently, I arranged for a soil 
survey and the plan was carried out. An Icelandic soil scientist came 
to the United States for training and then he and Dr, Iver ee went 
together to Iceland, They set up small areas for detailed soil survey 


and worked on a schematic soil map for the whole country with Dr. Bjorn 
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Johannesson. Sometime after his return to the United States, Dr, 
Nygard intended to write a report, but he died in 1953. Bjorn went 
ahead alone, slowly. In 1956 Dr. Nygard's notes were sent to him. 
Later in that year Mr. Orvedal and I went over his plans and made 
several changes including suggestions for a.considerably more detailed 
discussion of the soils and their rsidiara vations! It was arranged 
for Bj§rn to be here in 1959, He and Mr. Orvedal finished up the map, 
which was printed through an arrangement with ICA and our Cartographic 
Unit. Both Mr. Orvedal and I, and my son, helped him with the 
manuscript; and the wholé was finally published in Icelandic and 


English in 1960, 


I put a great deal of effort into my speeches for the Soil Congress 


in Madison especially the one for the opening session which required 
a lot of simple but timesconsuming statistical work, 

Again I had more trouble with my back but my physician could find 
nothing new and my blood tests were normal. I did spend a little more 
of my time in the evenings reading Joyce rather than all of it writing 
speeches. Correspondence was very heavy about the Congress and 
other problems. 

On January 25 Mommy and I left for New York and Boston. I 
Piiended the Northeast Regional Soil Survey Conference and Mommy went 
on to Boston where I hoped to join her. 

A few of the boys did pretty well especially in their early dis- 
cussions on suburban planning. But they already needéd a great deal 
of guidance, The state soil scientists for New Jersey, Maine, and 


Pennsylvania were particularly weak, 
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One evening I had dinner with Walter Lyford who wanted to leave 


the Service because of the downgrading of the senior correlators and 
lack of opportunity for research, This was a shame and I tried to 
talk him out of it. But I concluded that he would go as associate 
professor either to Johns Hopkins or Harvard. Harvard had offered him 
| a nice place near the Harvard Forest along with a nearly rent-free 
house for nis large family. 
| On the morning of January 27 I left tne conference and went to 
Rutgers for the illustrated speech on Soil response to management. I 
compared soil management on contrasting kinds of soil and contrasting 
management on the same kinds of soil. I had an appreciative audience 
of faculty, students, and farmers who were there for some special 
meeting. I went back to the conference in New York about 11:30 and the 
boys insisted I give them the same speech, I was very tired that night. 


The next day Loughery, state soil scientist of Pennsylvania 


reviewed his Ph, D. thesis on soil wetness. It was pretty bad. But, 
of course, no one at Penn State could have given him any help. And 


so it went. Most of the boys showed need for a lot more training, 


more than Dr, Bauer would be able to do alone. 


I then gave them a sort of final round up of what we needed to do 


| in organization, operations, and training with emphasis on self-directed 
study. I explained the possibilities of tne proposed Cornell course, 


I urged that in the future participants at these meetings have their 


assignments earlier and prepare their presentations for testing 
in advance, 

The afternoon of January 28 I went to Boston on annual leave and 
hate a couple of days with Mary Alice and Jack. We got home the evening 


of Sunday, January 31. 
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While we were at Sharon, near Boston, I learned that my dear 
friend Dr. Black was extremely ill and was expected to die, which he 
did on the 12th of April, 1960. It was certainly fortunate that 
Dr. Cavin and many other of Dr. Black's former graduate students had 
started early to get out for the Harvard University Press a splendid 
large volume summarizing his great achievements along with his tremendous 
bibliography. He had sent me this woriderful volume as a Christmas 
present , tne—pess dencsgne ror yaar I had a very difficult adjustment 
to a world without Dr. Black. 

Very early in February Frank Carlisle became director of our 
Lincoln Soil Survey laboratory. A tew months after that I wrote to 
him to avoid getting too much tangled up with a house. I was afraid 
that David Gardner might not work out and I might need Frank here, But 
I didn't want to tell anyone about it just then. 

Along about the 15th of February I received a paper from Frank 
Parker in FAO on fertilizer use in relation to grain by countries, He 
had drawn some beautiful parabolic curves which sugcested that if 
countries would simply apply fertilizers they would get greatly increased 
yields. (Actually several countries didn't, as in South Korea where 
fertilizers were pushed vigouously in an schnell program 
that left out the other essentials.) In my comments | explained all 
of this to him very courteously. Actually one can get the same 
curves by plotting crop yields against education, use of good varieties, 
and several other essentials. In some ways Parker is a reasonable 
man but he simply cannot understand the principles of interactions 


and probably never will. both Dr. Byron Shaw and Dr. Sherman Johnson 
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gave him the same criticisms but it did no good. He simply could not 
understand, 


About the middle of February we were saddened by the news that Macy 
Lapham had died. He was already an old ‘ian when I came into the Soil 
survey. His little book, Crisscross trails, for which I wrote a preface, 
was to become a prize piece of Western Americana. He had written 
of his own personal experiences in the west. ‘when he retired years 
before I urged him to write this and we gave him some stenographic 
help. 

In the middle of February several state conservationists were in 
and we had a good go about training needs,which | tei was helpful. 

For more than a year Williams had gone along with Norton in being 
critical of the Soil Survey publications. The reasoning was so absurd 
that I knew Norton was motivated only by revenge. 

The report by the AMS, which came out the previous autumn, negated 
all of this reasoning. And the state conservationists supported these 
publications, They gave them some specific and hichly valuable tools, 
The second week in February Williams asked for a comprehensive policy 
memorandum on Soil Survey publications. It was hard to know why 
he wanted this but I hoped he had lost his prejudice against them and 
the interpretations of the soils. 

Williams was a hard man to understand. He appeared to have no 
close friends in or out of the Service, I realized that he may have 


gotten some bad advice from Hockensmith who was not well informed on 


these matters and who had periods of feeling insecure. Probably he 
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expected a larger place than he could have handled, He continued to i 
support strongly in staff meetings the old SCS men who were doing badly. 
IT had no doubt that the going ahead would be rough. Williams was y 
playing politics at every opportunity. He was pretty good at it and i 
several of the staff spent their full time on it under his immediate | 
direction. Apparently he wanted to hold his job desparately regardless 
of the outcome of the next election. He was working hard to cet the 
Agricultural Conservation Program transferred to SCS, All of the men 
reporting to him were exceedingly subservient, except me. I simply 
couldn't have done it and been able to live with myself. I didn't 
expect any "heads to roll" because no one had any independent ideas 
that they expressed, except for Van Dersal to whom nobody paid any 
attention. Van Dersal had ability but no governor at all. He lectured 
widely on "management" but was himself utterly incapable of either 
supervision or administration. 

On February 22 I summarized where we stood on soil correlation 
in the field. The program work was poor in several states but 
especially in Utah and the northeastern states except for New York. 
There was not a single good man among the state conservationists in the 
northeast and only two good state soil scientists, Marshall of New York 
and Hetvt citar West Virginia, althougn Zayack of Massachusetts might 
develop. Koch of Virginia had been a great disappointment, I felt 
that I must get this training program going in Cornell if we were to 
have anything good. Too much of the mapping was still unpublishable. 

I also had trouble with Marve Schweers about his state soil 


scientist. He wanted to continue De Young whose work I knew well 
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from what he did in Montana. I had looked over his work in 1932. It 
was worthless and the whole survey of the Lower Yellowstone had to be 
redone. Happily, I was not overruled and a few months later Marve 
came into my office, he said, to apologize. I asked him, "For what?" 
He explained that he had thought that I had objected to De Young only 
for some personal reason but that now he knew betters; and that he 
wanted to apologize for even having the thought. 

We had our House hearings on February 23. 

I had a great deal of writing to do and correspondence to meet my 
committments for the Soil Congress. 

On March 11 I went to a meeting of the Society for International 
Development. This was a project promoted by Gove Hambidge who claimed 
he was almost penniless with a meager retirement from his government 
service and FAQ. My own inquiries showed that this was not true. He 
hoped, however, to make a good deal by editing the journal of this new 
society wnich he told me would be very appealing to all people in ICA 
and FAQ, especially those in the field. He had interested a rather 
uncertain group and did get a fair start. I had subscribed to the 
journal and found it rather dull but I thought I would give it another 
trial by going to this meeting. Immediately I got the impression 
that its main objective was to promote and eulogize Hambidge and a 
few others that were helping him, including Merion Clawson... Clawson 
had been a big disappointment. He was one of John D. Black's graduate 
students who had seemed very promising and got to be head of the 
Bureau of Land Management. when the Republicans came in they wanted a 


different man. He fought them and lost and went with Resources for the 
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Future -=- an outfit which had high promise but which hed accomplished 
essentially nothing. The staff was composed wholly of men with 
economic training who knew nothing about soils and the other earth 
sciences, biology, or technology. 

The papers at this meeting were very general and dealt mainly 
with the population question. I went for the second day and found 
the audience small and late in coming. Gordon Clapp made a fair speech 
but awfully general. The chairman whose name I've forgotten was 
impossible. Later Gove and his associates put on a big drive for 
members and for the organization of local chapters. But it didn't 
go. They made the common mistake of seeking out "big names" for 
speakers and for contributors to the journal. Most of these men were 
very busy and their speeches and articles were the usual placed, 
ghost-written generalities. I spoke to Gove once about having some 
articles by a few successful practitioners in technical assistance. 

But nothing was done to amount to anything. I subscribed to the journal 
for a year or two but gave it up as hopeless. It had no influence and 
died an unrecorded death. 

During the week of March 1) our cartographic heads met in Washington 
but with my heavy load of writing and correspondence I could spend only 
a little time with them. In addition, I had a lot of classified work 
to do for the Defense Department and also help to Klingebiel and 
Montgomery in straightening out the guidelines for capability groupings. 

In early April I gave a talk on soil conservation to the Kiwanis 


Club of Arlington. Curiously Don Williams had arranged for this. 
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I had gotten verbal approval from Williams for some more assistant 
principal correlators including one for Arnold Bauer since Lyford had 
decided to leave on June 1 to join the staff at Harvard Forest due to 
the downgrading of the correlators and the ineptness of the young state 
conservationist in New Hampshire, Ken Grant. I had about decided on 
Bartelli who wanted the job since it was located at Cornell. But my 
staff outvoted me in favor of Jerry Paschall. Jerry had been the 
regional soil scientist for 50S in Milwaukee. After I came into the 
Service in 1952 he explained to me that he wanted to get back into 
soil science so when Dr. Nygard died I wrote a long letter to each of 
our cooperators in the Lake states and they agreed to the appointment 
and promised to help him. Further he wanted to be nearer to Pennsylvania 
where his aged parents lived. Guy Smith and Roy Simonson especially urged 
his appointment since this might be his only opportunity for a promotion 
and Bart would have many. Both Brady and Cline objected. The other 
men I had sent to Ithaca were made members of the Department of Agronomy. 
But this courtesy could not be extended to Paschall since he hadn't com- 
pleted a Ph. D. and had no signigicant scientific publications. I 
wrote them long explanations and agreed to explain the whole thing to 
Paschall in advance so that he would not expect it and thereby not be 
disappointed, which I did later at the Soil Congress meeting just before 
he went to Ithaca, 

On April 19 I attended the meetings of the Agricultural Board 
of the National Research Council, wnich included a dinner. The 


next day we had our Senate hearings. 
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April 2h to 29 we had our conference of the National Cooperative 
Soil Survey in St. Louis. Since having these meetings and the regional 
meetings nearly every year was taking a lot of time and travel: cost I 
was getting complaints from both the Service and the state experiment 
station directors. So it was agreed that we would not have another 
national meeting until 1963. ‘Then we sould have these the odd-numbered 
years and the regional ones in the even-numbered years. In addition, 


we could have formal meetings of national committees if problems 


were urgent. 
al 


This was the usual kind of meeting. Don Williams attended for 
awhile, I laid a great deal of emphasis on the soils engineering 
work, the research on geomorphology, the need to imprve our correlation 
of soil series, and the urgency of completing the system of soil 
classification. Orvedal made an excellent report on soils engineering. 
We had good discussions of small scale maps, of progress with forest 
and range interpretations, and of the problems in and around the cities. 
Near the end I summarized our plans for training and emphasized acain 
the need for the field men to read the Soil Survey Manual very carefully. 
If any parts didn't work well these ¢hould be corrected by formal 
memoranda before making departures from the Manual. 

From St. Louis I went on to Des Moines and Ames for a land-use 
seminar of the Agricultural Adjustment Center. J had talks with 
Doug Ensminger, Timmons, Pierre, and many others. because of mix ups 
in my ticket I didn't get home until midnight May © and without any 
bag. 


The load at the office was terrific. Dr. Fred, the former president 
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of Wisconsin, came and he and I went down to the National Science 


Foundation for an unpleasant but partially successful conference asking 


for a contribution to the expenses of the 1960 Congress, 


I spent May 16 and 17 at Auburn, Alabama with the soil 


scientists 


of the state, I noted that several of the young soil scientists 


introduced themselves as “area soil scientists" despite the 
the state conservationists had been told over a year before 


this title and position. M. E. Stephens was tne state soil 


without doubt the poorest one in the United States, He was 


fact that 
to abolish 
scientist and Wm 


an old 


crony of W. HE. Hearn. Hearn had gotten him to prepare a paper for 


+ 


the Soil Science Society meetings Years ago, so far as I know the only 


paper he ever gave. He harangued the boys for half an hour 


that 


texture was an important soil characteristic. It was terrible. 


Stephens hadn't improved since then. During the meetings he was 


like a bundle of laundry laid in a chair. All of the leadership 


for the group was supplied by Y. H. Havens, the senior correlater 


for Alabama and Mississippi. Havens had developed two fairly good men -- 


a boy named Kelly and especially a promising man named Perry, who much 


later became state soil scientist. While in Auburn I had a 


disappointing 


and almost ridiculous conference at the collese about graduate work 


in soil science. They were aiming to give Ph. Dts with a completely 


a 


inadequate staff except for one little man in soil mingrology. 


Medlock, the state conservationist, was not called, "“Ironhead," 


for nothing. Still I had been able to get through to him a 


few things. 


Just before I left, Perry and some of the other boys got hold of me in 


my room and wanted to know what I did to Mr. Medlock two years before. 
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1 assured them that nothing special; he heard my discussions of the 
work just like all the other state conservationists, I inquired why 
they raised the question. They told me that for years Medlock had been 
pounding them on the back for acreage. He would say, "If you can get 
30,000 why not 0,000, and so on. But they said, "He came back from 
the state conservationists meeting and called us all in and told us, 
‘gentlemen, we must improve our quality. These soil surveys will be 
* 
used for 30 years or more and they must be right.' Before that we 
had no time to study profiles or legends and now we have plenty of 
time. He hasn't said another word about acreage." As soon as I could 
after returning to Washington.[ checked up on the acreage, It had 
increased All of which coes to show that when the morale is high 
the men work about 2 or 3 hours more a day and don't know it. 

I spent May 23 in Chicago for a meeting of the Congress 
Committee, 

I worked furiously on papers, correspondence, tour guides, and 
the like during May and June. 

On June 22 I received an invitation to accept an honorary D. Sc, 
from Gembloux. My back was bad and with all of the Congress work I 
had to write to them that I would be glad to receive their honor but 
that I wouldn't be able to come to Belgium at that time. 

_From June 29 to October 10 Orvedal was in Germany on terrain 

intelligence work for the Defense Department. 

About June 30 I wrote essentially identical long letters to the 
Ford Foundation, Rockefeller Foundation, and Dr. Sen of FAO avout 
their suggestions for funding the publication of our world soil map, which 


would save untold millions of dollars annually in our technical assistance 
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problems by providing for the orderly transfer of the results of 
research and experience from one country or continent to another. I got 
helpful replies from the two foundations. But the letter to FAO was turned 
over to Parker. He used the idea for getting a new project in FAO, 

which had no staff or background for such a venture. 

I got fitted for a new back brace in the hope that it would help. 

On July 11 I gave a seminar at the University of Minnesota on 
technical assistance for Dr. S. 0. Berg's graduate students. This 
was a lot of fun, The following morning I had a general lecture and 
seminar on the work of the Soil Survey in our Minnesota state 
office, Then I went off to Salt Lake City and talked at a regional 
The 


fertilizer conference on Predicting soil response to management: 


role of benchmark soils. Here I got a chance to talk with the people 
from Oregon State about giving a training course like that planned at 
Cornell. I also had a nice talk with Dean Danny Aldrich who said he 
would like to hire McClelland from me, “He and I spent the evening 
listening to the Vemocratic Convention. 

On July 14 I had a fine field trip south of Salt Lake City. 
Several times Joe Libby had insisted I come out. I wrote to him that 
I would be there for a review of the range-soil research but he was 
away. I had written him that I would be there on July 1) but he 
had gone deer hunting or something and left a rather stupid man by 
the name of Townsend and Metcalf to take me out. At Lehi I met a 
first-class work-unit conservationist by the name of Gerald Hansen and 
an excellent soil scientist by the name of Lowell Woodward, In fact, 
the A.C, and all of the soil scientists made an excellent impression on 


me, The work in the field was good and we had a nice seminar, 
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I returned to Salt Lake City just in time for the evening banquet, 
which was terrible. I was at the head table and the fellow next to me 
was so drunk that he spilled his soup all over himself and the table 


and then slept inthis chair, The speaker was some sort of professor 


from Logan or someplace who supplemented nis meager salary by giving 


funny, presumable moral, after-dinner speeches -- a pure hypocritical 


showman, It was disgraceful. 


I returned to the office July 18 with a heavy load of work, I 
had to intercede personally with Undersecretary Morse to get approval 
for our long list of soil scientists to attend the Congress, But 
he was pretty good about it when I explained its importance, 

Customarily FAO had had its soil meetings for Latin Americans 
in South America, Working with Ignatieff, the State Department, and 
North Carolina State I had been able to arrange for the meeting to 
be held in 1960 at Raleigh. This made it possible for some of the 
Latin American soil scientists to go to the Congress. Dr. Smith 
attended in my stead and later reported an excellent meeting on soil 
fertility and soil survey work. 

Sunday, July 2) Mommy and I saw Thornton Wilder's fine play 
By the skin of our teeth at the Olney Theatre. Wilder was a close 
student of Joyce and especially of Finnegans Wake, which inspired the 
play. 

The next day Tom Mead from the Development and Resources 
Corporation called for some advice about a project. He had hardly 
gotten there before I received an urgent telegram from the director 


of the INHAC station at Yangambi. The Congolese were running mad and 
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UN soldiers were desperately needed. I supposed that I was the only 
person he knew in Washington. It took me about two hours of continual 
phoning to find the right man in the State Department but I finally did 
and he called the UN in New York. In the meantime Tom Mead rushed up 
in a cab to the Ghana Embassy and the ambassador got off an urgent 
telegram to Nkruma. Troops were sent. 

This business of Congo Independence was one of the most disgraceful 
incidents in American history, primarily because our people had 
almost no intelléeience about the Belgian Congo outside of Leopoldville 
and #lisabethville. Of course the Belgians were enormously to blame, 
They had done the best job of any of the European powers in Africa. 
Yet they had been there for only a very short time. In 1917 I met 
chiefs who had known Stanley, Then too, they had failed to make 
any proppeanda about their work, I had urged them on several 
occasions to set a forward date for independence. A professor at the 
Free University in Brussells prepared a scheme for such a treaty and plan 
in 1956, but the government still said, "It is too early." A few 
rascals like Lulumba (who went to jail for stealing postal funds) 
marshalled the witch doctors and got a revolution going. The 
Belgian government was weak at that moment, lost its head, and gave 
them their independence in 1960. The US representative stood up in 
the UN and supported the Soviets that all Belgian troops should be 
removed. The results could only be murder, economic chaos, and complete 
destruction of essential services. It turned out to result in the 
world losing fully one-half of the total competent research in tropical 
agriculture. And in a country of 30,000,000 people that had the 


resources for 300,000,000, 
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On August 21 have another kidney-stone attack. ‘This one was not 
so terrible because I knew right away what it was and had a supply of 
demoral to give myself shots, (How lucky that I wasn't in Belgiun.) 

I spent all day at the clinic. I told my physician that he had to get 
rid of the thing before the Congress. He said that I should speak to 
the stone. I told him, "You're the physician, I'm not asking you to 
give my lectures this month, I'm only asking that you fix me so I can 
give them." "That's fair enough," he replied. And it passed that 
evening. So I got back to the office the afternoon of August h. 

On August 3 I received all the fancy stuff from Gembloux including 
a gorgeous epitage, 

On August 9 Bramao came to see me. The FAO conference at Raleigh 
was just concluded. It was obvious that he had run out and left 
Dr. Ignatieff with all the work of the report. I asked him how 
Ignatieff was and he replied, "Oh he's all right but you know he's 
not much interested in this program." What a damn fool he was to talk 
to me like that about the most dedicated and highly motivated soil 
scientist in the world. 

About this tine we pegan to hear rumors of Billy Ligon's troubles 
in Georgia. It seemed that ne had been caught going slowly through a 
speed trap and had to pay a fine of $30. He was so mad that he wrote 
a letter to the Attorney General of Georgia, on official stationery 
using his official title, pointing out that the sheriff, police, and 
judge in the county-seat town were a disgraceful bunch of crooks, 

This was sent to the judge who forwarded copies to the Georgia senators 
along with an extremely abusive letter in which he foolishly called 


Ligon a communist. Actually, of course, billy missed that by an 
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extremely wide margin. A statewide order for his arrest was issued 
— with a plea to the Attorney General of Tennessee for extradition. 
Fortunately the local judge in Knoxville was a good friend of the 
Attorney General and of Billy Ligon. Througs him the extradition was 
denied in the most courteous terms and Killy got a new set of license 


plates. After the whole thing had passed over the Personnel Office 


of the Department heard about it and spent heavens knows how much 
money on an investigation which ended in Billy being charged on hour 
annual leave for the time he took composing the letter and }1.16 fine 


for the time his secretary spent typing it. This dragged on nearly 


all summer butsthe case was closed September 9, 1960 by a stupid 
bureaucrat’ with no sense of humor, xcept for writing on official 
stationery everyone was on Ligon's side. But Ke stayed out of 


Georgia for awhile. 


I went to Madison Friday, August 12 for the 7th Congress of the 
International Society of Soil Science and Mrs. Kellogs came the 
next day. We stayed in the dormitory where the foreign guests were 
housed, which was very pleasant indeéd. We were sorry that M. and 
Mme. Jurion couldn't come because of the Congo troubles and we 
missed a few other old friends. Sir John Russell was too old and 
too ill to come, and too busy writing. 

When the tour group came in from New York I expected Marlin Cline 
to give me the devil. But it was quite the reverse, Although 
he was very tired he had had a good time. The man chosen to be his 
business manager had sort of "gone nuts" and Truog had had to send 
out a man from Madison. Then two or three had gotten left at a stop. 


But after that everyone learned to be on the bus when he blew the whistle, 
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I asked him, "What was your greatest single impression?" He replied, 
"Those big fat German bottoms in the aisles," 

During the conference I had literally hundreds of side conferences 
with individuals and groups from all over the world, 

For the council meetings Van Baren had done almost nothing. His 
report was untyped and had many errors, We should have done our 
homework better and have been prepared to elect a better man in his 
place. But we didn't, which turned out to have been a big mistake. 
Early we had to decide a place for the next Congress. We had received 
invitations from Germany, Rumania, and Egypt. The debate was hot and 
I supported Rumania. The vote was close and we agreed to postpone the 
final decision until another meeting. At the second meeting Rumania 
got the most votes but not a majority of all votes, The constitution 
provided for a majority. Since I had written the constitution 
they all asked whether I meant an absolute or simple majority. I 
replied, "A-simplermajority," which gave the election to Rumania. 

My paper for the opening session, Productivity of the arable soils 
of the United States: 1927-1959 went over very well indeed. What I 
had done was to show what had happened to the efficiency of soil use 

pm 1927, 
in the United States since the previous Congress here, It was a 
shame that I hadn't brought along a few hundred extra copies, 

A little later in the program I chaired a session on tropical 
soils requested by FAO and gave an illustrated lecture on Shifting 
cultivation. Since this program was not a part of the official 


Congress program, the papers were published as a special issuesof 
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"Soil Science" for April, 1963. (The delay was due primarily to Georges 
Aubert. Finally I wrote him that we were going ahead with or without 
his paper and he got it in.) 

Near the middle of the session at Madison, Mrs. Kellogg and I 
had a nice dinner at the Edgewater Hotel, mainly for several overseas 
visitors who had been especially nice to us plus Dr. Bradfield and 
Professor and Mrs. Truog. As I recall they included V. Ignatieff, 
C. H. Edelman, René Tavernier, J. J. Fripiat, M. C. Gastuche, Manil of 
Gembloux, Professor and Mme. Turin, Norman Taylor, C. G. Stephen, 
Georges Aubert, B. Johannenson, R. Dudal, and L. Bramao. It was very 
pleasant and everyone seemed to have a good time. Frofessor Manil 
made a nice pretty speech based on the citation for my D. Sc. from 
Gembloux. (The Soviets had a party in the same place the following 
evening and used our flowers again!) | 

Several of our men had wanted to have some sessions with the 
Soviet delegates, This was finally arranged when we became aware that 
Professor Turin was head of the delegation in name only. The real 
head was a fine looking black-haired gal who taught English and Burmese 
in the University of Moscow. She had all the money and doled it out 
to the others with great reluctance. The Americans had to furnish them 
their cigarettes. Then to have the conference it was explained that 
both Turin and I must be present. We got a big room and had the meeting. 
First I explained that part of the men were primarily interested in 
classification of soils and another part primarily interested in their 
interpretation for use. Turin insisted that the two subjects were so 


closely related that they couldn't be separated, But the black-haired 
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4) a immediately said, "Those interested in classification will remain here 


while the others will move to the opposite end of the room." Thus 
was the matter settled. 

Then I made what turned out to be a colassal error, Many soil 
maps were exhibited at the Congress from all over the world. Ignatieff 
of FAO was asked to reproduce these so people could have them but he 
explained that FAO had no funds for this purpose. Then Kovda spoke 
up and said that UNESCO would be glad to do it. So Ignatieff, Kovda 
and I worked up a simple resolution addressed to FAO and UNESCO 
asking that they jointly reproduce these maps and similar maps that 
might be produced in the future. This seemed reasonable enough. But 
the trouble it caused hts abiaitatn hundreds of thousands of dollars. 
Kovda and Van Baren willfully and with malice twisted this simple 
resolution into one asking UNESCO and FAO to make a soil map of the 
world. Kovda in his position at UNESCO was able to exploit the 
vanity of Bramao and Frank Parker to get it started, At first Bradfield 
went along with this interpretation without bothering to read the 
resolution which didn't say that at all. 

We had another difficult conference about exchanging soil descriptions. 
The Soviets were trying very hard to get them from us. FAO could 
serve as the intermediary. But I would not agree to the release of 
any unpublished descriptions except to countries belonging to FAO, 

Kiven Norman Taylor told me I was bureaucratic. But these were the 


regulations of the United States Government. 
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The Seventh Approximation was-distributed to all participants. 
We had special conferences on this that got pretty warmsespecially 
from the French and the Soviets. Dr. Smith got a bit vague while 
Kovda was chairman. The question was over morphology vsogenesis. I 
explained the position as follows: A soil classification mst be based 
on morphology. But we had to know what was significant in morphology 
and that we knew from our studies of genesis and the responses of soils 


to manipulation. Thus genesis was very important, in fact vital, but 


one step removed from the classification itself, I don't know whether 
Kovda was trying to butter me up or not but he said, "That's the 
clearest statement we have heard on this question. Why didn't you 
make it earlier?" 

Then I also had a row with my Dutch friends who were always 
talking about "land classification" when. they meant "soil interpretation." 
I pointed out that land classification involved many other technical 
items and especially economics. I explained this at considerable length. 
Some time later my friend Kdelman wrote to me that the Dutch Society 
had agreed to make the change and complimented me on my persistence! 


Georges Aubert was a bit unhappy. The Organizing Committee had 


considered simultaneous translations into French and German, ‘hese 
3 would have cost us over 100,000. I had written to my friends in 


Europe whether or not they would help out so that we could use the 


money, as we did, to give a great many travel grants for soil scientists 


overseas who would otherwise have been unable to attend. They agreed. 
Then too, br. Hourbeau, then at the University of Maryland, helped 
enormously. Still on orders from his government poor Georges had to 


make a formal protest. 
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The Soviets had some beautiful new soil maps on exhibit. [I 
suggested to Turin I should like to borrow these but he said they 
couldn't loan them because they had no other copiess4 but then just 
before the post-Congress tours I raised the question with him again 
pointing out that I had had no chance to study them. I could do that 
in Jashington while he was on the southern tour. To my amazement he 
agreed. Immediately I called Orsini in Washington to have things all 
ready to copy them the moment I returned, 

Mommy left Madison early in the morning of August 2) to visit a 
friend in Chicago during the day. My train was late into Madison so 
I called the B. and 0, station in Chicago to give her a message. I 
got off the train in Chicago late with my baggage and all the maps. [I 
told the drive I would pay him double if Iecould make that train. Due 
to Mrs. K's charming personality or something they held the train to 
Washington a bout a half hour for me. I felt real complimented by this. 

I was back in the office on August 25 and Mommy left August 27 for 
San Francisco to attend the American Hospital Association Convention. 

The following week I was at the office trying to catch up as best 
I could. It was very hot in Washington. It was so hot that even our 
old grey cat, Finnegan, was willing to listen to the airconditioner for 
the first time, 

Mrs. Kellogg returned on the 2nd of September and the southern 

Ahh brid. 
tour of the Congress memes up the next day. We went down to meet the 
tour returning from the South, returned the Soviet soil maps to Professor 


Turin, and Mommy gave the Soviet ladies some stretch gloves, 
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During the next ten days Rene Tavernier and his son Dirk stayed 
With us. Louis Derr went to Nigeria for three months. Also Orvedal was 
in Burope on defense intelligience work. 

Beginning September 6 we had the annual meeting of the state 
conservationists in Washington. 

In September the Soil Survey directors, except for Orsini, plus 
Lyle Alexander, got their promotions to GS-15. This was in line with, 
or a little behind, Service policy generally but it did make an unfortunate 
gap between the grades of the principal soil correlators who remained 
at GS-1) and the directors at GS-15. I considered the jobs to be 
completely comparable in grade. The directors could specialize 
functionally whereas the principal soil correlators could only 
Specialize regionally. If anything, the principal correlators had 
the tougher jobs. ." 

Rene and Dirk left for Belgium Tuesday, September 13. 

I had very nice letters from Billy Ligon and Andy Aandahl about how 
much they enjoyed their jobs as tour leaders. I was enormously 
relieved that these tours were over without a bad incident. One 
silly overseas visitor picked up and ate some "mushrooms" in Southern 
California. They woulid have killed him except that a hospital got them 
pumped out in time. In fact we had a great many fine letters about the 
tours from the participants. 

On September 15 Don Williams left for India, when I heard he was 
going I offered him my journals. I don't know how much he read but he 
commented on some items. This was all very curious. Previously he 


had shown a complete lack of interest in the foreign programs and 
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and recommended some embarrassingly poor SUS people to ICA, Certainly 
he hoped to gain something for himself although I didn't know what. He 
had said several times that people should retire when they reach their 
62nd birthday, which is silly, for 62 is much too early for some and 
mach too late for others. He may be looking for a spot with the 
Development and Resources Corporation or something like that. 

On September 2); Mary Alice had a daughter, Stephanie Kellogg Schaefer. 
A little later I 9 Sharon to stay with her and I spent the 
next week end in Charlottesville to celebrate our granddaughter 
Elizabeth's first birthday. 

During September and early October I heard a lot of rumors through 
the men in the field that the CSS (later ASCS) was laying the groundwork 
to take over the SCS. This was simply the inevitable backfire from 
the attempts of Don Williams to get their Agricultural Conservation 
Program, 

I had a great deal of correspondence and many speeches to prepare 
so this period was a very busy one. October 11 I talked with the 
librarians concerned with biology and a couple of days later to the 
Association of American Fertilizer Control officials. In this second 
speech I clarified my thinking on The role of fertilizers in a changing 
agriculture, 

I had already heard rumors about the attempt of Kovda to use 
UNESGO funds to help Bramao undertake a world soil map program. Kovda 
knew as well as I that Bramao was incapable of doing this. but he 
bribed Van Baren to come to a meeting in Paris on the subject by paying 


his expenses. 
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November 2, Frank Parker called on me. He had Dawson with him 


from FAO and I had Orvedal. He wanted to talk about this world soil 


map. i made it clear to Parker tnat I could have no objection but it 
was a fraud to say that it was requested in any way by the International 
Society. He told me they planned to compile a map on the scale of 


1:5,000,000. I explained that a map at that scale would have no use 


for transferring farm experience from one place to another, It 
couldn't show enough base data so that readers could find themselves, | 
He agreed that we make a test in a little country somewhere at a scale 
of 1:5,000,000 and at a scale of 1:2,500,000. I pointed out also the 
enormous skill required in this work. We choose men for our World Soil 
Map group very carefully and give them a year of intensive training 
before putting them on the job for independent work. 

After the conference Dawson and Orvedal wrote out the agreements 
and Parker and I both signed the statement, which turned out to be 
a waste of time. I kept Ignatieff, Tavernier, Muir, Aubert, Taylor, 
Stephens, Edelman, and Bradfield informed of what was going on as best 
I could. 

Kennedy won the November election and the fat was in the fire. Mr. 
BE. L. Peterson resigned to head the Milk-Producers Trade Association. 
Ferguson who had been Director of Extension took his place for the 
remainder of the term. 

The Association of Land-Grant Colleges met in Washinston and I 
went down on November 15 to hear Kenneth Galbraith. lverybody expected 
him to talk about éducation. Instead he poked fun at them for awhile 
* in a very witty way. He said, tor example, "We have bought with money 


freedom from the labor of thought." He was really playing up to the press 
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and to Kennedy with his emphasis on trade balance and gold reserves. 
Some thought he hoped to be Secretary of the Treasury. He did become 
Ambassador to India until Harvard told him to resign or come home. 

(A couple of years later Russell Thackeray told me that he had invited 
Galbraith to speak on his ideas for financing education. He told me 
that Ken agreed to do this for a nice fat fee in advance. Actually 

he never touched the subject and didn't even stay for a question 
period. All of the officers were very put out.) Later in the meeting 
I had a brief session with the Soil Survey sub-committee of the 


Experiment Station Committee on Policy. Browning and Thorne knew 


_ something about it but Fortman and Lovorn had no idea why they were 


appointed,and neither did I. So it didn't amount to much. 

Late in November I learned of some bad scandal between the state 
conservationist and state soil scientist»of Louisiana and realized 
I must look into it as soon as possible. Since I had a meeting 
scheduled in Mississippi in Januery I scheduled one in Louisiana 
after that. 
60h Since we had been having difficulty in Arizona I scheduled a 
filed trip there with Bill Johnson beginning on November 29. we 


looked over much of the work with Boyle, James, and others. The 


work in the field looked pretty good to me, including that cooperative 


with the Forest Service. The SCS range men were still obsessed with their 


Subjective "climax", In the discussions it became clear to me, and 
this was fully substantiated during the next two years, that the 


range boys were scared. Most of them were afraid of soil surveys. 
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They didn't understand them. They feared that once these were 
interpreted with good yield data that they would not have a job. (It 
was to take me six years to break their objections to the inclusion 
of range-forage yields in the published soil surveys.) 

Although Milo James was a worrywart he seemed to know something 
about soils. But Boyle was weak, The upland work in Arizona was 
very difficult because of great differences in elevation and the complex 
lithology and geomorphology. 

After the field work I stayed for awhile to attend the state planning 
session and returned to Washington by way of Chicago where I stopped 
off on December for a meeting of the Soil Science Society of 
America. (I recall that it took me fonger to get from the airfield 
to my hotel than it did from Phoenix to the airfield.) 

The committee on the Congress had a wind-up meeting. I-was told 
that Tavernier owed $115 for the second tour, which he didn't ares 

we did have some good discussions with Omer Kelly and others 
on benchmark soils. And I had a nice conference with Kartelli about 
going to Knoxville, providing we can get his wife to agree, 

I was terrible disappointed to learn that the Agronomy Society, 
already an anachronism, nad decided to build an official building in 
Madison. This was a serious error. Apparently the decision was made 
at the Purdue meeting when I was in the Soviet Union. I explained 
that any society that hoped to influence the Congress must have an 
able staff in Washington with an executive secretary eligible for 


membership in the Cosmos Club because that's where the real decisions 
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on scientific plans were made. I convinced Truog of this but is was 
too late. 

On December 12 we had 15 inches of snow and the office was closed 
so I had to put on chains and drive into the city for my tickets, I 
had to be up early the next morning to go to Ithaca, New York for 
the meeting of the Empire State Soil Fertility Association. Bradfield 
took me that evening to a banquet where the New York Commissioner of 


Agriculture gave a speech consisting of more than 90 percent jokes. 
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The next morning I gave my address on Soil fertility and soil conservation 


plans. In the afternoon I went over the details of the recently 
completed program in basic soil science with the Cornell faculty. 
Apparently the course went well. The staff liked the men: and several 
of the men had already told me how much they had enjoyed the course, 
especially Mike Peach, 

From 10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. of December 15 I had a good go in 
the rare book section of the Cornell Library and reac the letters of 
Joyce to Nora, I hoped them that some of these would never be 
published because people would misunderstand them, Late in the 
afternoon I had a brief go at the Nutrition Laboratory. 

On the way back December 16 the plane slowed down. The snow 
was so thick one could see nothing. The pilot told us that a little 


plane was lost in the air somewhere. I missed my plane to Washington 


by less than five minutes, It was taxiing out as we taxiied into Newark. 


I got my ticket changed to a later plane and called the office, ‘There 
were tery few people in this plane. When I got back and Mrs. Kellogg 
met me she told me about the terrible plane collision in New York 


while I was in the air. 
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According to notes from the office I became a senior member of the 
Cosmos Club on January 1, 1961. 

Sunday, January 15 I flew to Jackson, Mississippi. After a brief 
conferences in the SCS state office I was driven to Mississippi State 
University at State College for a joint meeting of the people working 
in the state on the cooperative soil survey including several from the 
state and federal forestry agencies. Heard had done a good job here 
with state relations. I talked to the group about some of our major 
problems and opportunities. The second day of the conference, January 
17, was devoted madly to soils and forestry. Yor one who didn't know 
the individuals involved it mee as yee been difficult to identify their 
agencies, Havens had a very good paper. JDuring dinner I talked to the 
group about the improved opportunities for self-directed study. 

We drove back to Jackson and had some more staff a scupetens 
including a long talk with Heard about improvement of the relations 
generally between SCS and the Forest Service. He said he would favor 
a regional joint conference, The men took me on a quick field trip 
to Vicksburg and back, It was very interesting to see how the sullied 
soils that Bennett had said were ruined were being shaped for excellent 
pasture. I had heard about the snow in Washington so I called home and 
found it was very bad. 

On January 21 I left for Alexandria, Louisiana. ‘Some time earlier 
I had called the state conservationist, Joe Martin, and told him that 
since I would be so near I should like to visit with him and the state 
soil scientist about the work. He had told me that would be fine but 


he wanted to be the first one to see me off the plane. So I knew 
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something was up. After I landed he took me to my hotel room and acted 
worried. l explained that I had heard that the legends were poor and 
that I should take a look at them. He said that this was right. 
Fontenot (the state soil scientist) was not good and Marvin Lawson 
(soil correlator) was simply putting in time toward retirement. When 
the regional offices broke up Dykes asked me to take Lawson and I 
reluctantly agreed. He had potential but he was lazy and a whiner, Joe 
left and agreed to come back later so I had a chance to rest for awhile. 
when he came back in the afternoon [ told him that I had heard he had 
serious trouble. He made several guesses of my informer but they were 
all wrong. He showed me copies of an exchange of correspondence between 
himself and Fontenot. The letters on both sides were abusive and vague. 
I explained to Joe that I would not want his letter to zo to an appeal 
board. I explained that he should have cut out all generalities and 
referred only to specific instances of misconduct with the dates, I 
further explained that people felt that he was turning too much to 
Henry Clark. The whole mess seemed worse than I had originally thought. 

The following day, Sunday, I went to church with Joe Martin and his 
wife and daughter and had dinner in their home. Back at the hotel I met 

. a 

several soil conservation strict supervisors coming in for a state-wide 
meeting. Joe told them that I had come to their meeting as a representative 
of Mr. Williams. 

At the meeting next day I. L. Sevenmson laid out the plan for the 
new soil laboratory. There were several interesting talks and I got a 
Chance to meet Marion Monk, a real extrovert and treasurer of the 


National Association of Soil Conservation Districts. Later he became 
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president. He got me aside and said that Fontenot simply had to be 
fired. I explained that there were rules for such actions and that 
these would have to be followed, A Baptist preacher from imory 
University gave a hair-raising talk about erosion made up of the worst 
lies Hugh Kennett ever told. It was simply awful but his audience loved 
it. The next day the conference got going and I was suddenly called on 
for a speech. ‘They insisted also that I attend their boerd meeting. 


On January 25 I had long conferences with the staff about the 


work and finally concluded that really both Clark and Fontenot should 


£0. 


I had a good talk with Martin about relationships with the Forest 
Service and the need for their improvement. I proposed that we have 
a regional meeting jointly with them and he agreed to host it at 
flexandria,. 

The next day Martin and I drove to Baton Rouge and called on Dean 
Efferson. I talked with him alone for awhile about Fontenot. He told 
me that ther} had been no serious trouble but soon there would be if 
he stayed. Then I had talks with several of the soils people at the 
so2-+-6-propie—at—ere university. Both Dr. Sturgin and Mr. Lytle 
impressed me very well. On the 27th of January I returned home by 
way of New Orleans. 

The following week I talked this whole matter over with my staff 
and Mr. Dykes. I explained the problem to Mr, Williams and he agreed 
to get Davy of Arkansas to offer Fontenot a job. Later Fontenot 


refused the transfer and retired. A good man from Lowa was recruited 
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to replace him. All of this was not easy because Fontenot appealed 
to the Department but happily not to the Civil Service Commission, 

Near the end of January Carter of the World Soil Geography staff 
went to Honduras and Nicaragua on defense intelligence work that lasted 
into April. 

On February 3 I wrote a long letter to Herb Waters, former assistant 
to Humphrey anc recently made deputy administrator of IDA as follows: 
(Insert letter marked pages 732-a, 732-b, and 732-c.) I got an 
acknowledgement but no action resulted. i#ither “aters did not care or 
was unable to do anything. 

Barly in February I met Mr. Joseph Robertson the new Assistant 
Secretary replacing Roberts. I told him the long and difficult story 
about the USDA Library. With this he was extremely helpful and gave 
Foster Mohrhardt full support, which helped everybody in the Department. 

Robertson and I had long talks about the growing anti-intellectualism 
of the Department. For a couple of years after that he made some 
attempts to develop something like the spirit of the 30's and I felt 
hopeful. But the Secretary had no interest and Robertson himself 
wouldn't study. But at least I. got very good library service from 
then on. 

Sometime early in February Parker had proposed in FAO a new study. 
When he had been with ICA in India, in about 1955 or 1956, he 
wasted a lot of good money by getting Hans Jenny to make a study of 
organic matter in relation to soils and climate in India. Jenny had 
made such a study in the Great Plains years before and drew some 


conclusions that he modestly called "Jenny's Law." It turned out that 
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February 3, 1961 


Mr, Herbert J « Waters 
> Depary Administrator 

- International Cooperation Admini stre tion 
pence dei 255 Ue oe | 


Admini stretively Confidential 
oe Mrs wasere: 


For many years I have been in charge of the Soil 
-_ Survey of the Department of Agriculture. My present title — 
~S “tis Assistant Administrator for Soil Survey of the Soil Cone | 
78 servation Service. Mr. Ray Heinen, one of my colleagues in 
vil ses suggested that I write vane i arn not "applying" Fore 


Ae ove ae. : 


fer Frou 50 oy official work and interests heve taken me abroad 

* a Kenent deal, especially in Europe, Africa, and Asia. These 

! trips were to represent the United States, to get information 
“ef value to our programs here, or to assist foreign governments 
) Sdn their agricultural research and development prorrams.. 

pore Some trips had combinations of these objectives. In addition, 
; many foreign scientists, especially soil scientists write to 

* me or cone to the United States to study with my staff. 

wm Wie 

ni phasis My experiences tides lead me to sense deeply the 
a te tenet. aiaeeh need for changes in the ICA program and administrae 


tion. It is of the utmost importance that more nearly competent 
men (in Washington as well as abroad) be reernited for the 

_ /88 ork then has been true since the early years of the MSA, A 
very few are good to excellent, most are far less than that, 

im and a large nember give our country a bad name because of 

‘tre’. ogee incompetence or bad manners. 


ae ¢ 


on request, I wrote a . short paper on what we need. 
(Attached), I did not feel that I could mention names of 
people, countries, or agencies; so there is some “shadow boxe 
-» ‘ing in it.  Anong the informed people who read it before and 
since publication thare has been agreement. Please believe 
\ome, relatively few Americans abroad in ICA agricultural technical 
assistance can or will operate as sugested in that paper. | 
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r a to ‘add that a few do. Nearly all of those in the 
agricultural program of the Rockefeller Foundation do so. 
iad can be done. 


‘The: really big problem is competence, Even from the 
agen of Agriculture and the colleges few competent people are 
sel ‘Inthe Department of Agriculture the reason is due partly 
every poor selecting officers in ICA and partly to an extreme re- 
uctance in the Department to let the good men ro, The reason for 
fis is the following: We in the lepartment ¢o for appropriations 
our domestic prograas before committees of the Congress that are 
bi sympathetic to technical assistance in agriculture by either the 
ni ted States or FAQ, Many hold the narrow view that such efforts, 
9p stycmogge will reduce exports of American farm oo 


7 a thd ic 
esul te ‘Thus af we let a highly ueapeta man go we were subject 
to serious direct criticism, not buffered by our Secretary's office, 
a . d we “Ge no orderly way to replace him. 

tts rat : 

~~ oy © Some two years ag I proposed 4 simple remedy, Assistant 
retary E. lL. Peterson agreed with the proposal end put it forward 
“but no action was taken by the White House, Actually the responsi- 
Bai hy for encouraging or allowing top men to take assignments 
i eas was so diffuse that it scarcely existed at all. In only a 
oe instances was the pressure so strong from a particular country 
(or from an outside group that top people did go on short missions. 


Yesic td “My proposal was roughly as follewst The President of the 
| ‘United States could write a simple directive to the heads of teche 
Mmical agencies reporting to him that includes the following three 


_ paragraphs: 


the underoR—:2 Roth bilateral andimltileteral: technical: assistance 
to under developed countries has been decided as firm policy at the 
highest levels of policy formation in the Government of the United 
States, 
eo peter i cf will wreyorabe - poewret ovat cttw on a Voluntary 
. _ 8, 10 ow of your upper 10 percent in competence, 

oF 4&4 2u7 
30 You will adjust your; position charts to recruit, 
train, and have available replacements for these people in order 
to keep at a minimum any 111 effects on your domestic program. 


Such a directive would put the responsibility where it 
ongs. Judicious encouragement and selections could be made, 
for example, could arrange for some of our best people to go. 
the pressure against doing so is nearly unbearable. Nor can 
bee replacements conveniently, In fact, I now let my top people 
oO with ICA, FAO, and the like for only short assignments where I 
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n show that the experience gained will be valuable to our domestic 
PAE. Others do likewise, 


As it is, the people selected for overseas work in agri~ 
tural technical assistance are largely (not quite entirely) those 
the Department of Agriculture can nerd spare, Most of the 
ze do the same. 

. mis is also partly true of Americans selected by FAO 

[though the record there is not so poor as in ICA, Farther other 
dvanced countries take a different view and FAO can get good men 
thems 


By using auch & whan proportion of incompetent people with 
tle or no sense of urgency we fail te plan in ways that good 

alts may be nad. We fail to do a good job. Thus we waste funds, 
* even worse farmers and officials in the countries lose faith 

in science, They cet a wrong idea of American technology and of 

es real basis in seience, Perhaps worst of all, they get an ene 
rely wrong notion of how Americans work, how they behave, and of 

ir deep concern for the welfare of other peorle. 


Perhaps ~ should not have written thus, But I am very 

Geeply concerned. We could do an excellent job, We have the skilled 
pople + not many but enough. Money has not limited us, unless it 

be that far too much was spent without plan. We need to select 

smaller numbers of first-class agriculturists who have excellent 

basic training and experience, and pay them well. One can rarely 

transfer farm practices, We can only transfer basic knowledge and. the 

skills to learn, Locally suitable methods mst be invented on the spot. 


I feel that technical assistance for food production in 
‘the underdeveloped countries simply must be strengthened and made 
effective if the presently "neutral" countries are to be on the side 
of our traditional Western culture and not acainst us.. 


I have emphasized the most important need « for more 
Competence, There are others too, especially in organization. when 


an individual project fails some one person should be held responsible 
for a satisfactory explanation. 


Youre very truly 
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his correlations were accidental and didn't work elsewhere. After 
he had done the work on the Indian samples Parker asked Jenny to send 
the whole paper to me. Dr. Alexander, Dr. Smith, and I studied it 
carefully and both individually and collectively decided that it was 
absolutely worthless. He had taken samples without any cropping history, 
and without any idea of the previous treatment or erosion. Still ! 
Parker tried to promote this kind of study on a world basis. I wrote 
to Aubert, Tavernier, Edelman, and others and they got it stopped. } 
On February 9 I found that characteristically Frank Parker had 
broken the agreement he had made with me in the autumn and had signed 
an agreement with UNESCO to publish a world soil map. He even had 


the nerve to ask me for copies of our map on 1:1,000,0001!' I 


dyscussed this with Mr. Burmeister of FAS and others and explained 
why I couldn't possibly do this. Also I kept Ralph Phillips informed. 
Then I wrote the full explanation of the whole mess in personal letters | 
to Aubert, Edelman, Tavernier, Ignatieff, Stephens, Muir and Norman h 
Taylor after full discussions with my own staff. 

On the week of the 13th of “ebruary the principal soil correlators 
were in Washington mainly for a conference on improvements in the 
classification system. 

I arrived in Urbana, Illinois about noon February 21 primarily 
to go over some sticky problems of cooperation about soil survey 
publications. Odell was difficult to work with on this question. 
Illinois want to publish soil surveys themselves but wanted us to do all 
the expensive job of preparing the mapss But M. B. Hussell and the Dean 


were @ooperative and we reached an agreement. Previous to soing 
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M. B. had asked me to work up a syllabus for the first colle ze-credit 
course in soil science, I had sent it out a few days in advance and 
talked about it with the people there. It was so far beyond what they 
were doing that all but one had a serious shock. But maybe it helped a 
bit, I knew from the students that their courses were extraordinarily 
dry and provincial. M. B. said to me, "Now that you're here how about 
giving us a seminar lecture for the department and graduate students?" 
I asked him what subject he wanted, He said, "You name it." I replied, 
"In that case I'll talk on the natural fallow." M. B. asked, "What is 
that?" I said, "You come to the seminar and you'll find out." og rr: 
tried any harder to make a technical subject interesting. I think I 
succeeded. The question period was long; several wrote for references 
later; and one came into my office some weeks later to discuss it more. 
But I don't think one of them connected it in any way with the need to 
make their own courses more interesting. Before leaving I hac dinner 
With Bartelli and I thought he was hooked for going to Knoxville as 
assistant principal soil correlator, 

On the 26th I returned home and Mommy came from boston in the 
evening. 

On February 27 I had another one of Parker's letters full of the 
same kinds of falsehoods as before about the so-called world soil map 
being arranged for by him and Kovda. The truth just wasn't in that man, 
So again I wrote to my friends abroad to keep them informed. 

Barly in March we made an arrangement for Bartelli to attend the 
meeting of soil scientists in Knoxville. He was authorized to drive his 


personal car, which enabled him to take his wife. This worked out very 
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well. Mrs. Ligon and the otner ladies took Bart's wife in tow and after 
he returned to Illinois he called me that everything was fine so we put 
the papers through for his transfer to Knoxville as assistant principal 
soil correlator. 

During this period the office work was still very heavy to say 
nothing of speeches and other special projects. 

Oné of these special projects concerned windbreaks and snelter 
belts in the Great Plains. In the various reshufflings of the Departmens, 
the research on shelterbelts had fallen between the stools, ARS had a 
little and so did the Forest Service. The SCS had the immediate problem 
of advising farmers about species in relation to their soils. I gota 
committee organized of representatives of all three agencies. I pointed 
out to them that the experiment had been run. Thousands of rural people 
had planted shelterbelts or windbreaks. The soils were known or could 
be determined. After a lot of talk in several sessions it was agreed 
that the SCS would try to examine as many plantings as possible and 
determine the kind of soil of each along with date of planting, vigor 
and so on. The Forest Service would try to fihd out the seed sources 
of the original seedlings and check on insects and diseases, The 
work was started a little later and sometime after it got going well it 
ran into trouble again (1966). Everyone talks about shelterbelts but 
few want to do much about it. but certainly this program and REA were 
the two most popular of the New Deal among the farm women in the 
Great Plains. 

All during the Republican administration I rarely was called to 


Knoxville in my capacity as a formal consultant to TVA although Set 


) 
‘ 


V yt 


a1ed% fete wor ot i a's TR Sood we teal taifo eat —— a 
4 


oy ow oe ant? esw priaryaevs sats wt belles ati atonELed od 
isiioning twiteioes As sEiifvxend of tence nd ¢ii ict wypout 


store 


” 
es 


yee oF Woot yisy LLitr «ew drow enf}'lo ef balteq eldé 
stdnetotq [elesas teddo bre eefaeeqge Te 


Tec seim Doe miko T ty bentsence afeston: Defoe aaernt To 


eGismiiega sai Yo til unites avotiey eit al thie dees a ee 


bat GAA. .alodda ers pomwisd aeliet ben s@fLedaet feds wo Ae 


neidonm etaibermnt wit Set 205 eiT ,ootvredt. dcmrell aod b25 om bom 
Zoo 1 ,effon tiedd “3 notvejet nJ en tosdy food veil 
badatog I .nefodenn setid Lig’ to easy I adnpne wget lo Des gate 
.ofgoag fart 70 toose@vedy fet need ban inemivence ait Jand mae | 
biueo so two otew ellos seri!  eveeudeciv to et iedredieds 
beetia sew di agolexse Lotewor «ft Nise to JoE & wetA 


(nie eiiieeod ee eyiicnstg yam ee oviinaxe oF civ hinow GOS 


toniy ,wistnelg Yo sdab id iw mioln dose ‘to Ltoe io batt ed’ 


aeomps Dene wit dao Oo fl aF ytd inlwow soften!) teen eff «sb 
aan 
ae 


secowse > bap sdoernt mo Aberin oon aqnifbeon Lontnied & 
ee 


ie 


ont 
ti [law gatog doy ti cette entiouia fine -cetal al¢etl 5 bedside 
5 tend hy nia nmacaia funds guited snogreva 4( 4000) phage ali ued | 


cro Sta samen mee VLaiat eo : +1) St awe 0 0 da 
se = ais gl mn al ay 


that arrangement was renewed annually for a great many years. Hisenhower 
appointed an old military crony as Chairman of the Board of TVA at the 
conclusion of Gordon Clapp's term about 1955 or 1956. It was expected 
by Bisenhower that he would work to get rid of TVA but instead he became 
somewhat converted and the program went ahead although without the 
strong vigor it had had previously. Then about 1960 or so TVA hired 
4S 04 | 
from the bepewement Dr. Lewis HE. Nelson, which strengthened their 
farm and fertilizer program enormously. TVA-SCS relationships were 
poor, with some fault on both sides over questions of prestige,etc. 
Happily Lewis and I were able to get together occasionally in my office 
and work out ways to improve relations with the Department and “with IGA. 
One of my great disappointments was my failure to get the old 
Bureau of Plant Industry fertilizer section to work cooperatively with 
TVA. TVA had made a wonderful offer for cooperative research at Muscle 
Shoals. Even thou’ Salter favored it Parker blocked it. As a result 
the research work of the Department in that area slowly starved to 
death for lack of funds and leadership. Formal burial was postponed 
until about 1965, which meant that from then on the Secretary of 
Agriculture had no advisor on his staff knowledgeable about fertilizer 
technology. ‘So long as Lewis B. Nelson remains in charge this will 
not matter too much, He is extraordinarily able both as a scientist 
and a public servant. but someday there is certain to be trouble. 
Near the end of March I gave the same illustrated lecture about the 
use of soils in different parts of the world as I had given at Rutgers 
previously to a group of soil conservation district supervisors and 


others at Gaithersburg. 
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April continued to be an extremely busy month. We had in the 
correlators for interpretation the week of the 17th. I spent some 
time with them between speeches, hearings, and conferences. 

On May 1 Bramao came in to see me, He tried to sell me his hopeless 
project and wanted to have copies of our 1:1,000,000 maps. I explained 
that there was a regulation not to furnish unpublished scientific 
material directly or indirectly to the Soviets and that I wouldn't do 
so without a direct order from the Secretary of State or the Secretary 
of Agriculture. He said, "No Soviets will see them." Then about 20 
minutes later in the same conversation he told me that Mme. &. V. Lobova 
would be with them in Rome for two weeks} (And I'm sure with a nice 
wrist-watch camera. What a fool this fellow was. He couldn't even 
| keep his lies straight’) During all of the year Dr. Ralph Phillips was 
kept fully informed of the correspondence about this project. 

Orvedal visited Western Europe for two eeskalenedy May for the 
Defense Department. 

Along about May 12 Miss Nordin of our Information Office showed me 
a most curious example of outright plagarism within the Department. She 
was mad about it. At first I was only amused but then I[ got a bit mad 
too, when I gave lectures on gardening during world War II I discovered 
that most householders with little gardens had no idea how much to use 
of different kinds of fertilizer. At that time my old friend Frank 
McAuly was a salesman for a scientific instrument company. He gave me 
a nice set of balances so that I could determine the apparent specific 


gravity of the various materials. JI worked up a set of tables whereby 
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any literate person could go from a recommendation in pounds per acre to 
pounds per 100 square feet, These were then converted into appropriate 
volume measurements from % teaspoon to quarts for 100 square feet, for 
10 feet of row at different spacings, and for individual plants at 
different spacings. Since Gove Hambidge was a gardener in those days 
I gave him a copy and he insisted that it be published by the Department. 
It had a title, How much fertilizer should I use? This Was not 
exactly correct. It converted recommendation given in tons or pounds per 
acre or in pounds per 1,000 square feet into volume units. It was first 
issued in 1945 and reprinted many times. I suppose over a million 
copies were distributed througi county agents and in other ways. iss 
Nordin had just gotten me a new batch for my use in garden lectures. 
My name had been removed and replaced by "Division of Soil and Water 
Conservation Research," I showed it to Shaw and Wadleigh and they were 
horrified. A couple of rascals in ARS Information had done this -- Hall 
and Moore. We had an unpleasant conversation about it and it was 
settled that from henceforth no name woulc be on it. It had already 
been reprinted in Our Garden Soils and in Home gf Gardens and Lawns of 
the 1933 Yearbook. All of this reminded me of the old saw: “Among your 
colleagues around Washington your wife and your money are safe, but 
don't leave any credit lying around" 

Near the end of May a small group of us were appointed to ficure out 
the kinds of tractors to send to Cuba for an undercover exchange for 
American and Cuban prisoners-of-war which was handled by an outside 


committee. 
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Near the end of May Oris Wells, Administrator of ERS, retired to go 
With FAO. The people of the Department had a big party for him the 
evening of May 29. Oris was a first-class scholar. As head of the BA 
he had failed to promote Willard Cochrane when Cochrane thought he should. 
He swore he would "get" Wells some day. The chance came when he returned 
to USDA as economic advisor to Freeman. Bushrod Allin tried to talk 
Willard out of it. But Oris could see what he was up against when 
Cochrane, very unwisely, was made both economic advisor and director 
of all economic research. 

People lost confidence in the results released by the USDA. Would 
data be selected to support what Freeman and Cochrane planned? The 
quality of the economic staff went down rapidly and very rapidly after 
Wells left. By 1966 the men known to be good had left. 

I spent May 31 and June 1 in Arkansas to attend a meeting of the 
whole SCS staff of the state. I gave a: speech on the professional 
nature of our work with emphasis on continual study. On the whole I sot 
a good impression of the staff and of their cooperative relationships 
With other agencies. I was also asked to pass out awards, which gave 
me somewhat of a shock, larlier Don Williams had raised the question 
about cash awards to people about GS-13. It was agreed that such awards 
would adine given. But here I had to pass out a cash award to the 
State conservationist! So then I realized that I should need to find a 
way to do the same to my staff members who had received outstanding 
ratings from me without cash awards. 

Sometime around June 6 I was asked to make a speech on Knowledge and 


the humanities for executives to a roomful of personnel people. Obviously 
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it had seemed absurd to me that such a question would arise, I pointed 
out the fact that much of what we know about the reactions of people we 
learn from the poets and novelists. I discussed the role of history 
and the like. After I had finished Macy of the Civil Service Commission 
-- anable but hypocritical and untrustworthy man -- took the floor 
and pointed out the great improvement being made in administration, I 
presumed to justify the expensive in-service-training programs 
he was supporting. I replied that we had some technical improvements 
such as typewriters, adding machines, and the like. But then I asked 
him, "Can you think of any way that any administration in the govern- 
ment today is a better one than the top administrators of the Roman 
Empire under the Emperor Trajan?” I explained that I was not being 
facetious, But he had no reply nor examples, 

In June Dr. Smith attended a so-called advisory committee in Rome 

ne. es tte es ; 

on UNESCO=-FAO world soil map. When he got back I never saw him more 
angry. Bramao had already written their report which went out with 
essentially no changes. The advisory committee cot nowhere in trying 
to get Bramao to do the job that the resolution passed in Madison 
had asked for -~ simply to reproduce the maps already available, such 
as the one prepared by the Western Kuropean working party headed by 
Tavernier and supported by FAO. Smith also spent some time with 
Tavernier's group in Belgium on the way back. 

Orvedai was also in Austria and Germany on Defense intelligience. 
Miller was in Germany. 

I had too little time to prepare all of my papers in the office 
and had considerable competition between gardening and paper writing 


on week ends. 
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Only twice ~-- once about 19))0 and again about 1955 -- had I tried 
using a ghost-written speech. It was too hard on both me and the ghost 
writer to try again. The Service maintains a stable of ghost writers 
for Williams and the others and to write speeches for people “across 
the street", which means in the Secretary's office. Yet Miss Nordin 
or Mrs. Colton went over the next to the last draft of all pisces to be 
published by me after 1953 to be sure of catching mistakes I could not 
see. Also Mrs. Kellogg helped too. for a speech, I first made an 
outline and dictated a first draft from the outline. Most went through 
three or four drafts and some had as many as nine drafts before the 
final one. 

On June 15 I went to Nashwille for a meeting of the state Soil 
Conservation Society and for a little time in the state office with 
Sasser. I spoke there on Future needs and uses of our soils in the US , 
supported with slides, Early the next morning I read Snow's "Science 
and Government", a wonderful book. At the conclusion of the program 
each of the principal speakers was given a huge ham, which astonished 
Mrs. Kellogg when sh’inet me at the plane. 

On June 25 Stephen Robert Kelloge was born and exactly two weeks 
later Mary Alice and Jack had a son whom they named Randall Stuart, 

In July I had the job of working up for the White House a report 
on the soils and soil problems of Pakistan. The President had promised 
the "President" of Pakistan a lot of help. One of my few relationships 
With Secretary Freeman was a nice thank-you note for the job. Actually 


this whole effort later became a farce. For some unexplainable reason 


belt? I bed es eevl ¢ugda nisgs bax CUCL syeda som aw 
veore aoc Lik an cto go Bet ood ase 21 hea nede, 
Sint itw svodg to <fifade «& antséatam soivist anf «Ct ie 
2anios” slaoe? 10? Begueage edivud? Une atédto edt hae 
afo1n nel d2Y .aoflio + uratemee ont ab ensem doce ha 
od of usoniq [Ie Io Sleth deed ont of xem ond as¥o deew aotfel 
ton bfy08, Daegbitedm patiotes Lo emwe-ed of teRL sedia om yd | 
 cuem vertt I bese 2 1o)6|6| joe! begled ayolied jedh 
Aina! doew ono .enifire en nott heb tenth @ bebedede oe 


\ 
ST owle! eiienvh an @5 Yep ce fatt arom jae ef ath wo} 


five siacs sd? ‘to gsitese « rol sifimving of dwew I BL eh 
idiw ookTlo siete edt at emit efédbl = «OT See eroigoe 
+20 oct ot itor tw. to aga Ae - Rer soLtu! nO seit esloge J, 
eope tou” a luni) ees J ae iteton dec oil ul te snob lim ae ig 
merino wit bo aaktelsvon aif #4 food Li'ebrew « “" 
bericinowne dohiy mad exusiii a cate age ae eaeeer Inqgionion atts 
eorial, ett de om tee de maltese 

mine owt (Ltoans bate ayod saw “yoLleA dice omdgede-ae 
stead Linbond ecw ved: move noes bed aos Sam eOREA 
Tous & seo a Lis ay 70! qe saditow to cot apih bul Te 
bes igeiy fag sepa od? _,nate biel Yo areldang Live now ef 
ercbiboonta Ler WAN ya to ania jafas to fol ¢ mudebiet te, * 
\Viteuéoe dof edt tol efon voxwenedsd sin > eee 


i sa i = =, oe 
‘ Raut 
‘ 
” - le, ee age _ 4 
- - aos an i | 


the job was turned over to Roger Revelie who is a bright but sloppy 
"social climber." The correspondence about it was unbelievable. Finally, 
months later, the project was pulled out of the fire by Charles Bower 

of USDA but Revelle managed to get the credit for is! 

I spent July 17 and 18 in Atlanta for a meeting of the cartographic 
heads. During a break I discussed the lack of a regular procedure for 
explaining new ideas with one of the men. This gave me an idea, I 
proposed to the group that we organize a strictly in-service semni~ 
publication to be called, "Cartographic research notes." Someone in 
Beltsville could gather together the contributions from each unit 
and edit it. All of the men trying new things should be encouraged to 
write short articles, At this meeting each head of a unit passed on 
everything to the other heads and, in turn each head would need to 
explain the new developments to his own people. There was bound to be 
slippage in the process. The "Cartographic research notes" were very 
helpful for many years. 

I spent July 2, 25, and part of 26 at Cornell. I gave two lectures 
to a group of teachers of the earth sciences at summer school on scholar- 
ships from the National Science Foundation. The first lecture was an 
illustrated one on Tropical soils and the other was on the Uses of the 

; Soil Survey, with emphasis on non-farm uses, Between times T had a 
good go at the research program with most time on the detailed 
studies of corn north of Ithaca, As far as I know no one had done 
anything so detailed including simultaneous measurements of energy, 
is including light and temperature, (Qo, 0, moisture, wind velocity, 
nutrients, and so on. Then too, I managed a few hours in the rare 


book section of the library. 
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Near the end of July I arranged for Dr. Frank Carlisle to come here 
as Simonson's deputy. Dave Gardner was away sick so much that he 
couldn't carry on. 

On August 2 I went to Purdue for the annual meeting of state conser- 
Vationists. D. A. Williams made a better speech than usual but without 
anything for the future. John Kaker made an excellent talk and was 
very generous to me. (John was going strong in those days. Three or 

w , 
four years later he fell “from grace" with the Secretary.) We had a 
downright silly speech by a man Van Dersal Bou, His name was 
Greenburger and he was reputed to be a professor at Purdue, He talked 
on "management" about which he knew nothing. We had very good sessions 
indeed on the Soil Survey except for a criticism that Stafford of 
New York made of the cartographic service. I was sure that Stafford 
knew nothing about it and that EB, A. Norton had put him up to it. 
This later proved to be the case. Afterwards Stafford sent in a very 
critical memo, which I explained to Mr. Williams, including the background. 
I showed Mr. Williams the extremely harsh memo I had prepared in reply. 
He said, "Go ahead with it." It then seemed that Norton had slipped with 
the new acministration. 

I came back to a full desk. I had a long frank talk with John 
Baker about the "icebergs" that could wreck his rural-area development 
program. John seemed convinced. but the program ultimately had 
little success fernaps partly because of Baker's poor relations with 
extension and the universities, his tie with Farmer's Union, and his loss 
of support from the Secretary later. 

On August 39 I got the go ahead finally from Williams to raise the 


grades of Mr. Orsini and the cartographic unit heads. For some reason 
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Williams had been unappreciative of the cartographic work although 
everyone else knew that it was good. Several others had been recently 
promoted to GS-1) who didn't have half the responsibility of Mr. Orsini. 
I talked to Van Dersal and Dykes about this and they agreet to help me 
when we arranged the conference in the office of Mr. Williams. To my 
amazement after I had explained the matter Williams agreed without any 
difficulty. 

"ea Near the end of August Dr. Selke,a fine old gentleman in the 
Secretary's Office talked with me about a proposal of the Secretary to 
make a flying visit to Asia. This was followed a little later by a 
Giscussion with Gus Burmeister of FAS. It should be added here that 
Gus was the most effective operator we nad ever had in FAS, He had 
been extraordinarily helpful in all our negotiations with the State 

for the participants who wanted to stay for the tours, Still a bit later, 
the New Frontier suggested that he leave, which he did, for a good job 
elsewhere, What a pity it was, 

John Rourke of the World Soil Geography Group spent September in 
Poland. 

Also during the last week of August Gus told me that I was slated 
to go with Secretary Freeman to Iran, India, Viet Nam, and other 
Southeast Asia countries. I explained that I had no ambition for prestive 
but that I should be glad to go if I could be helpful. He emphasized 
that the Secretary wanted a scientist from SCS. A few days later John 
Baker told me the same thing and I gave him the same reply. Then a 


little later I told Mr. Williams about it. He appeared to be entirely 
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indifferent, although one never nig. A few days after he called me by 
phone to explain that G. E. Tichenor of FAS had called him :about the 
matter but that he (Williams) had decided that I wouldn't be able to take 
it so that he had suggested Young or Van Versal but that Young didn't 
want to do. (Scientist for the Secretary) 

I talked with Burmeister about this and explained that this was 
simply jealousy of the old crowd. Hessaid, "Hold on." Then John Baker 
called again. I:explained that there was no physical reason, Of course 
he knew about my rough trips in Asia and Africa. I did speak to Dr. Selke 
again that I should like to know about the arrangements since I needed 
to adjust my schedule. 

About September 10 or 11 Young said that he had been told to get 
his passport. Ray Heine& explained that the Secretary wouldn't have 
Van Dersal but that his assistant like’ Young and assured him that the 
trip wouldn't be rough. 

September 12 Assistant Secretary Robertson called me over to tell 
mé he wanted to put my name forward to go With the Secretary to Asia, 

I explained what had happened as I knew it and he asked a lot oi questions. 
On Friday, September 15 Robertson called me on the phone. He said, 
"Apparently I barged into sométhing that I should not have. Someday 

I'll tell you about it." He never did and I never asked. Still it 

was obvious where the trouble was. So I wired to Oregon that’ I could 

keep my October date. 

On September 23 I went with Hauer and the Maryhand staff for a 
review of the Soil Survey of Prince George's County. Except for the 


poor state soil scientist, Hevenbereen, I cot a good impression of the 
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staff although somewhat more work was needed on the soil descriptions 
and interpretations. 
ee, 

On September 29 Assistant Secretary Welgh asked me to come to his 
office immediately. He asked me why Gladwin Young had been scheduled 
to go with the Secrebary on the South Asia trip. I explained the facts 
and how Mr. Williams had explained to Tichenor, without consulting me, 
that my health was poor. Wel $h asked me, “Why would he do that?" TI 
explained that there was jealousy on the part of the people who had 
been with Hugh Bennett. Tris sort of thing hac been tried before in! the 
selection of the chairman for the mission to the Soviet Union in 1953. 
After all, I explained, Young was a nice fellow, very friendly, and he 
did what he was told, although not always competently. 

I told ver’ that the situation was not all bad and so far I had been 
able to take care of myself and he shouldn't worry. I reviewed with 
him the whole story in outline of Hugh Bennett, Milton Eisenhower, and 
the transfer in 1952. I told him I had to expect some jealousy; but 
except for Williams, Norton, and a very few of the old timers none of 
this was left. I explained how much the work had improved, except, 
perhaps, in farm planning. That work was still poor on the economic side. 

He asked me straight out: "Suppose Don Williams were taken out and 
replaced?" I explained that it would depend partly on who the replacement 
was, but I thought the Secretary would have extreme criticism from many 
senators and congressmen and from the soil conservation district 
supervisors. After all Williams had worked very hard to build up 
his political relationships in both parties. He was very good at it. 
He used Young a little and both Ray Heinen and Norman Berg spent full 


time on it. 
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MWé11,". he said, “the situation is fluid and very likely to change. 


You know a great many are opposed to Williams," I said, "No I really 
don't know that either inside or outside the Service. If you try it 
Frank you are almost certain to fail." 

Then he tried to butter me up. I had known Frank vel $i well for 
many years and I knew how little his promises meant. He said, "I have 
already explained that it is a disgrace to the Department that you and 
Dick McArdle are not paid the maximum salaries," 

We had a bit more general talk. I told him how Williams had given 
thé show away about Young at the last staff conference. He said, "This 
trip will give Gladwin Young a chance to explain the needs of our 
Service to the Secretary." I told him that I had made it clear from 
the start that I did not care about the "honor" of being on the same 
plane with the Secretary but that I would be willing to go if-I could 
be helpful and since I had studied those areas and travelled in them 
perhaps I could be. After all I explained the diagnosis of agricultural 


problems was supposed to be one of my skills. 


& 
' As I left Welgn repeated, "There are going to be some chances, 
i Q bev 
" I'm not sure yet what,will be involved." I warned him again that he 


had better not fight Williams. (Actually Frank Welgh himself didn't 
last much longer in the USDA.) 

On October 1 I left for Portland, Oregon. We drove over to 
Sherman County where a soil survey was just being completed. Hecause 
of vagueness in the work plan I had agreed to lene out and look at it. 


The work was good. we had useful discussions on soils and range, 
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; On the evening of October 2 Tom Helseth and I had dinner with 

| the District Board. These men had believed the current propaganda 

| about the country running out of water. I explained to them how silly 

this was and gave them examples of many ways we wasted it. They complained 
about the Secretary's policy on wheat prices. I gave them quite a 


lecture on the problems any of them would face if suddenly they were 


made Secretary of Agriculture. Among other things I explained how 
each group with a pet scheme was bombarding the Secretary and members 
of Congress, I told them, "A basic Youble may be that farmers lik 
yourselves, with some money and influence, aren't hurting enough. If 
you were you would be willing to compromise a bit like farmers did in 
the early 30's." I had a lot of fun with these fea Helseth told 
me later that they enjoyed it immensely. One of them told him: "Nobody 
from Washington ever talked to us like this before. We need more of it." 
The range man bhere, Red Anderson, was one of the best [*se ever met. 
Also we saw a lot of intonashine things in the field including old 
q tundra mounds and buried Soils déveloped just after Pleistocene under 
forest. The forest died as the climate became drier and the old soils 
were covered with younger loess out of the river bottoms. 
On October we drove back to Portland, looking at soils along the 


way. The next day we visited the soils group in the State University at 


Corvallis and I gave them a talk on the Natural fallow. 
Early the morning of October 6 we went back to Portland where 1 
spoke to the soil scientists and staff of\ the broad outline of our | 
* problems and opportunities in the Soil Survey. Of course this lead into 
the needs for study and training. I also went over to the cartographic 


unit and talked with lillis and his staff. I was glad to be able to 


DSALBlgheSD eet] 


actly tort) ool I ate steele wel S$ «sdeted Ve atiwevs 
s5rsneaqgeng Crewvio oid bevetiss hed gem eeedl «abaas@-te 
Vilia wor mont of hentafexe I .sedew to duo Seni UWaneo: 


 & 
a s&h 


‘Oonaw OF yew Vem le aalqesue mens araqg hae 
wlivp mot evag 1 evening feadw go yoo & eedetosd 

Siew Yous ylnshoys Tt sok? bicew meaty “ho xe seo iow eds 20° 

won taniulexe ] eyniet tse grem! oun inodegA eds 
STSOniCm HAA CIN OION: ond wb tadried-eaw amevioe teqa tie g 
eitt evaoist sang © wan nfl Sfaacd A® omane bfee I .@ 

WI sthurone grit fois ,echerfit bam {om GuDe aa be a 

ai Ofb avenis) wil Jid » se tgowwno of att iw ed ifvow LOE 
biog dientali .: WoL Let toi udtw twit To dof « bad I. * ete 
yoouoH” eswwid blot med to ont) = .pienmemmt 3 beyetive pedd fag 
"flo oom Pear oh) .sceled eri ealll an of Gealfat sews woe 
sdep ‘save i dee‘ er! to afm 2fw yrortebed bel penedé ake 
ho gadbnlont bed) so mi agit! snbteewdnt Le dof aoe 


teh 6i1egs0geieli redte June neu ot ate éliee bhetrod Sem ebape 


; « 
ai ioe £fe ond ome welsh engosd etebetfo oat ee beth dzerol edt 4 
: v 


s2uQtiod werit et te dio saeol tanwoy aviv 

out anole line de goddoal ,boaLd19% of oad event ew d tededue! 
$6 Wisivinl stotG emt At quotg allow end bedleivew yohtked 
rolls! Laawiait eid no xin? « mis evag Done 

L eved: bieaidado? of sey tomy te o ander te aatotion set gf 

4 ‘Qo ko etthides bdowt est Ae. haps: ndatineton. Iboe asa 
aril haatowke seawion: MG sg 


Ay 


tell Ellis that his grade would soon be changed, 

I returned to Washington on October 7. I don't think I was ever 
busier on a trip before. I had several conferences and lectures besides 
those mentioned, Helseth certainly got his moneys worth and I got a 
sore throat. 

Shortly after I returned Dr. Bracfield called and wanted a statement 
on the world soil map project of UNESCO and FAO. Together Guy Smith 
and I outlined it and made a rough draft. Then I told Dr. Smith to ; 
go ahead and fix it up and aad it to him because I had to be away. 
The letter was as follows: (Insert 1961 - 36 a to 36:14) | 

For some time the range men and Dykes had been telling me that the : 
soil scientists in Wyoming didn't know how to make low-intensity soil 
surveys. So I arranged to go out there on a field trip with Aandahl, 
Dyksterhouse -~ the range man from Lincoln --, and Gary Bopst. I left | 
October 16 for this trip. On the flight from Denver to Caspar I had an 
unpleasant experience, ‘Something had gone wrong with the plane and we 
had to wait over two hours in Cheyenne. It happened that Evans of ARS 
Was on this plane. When we got off he was nearly crunk and then became 
so in the next hour or two. He talked loudly and irresponsibly about the 
Department of Agriculture and even told me confidentially, in a loud voice, 
that he did much of the work leading to the atomic bomb, which was, of 
course, ridiculous. Anyway I was late getting to bed in Caspar, 

The next day we had a conference in the state office with the 
whole group including Knonenberger, the state soil scientist. He 
had done a good job in Indiana but was not doing so well in Wyoming. It 
became clear that they had essentially no Pe is soil surveys. 


Hopkins, the state conservationist, was also weak, 


‘4s 


' m ; 4 
wcoed daddy bee anid Ultven few en Tio Jog ew iene sonelq™ 
a4) 


mis 


sgainow al [ish of y yen 


eieva Chai fi rey inal #J etnececd af eniod owd «evo g - 


of a at ,Ulledénebiines on bfod neve bos wipeinodrga te 


cutee? nu? bed of gaities ol al saw 1 caw” + 


— 
,vewusip af done | feow ebe ts elt God? PE 


, Lal ‘ " ~~ i i * 4 
inte 2 "nob I e+ MSGnio@ no notytliity Woe be iy 


n - m +s at 
il ,AHoTie yt { ! »MIOCISG 
+ s = f wt Jt2 O rf Ce | 
2 i : a Ot ut 
> r35 - « rT an 
> 
J. . J u ow 3 2 aS @ 


f° oF = fel or ) + vewolfel es osu 4 
n i eel bee nem ernest ed enld enoe 


t.wol efan of wor worl J ‘ubth enimowW af edetia 


itt bLak) 2 so ered? dro oy of Beguetts DG 


2 LG iss ™ ee nt p 4 mM E af — 
% ov o@ tevnet movi gan tlt =: © oid ab wih ae 
eneto acd déiv grow enog bel gainvsamt . cone meq 
‘ 


= 


yidtenoqeoiwtt bes “lhool bedies of on? To “HOH! 


Zo .cew folnw ,dnod olmods ede of goibcel snow a? Io depos 


t 


ditu solt'lo svese off ot sonetsines § ted poe 


ef de leheloe Line arate ons Aveta i 


NEW YORK STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE 
A UNIT Se THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK 


CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
ITHACA, NEW YORK 


MENT OF AGRONOMY $ ie 
CADW HALL Mey 8, 1961 


Charles E, Kellogg 
Assistant Administrator for Soil Survey 
United States Department of Agriculture 
Soil Conservation Service 
Wasnington 25, D. C. 


Dear Charlie: 


i. v00, am disturbed by certain aspects 
I discussed it over the breakfast table with Luis Bramao in New Y 
jast Friday. He seems to be quite envhus iastic about the proposa 

} brought up all of the arguments that I have heard against proceeding 


With the present plans, but without any real effect. Apparent ly, the 
decision to try to unify the maps into some sort of acceptable world- 
wide pactern has been made by F.A.O. and UNESCO, Since they are sup- 


meyang the funds for preparing the map and since there are, it seems 
to me, good sound arguments for doing this, provided it can be done, 
admitting that it greatly magnifies the job, I do not see anything 
that I can do, Iuis told me that Guy Smith is going to be working 

with them from your organization, I was greatly pleased that you 
could spare someone of his caliber and experience for this assignment. 
I hope it will not require an undue amount of his time 


I, too, have been disturbed by some of our General Secretary's 
activities. It seems to me he has not given the publication of the 
Proceedings the thought which such an undertaking should have received. 
Iwas rather astounded, for example, to have at. this late date, in May, 

@ date later than the date promised originally for completing the publi- 
Cation, received a request for photographs for publication in the Trans- 
actions, It seems to me if he had been thinking very much about this 

proposal that he would have made such plans and collected such photos as 
heeded by last September or October instead of May. As you know, I was 
very much opposed to this solution of our publication problem from ee 
Start, and argued against practically the entire Committee until I 
Zt could not judiciously resist any longer. I feel that if we had f 
‘lowed through with the arrangement proposed by Dr. Norman and had sup 
him with a little bit of editorial assistance the Transactions by thi 
time would have been in the hands of those who have ordered them, and that 
we would have had a job that was competently done, but as you know, Pro- 
fessor Baer, as Chairman of the Committee, wanted to get the job done witt 
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r, Charles E, Kellogg eee May 8, 1961 


“dittle effort on his part as possible and felt that this was 
easiest solution to the problem. I, too, have talked to Rene //. 
this matter and know how he and several of our European friends 

1. iI felt there was a widespread consensus at Madison that we 

wuld make a change in this position at the next Congress, If it 

to be done then, the matter should be carefully considered in 

vance of the next Congress so that action can be taken which will 
well balanced and wisely considered and not give evidence of pre- 
atous action. On the other hand, I think it would be wise to 

© the Secretaryship in Western Europe and I am a little hesitant 

ub taking up the matter too early at a time when the next Congress 
to be held behind the so-called “Iron Curtain." This might produce 
miplications, let me know whether you think I am correct in this, [I 
Will await a letter from you before I write Pernescu. 


Sincerely yours, 


ia? * thik 
Richard Bradfield, Past President 
international Society of Soil Science 
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‘Be. Richard Bradfield 

| Department of Agronomy 
Cornell University 

| ithaca, New York 


Dear Dr. Bradfield: 


Thanks for your letter of May 8. If we had followed Bramao's 
suggestions we would not be doing auch else. He wanted me ¢ 
promise him the time of Dr. Smith and Mr. Orvedal for about 
"years::: I heave agreed to do only the following: (1) Dr. Smith 
Will attend the conference im Rome in June if he is officia 

invited and his expenses paid. He simply cannot go further t 
this and act as chairman of an intersational correlation cosmi 
We are trying te get our classification system finighed in the r 
3 years. (2) We have agreed to make within a year & general go 


x 
map of the United States at a scale of 1:5,000,000. eee x 
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ie hay 
@exeed to do likewise for all of North ieseet ca "4e FAO gets clearance 
from the governments of Mexico and Canada. 


luis is very embitious to get this project done under his name, 

He has no concept of the work involved. Us has no money te anount 
-t6 anything. He wants me to try to get money from somewhere to 
aid people to Mr. Orvedal's staff. E£ would hesitate to accapt 
euch money since I don't think the work would turn out well. 


He further expects to get money from some Foundation to publish 
‘the map. I juat could not recommend it waless by some miracle it 
Sturned out better than IT expect. We all here tried very hard to 

“pet Bramao to go back to the original proposal <= to reproduce 

the maps that were exhibited at the Congress or, at the very most, 
try to get maps of the various Ponti eaia cette inde any serious attempt 


et international correlation. 


“You see they have not made any statement ag to what the maps are 
pexpected to do. They have gone ahead and set the scaie and the time 
Limit. Ordinarily when one develops any kind of soil survey he 
Zivst sets down what is to be expected of it. Then working from 
that one can determine the scale and the time. He has only about 

two and a half years and a good job could not be done in that 
Aength of time nor at that scale. 


_ 


_ S-R. Bradfield-5-11-61 


2 feel very badly ebout this whole business and I know ther I 
» Ghail be severely criticized no matter how it comes out. The 
» Gussians simply have me over a barrel. Koevda has led Parker 
me cown the garden path for his own interests aad those of his 
Beegevermment. They want to beat us to a world soil map. They 
| want to get their system importantiy recognized. And they 


Tt seems to me that you could write a general letter to ae escu 
| One of his students is in the Rumantan Embassy here and he + 
) sCing back to Rumania at the end of this month and I was to ¢ 
© With him about it before he goes. I thiak we should Look mainiy 
» to Tavernier and Edelman for suggestiong. It won't be easy to 
© find a competent soil scientist to take it and we do need one who 
speaks at least German, French, and English. 
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| By the way,,you must be up to something: An FSI man was in to 
see me about you yesterday!? 


> 


Very truly yours, 


Charles E. Kelless 
Assistant Administrator for 
Soil Survey 
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would love to get their hands on our field sheets for other countries. 
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Washington 25, D. C. 


Beeichard Bredfieid 
partment of Agronomy 
mnoll University 
haca, New York 


Mic letter is in response to your telephone request for background 
mrormation on the FAO project to make a soil map of the World. 


are familiar with the request of the Seventh International Congress 
BOil Science that FAO facilitate the publication of the soil maps of 
ree areas (sich es those of. Western Burcpe, Eastern Europe, and South 
morica, and Commnist Asia) that were ee the Congress. 
aps were prepared on scales varying fr the 2,500,000 to 1: 26,0 000. ,000, 
with legends based on rather aie. end, in some ASCs y int defined 
ems of soil classification... One of these maps of Western Burope 
Prepared by an FAO sponsored working party. The work was financed 
ost exclusively by the various governments but at the requestc’.FAO. 
6 map has been completed with an accompanying cont, and submitted 
PAO for publication. The other maps are in varying stages of readin 16Ss 
publication, but FAO, by itself, is in a poor position to publis 
prepared by Soviet soil scientists because the USSR is not a member 
FAO. If UNESCO and FAO collaborates, publication becomes possibl 


response to your request. as President of the i555, PAO and peg 

néa an agreement not to publish the maps of continents, but ¢ 

aré a soil map of the World. A copy of a letter from Mr. Sen vapetiink 
these events is attached as Exhibit 1. ‘he outline of the ra 

@cit again spells out the intent to prepare a soil map of the World, 

at er than to publish the maps of "great regions" as you proposed. Tis 
ine is attached as Exhibit 2. You will note that there is no reference 
| this outline to the publication of any map except a world map. 

i will also note the preliminary estimates of the FAO and UNESCO staff 
ne budget for the work required to prepare but not print the World 
Map. They estimate less than 3-man-years of professional time. This 
man, his secrotary, and a part-time draftsman were estimated to cost 
550. Meetings and other expenses were to cost $20,000, making a total 
dest of $80,550. This was to be divided equally between FAO and 

NESCO, and was to result in a manuscript map ready for printing. 


) then appointed an advisory group on their World Soil Map project, and 
dulcd a meeting last June, which I attended. The summary report of 


Smeoting prepared by the FAO Secretariat is attached (Exhibit 3). 
fe one mesting used over half of the travel funds sicdaaleaels 


| Advisory Group (item 2 2 page 2, Exhibit 3) reomphasized first 
lortence of nea ting and publishing the con itinental ami 


Meeebables be preparscd showing the approximate equivalents of the 
ul 


ences of the lecends of the varlous macs. The ‘estimated dates for 
grsetion of these maps sie shown on page kh. You will note that it 


ee Pp 
12 be 196), before the all finished if the work can procecd with~-’ 
Be limitations of eae ite es a etan to be needed. The discussion indicated 
eerily tnat the majority thought the regional maps were a necessary Tirst 


ep. The discussions that will lead to the table of equivalents of the 
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fads will show whether thare is a pessibility of agreement on a single 
md for a world map. 


pirank opinion on this point is that no legend can be agr 
is tims by the present advisory POU. if FAO should d 
end and ask for maps prepared on that legend there is 
ven a probability that some of the maps would never be 
O has no one on its staff with ths competence and initi masts necessary 
fo craw up @ legend that can serve as 2 basis for a world 

ng western European members of the Advisory ernier an 


h Group (Tav i 
pressed & deep resentment over the FAO failure to dev fics satis: any 
3 - — the soil map ney na cg prepared. They are not in a mood 
. ve just finished is to he 
Seded. They eppreciate the aire oie culties of reconciling legends with 
USS2 because they have held a series of msetings extending over about 
=year period and have been unable to learn the composition of wane units 
an on the USSR map of eastern Europe. (The basic _ trouble is that the 
classification is undefined, and the units, such as Chernosem, Brow 
rih, etc., have varieble maanings in different eeuntinee: Bg agreement 
@ legend cannot be reachad in a short time over the limited range of 
Ls found in Burope, the chances of agreement on the soils of the world 


2 exceedingly remote. ) 


mér cooperation of the European members on the world map will b 
ingent on the development of some catisfactory plen for pul en 
the map they huve prepared. The initiative and technical directi 
“this work has come from Professor Tavernier. FAO has furnished only 
ai support. Its staff does not have the necs scary technical cometence 
@ that unlike kinds of soils are being called by the samo names in 
ferent countries and that at the same time different names are being 
for the same soils. For example, the Brown Earth of Scandinavia is 
Brow Podzolic soil. The Brow Earth of Germany has included both 
| Podzolic soils, Sols Bruns Acides, and Gray-Browm Podgolic soils. 


Ve 


| 
| 
. 


} 
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Se three are distinguished in Belgium and France, so the Germans must 
ake dis tinctions not previously recognized or the French and ena 
sj comoine soils they think to be nl Mw ke. The Italians have anoth 
Kind ct soil that they call Brown Earth, the soils from bik coeiinams ash 
at we cell Ando soils. The Yugoslavian Brown Earths inclu 
6 our Reddish Prairie soils of Oklahoma. The present 
are oiten satisfactory on a patioeal bas is, parti icularly where the vast 
ef the Broim Farths are similar, but they cannot all be c: i i 
Betngle map to any useful purpose. the result would be like ebavaonne. 
Mi of the Now York solls (except the strong Podzols) wit f, 
the Reddish Prairie soils, the Non-Calcic Brown soils, in ae class 
saying that experience on any one can be applied to alle Such a map 
@ be worse than no map. Tavernier has seen these problems, and by 
& of many meetings and mich field work has persuaded most oe the 
Opean soil scientists to modify their national classifications and 
welop new maps on a now legend that reflects the most mederm concepts of 
Soil genesis and classification. \ \s work hag taken much of his tine 
d energy over the past eight years; and is not yet completed. He has 
en unable to make comparable progress in + the eastern European countries 


ver about five years’ time. 


» FAO proposes to have a map of the world in 196). The ee (top 
ine,p%,0f Exhibit 3) goes on to suggest the map will be ready for publication 
1966. This wording does not reflect the discussions of the advisory 
Oup, several of whom suggested that a much longer period would be needed 
or the work. It does reflect the failure of the FAO steff to appreciate 
Me problems they face and their failure to benefit from the experiences 
producing the European map. (I am sorry to have to say it so bluntly, 
% the FAO staff is incompetent to even understand the problems, let elons. 
jive them. If they preducs a map it will have to be based on the knowledge 
hat had found its way into te ctbooks as of about 1930.) The pattern of 

8 map will heave to be adjusted to the knowledge of the underdeveloped 
Ountries for there will be no advantage to a world map that is modern for 

me continents but extremsly elemental for others. If wide discrepancies 
ist between continents, the purpose of the map - to assist in transfer 
experience from one region to another - will be defeated. 


The advisory group appears (page 8, Exhibit 3) to be recommending that it 
four more meetings. Two of these are to be in connection with I5Ss 
resses. I protested this scheculs ap vehemently as possible, because I 
Ow Of no time or place less appropriate to discussions of a world map 
send then in connection with an international congress. There simoly is 
“ime. The advisory group emphasized that the problems would be difficult 
jolve, and that meetings in the future would require more than one week 
ke progress. The schedule as proposed seems to me to be a Big id 
ee attempt to bribe us to agree to the FAO proposal. f wea agree 
get our expenses paid to these two congresses. I was sot a party 

8 proposal, nor do I intend ne te the travel expenses when I 


Bo real work will be possible. The schedule of mestings requires me 
muestion either the competence or the intentions of the FAC 

ib should, in fairness, state Dr. Bramao's argument for this ec 
stated that many of us could induce our governmsnts to pay cur travel 
Benses and that the cost to FAO would bo lower for these meetings than 
Sthey wore heid at ather times or places. 

w asked about the Advisory Groups’ estimate of travel costs. This is 
min the last paragraph of pages 7 and 8, Exhibit 3. The estimate was 
33, 000 to $90,000 for travel during the period 1961-196. ‘his, in my 

; ” ion, is a fairly realistic sigur. More could be spent to advantare, 


S verious "continental correlators" and their collaborators. These mon 
regular work that mist be done. I doubt that the estimate of the 
piwill ses the work to compiction unless we content curselves with a 
Phat dess not reflect our present imowledge to at least a reasonabic 
2: iwrse. 


mao not know how the figure of $10,000 was determined. It may include 
ayel estimates for the period after 196. If so, it is too low in wr; 
Mion. It may include half of the original budget of $80,000, for 
Bis budget is not reflected in the FAO coracily pr soposed for next year. 
8 is your worry however and not mins 


ie other facet should bo mentioned. Victor Kovda, representing UNESCO, 
id very mich like to see the soil maps 5 repared by Mr. Orvedal's 
ad Soil Map Group. There is no sien on to his secing a sample, 
the list of areas that have been mapped is classified. Asa con- 
mencs, We carmot make our maps west iat le to FAO where we know such a 
meu could be compiled by a Soviet citizen resident ebroad and hence 
Wwicusly “trusted” by his owm _pbeadenseatal UNESCO, by agreement, was _ 
Supposed to concern. itself with soils - these were in the ficid of 
Why then is there this interest by UNESCO in helping FAO? I con't 
the answers, but this will explain Son ofcour hesitation over 
Mishing cur material to FAO. 


| Conclusion then, I would emphasize the following points for your 
sideration: 


. To staff of FAO is not competent for the task they are undertaki 
Ms they have demonstrated. 


Unless they are "rescued" by someone like Tavernier, any mmo they 
semble will be vory inperfec t, and will mislead about as many as 

8. Tavernier is about to wash his Rens of FAO over troubles with 
ation of the European map. 


A "ncor" map will be expensive, and will make it very dif rola to set 
Support at any future date for a group that undortakes a serious 


Ba doubt that time for travel can be 5 area in excess of this amount by 


FTF PS 
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PAO staff employed obvious chicanery with the advisory group. 
Ves of the proponents of the map are not entirely above sus- 
"Tavernier and Aubert told me independently the whole reason 

B project is to make a promotion possible for Dr. Bramac. I have 
Son to doubt their judgments. Kovda's motives may be very good, 
are subject to serious suspicion. 


me project as organized has the effect of splitting the soil survey 
fan FAO so that it is no longer given technical supervision by any one 
Micientist. The regular soil survey work remains under Dr. Ignatieff. 
Worle Soil Map is to be under « separate office supervised by Dr. 


ervision that will be given. 


an oniy hope I have thought to answer the questions that will arise 
ave tried to be fair and objective in my attitude toward this project, 
I believe a good map would be useful. I have reached the opinions 

i only with reluctance, and I am sure you will be able to understand 
inions. Whether you make the grant requested or withhold it is a 
don on which I can give you no worthwhile advice. It will depend. 
on alternative demands for your money. If I knew that you would 
my advice, I would still have trouble in deciding on a yes or 
jer, but fortunately I don't have this responsibility. 


Sincerely yours, 


Guy D. Smith 
‘a Director. 
Soil Survey Investigations 
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le, who is not a soil scientist. This reflects only on the quality — 
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October 13 we had an early conference including Pobst, Headley, 


Arvad Cline, Aandahl, Hopkins, Kronenberger, Dyksterhouse, and three or 
four other local people. We went out into the field and looked at a 
soil survey being managed by Young. Actually he was doing a good job in 
a difficult area, but with too little time to scout the county for a 
complete legend. Then ‘ase next day we went to another area mapped by 
James Stephens. All the time Dyksterhouse argued for greater detail 

in contrast to the office sessions where he argued for less. This 
fellow had a good vocabulary; he wanted to be a scholar; but poe lacked 
the juice to run it. We found the same situation as in the other area, 
“The soil scientists were good and knew their job. 

The next morning, October 20, we had another conference in the 
office and agreed to concentrate the work in a small number of areas | 


to finish them so the boys could set up a proper mapping legend and do | 


a good job. This meant that some of the ranch planners would need ] 
to do without soil surveys in a few places. I agreed to prepare a 
memorandum to Hopkins for Mr. Williams to sign, which I did later, 
I got back to the office October 23 with an enormous stack of work-- f 


correspondence, budget hearings, and conferences, One of these con- | 


FAO and WMO had a clear role. UNESCO did ia wa Was trying to get ; i 


in the act. An agricultural engineer from the University of California 


} 
‘ ‘ ; ; } 
ferences concerned the international conflicts over programs for water, i 
. a 


by the name of Hagan had worked with a group on a technical nonograph 
dealinglwi th irrigation, drainage, entewedilitey control to be published 
jointly by the American Society of Agronomy and the American Society 

of Agricultural Engineers. A detailed outline had been prepared and the 


selected authors were working on their manuscripts at that time. Hagan 


id wangled a trip to Europe and Asia, He was terribly anxious for 
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attention and in Paris Kovda had gotten hold of. him, buttered him up, 

and got from him the outline for the American book then under way. 
Immediately Kovda approached Parker and got an agreement for UNESCO to 
finance an international "source book" on irrigation, drainage, and 
salinity control. He used essentially the outline from Hagan, He 

chose several Americans as authors and wrote to them, including me. Most 
of the men concerned were up in arms and refused to take part. This 

was destined to be another sticky mess, 

On November 8 Young returned from his trip with the Secretary as 
another "instant" international expert. He told about visiting a 
peasant farmer in Thailand: "He could not read, so, of course, he 
couldn't think" Oh Godt Oh Montreall 

I had a conference with Assistant Secretary Robertson and Mr, Keefer 
about forming a discussion group. This went ahead for a year or so and 
Robertson lost interest although we were to have several good sessions. 

November 1h - 18 I was in Chicago at the invitation and expense 
of the Rockefeller Foundation for a conference arranged by Moseman and 
Charles Hardin on agricultural economics in Latin America, This 
turned out to be a very interesting meeting. Flores of Mexico gave a 
real hot talk on land reform. There were other papers by Latin 
Americans and by Americans. All of the speeches and debates were taken 
down by a court stenographer, 

I was back in the office on November 20 and got an assignment 
to write a statement of suggestions for a UN conference on technical 
assistance, later held in Geneva early in 1963. I got this done just 


“in time to leave for the Soil Science Society meetings in Sti Louis 
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beginning the evening of November 26, 
Since this meeting of the Society was on its 25th anniversary I had 
been asked to give a general lecture, A challenge to American soil scientists: 


On the occasion of the 25th anniversa of the Soil Science Society of: 


America on which I had worked lone and hard. The hall was full and the 


speech went over very well with the young men but probably some of the 


older men cidn't like it because Iudetailéd many of the mistakes and 


lost opportunities. I urged especially more joint meetings, with the 


foresters, engineers, community planners, and so on, Yet in time, the 
Society did act on many of the suggestions. 

The Agronomy banquet, always dull, was especially bad at this 
meeting. 

On November 30 I left St. Louis for Reno by way of Los Angeles and 


San Francisco. The TwA flight was wery!late. When we arrived in San 


Francisco the plane to Reno had gone and my bag had been left in Los 

desen da! I was put up in a little cold and noisy room. From this I 
learned that hereafter I should carry my medicines, razor, and slides in 
my hand case. The next morning my bag came in just im time for me to make 
the plane to Reno on December 1. Some of the boys in the state office 
took me to Lovelock where I was to address the state association for soil 
conservation district supervisors. I was put up in a motor court 


near the tracks of the railroad. In the afternoon I gave 4a paper on 


Soil survey for range development and conservation. I was so tired 
that I went back to my room for awhile before the banquet which was 
addressed by Congressman Walter boring -- an unreasoning, conservative, 


Super patriot. His speech was followed by an illustrated lecture on 


India by me. Many people commented on the contrast. 
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That evening Jim Adams of the Nevada Experiment Station told me the 
trouble they were having with the new Desert Research Institute headed 
by Wendell Morely who had the ear of the President. It looked like 
a real mess but I didn't trust ither Adams or Morely. 

The trains ran through my room all the time I tried to sleep 


that night. 


I attended the business session with Mr. Cleary, cut the fieadd trip, 


and got to Reno about 11:00 in the afternoon. Fortunately, my room 

at the Holiday Inn was soundproof, I took a brief walk around Reno, 
The terrible casinos had a sort of fascination of horror. People lost 
hundreds of dollars in a few minutes, 


After a good rest I got up early December 3 and went to the 


airport. The plane taxiged out, and then back for repairs. I called 


Cleary and we had a nice chat in his home. I got away a little after 

1:00 P.M., had a real scramble in Denver, and finally got to Lincoln 

late in the evening. I was there through December 7 attending a meeting 

of state soil scientists ane ¥orrelators in the Great Plains. I gave 

an introductory talk on the history and opportunities in the Soil Survey. 
Bill Johnson was there and gave the best talk I ever heard on 

Soil mineralogy. Many of the beautiful colored slides he used were 

made from thin sections that he had made in his own office and had 

photographed in color through a microscope. I had a fine evening with 

his father, M. B. Johnson, with whom I had worked a great deal in 

McKenzie County in 1931 and 1932, He had been the director for the 


land-use project that I had recommended to Dr. Gray in 193h. 
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The meeting went quite well. I gave an illustrated talk on the 
Soviet Union the evening of December 6, 

The next day we got down to business bout how to improve the 
quality of soil surveys -- of the mapping, correlation, and interpretation. 
It was a good work out. 

Finally on December 8 I got home after about the hardest journey I 
had ever had within the United States. 

I returned to the office December 11 with an enormous pile of 
work and special jobs for the New Frontier. 

Wadleigh and his men were very much exercised by a memorandum 
that Ted Byerly had sent to him and others that they should prepare 
the papers requested by Kovda. So a conference was arranged Devember 1) 
with Byerly about it. It seemed that while the Secretary's party was 
touring India Hagan saw the Secretary a moment and said that somebody 
needed to tell the Americans to do these papers for the good of the 
cause. ‘The Secretary said he saw no reason why they shouldn't. Of 
course neither the Secretary nor Byerly knew what they were about. We 


really had a tough conference and Byerly got angry at me and I fear 


that I let him have it back. (That was the first and only time.) It 


became clear to Byerly that he was wrong. He crawled out of it by 
Saying that he didn't order the men to do it. He said, "If TI had 
ordered them I would have said 'you will do it' not 'you should do it'," 
Well the easiest way was to let him crawl out with this, 


The last two days of the year I worked on a speech for Ames on 


county planning and made a fourth draft of the booklet Place of the 


laboratory in soil classification and interpretation. 
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‘The new year started with a nice gesture from Don Williams. I 
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more time to work on the Joyce collection. Early in the month, a 


found a hoo time to organize and sort out my collection of kodachrome 


prepared but unpublished speeches, Also I found a bit 


group of us, including Joe Robertson had a dinner meeting at the Cosmos 
Club to be something like those some of us used to have between 1939 
and the end of 1942. 

In January I was notified of my election as a corresponding 


member of the Belgian Academy of Sciences for Overseas. 
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Then too, I began to have trouble about Dr. Cline's salary. Williams 


had not forgiven him for the letter he and Brady prepared about the 
downgrading of soil correlation work. This matter was to hound me for 
several years to come, 
DA WwANll feed Pam 

I was working on a Comal thee appointed by the Secretary to prepare 
a program for a World Food Forum to be held in Washington in May, 1962 
in commeration of the 100th anniversary of the USDA. I had a half-day 
session to organize and!to prepare fa"small paper) for another session, 
(It was interesting that despite the emphasis of the Secretary's Office 
on Negroes, I was the only one who invited a Negro to take partt! 
President Evans of Prairie View A.and M. College of Texas served as 
chairman and did a good job. This was a busy time. The graduate 
school had organized some seminars on the great issues and I was per- 
suaded to be in the chair for several'of them. 

We learned a bit later that Dr. Alexander Muir ("Sandy") died of 
cancer February 1. Although he had been sick for some time it was a 
shock. He had been head of the Soil Survey of England and Wales since 


1945. We had been guests in his home and he in ours several times, 
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On February 5 I left by train for St. Paul for a conference of the 
soil scientists within the state. I gave a lecture on the opportunities 
before us in the Soil Survey. On February 7 I gave another at the 
thiversity on the education of a soil scientist during the day, and a 
slide lecture on the Soviet Union during the evening. One the way back 
I got a few books in Chicago. 

The New Frontier had asked for constructive comments from the 
staff so I sent one forward through Joe Robertson about the bad ‘effects 
of the current personnel policy, initiated by Eisenhower, which was to 
blame for a great deal of the confusion during the Cuban Crisis about 
a year before. (Insert 806a and 806b.) Joe read it and didn't like 
it, but agreed to send it to Macy of the CSC, one of the most cynical 
hypocrites in Washington, who would like it less. But anyway I got 
an explanation of a very bad situation off my chest. 

About this same time I began urging the Department to set up a 
small outside advisory committee on FAO. Few people in the United 


States knew anything about FAO, nor did the Congress, I suggested about 


ten distinguished agriculturists from the universities, farm organizations, 


and the like to be serviced by a small secretariat. 
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In February the Cosmos Club got on the front pated because the 
Admissions Committee had not elected a Negro candidate named Carl 
Rowen. He was a former newspaper reporter in Minneapolis who had been 
brought into the New Frontier. I looked into the matter and found that 
he had not been discriminated against because of color as several had 
Claimed. The previous year he had been on some kind of mission in 


Europe. On the way back he boasted loudly and irresponsibly of all 
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the changes he was going to make in the government. It just happened 
that a member of the Lecotatoant ted of the Cosmos Club was sitting 
near him in the plane and observed his irresponsible conduct. Ken 
Galbraith, Assistant Secretary of State Cleveland and several others 
resigned and gave interviews to reporters. Ken Galbraith had recommended 
President Kennedy for membership in the Club and, of course, his 
resignation stopped that. This happened not long before elections in 
the Club and two slates were sugzested. Just about everybody voted 

and swamped the rebels. Those who had resigned had second thoughts and 
wanted to be reinstated. Their excuse was that in the meantime the Club 
had elected a Negro and they had won their point. But of course this 
was absurd. Rowen had not been rejected on that basis. So the officers 


of the Club ruled that they were not eligible for reinstatement and 


_ would need to apply for admission in the usual way. This stirred up 


an enormous row at the annual meeting but the members supported the 
officers, 

Because of all this rowing Uo@e Robertson insisted that our dis- 
cussion group or "Board of Education! as it got to be called, meet in 
the Occidental Restaumant. 

Near the end of February I went to Alexandria, Louisiana for a 
meeting on soils and forestry held jointly between the SCS and the 
Forest Service. It turned out very well with a good deal of clearing 
of the atmosphere. The discussions brought out clearly that both a 
skilled forester and a skilled soil scientist were needed to select 
plots for determining forest-site index. The plot had to be a fair 


sample of a known kind of soil and be a fair sample of an even-aged 
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stand of trees. Many of the data already collected were useless because 
of a failure on one or the other of hina ect icbhcns points. 

I was back in the office March ] to an extraordinarily heavy load 
of Mreting for ap and field memos and of poy Weir. yer 

we On ware te 4 matali aN bal bage ete Marortad mal Corporation Ay 

New York called on me. He had called me earlier saying that the 
Corporation was considering a study of American colleges of agriculture 
and that he should like to come and see me about it. 

At first he asked me whether there were any real problems in 
these colleges. I suppose I gave him a lecture for an hour or more 
on the most serious problems including low standards of curricula of 
most of them. I talked about the indecision of extension, political 
ties with organizations, missed research opportunities, indecision about 
foreign work, and so on. Then he asked, "Well, is it worth making a 
study of them?" Then he got another lecture encouraging him to go 
ahead. So then he asked me, "who could head up such a study?" I 
consulted the map on my desk and began to speculate. Shortly he 
interrupted me, "Let's not waste our time. We have had this under 
study for two years based on an application from a group in New England, 
one from Dean Kottman for the "Agri-bhsiness" group, and others. About 
a year ago we had a two-day session at Woods Hole." (Then I remembered 
that I had worked up a lot of notes for M. B. Russell to attend such a 
meeting.) Fred went on, "We have talked with many people and the 
judgment is unanimous that you should make the study." This startled 
me, I said, "But I have a job, a fulltime important job." But he 


insisted. He told me that it didn't have to be done right away or all 
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at once. I told him that the next time he saw Ted Schultz to tell him 
that he wanted to continue as Professor of Economics an@ that I wanted 
to continue as leader of the Soil Survey. He just laughed. I could 
see the find hands of Bradfield ;Brady, Charles Hardin, T. W. Schultz, 
anh sa04 Moerman, I said, "I should feel highly complimented by this 
but I'm beginning to see the picture. You didn't want someone within 
one of the colleges. But you wanted somebody who had been in several 
of them. You wanted a natural scientist acceptable to the social 
scientists. And you wanted someone interested in the liberal arts." 
He agreed. Certainly that hadn't given them many degrees of freedom. 
I explained that I had a very full schedulg until the next December. 
I had to spend November in New Zealand. He said, "Couldn't you cancel 
that?" Then I told him how I had promoted the meeting there in Paris 
in 1956; that the top soil scientist in New Zealand was a very dear friend 
of mine; that he was counting on me; and that he was scheduled to retire 
soon after the meeting. He could see that I had to go. I also explained 
that I was committed to attend a UN meeting on technical assistance 
probable next February in Geneva. The papers had to be in fairly soon 
‘because they were to be published by the GPO well prior to the conference, 
He gzkbsed the question about a part-time arrangement and I agreed 
to look into it. 
Things piled up. The principal correlators were here for the week 
._ of March 19. I met with them when I could. But I did have other things 


to do as well. Dr. Richard McArdle, Chief 6f the Forest Service, 


retired and this I hated very much. 
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On March 2h the Ignatieffs came and we had several people at our 
home to meet them, including the principal soil correlators. I spent 
some time with him the next week. Joe Bulik had problems and McDerment 
called about the UN conference. (He was to be head of the US delegation.) 
The next Saturday Kovda came. I had Brief discussions with him about 
the so-called "source book" and the world soil map, 

I also worked in a few conferences about the Carnegie matter. 

Shaw, Brady, and several others urged me to work out a scheme. Brady 
also called about an offer for him to be Extension Director in New York. 
I was aiipe to talk him out of it and recommended "Tiny" Johnson. He 
called back to say that some people didn't like Johnson and claimed 
he was discourteous. I pointed out that I had been with him a great 
deal and never saw a single instance of it. I told him that if he 
looked into it I would wager the people saying that had neglected their 
| work. Anyway in a few weeks Johnson was appointed. 
The evening of April 12 Mommy and I heard Padraic Colum read his 
poetry. 
Robertson's "Board of Education" started meeting again in the 
Cosmos Club now that the dust had settled. The arrangements and meals 
were better than at the Occidental. 
| I talked with fesistant Secretaries Welsh and Robertson about the 
Carnegie proposal and also with Williams and Selke. It was azreed that 
| I could spend one-third of my time for three years on this project 


beginning December 1, 1962. It would also need to be understood that 


my official work in the Department would need to take precedence, I 


wrote this to Fred Jackson and he replied that they would need to insist 
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on more time. I replied thanking him for getting me off the hook for 
that was the very best I could do. He apologized at once and accepted 
the proposal. 

I also chaired a special interdepartmental committee on UNESCO-FAO 
relationships. It became clear that the US delegates to UNESCO were 
asking UNESCO to do things that other US delegations were asking WHO, 
FAO, and WMO to do. I filed a report on all of these things later 
over the objection of one member from the State Department. It was 
obvious that State favored UNESCO and knew little or nothing about 
the actual work of the other specialized international agencies. It 
was clear that if this report were to do any good several of us would 
need to work at it for a long time, (S¢ attaches Aépeif + 9/4) 

In May I had a long and interesting seminar with the Extension 
staff about what is happening to our soil resources, 

Also in May Guy Smith received the Distinguished Service Award 
for his work as staff leader on our new system of soil classification. 

I learned about this time that a Soviet Soil team would visit the 
US and that I was to prepare a program for them. Joe Bulik got hold 
of the names and gave me some vague information about their positions, 
The list included none of the well-known Soviet soil scientists. 

During the middle of May we had the World Food Forum, the pro- 
ceedings of which were later published by the Department, q.v. On the 
whole it went quite well and the Secretary and Mrs. Freeman ended it 
with a nice cocktail party for the participants. I recall going up 
to Senator Keefauver and explaining how much I had appreciated what he 
was doing. He said to me sadly, "Do you know what it means to work as 


hard as you can for what is right and then be thwarted time and time 
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REPORT OF SUBCOMMITTEE OF UNITED STATES-FAO INTERAGENCY 
COMMITTEE ON DIVISION OF RESPONSIBILITY BETWEEN FAO AND 
UNESCO. 1/ 


1. The subcommittee explored a few areas of apparent confusion between 
the programs of FAO and UNESCO, including apparent inconsistencies 
between the positions of the United States delegations to the two 
agencies. Examples include: 

; The proposed world soil map project 
The proposed sourcebook on irrigation and drainage 
Research programs in soil biology 
Agricultural aspects of arid zone program 
Agricultural aspects of the program for the humid tropics 
Oceanography 
Hydrology 
Fisheries 


Some of these programs were perhaps initiated by individual members of 
the secretariats without being fully considered in council meetings or 
conference sessions. At least in some instances UNESCO approached FAO 
to do work in some of these fields which they have been unable to do 


| because of higher priority work for the funds available to them. Yet 


they did not want to say the areas were unimportant or to object seri- 
ously if UNESCO spent its funds on them. This applies especially to 
the first five in the above list. 


2. It was agreed that the present organization of communications among 
the U. S. agencies concerned with programs in FAO and UNESCO should be 
revised, brought up-to-date, and then more closely adhered to. 


3. It seems desirable that each major department concerned have a 
specific liaison person or office for dealing with affairs of inter- 
national agencies and that a list of these be brought up-to-date, 
widely circulated, and revised as changes are made. 


4, It is agreed that the UNESCO and FAO budgets and programs of work 
should be furnished eachd the departmental liaison offices for ap- 
propriate review in their departments. 


5. It is recommended that ad hoc committees with appropriate agency 
representatives be used to give substantive review to areas of 
possible conflict or overlap among the programs of international 
agencies, such as FAO and UNESCO. 


abi Committee. 


Chairman of Subcomitte N) 


May 9, 1962 
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again?" I knew that I had a good idea of it byt probably not so well 
as he did. He never was well liked by his associates in the Congress -- 
only the people liked Keefauver. As we left for our car, we saw him 
walking down the other side of the street, tired and in deep reflection. 
(He died not many months after that, a broken hearted man.) 

The last day of the Conference several of us were taken to the 
White House for a brief talk by President Kennedy. He shook hands 
With each of us, As we left a reporter dashed up and wanted my name. 
And so I had an idea. I checked with our Information people and the 
photographer had gotten a very good picture of me shaking hands with the 
President. Orsini borrowed the negative and made some copies, one of 
which the President autographed later, 

May 20 and 21 I spent in Fargo, North Dakota. I had earlier 
accepted the request to come there at commencement for an honorary 
D. Sc., which gave me my first chance to wear my beautiful epitage from 
Gembloux. The Commencement was on Sunday and the next day I had a most 
unsatisfactory conference with the soils people of SCS and of the State 
University. The field work for the Stark County soil survey had been 
called "completed" for a long time. It couldn't be published because 
of serious errors. Everybody blamed everybody else and did nothing. 
So I arranged to go out in the middle of July with Aandahl to meet with 
the state conservationist, the state soil scientist, and the others 
concerned with it. 

The last week in May was hectic indeed with speeches to write and 
to give. Then too, the Department had received a scheme of Director 


General Sen's about fertilizers including a crazy attachment by Parker 
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on Fertilizers and Economic Development. It had the same errors of 


his previous papers and failed to recognize the importance of inter- 
actions and of the contributions of TVA. So I had towrite a memorandum 
about that. 

Smith was in conference about the world soil map in Paris in May 
and on @ study trip until June 16. Vessel also visited with the Western 
European working party on their, map While in Europe on defense intelligence 
work, Orvedal had a rough trip on defense intelligence work in Thailand 
from May 26 to August 19. It was essential to study the land on the 
ground in relation to air photos. During roughly the same period 
Miller was in Alaska. 

On June 111 had another unpleasant conference with Bramao who 
appeared to have plenty of money to waste in travel. He started out 
the conference by trying to flatter me and then went on to try to 
threaten me. He should have realized that 1 was an old hand at this. 

No one can flatter or humiliate a man unless he cooperates by feeling 
it. And I learned long ago not to feel either of these, 

Norman Taylor wrote that in addition to my scheduled paper he 
wanted me to give a public lecture in New Zealand. How the writing 
piled ups 

In June arrangements were made for both Cornell and Oregon to give 
the course in Basic Soil Science. The "Board of Education" met again 
at the Cosmos Club and I feared that Robertson was losing interest, 

On July 13 Assistant Secretary Welsh left the Department for a 
bigesalaried job in the tobacco trade. I wondered whether or not he 


had neglected my advice. Anyway, he left and Williams stayed, 
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I left for Bismarck, North Dakota on July 1). On July 16 Shoesmith, 
Aandahl, and others went with me to Stark County. Bus Lloyd, the state 
conservationist, couldn't go because of an extremely important meeting. 
This turned out to be a meeting on forestry -- in North Dakotas We 
were a big party altogether. Happily, Kermit Larson, who had been the 
party chief, was a good man. He knew where the "bodies" were buried. 
Some of the mapping work was too poorly done for a soil survey to be used 
in tax assessment. Large areas of land worth less than $10 per acre 
were included within the same mapping units with land worth over $100 
per acre. All of the boys within the state had missed the solodized- 
Solonetz soils, which had been thoroughly studied and explained in 
several publications by me and my associates in the early 1930's. 

This is why Mogen and Aandahl had been unable to complete a correlation, 
I took several of the field sheets and re-mapped the areas myself with 
the boys looking on. We spent all day at this. Then I got Larson 

to go over all of the maps that evening and estimate the total 

acreage of these badly mapped complexes, 

The next morning we had a meeting in a room with a blackboard 
and I made a plan with them. We estimated in detail the work to be 
done; who would do it, by name; and when it would be finished. Then 
we made schedules for the manuscript to go with the maps. What I did 
was to do what Shoesmith should have done nearly three years before, 
Then we returned to the state office and Aandahl went over with Lloyd, 
Shoesmith, and me the errors in programing and mapping that he had 


seen recently in other counties in North Dakota. It was a sorry picture, 
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In the afternoon it happened that a meeting of area conservationists, 


with some others, was scheduled and I went over with them in detail, 

(1) how the soil survey should be carried on, and (2) the training needs 
of both soil scientists and soil conservationists. That evening I 

gave a slide lecture on either the Soviet Union of India, 

Just a while before leaving I had a real tough meeting with Lloyd 
and Shoesmith who were trying to blame everyone else for the troubles. 
I told them clearly that I knew what they were trying to do and that 
they had no right to question the intentions of the others because if 
they had purposely set out to make a bad survey in Stark County they 
would have done just what they did. I became convinced that both men 
were hopeless and that we should continue to waste a greatdeal of 
public money in North Dakota until Lloyd was out, which we did for 
more than four years. 

I was back to the office July 23. 

In early July Dr. John W. Gardner, President of the Carnegie 
Corporation, and Williams had had a formal change of correspondence 
over the plan for me to have one-third of my time on leave without 
pay for the Study after December 1 next. In the meantime following 
Weleh's separation, the SCS had been put under John Baker. So I went 


over and explained the whole thing to him. 


Welch leaving left a vacancy for director of sciende and education. | 


The Secretary's office tried a little later to get another position as 
/ Assistant Secretary since they gave Welch's assistant secretaryship to 


Baker, But they didn't try very hard. 
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n top of all thegf speeches and the FAO interagency meetings, Dr. Selke 
got me into a job to help the American Association of School Administrators 
get out a new book on conservation. I agreed because the old one they 
had was simply a mess of propaganda dominated by Bennett and his boys. 

Along about this time Ted Byerly took over from Dr. Selke as 
head of the old Office of Experiment Stations, renamed as Cooperative 
State Research Service. I predicted that he would have everbody by 
the ears. But I was wrong. He did an exceptionally good job. 

During July Guy Smith had a trip of short duration to Moscow, 
Crimea, Belgiam, and Ireland. FAO had conferences on their world soil 
map" in the USSR since that was the only way to use the rubles available 
through UNESCO. 

On July 31 the Soviet team came. Before the conference I was 
advised to stick to the program I laid out but I wouldn't do it. I 
explained what I had laid out. The nice old chairman of the group 
thanked me and then went on to say what they were interested in, which 
was not what I had understood from the earlier meagre information. So 
the program was modified substantially to suit them. They had planned 
to return to Washington August 2) and go on to New York August 25. I 
said to them, "What a pity. Coubéh't you stay one more day and have 
lunch in my garden August 25?" And they agreed, 

In July and August we had conferences about Soil Survey work with 
the Bureau of Indian Affairsygand others with the Bureau BN AE A aaah 
trying to work out schemes for their own benefit. Since both agencies 
were in the Department of Interior this turned out to be nearly 
impossible because of the great uncertainty about policy and direction 


in that agency, except for the Geological Survey. 
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On August 1) I had a long session with Fred Prange. After Graham 
retired Williams had made him his foreign service officer even though 
Prange, formerly in internal audit, had never been out of the country 
in his lifel! Prange was willing and honest but wholly uninformed. 
Even so,he couldn't do worse than Graham had. 

That same week Drosdoff came by. He had done a wonderful job in 
South America and had learned to write and speak Spanish so, character-= 
istically, AID was transferring him to Viet Nam and he was having to 
learn French over again, 

About August 18 Govindanrajan came in to see me following a trip 
in the United States. He had gotten to be head of the Soil Survey in 
India in spite of his lack of qualifications by having an uncle in the 
right spot. I took up the question again of how impracticable it was 
for the Indian Soil Survey to try to have its own cartographic unit. 
He agreed and sail@ that he would try to get it done in the Survey of 
India, A few days later I saw a copy of the report of his "debriefing" 


conference in FAS. He had lied to me straight out. The next day 
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after our conference he had said that he was going to emphasize this work 


and send a man to Paris for training} 

On August 19 er I drove in her car to Ithaca for the 
meetings of the Soil Science Society of America, 

As usual I had a good many side conferences with various people 
including a long talk with Al Moseman about the job that Welch had 
left. I had a nice session with Lewis Nelson about several items: 

A chapter on TVA for the American School Administrators book on 
conservation; my Carnégie undertakings; TVA-SCS relations in the 


Valley; and fertilizer studies abroad. 
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I gave two papers there, one on Opportunities for Soil Scientists 
and Agronomists in the SCS and a more important ony on Soil Use for 


Abundance. Although the paper want well it was rather wasted later. 
The Agronomy Society published this group of papers on the food problem 
in a special publication. Two or three of those included were so bad 
that I never sent out the publication to anyone. Frank Parker was now 
out of FAO and had a job in AID§$ I assumed that he would be in my 
hair some more, Yet at this meeting he gave quite a good paper. I 
had already sent my paper for the Geneva meeting, coming the next year, 
to Dr. Rigney. Moseman had told me that it was circulating to a 
committee including him. I asked him, "What did you tell them?" He 
replied, "I told them that it was adequate." I said, "Now if the 
damned committee ....." "Yes," he interrupted, "I know. And the 
committee wont do anything else about it." 

On August 2); Mommy and I hurried home and prepared to have our 
Soviet guests the next day. It turned out to be a lovely day and we 
had luncheon at tables in the garden. Joe Bulik came along with a 
State Department translator. Thus with the Soviet translator we had 
one for each of three tables, I showed them my Soviet mementos and it 
Was obvious that they all had a fine time, 

The following week the Soil Conservation Sofiety met in Washington 
but I was abl@ to attend only a little of it. Mommy and I did go to 
the banquet mainly because Senator Hubert Humphrey was the speaker, 

As usual, he was late. E. A. Norton and his dear friend Ben Jensen, 
a Republican Congressman from Iowa, sat at the table next to us, Both 


had had too much to drink, especially Jensen. He talked in a loud voice 


against Humphrey and when Humphrey came in he got himself up and staggered 


out. Mommy and I had a very brief talk with Humphrey after his speech. 
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September 5 Reimer of the World Soil Geography group went to 
Thailand to follow through on the terrain intelligence work begun 
earlier by Orvedal. By this time Orvedal was beginning to have back 
trouble from his trip that later became very much worse awa Taia him 
up for some time, 

Along ab@ut this same time Dr. Rigney called me and said that he'd 
had only one suggestionabout my paper for the UN meeting. He said 
Frank Parker told him that I had worked too hard to prove my points, 
He asked me, "Do you have any idea what he is talking about?" [I 
lied to him in reply, "No idea at all." “Well, he said, "Forget about 
it and give us your final draft." A few months later I apologized to 
Dr. Rigney and explained to him why I knew exactly what Parker had in 
mind. I had probably worked harder on this paper than any other of 
comparable length. Its title was Interactions in Agricultural Development 
and covered the application in fields, farms, communities, and countries. 

It later developed that this paper was the American one chosen by 
the organizing committee in Geneva for the plenary session on agriculture. 
Ralph Phillips told me later that his Russian counterpart said, "We 
would be happy to have Kellogg speak. We know him and he is a good 
man." (He was from the Ministry of Agriculture, not the Dokuchaiev 
Institute} ) 

We learned about this time too that my old friend Carleton P. Barnes 
died suddenly while attending a geographic congress in Vienne. His 
wife was with him but was not permitted to see the body and was hustled 
home immediately. 

Earlier Dr. Jackson of Carnegie and I had arranged two one-day 


seminars at the Cosmos Club on the Study. People invited had been 
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given, confidentially, the tentative prospectus I had written. One of 
these held September 6 and the other October 10. Most of the people 
who ultimately accepted appointment on my Advisory Board, as listed in 
the final report as published by McGraw-Hill, came to one or the other 
of the two meetings. In addition to Jackson and Me, Russell Thackeray 
was invited to one and also Dr. McArdle and two or three from the USDA. 
This was a very busy time since I had to have my UN paper and 
New Zealand papers typed in final form before leaving for New Zealand. 
Another one of the FAO conferences on the world soil map had been 
scheduled in Tashkent and we had arranged for Ed Templin to go. Through 
some mix up, the Soviet Embassy had not received orders to give him a 
visa. But it happened that on September 10 the Soviet Minister of 
Agriculture was here on a visit. In desperation at the failures of 
our State Department to get anywhere I called the Agricultural 
Attache at the Embassy. He had been very pleased at our treatment of 
of the Soviet soils group and told me he would call back. To my 
amazement he did and said if we could get the passport up in a couple 
of hours the Minister of Agriculture would give the visa. Ed had 
already given up and started home but I had him paged at the Friendship 
Airport and he returned to his hotel. The next day he was on his way 
to Tashkent. 
On September 11 I had to study my Alpha Zeta lesson. That night 
I helped in the initiation of Secretary Freeman into Alpha Zeta and 
attended the national banquet. We had some additional conferences 
the next day with the chapter representatives. 
During the week of September 2); we had the annual meeting of state 
conservationists. I could not attend all the sessions because of other 


assignments. Two of my favorites, Sasser and Helseth, had dinner in our home, 
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Probably foolishly, I accepted an invitation to make a speech in 
December at the Royal Canadian Institute in Toronto, I worked up 


an expanded outlin*and selected slides for a talk on the Natural 


Fallow tinder shifting cultivation. 


On October 10 we had the second meeting on the Study at the Cosmos 


Club. I explained to Jackson that I should need to be attached to 
some kind of institution for the Study. McArdle had warned me about 
this. I wasn't going to learn about withholding taxes and all that 
sort of thing. After some discussion I suggested the University of 
Maryland since I knew the Vice President and it was near my home. We 
VZ00 8 fer Jy Lene) 

also agreed on the salary, and that he and Al Moseman would explain 
the proposed Study at the Agricultural Division of the Association of 
State Universities and Land-Grant Colleges. I talked about this with 
Dr. Kuhn and took all the necessary material to him. I had to write a 
proposal for him to start the proceedings with Carnegie. All of this 
could be gotten out of the way in November while I was in New Zealand, 

The next week was very rushed completing the, budget and getting 
ready to leave. Tavernier and Marechall arrived that week. They 
intended to go on to New Zealand with me, / During the few days left 
until October 2) I finished the speeches, the budget, and the 
arrangements with Kuhn. We left from Baltimore on October 2); with 
stop-overs in San Francisco, Hawaii, and Tahiti. In San Francisco we 
picked up Bill Johnson and at Hawaii Mel Williams joined us. We 
arrived in Auckland the afternoon of October 30. The details of the 
trip are fully covered in the New Zealand Journal, 1962, 

I returned November @6 and had my first day in the office on the 


27th. On top of all my other comnittments I now had the New Zealand 
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Journal to do, the writing for the School Administrators, the prepara- 
tion for the UN Conference, and the Carnegie Study. 

I soon learned that those of us in the higher grades were told that 
we should contribute $100 apiece for a Democrat rally. (Later Macy 
said there was no pressure on civil service people to contribute}!}) 

We had had to deal with David Gardner. He simply couldn't do the 
work. I had had to tell him that he mst either apply for retirement 
on disability or we should be forced to give him an unsatisfactory rating 
with a recommendation for dismissal. Through the cooperation of his 
physician and the government physicians he did retire on disability in 
December, This was a very unpleasant obligation. When Gardner first 
worked with me as my assistant I appraised him as having the greatest 
potential of any soil scientist I knew of his age. But several serious 
physical and phschological problems develpped including an excess of 
alcohol. 

On December 3 I went out to the University of Maryland to see 
Dr. Kuhn. He had arranged a temporary office near his and had also 
arranged for me to interview Mrs. "Flo" Orpwood who turned out to be 
a great help as secretary and administrative assistant. 

On the 5th of December we had another meeting of Joe Robertson's 


"Board of Education" in the Cosmos Club, ert se—tetd=nebheteir , 


On December 11 Mommy and I left for Toronto. We got there late 
in the afternoon without our luggage, and with me needing a tuxedo. 
But it came late that evening. We had a nice dinner meeting that 
evening. The next morning we had time for some shopping including 


overshoes and books. I had a luncheon session with some professors 
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at Toronto and two from Guelf. I had the lecture in the evening of the 
15th. It was snowy and cold. 

We returned home the next day which was Sunday. 

My first big job on the Carnegie Study was to find an Assistant, 

I wanted someone in the social sciences and since I felt I knew 
something about economics I looked for someone in political science or 
public administration. I was pestered with an unbelievable group of 
characters applying for the job. This had resulted from a press release 
put out by the University of Maryland and carried by several magazines 
and newspapers, I also took out time for a conference with the 

Dean of Agriculture at Maryland, Dr. G. M. Cairns, and his staff. Then 
too, I gave my usual lecture to an advanced course in economic research 
methods, handled for the USDA graduate school by Harry Trelogen, on 

The two cultures and reading. 

On December 21 I finished the New Zealand Journal. 

I had telephone conversations and correspondence with Dr. David 
Knapp about the position on the Study. We made an appointment in my 
Washington office for January 7 and 8. 

By the end of the year I was reasonably caught up in my committments 
and prepared to leave for Geneva on Saturday, February 2. 

This trip would also include a side-trip to Belgium since I had 
accepted an invitation from Professor Dr. J. J. Bouchaert, Rector of 
the University of Ghent to come there on February 16, the date of 


the founding of the University, to receive an honorary D. Sc. 
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In making plans for the Geneve conference I had pushed Alexander 
and Cady to complete and publish the palletin on daterite. This was 
begun in 1951 when Alexander headed a team under MSA for a joint study 
of laterite in several African areas. MSA had given a little money 
for the laboratory work and in various ways we were able to make addi- 
tional studies in both field and laboratory. Happily copies were 
delivered just in time for me to take them to Geneva, 

Dr. David Knapp called at my office after lunch January 7. He 
spent the night at my home and left a bit before lunch the next day. 
He was on leave from his position as Dean of Letters and Science at 
New Hampshire and had a fine post-doctoral fellowship at Harvard. He 
had been offered a similar position at the University of Oregon at a 
salary of $18,000. Yet he was then only 36 years old and a bachelor. 
In 1960 he had had a Fullbright in Finland to study forest policy. He 
had received the Ph. D. in political science under Charles Hardin at 
Chicago. We talked at some length about the whole problem and the 
general plan. I offered him the position as Associate Director. I 
explained that I was under no limit on salary. Yet the highest paid 
dean at the University of Maryland then received $18,000 and if he 
could come for $17,500 it might make relations easier. He agreed to 
come. Dean Price of Harvard wanted him to stay until June and I 
wanted him to come March 1. I got quite a good compromise. He came 


for the first two weeks in March and then broke off definitely from 


Harvard on the first of April. 
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On the evening of January 13 Mommy and I went to the big Democratic 
"do" at the Armory for which I had paid $100 for my seat. One of the 
other "tax payers" in the Service -- Cy Luker-- gave Mommy his ticket. 

Ae-tallid ‘\Ygliunlat. 
(Although I continued to pay my,Democratic "tax" we didn't want another 
of those "do! s",) 

I learned that my paper for the UN meeting had been selected as one 
of the very few for a plenary session on agriculture which meant that 
I should need to write a speech of about thirty minutes that would 
amount to a kind of summary although it couldn't be written to 
sound like a summary. 

As opportunities arose I had short conferences in both offices 
with knowledgeable people about the agricultural colleges. For nearly 
three years I was to spend roughly a third of my time on the Study 
and two-thirds for the USDA, This required careful diaries because 
many trips and even days had to be split. 

Because of the growing interest in soil surveys Mr. Landis and 
Mr. Kraus of the Bureau of the Budget suggested that I organize and 
chair an ad hoc technical interagency committee on soil surveys in 
"urban-fringe areas", (This turned out to be a poor term and later 
I used instead "areas of rapid growth in industry and population.") 

The idea was a worthy one. The other agencies could indicate their 
needs and jointly we could work out a program of needs that everybody 
understood. This seemed like a good idea. The committee included 
representatives from the Housing and Home Finance Agency especially, 
the Federal Housing Administration, the Public Health Service of HEW, 


and the Bureau of Public Roads. Occasionally some one from the 
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Forest Service or other agencies sat with us. These conferences were 
held for about three years. Good progress was made at first and 
priority maps were developed that were useful. But as time went on it 
became obvious that E, F. Henry of the Housing and Home Finance Agency 
hoped to be able to have his own “urban soil survey" within the new 
department (HUD) that was being talked about. Fortunately we always 
had someone there from the Bureau of the Budget and they could see 
what was going on after the first year or so. I never had greater 
trials on my temper. Although these meetings were to take a lot of 
time during the next three years they were worth the trouble. Finally 
Mr. Kraus suggested that we stop them and assured me that we would have 
only one Soil Survey in the federal government. 

I spent January 28 and 29 in Columbus, Ohio. The Soil Survey work 
there was extremely difficult to administer because of the weakness 
of Ohio State University in that field and because most of the state 
funds went to a politically oriented state department of natural resources, 
Brown, the new state conservationist, was far abler than the former 
one and he had a promising new state soil scientist, Don McCormack, I 
also talked with the poeple at the university and at the state department, 

Of course Dean Kottman was interested in the Study. He urged me 
to look over the reports of the “agri-business" conferences of the last 
three years. Also it came out in our talks that he just hated the 
English Department. I urged him to get acquainted with some of the 
people in their good English Department but I'm affaid that he never 
did, Also I got a call there from Dr. Martin of Minnesotg@l asking me to 


help them with their current curriculum study. 
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On February 2 I left Washington in Ke dense fog for Geneva to 
attend a conference -= UN Conference on the Application of Science and 
Technology for the Benefit of the Less DeYeloped Areas, I had suggested 
without any result that the speakers be limited to those who had 
actual successful experience in this kind of work. Had that rule been 
adopted over 90 percent of the speakers would have been eliminated. 

The conference gave me an opportunity to meet many old friends and 
make some new ones, Aubert, Ignatieff, Tavernier, Sir William Slater, 
Walter Russell, and many others were there. 

But the conference really didn't accomplish much. A high pro- 
portion of the delegates from the advanced countries had mever been 
in a tropical village and knew nothing of the conditions that the 
people faced. About 90 percent of the delegates from the less developed 
countries had been appointed through nepotism and had little interest 
in agyiculture, Especially the British newspapers were very critical. 

. (For the details of my work at the conference see the Geneva Journal 
which also includes a brief side trip to Brussels and to the University 
of Ghent where I received a D. Sc. degree.) 

I returned home late February 21 and on Saturday, February 23 I 
met with the Committee on Educational Policy in Agriculture of the 
National Research Council, chaired by Dean Darlow of Oklahoma State, 
When I had accepted the Carnegie grant I didn't know of the committee, 
It had been promoted by Dean Kottman and others interested in jobs 
for graduates in agricultural business. They had tried Carnegie and 
other foundations for funds but failed, Then they had taken the matter 


up through the Agricultural Board of the National Research Council, 
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I think they had a small grant from the National Science Foundation, 

Their secretary was a young man by the name of Geyer who was obviously 
intending to make a career out of this committee, I had thought it 
important that David and I keep in close touch with Geyer to avoid 
criticism of duplication. The membership rotated and was made up 

chiefly of deans and assistant deans from the colleges with a few outsiders. 
Most prominent of these was L. E. Partain., He had formerly been in SCS, 

and when appointed to the committee was with the Curtis Publishing 

Company. But almost immediately after that appointment he was reinstated 
in SCS as a "recreational specialist." 

Almost immediately the committee suggested that I finance a 
statistical study of agricultural business. Later I estimated that 
such a study would cost around $700,000. I found out afterward that 
this is what Kottman's group had requested of Carnegie, almost to the 
dollar. But I told them I would need to think about it and would 
discuss it later with them. 

On February 27 I went to Sast Lansing. The first evening I had a 
fine dinner conference chez Dean Cowden. He came down for breakfast 
with me the next morning. I had several talks witn deans, directors, 
and department heads. Dr. Swenson insisted that I go to the north-central 
meeting of RICOP -- Resident Instruction Committee on Policy -- to be 
held in Fargo in April. I had lunch with him and some of the soils 
people and visited the library. In addition to all of these conferences 
the dean had arranged a dinner conference with several department heads 
and others where I talked to them about our general plans. Someone 
asked about the time span we were shooting for. I explained that, 


"T'm thinking about the youngsters just entering primary school now, 


noitshnye! eocetod fasnoicei eit mov) dnstg Liat 8 bed yous 
Ylenoivdo sew onw 18490 ‘Lo eman eid yd osm seoy 8 esw YIsdeT9e8 4 

+i drievornt bad I .eeddttmmoo aidd to tuo 188189 s exam ot of 

biova of teyed nditw dovod orolo ni goed I bas bivall tedt dm 

qu eben esw bas bedstor qisersdmem edt .moitsoliquh to mat 
2isbietuoe west s dd iw esyelloo ent mort enseh gustnioes bae anseb to 
002 mt need yitemio't bed ek .tiadied .2 od esw ceecd to dnsaimorg deem 
wilieiided afta ecdid adiw eew eadtinnos od od Detaloggs aedw- has 
becstentey esw si dnemtctogdqs Jans iedts yLledstbeunt deom~a Jud -eregmod 
"Jallsiveqe Lenotieoie1" 6 es B08 at 

s gonsnit I tedt beteeonve sett immoo edt \Lleds tbemmt Spomthic | 

tnt betamides f teded eventesd Iswdlooitgs to ybudte Leolte 

tadt brewtedts suo brasot i 4000, 00T% brvo1s ¢e00 bivow yoote © dove 

eit of czomis .eivoniad 0 iubuamuet bed quorg a'nemdcox dadw at ebid = 


bivow bas Jf dveds Xaidd of boon binow 1 moat blot I dud - ete LLob — 


med ddiw tedel df eenoeto 
s bes I oeineve detit en? .aniensd deed of dnew I TS yrewndel md 9 o 
Jasivissid tor mob sis O11 .febwoU nsel serio sonerelnoo tents 
estotoertio .enseh adiw ervted Iotevee bed I .yniniom dxen esd om 
Lsijneo-diion est of op I turit bedetent noenewa .11 .ebsed taemiieged | 
ed of -— yoifod no sedd ticmod noltoustent dneblesh -- WoT to- ; 
aLioe eit Lo emo bas mii cttw doa bed I .LingA mt ovr af | : 
aeonetsinos seeds to {Le od nottvibbs mI -.yrewil edd bediety bos 
absed dnemdtaqeb istevee sdiw sonersinoo tonnth s begnerts bad neeb 
enoamec ,enalg Latetien wo dvods mead of baxles 1 er]dw. | 
want benisiqxe 1 .tot piitvcotie stew ew neqe emit exit ¢ 
wort Loosoe cionay paaadae sou exatesmnoy on Moose gabnktt att af 


2 


5 
_ a _ 
on 


el 


I hope our material will be read by the bright young instructors and 
assistant professors who will become department heads and deans." 
Cowden spoke up, "They wont if they're smart." 

We went then to an evening session of faculty, students, and 
parents for the annual giving of student awards. Then I received the 
first plaque for an alumnus. It read as follows: “Outstanding 
Alumni Award by the students and faculty of the College of Agriculture, 
Michigan State University in recognition of the honor he has brought 
to his Alma Mater through outstanding professional and personal 
achievements." After which I made a short address on the basic 
educational needs of educated men in relationship to individual 
curricula, 

David Knapp came in early March. We had conferences with Geyer 
and developed a counter proposal to that of his committee. I pointed 
out that an accurate statistical study would be very costly and soon 
out of date. I suggested that we consider having a joint meeting 
with around 15 or 20 of the leaders of business in order to get their 
judgment about the future requirements and their ideas of what kind of 
men would be most useful, Later the details 6 this were worked out 
with good success, 

Davigd and I also talked with a fellow named Henry §, Brunner in 
the Office of Education. He was a proud, pure bureaucrat, obviously 
upset that Carnegie had not asked him to make the study. He had a good 
fellowship standing with the directors of resident instruction in the 


agricultural colleges because he was their only link with the Office of 


Education. We had to use his records although they were poor and mixed up. 
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Then too, David and 1 had talks at home and in the office. Jackson 
of Carnegie joined us for a day. 

I had a talk with Thackeray and Anderson of the American Association 
of State Universities and Land-Grant Colleges. (A little later the 
word "American" was replaced by the word "National.") Thackeray 
gave me some books and suggestions. Yet I never did know what he 
thought of me or the Study. Clearly his first interest was to keep 
his job. 

Dr. R. R. Renne, formerly president of Montana State University, 
had been appointed Assistant Secretary of Agriculture for Foreign 
Relations. Some years previously he and I had worked together quite 
a bit on problems of land economics and I was one of the few people 
he knew well. So he called me over occasionally for conferences, He 
asked me for suggestions about his top staff men and I asked him if 
he knew Dr. Ralph Bhillips. He told me that he didn't. I explained 
that he was then in Geneva winding up the agricultural part of the UN 
conference. I urged him not to make a decision until Ralph came back 
because I could think of no one who could help him so effectively. 
Later Phillips came back and was appointed. 

This was the season for garden lectures and I made several talks 
about colleges. 

On March 20 I had a meeting with our cartographic heads and left 
that evening for Chicago to meet with the directors and principal 
correlators in advance of the National Soil Survey Work Planning Conference. 


This earlier meeting gave opportunities for the principal correlators 
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to point out their main problems, which were many, and also for Dr. 
Smkth to get their ideas on classification. Unhappily, Senate 
appropriation hearings came on Monday, March 25 so I took the train 
to Washington Sunday evening and attended the hearings. They went 
very well but the secretary of that committee was for some reason 
opposed to work near the cities and he got the senators to ask for an 
enormous amount of information about soil surveys. I spent a little 
time in the office to explain how this should be done and took the 
evening train back to Chicago. We had some good sessions on this 
whole problem of planning in areas of population expansion. I oute 
lined the principal problems before us and summarized the conference 
near the end. I was back in my office again April l. 

About April 1 Assistant Secretary Robertson talked with me about 
a top officer in science and education whether the Department's request 
for an Assistant Secretary of Science was passed by the Congress or not. 
I realized that this was gobng to be @difficult. For several reasons 
scientific work in agriculture, especially in the USDA had fared 
badly since World War II. Previously importent federal funds had been 
given the Department and the experiment stations, whereas few other 
fields had such federal support. Because of this priveleged position 
many of the agricultural scientists had not really joined the scientific 
fraternity. It had been almost impossible to organize good programs 
under the AAAS since agricultural scientists had their own coordinating 
mechanism. Few agricultural scientists took much interest in the 
National Research Council. Patty this was because the National Acadeny 
of Science had not revised their lists of sciences since the founding 


of the Academy by President Lincoln. No scientist, however talented 
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and productive in agricultural science and research was eligible for 
the Academy. The few exceptions were those that were primarily 
chemists, botanists, zoologists, or geologists. Yet the accomplishments 
of agricultural scientists had been enormous. To solve problems they 
had to engage in basic research and thus had contributed enormously 
to the basic principles in several fields. 

But a drastic change came in the late 1930's with tne funding 
of NIH, NSF, AEC, and defense, followed later by the space agencies. 
These agencies had enormous federal funds for research grants to uni- 
versities way beyond anything in agriculture. 

During the lean years and the war years the scientific affairs 
of the country were really run by about 25 or 30 people. They ran the 
Academy, NSF, AAAS, and the advisory grant committees. Further, they 
continued to do so for a long time into the 1960's, They received 
enormous support from the universities and the big corporations that 
benefited. The Academy itself began to eledt as members and officers 
the highly articulate, especially in the "pure Science" fiéld. The 
President's science advhsor was selected by the Establishment. This 
officer brought enormous pressure on the Department to discontinue its 
"piddling and applied" research and go into "pure science." Thus 
agricultural research had a false image, far from the facts, made 
worse by incompetent administration under Secretary Benson. (But it 
was no better under Freeman.) 

Then too, Byron T. Shaw became administrator of research in the 
USDA almost by accident. He had been a very narrow specialist and was 
promoted to Assistant Administrator under Lambert and continued under 


Cardon. When Cardon left he took the easy way and Shaw was promoted. 
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He set out to make ARS a consolidated unit and in the process wiped out 
the old internationally famous bureaus but was unable to develop 

a good substitute organization. Morale and prestige declined and the 
USDA lost some of its best people. 

No doubt Shaw had good intentions but he used extremely poor 
judgment in organization and in several key appointments. On top of 
this, Freeman knew nothing about agricultural science and cared less, 
Welch, the Assistant Secretary had done nothing. 

To get back to the talk with Robertson. He showed me a list of 
names including Meyers of Minnesota and Russell of Illinois: All of 
the peoplé on his list were receiving more salary than USDA would pay. 

I pointed out to him that the best candidate would be Dr. A. H. Moseman. 
Then he asked me, "Didn't Moseman and Shaw have a strong difference of 
view that led to Moseman's leaving the USDA?" I replied, "That is true. 
Shaw was entirely wrong and Moseman was right. Shaw had gotten the Repub- 
licans to endorse a poor scheme." Then he asked, "Wouldn't there 

tend to be recriminations?" I said, "No. I think Shaw now knows he 

was wrong; but anyway both men are gentlemen." 

A little later I decided that he had had Moseman on his list all 
the time and that after checking with me Moseman had been offered the 
job and had decided to come for three months. 

Curiously, when we had a "Board of Education" meeting at the 
Cosmos Club April 11, Robertson told me that Moseman had come and that 
his appointment had been suggested by Dr. Wiesner, the President's 
science advisor} 

During the rest of April and May I had several talks in depth with 
Moseman. He had quickly decided that he didn't want tostay and make all 


the necessary changes to undo the harm that Shaw had done. 
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Also in April I was again asked to figure out a program for a small 
group to visit the Soviet Union to make a further check on their 
progress in soil manacement which had been requested by the Secretary. 
This was a troublesome meeting because it was suggested that Volin 
go along while he was in the room. I strongly objected because I 
knew from the CIA that the Soviets hated him. Also I knew that he was 
a professional Russian Hater, (Later he greatly misled the Secretary 
in the briefing I heard him give him before he left on his unproductive 
trip to the USSR.) Actually we got a good team of Bill Johnson, Frank 
Viets, and M. L. Upehurch. But they didn't go until 196). 

The Secretary continued the pressure to employ more Negroes regard- 
less of law and Civil Service regudations. Except for the Soil Survey, 
the Service had essentially excluded them. The agencies were given 
"quotas", which was bad. They had to appoint unqualified people. 

April 16 I attended the north central RICOP meeting at Fargo, 

North Dakota, Many of the men were worried about low student numbers 
and didn't realize that this was because of poor unchallenging curricula 
and lack of information in high schools of the offerings and opportunities 
in colleges of agriculture. Nearly all of these men were highly 
frustrated. They could not tell department heads what they must do; only 
the dean can do that. Few of them had any professional standing of 
their own, Yet every complaint about teaching landed on their desks, 

On the return I stopped for a little over a day at the University 
of Minnesota and had a lively seminar with their committee on curriculum 
in agriculture, which was chaired by Dr. Martin, head of the soils 
department. Near the end, Skuli Rutford, Director of Extension, asked 


me to talk a little about extension. He had been there the whole time 
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and listened to the talk about broadening the concept of agriculture. 

He said, "We're all very busy; in fact I've got to go out on some of 
your work tonight. I'm going to a meeting for the organization of a 

soil conservation district." "And, of course," I said, "you are taking 
along with you one of the professors of your fine department of political 
science." He blushed deeply and said that he wasn't, This was a 

typical example of broad talking and narrow doing. 

The next day I spent in our state office explaining in detail 
what was involved in financing and carrying out soil surveys near the 
cities, We had a good seminar, 

Near the end of April I had a fine conference on the Study with 
ECOP -= the Extension Committee on Policy. When the Study was first 
announced work got around somehow that I had it in for extension. Fore 
tunately my friends in the colleges knew better, 

It was on April 23 that I received a promotion in USDA to GS-17 
and deputy administrator. 

Of course now that David Knapp was with me regularly he was 
also meeting with various groups. In fact he met with considerably 
more than I did. 

In early May Al Moseman came over with a list of names who might 
be recommended to take the job of Director for Science and Education 
permanently. He had the same old tired list that Robertson had given 
me. So I told hit that he had left off the best candidate. He asked, 
"Who's that?" I told him about Nyle Brady of New York. His response 
was immediate; "That's right I don't know why I forgot him." He made 
this recommendation to the Secretary which prompted Robertson to ask me 


about his politics. This gave me a chance to tell him about Dr. Brady 
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but I had to admit that well as I knew him I had no idea how he was 
registered, but that he was a liberal. Later Dr. Moseman told me that 
the Secretary would call Brady to come for an appointment and that 
Moseman felt he would probably call me, which he did. I explained 

the position and urged that he come for a talk. As I recall the 
follow up after these telephone calls was’some time later since the 
Secretary hoped to get Moseman to change his mind. I had assured 
Robertson that Moseman would not, nor did he, 

I had been invited early in the year to go to Pennsylvania State 
University to speak on the outlook for agricultural colleges. I had 
been asked to bring Mrs. K. witn me so we drove up on May 10. We 
went to the Nitney Inn. No one from the University was there or 
called. We had our lunch in the Inn and still mobody called. Finally 
I called the man with whom I had had correspondence, Patton, and he 
said, "Oh yourre there? I'11 be right over." Mommy had the afternoon 
to rest! Patton showed me a little of the work in dairy industry 
and then took me to meet Associate Dean Farrel and the Assistant 
Director of the station, Fortmann, They told me that we had a little 
time before the lecture and asked me what I would most like to see, 

I told them that I should like to see their most important piece of 
research, Then they insisted that I should see a new soil map of 
Pennsylvania made by a ndO-good doil scientist named Higbee, The 
map was pretty but absolutely worthless. It had no legend nor any 
descriptions of the brightly colored units. 

The lecture was very well attended. I talked about the image 


of agriculture and the changing missions of the colleges, At the 


asw en wor sebf on bas I mid wer I es (lew tacit Simbs oF bad 1 z 
Said om ofoc asmonoM .xd tedel .fistedif s aaw ef dedt tnd , bet * 
dent ons Ineméntogqs a6 tol emoo ot ybstd Ifso bivow yiaden | 
bents{qxe I .bfb ef cobiw yom [iso yLdedory bivow ed #Iet ft 

eid [Ifso0e% I eA .xzList 8 102 sod of Jedd besius bas mold be 

ot sonte tetel entt emoe-aew efiso oneriqeLed seers t63Isa qa 
hesees ber I .baim eid onnado o¢ mameeoM ten of beqor 

eo bin ton ,ton bivow nameeoM tadd mo | 

atsde sinaviyasnnel of ov od taey end of yfase betival need bad I. | 
bet I .a#enelfoo [sudlvoitps tot xooftvo eft no waeqe of yt 
ev Of ysl ne qr svorb sw oe om Mttw .% .at ania o¢ betes 1904 

70 sredd ins ydierevinw eit movt eno of wont yen IM aut | 
(llent? belies ybodon Lite bus anl edt nt domif wo bad owe 
ef bre nodded conetnihine tiie bei Sea i morw défw asm sat 
aoomtedis eit bed ynmoM "“.tevo digit ed LL'T Sersdd ertvoy dO" , 
Ywenvont yiish ai x10w sid to el[sd tL 3 em bewode aodgsil 
dasdejead sit dns Levts'l need etsinoeed doom od om vood nent bas 
eltdif s bed ew tesid om oLod yorlT acm etolisda ond to 
_— of eofff geom bivow I dew om beves bus etmtoel edt o1cted mtd : 
to soeiq tnstroqut teom theric ser og ett biuode I stadt modt dL or 
Yo qam flor wen 6 902 binore 1 tedt bedatent yedt nedT  slotde om 
ent Jeednill bene Settnoton Liob boop=bt 8 yf ebam oinsvl 

(We Ton breneL om bet JI .eeeltitrow ylotnloeds sud ytetg asw ql 
sad Ins oetolon yitinits ee to enottq bess 

erent ent duods beled I .behnetde [lew yrev ssw ewitoel sat | 
ort $i .eenelfoo eit Io enoteaim yntynsiio et bas omntLvot 

ae aL an . ey) “daha 2/0 Sa tl ale 


: on 
7 


eth 


very end I assigned them some homework: To write out on one page why 
we needed colleges of agriculture. This should explain what a student 
got in a college of agriculture that he couldn't get in a first-class 
college of arts and sckences, 

That evening Mommy went with me to the home of Dr. Matelski 
where we met members of the "Agronomy" Department and their wives, 

Dr. Sprague and his staff were terribly depressed over reorganization. 
Had I been president they would have had a worse time, That group was 
without scholarship, drive, or imagination. 

On May 14 Noble Clark came and he and David and I had long talks 
about the Study and what he might do to help. He was then retired. For 
some reason Mrs. Orpwood took a violent dislike to him. But I had 
always liked Clark. We made arrangements for him to visit several of 
the non-land=grant colleges of agriculture and to make some studies 
in a few counties, He went to the banker, the implement dealer, and the 
county agent at the county seat and got the names of the young men 
under 37 years old who were managing commercial farms. These he 
interviewed. He did a good job with this. It showed what a very 
bad job vocational agriculture was doing and how poorly the colleges 
of agriculture were communicating with the bright high school boys 
and girls, But it turned out during the next year and a half that 
Clark was a bit hard to handle. He visited some colleges that I 
hadn't asked him to, After a moderate admonishment I came to the 
office one day knowing that something was up from the looks on the 
faces of Mrs. Orpwood and David. There was a report from Clark that 


contained one or two unauthorized visits and plans for some more, 
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When I had read it David said, "Now I want to see how an experienced 
high-level administrator deals with such things," So I sent Mr. 

Clark a very clear letter as to what he was authorized to do. and what 
not. Expenses and honoraria would not be approved for any time or 
travel except for specific visits approved in writing in advance. Clark 
understood this. We had no more trouble and he was very helpful. 

May 20 to 22 inclusive Dr. Knapp and I visited North Carolina 
State at Raleigh together in order to examine all aspects of the 
college program, After that I wanted him to visit several and I hoped 
that this joint visit would serve as a good training session. Actually 
it worked out very well. Dean James was on our advisory committee 
and had things lined up perfectly for us. i/ 

On May 27 Trach of the World Soil Group went to Alaska for a 
three-month study of: sails for defense terrain intelligence, 

Beginhing June 2 and running for a bit over a week the US served 
as host to an international FAO conference on food. This was a bit 
of an anti-climax coming as it did after the USDA World Food Conference 
the previous year and espedially after the big UN conference in Geneva 
in February, 1963. FAO gave each member a large summary of the 
agricultural part of the Geneva conference. I had good talks with 
Sir William Slater and others who attend such affai7s. I made only 
a few remarks but sent in several memoranda, which I think undid part 


of the harm that Parker had done with his emphasis on fertilizers alone. 


1/ Since the interviews at the colleges were very long and detailed 
and since the final results are synthesized in The College of Agriculture: 


Science in the Public Sevice they are not duplicated in this Journal. 
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Also I was able to block the continual proposal of a man named 
Christian from Australia for a big FAO training program on land use and 
so-called integrated surveys, which I was sure would not help in the 
planning of farming systems. The Dutch had a good center on water 

and on photogrammetry. Ghent had one on soils for young men from 
overseas. 

The final results of the conference were not too bad. Both the 
Secretary and Mrs. Freeman made a fine impression on the foreign 
delegates. He attended the plenary sessions and spoke well and she 
arranged tours for the ladies and some for both men and women, 

On June 3 Fred Jackson came and both Dr. Knapp and I had a good 
conference with him. 

About this time Don Williams reported on a quick trip to Turkey 
to explain soil eonservation,. 

During the summer my time was fully occupied. I had many 
conferences with foreign visitors and with my friends from the colleges 
about the Study and about their own internal problems. Then too, I 
gave talks about gardens and the like as usual. 

I had accepted an invitation to attend a large seminar of 
presidents, provosts, deans, and directors concerned with agricultural 
colleges at Ft. Collins between June 15 and 19. Since I was a guest 
I took very little part in the seminar myself. Afterward one of the 
participants remarked to Dr. Knapp: "Dr. Kellogg was there for the 
whole session. He didn't say anything but wrote furiously." Some 
of it was quite good and some of it brought out to me quite clearly 
the reasons for their poor image that worried them so much, 

. Many were more interested in correcting the image than they were 


in finding ways to upgrade their staffs and curricula to challenge 
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good students. For example, Watts of Colorade said that, "The 
land-grant university is a university in the broadest sense of the 
word." These men have told one another such things for so long that 
they may actually believe them. The notes on this long seminar were 
especially helpful in guiding the rest of the Study. 

About June 25 Rourke of the World Soil group went to England for 
a short trip on terrain intelligence, 

On June 28 I met again with Dr. Darlow's Gommittee at the NRC and 
we and we agreed on having the joint conference in a few months. 

The next day David Knapp and I reviewed what we were doing and 
made plans for the future. 

That summer my son Robert L. Kellogg took an assignment to 
teach summer school at Ohio State. At my suggestion he called on 
Dean Kottman and wrote a most interesting letter about his impressions, 
Apparently the English Department hates Dean Kottman as much or more than 
he does them. They think of themselves as an island of liberalism and 
culture in a sea of reaction. Robert wrote that Dean Kottman was 
interested in the Study. He was concerned about what we might report 
rather than how it might be helpful to improve the work at Ohio State. 

On July 16 David and I had a meeting in Chicago at the Farm 
Foundation with about one-half of our Advisory Board -- Russell, 
Schultz, Bradfield, Clark, Jensen, and Andrews, as I recall. We 
were both disappointed. Russell somehow got off the track and Jensen 
was real cross, I think two things combined to bother him. For one, 
the legislature had made a drastic cut in their appropriations because 
the voters had refused to endorce a referendum for an increase in taxes. 


(For some reason Oregon is unfriendly to industry and has a low tax 
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base.) Then too, I learned later that when my strictly confidential 
advanced statement of a year earkier to Carnegte was sent by me to 
Board members due to some mistake it was circulated and enbarassed him. 
Yet we got some ideas out of the meeting. 

After the meeting Dr. Knapp went to Wyoming and I went to Cornell. 
This was a profitable visit. Here again I found a war between the 
English department and the director of resident instruction. I 
found that the agricultural education department had a very poor 
curriculum with no depth at all. They told me the state required it. 
Later, David wrote to the people in the state department of education 
and found that this was not true. Then too, the administrative 
and business arrangements there are extremely difficult. The college 
of agriculture, home economics, business administration, and one other 
were a part of the State University of New York with one set of rules 
and the rest of the university was privately endowed and had a 
different set of rules. For each course in mathematics, English, 
chemistry and so on taken by an agricultural student, the College 
of Agriculture paid the College of Arts and Sciences. On top of that 
the relations between the two presidents, the one at Cornell and the 
one at Albany, were not good. To the outsider looking at the charts, 
the whole set up was hopeless. Still it worked. 

With all these jobs and the extras I was beginning to gel quite 
tired. 

Early the morning of July 31 Brady came in and talked with me about 
the position as Assistant Secretary for Science and Education. We both 


agreed that he and I should not be seen together very much so that — 
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it didn't compromise his position with Shaw and the others. 

On August 6 Brady called that he had agreed to take the job 
beginning November 25. He had already promised Cornell University 
to go to the Philippines and he was president of the Soil Science 
Society of America which was meeting in Denver in the middle of November. 


In 1963 Frank Carlisle had a short visit in Rome with FAO, Several 


iz 


,§ ./of Orvedal's boys were out of the country for a time on defense 
— 

For some time we had had strong demands to send several soil 
scientists to Brazil to make soil surveys. I strongly objected to 
this because I knew that unless they had well trained Brazilians to 
continue the work and to interpret it, the surveys would never be 
used. We insisted with AID that we could send some experienced young 
men to train people in Brazil. Finally this was tentatively agreed to 
and we arranged for Hockensmith to go down for a visit during 
October and November, 

August 19 to 23 we had the state conservationists meeting in 
Salt Lake City. It didn't seem to go too well. Mr. Williams was very 
dogmatic and petulang. Then too, many of the men had their wives 
with them. I had a lot of discussion with the state conservationists 
about the poor balance in the Soil Survey. Funds for field work were 
increasing rapidly without corresponding increases for the laboratory, 
correlation, cartographic, editing, and printing. This explained 
their worries about delays in publication. 

The meeting about Baker's program for rural-area development 
showed that each one was primarily concerned with his own bureaucratic 
advantage, Several of the state conservationists said that the 


program would go all right except that the county agents were dragging 
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their feet. At the Ft. Collins meeting the extension directors had 
_told me that the SCS conservationists were dragging their feet. 
Actually neither group wese doing so. Most of both groups had had 
little training in economics and they didn't know what the program 
was all about. Nor could they read usefully anything about economics, 

Bus Lloyd just raisé hell to Don Williams about Aandahl's suggestions 
to him. He pulled statements out of context, some of which were not 
entirely clear. This set us back in North Dakota and it took Williams 
another year or two to get on to him. 

The evening of August 23 I went to Logan and talked with Dr. 
Thorne and others about their work at the college. 

August 25 to 28 there was a meeting of the Soil Conservation 
Society. My speech on Planning Soil Use for Both Individual and 
Public Goals went over very well indeed. Just before leaving Logan 
I had an interesting conference with some of the faculty in the office 
of the vice president. A professor of English there went on at some 
length about the high schools in the state. I asked him how many 
high schools he visited in a year. It turned out that ne had never 
visited a one. This was the trouble with many of our college people; 
they did not know the Pere in their states noft what boys and 
girls were interested in doing. When we went out the vice president 
called me back alone and asked my opinion about combining the departments 
of economics and of agricultural economics. I urged him to do so, 

On August 23 I was driven in an SCS car to Pocatello, Idaho. 


The next day the soil scientists of the SCS in Idaho and some of the 
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other staff met at the local college. I reviewed all of our principal 
functions in the Soil Survey and our problems and opportunities, with 
emphasis on self-directed study. 

September we had a meeting in Chicago for one day of the committee 
working on the conservation book for the American Association of 
School Administrators. 

On September 16 David and I had a meeting in Washington of the 
other half of our Advisory Board -- Aldrich, Cardon, Miller, James, 
Colvord, Ratchford, and Moseman, as I recall. This meeting was 
extremely good and very helpful. It was very difficult to rationalize 
the great contrast between this one and the earlier one in Chicago. 

About the middle of September I had a long conference with 
Assistant Secretary Robertson about the image of agriculture and the 
growing problems of relationships between the Department and the 
agricultural colleges. (These are outlined in the book on the colleges.) 

I went on to urge him to explain this to the Secretary. I gave him 
an unsigned prompter's memo, Since I had been impressed by the 
Secretary's behavior at the food conference, I told him that I hoped 


the Secretary would invite a group of people, all prominent in the 


Association of State Universities and Land-Grant Colleges, for a 
confidential off-the-record discussion. No formal agenda or note taking 
would be necessary. What was worth remembering could be remembered. 
Had this been done the Secretary could have saved himself much 
embarrassment later. But it wasn't, 


During September I had a lot of work to do to complete an article 


on The World Food Potential that I had promised for the 196) Yearbook. 
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One day Dr. Renne called me in and explained that he needed a 
good sound man who could advise him.on the many agricultural proposals 
from the UN Special Fund and from AID. He told me that he had met 
some of the men in South America and was favorably impressed with 
Matt Drosdoff. I gave him quite a lecture on Matt's great talents 
and urged his appointment primarily to get him our of Viet Nam where 
things were getting hot. This took some time because AID didn't want 
to release him. But eventually they did and Matt was appointed 
Administrator of the International Agricultural Development Service, 
When Matt came I told him why I had recommended him and that he 
shouldn't stay there very long because he could perform a more valuable 
role as a soil scientist. 

October 23-25 I spent in the study of the agricultural college 
at Oklahoma State University. This college was tremendously dominated 
by the old-fashioned animal husbandry. Nearly all of the principal 
officers including the president, dean, experiment station director, 
and several board members were livestock men. I liked Dean Darlow 
but he enormously underestimated his students. Assistant Dean 
Randall Jones arranged for me to meet and talk with a group of some 
35 or O students. Dean Darlow had objected to requiring calculus of 
all agricultural students. He went with me to meet the students and 
said to me, "Now you ask them whatever questions you like." First I 
talked with them about mathematics as a cultural subject and briefly 
traced the parallels among religion, architecture, mathematics, and 
science in the Greek, Arabian, and Western cultures. Then I asked 
"How many students here have had the calculus?" One boy raised his 


hand, He explained that he wanted to take biochemistry. Then I 
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asked the students how many thought the calculus should be required 

in the agricultural curricula? Over 75 percent raised their hands and 
I though Dean Darlow would faint. In the Study I found many deans 
Similarly far behind their students, 

I attended a lecture in sophomore soils on soil textural class. 
It was simply awful and contained nothing that had been learned since 
1900. Most of what the professor said was wrong. Later I attended 
a@ junior agricultural economics lecture which was first class. Also 
this university had one of the best college librarians I had ever met. 
So I found everything from extremely poor to quite good. I gave an 
evening lecture to a large group of faculty and students on the opportunities 

and needs of undergraduate teadhing. 

Based on the studies we were making, Dr. Knapp and I began to 
develop an outline for our final report. We had many dialogues and 
made many attempts and revisions. 

Late in October I met with the Advisory Committee for the USDA 
Library. They were a good group and I got some fine ideas, 

Early in November I had another in the series of conferences with 
representatives of other agencies about planning soil surveys in 
areas of rapid population increase, These were pretty touch. 

Sunday, November 10 David and I went to the meetings of the 
American Association of State Universities and Land-Grant Colleges 
in Chicago. This gave me a chance to have many side conferences 
during odd moments and meal times with several of the leaders, Also 


I was scheduled to speak to the agricultural division on A Study of 


American Colleges of Agriculture: A Progress Report. There were 
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three lectures for the afternoon session. After the first of these 
and just before I was to speak, Dr. Spielman asked for a few moments 
to explain several items that were to come before the Senate of the 
Association. One of these was roughly as follows: "We are concerned 
that the Carnégie study of the agricultural colleges is not proceeding 
along the lines originally intended." This was quite a shock, and not 
only to me. Dr. Baldwin of Wisconsin, a fine old scholar and 
gentleman, was sitting by me on the platform. I asked him, "What do 
you make of this?" He gave me this wonderful reply, "Young man don't 
you think that at least one member of the Executive Committee thinks 
that he should have been asked to head this study? Now you go right 
ahead. These people have had a hundred years and many opportunities 
to make such an essential study and they haven't done a thing," 

In about three minutes I was introduced. Obviously most people 
wondered what my reaction would be. I said simply, "I'm very happy 
that the Executive Committee is interested in our Study." And then 
went ahead with my speech as if nothing whatever had happened. I had 
a fine reception and couldn't help but observe that when I finished 
several of the most influential deans and directors got up and left. 

When the session was over I talked with David who was angry and 
disturbed, which I wasn't. So I had a long talk with him about 
bureaucratic politics and explained to him that I was an old hand at 
this sort of thing, which probably had something to do with Carnegie 
inviting me in the first place, 

I ran into President Jensen of Oregon and had a little chat 


With him. He was in a foul temper and I feel sure he was the 
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fellow that was behind this silly statement about the Study. David and 
I listened carefully later to the report of the Senate and nothing 

was said about the Study. The deans and directors had dome their 

joe. Scores of people complimented me on the report and especially 
about my ignoring the "introduction." 

The afternoon of November 13 I checked out of the hotel and tok 
the train to Purdue University. Just as I checked out I had an "urgent" 
message to call Assistant Secretary Robertson. I called but he wasn't 
in, so I told his secretary that I would call from Purdue the next 
morning at 9:30. 

The next morning I called Robertson, He was terribly upset. 
Brady had indicated that he might not come since the Department had 
not gotten out of Congress the authoriaation for an Assistant 
Secretary for Science and Education. He was mad and in one of his 
cursing moods, He gave me Brady's telephone number where he was 
staying with his brother in a little town near Denver. So I agreed 
to call him in the evening. 

Son some time I had had a rather poor opinion of Purdue from 
experiences in the early days, from their rather shallow work in the 
Cooperative Soil Survey, and from the poor leadership of the "Agronomy" 
Department. It became a bit obvious that the people at Purdue had 
expected a rough time from me. It turned out the Associate Dean for 
Resident Instruction -= Mr. V. C. Freeman -= was about the best man 
for the job I had met. I met with several student groups on the campus 
and in the fraternities. They were very good. And so were most of 


the department heads, 
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One noon Freemans Andrews? Volk, director of the experiment station; 
Diesslin, director of extension; and I had lunch together. At one 
point Andrews said to me, "Your report must point out those colleges 
that aren't doing a good job and say frankly that they should get out 
of the business." I replied, "Fred, that's the second time you've 
told me that. Perhaps I'm older than you or more conservative, but 
there will be no such statement in my report. I allowed myself to be 
persuaded to add this onerous job to an already heavy schedule only 
because it was said that I could help the colleges, If I pointed out 
that a few were doing badly, as you suggest, that very statement would 
be used against Purdue and the other good ones, Many people thin that 
the land-grant colleges of agriculture are all alike." 

I could see about three tons roll off the shoulders of the others. 
Shortly after the luncheon broke up Freeman suggested that we visit Dr. 
Butts, the dean, who was home ill following a serious operation, He 
had just called Mrs. Butts and she had said it was all-right. Shortly 
after we got thenDean Butts started fencing around about what I 
might report. Freeman interrupted, "Dean Butts this man is approaching 
his study in an objective and constructive way. You have nothing 
to worry about." So then we had a nice conference. 

During my second evening at Purdue Icalled Brady and got him 
almost by accident since there wereabout ten Bradys in the little 
Mormon town. He read me a long letter he had just composed. I told 
him that if he felt that way OK. I explained how the timber interests 
had blocked the bill for the Assistant Secretaryship by insisting 
that first consideration should be given to one in forestry. I 


explained that his authority as "director" would be just the same, 
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I told him that world had gotten out, apparently through Wiesner's 
office, that he was coming and for him to pull our now would embarrass 
the Secretary enormously. I urged him to go over his letter and then 
to call Robertson the next morning and read it to him. 

The next morning I called Robertson and told him that he could 
expedt the call. When I returned the following week I called Robertson 
and he told me that everything was OK. He said, "Why wouldn't he 
believe us? Doesn't he know that the Secretary would be castrated 
before going back on his word ete. etc." I explained that I had told 
Brady this in less colorful ways but that I was the only one in the 
Department that he knew real well. The previous Secretary, at least, 
had not hesitated to violate his word. 

The afternoon of November 21 I went to North Carolina State 
University at Raleigh for a meeting of the Advisory Board of their 
Agricultural Policy Institute on November 22, Fortunately we had moved 
right along and had most things finished when word was received about 
2:30 P.M. of President Kennedy's murder in Dallas. Everyone was so 
shocked that we closed up and I got the first plane that I could back 
to Washington. 

The next day was Saturday and we spent much of the time during the 
afternoon watching the TV reports and the taking of the President's 
body to Capitel Hill. Speculation was enormous. The Birchites, the 
Comnunists sand the Dixiecrats had stirred up so much hate and 
violence that no one knew what to believe. On Sunday afternoon 


millions of people actually saw the murder of Kennedy's assassin on 
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their TV screens. The stupidity, carelessness, and ineptness of the 
Dallas police reminded one of a gothie horror story of murder and violence 
without reason, On Monday we watched the funeral -- a most remarkable 
pageant with all the combinedprotocol of international diplomacy, the 
military, and the Catholic Church with Mrs. Jacqueline Kennedy and her 
children as the central figures. It was a sad, sad day. 

After dinner on Thanksgiving Day I left for Chicago and the next 
day addressed a meeting of the American Society of Animal Science, I 
had taken on this job at the urgent request of Dr. 0. G. Bentley 
then dean of agriculture in South Dakota. Dean Kottman spoke before 
me. I couldn't help but notice that he left his prepared speech in the 
chair and rambled a bit. I didn't know what he had in the speech but 
whatever it was he didn't want me to comment on it. I talked on Goals 
of the State Agricultural Colleges. To begin I had a little fun, I 
mentioned briefly the remarkable progress in animal science through 
their interdisciplinary research in biochemistry, genetics, and nutrition. 
I cited the results in poultry, swine, and dairy cattle. "But," 1 said, 
"as a layman in this field I need your help. I am unable to rationalize 
this enormous development through basic science with the emphasis some 
of you still put on the old-fashioned stock judging." About two-thirds 
of them threw up their hands and roared while the other one-third sat 
scowling with folded arms. 

Dr, Brady entered on duty as Director of Science and Education on 
December 2. 

David Knapp and I had a great deal of correspondence and many 


joint meetings to pick out the people to take part in the seminar 


edd lo erantqent base <22eneeeletso eWibiquts eT .eneetse - 
soneloiv bas tebumn Io ytote soTI0n efriton s ‘to eno hebnimet eo 
eldsxvamet daom s == Istenu't eit bedodew ew yebaol a0, 
eis ,yoamolath {snobtaentstné to Losotongbesdkdmon edt ffe ddiw 
ted bas ybenmeX entfevposl ett dtiw dow) odfoidted. edt bas 
-\sb bse ,bse 6 eew tI .eowelt Lewneo edt eo 

txen edd bas ogsotal tol diel | ye yatvigerinsdT no teantb 2 

I ,eonetoe [amimA ‘to yweiooe naso.temA edd to aiigeom 6 ft 
yeldned .0 .0 .rl to teevper tmep mw edd ds dof, efdd mon 

eicled exioqe nemttod nsel .atodsd sdituoe mt eundisobins Lo 
edi al foseqe bersqdetq etd del on dat eottvon gud ated o 'ab fay 
gud doseqe ead at osd ed denw worol ¢'abib I etid s befdmset b 
efso09 no bexist I .tt no tmommoo o¢ em tnaw ¢ 'nbth. ed esw oi 
I, swt efftil s bad I atged of .eonellod. Lenn: 


cn 


oitpk stade. 
agvotds eoneine Lentes af eastporug eldedremer exit elton 
-Holsinton bas ,eotteney .yiwteimedveid at doweseer 
ise I "tui" ,efttso yrtish bas ,emiwe .yrtiveq at edivest edd. 
esifsnoites ot siisny ms 1 .qled wey been I bleft etdd ot 
emoe atescqms ent ditw eorms.toe vined sguoiws tnemygoLsveh 
abtiid-owt tuodA "“.antsbet xoote benolsiest-blo ed’ ao tuq [Lite p a 
tsa biind-eno tedte od efinw betsot bas ebnead «tedt mw would | | 
280s beblot dt hr 

fo nolisoubd bas goneic€ to totoerid es Wb me betedne ybsid . 
Vian S58 eonebnaggerI09 Io Lee tarry 2 bad I bas qqanh bived | 


a 
‘tenines eis at dteq sist of efqosq edd tuo xolq od egattoem tok 


¥ 


on opportunities in business for graduates of agricultural colleges, 


Most of the planning was done by Geyer and Knapp. I had composed and 


signed most of the letters to the people being invited. As I recall 


all but one came and he was ill. “Arrangements had been made for a court 


stenographer to record all the formal conversation, 


We each had present some members of our respective committees 


so that we had several deans. A list of participants follows: 


From Business: 


BEARD, David, Waterman -- Loomis Seed Co. 
BRUSH, F, Raymond, American Association of oe 
BUCK, George S. Jr., National Cotton Council of America 


COLEMAN, Russell, The Sulphur Institute 


GLENNON, W. E., The American Feed Manufacturers Association 
GORDON, Howard H., Southern States Cooperative 


HOLM, Fenton W., Corn Products Co. 
HOUGHTON, Cholm G., American Meat Institute 


KELLOGG, Lester S., Deere and Co. 
KRISTER, C. J., The DuPont Company 
MAHONEY, C. H., National Canners Association 


PETERSON, Ervin L., Milk Industry Foundation 
SNYDER, Harold, Arkansas Valley Industries 


From the Study: 


KELLOGG, Charles E, 
KNAPP, David C. 
JAMES, H. Be, Dean of Agriculture, North Carolina State 


From _ the Committee on Educational Policy in Agriculture: 


Also: 


DARLOW, A. E., Dean, Oklahoma State University 

ALDRICH, Daniel G., Jr., Chancellor, University of California 

FERGUSON, G. R., Geigy Agricultural: Chemicals 

GRIES, George A., University of Arizona 

PARTAIN, Lloyd, SCS 

GEYER, R. E., National Academy of Sciences -- National Research Council 
SWENSON, R. M., Assistant Dean of Agriculture, Michigan State 

GRIFFIN, Westervelt, Assistant Dean of Agriculture, Rutgers University 


NORMAN, A. G., National Research Council 
PAULSON, R. E., National Science Foundation 
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We had agreed that the report of the proceedings would be strictly 
confidential. It was a veritable mine of information. In addition to 
the formal meetings we had luncheon together on December 6 and 7 and 
dinner together December 6. Our outside participants were very 
gracious and insisted that they learned more than we did. It was a 
hard two days because Dean Darlow insisted that I chair the meetings. 

I presume I got more out of it this way since I had no occasion to relax. 
Later Geyer and Knapp fixed up a brief summary that Geyer included 
in the report of his group. 

I was in Knoxville December 10 and 11 for a Sigma Xi lecture on 
The Changing Role of the Land-Grant University. It was only moderately 
successful because of the very poor room. The acoustics were bad. But 
the next day I had a lot of fun with a speech on agriculture and its 
image at a luncheon meeting of people from USDA and the University of 
Tennessee, 

December, 1963 was very crowded with papers to write and local 
speeches to make, 

On December 19 I gave a luncheon address before the top staff 
of the Bureau of Public Roads on How to Keep a Staff Alert. I brought 
up various devices to use in encouraging people to read in depth in 
their own profession and broadly in other fields. Then I pointed out 
at the end that by far the most effective way was for the staff 
leader to set an example himself. 

That same afternoon Dr. Brady came to our home for the night. 

That evening and the next morning we had long dialogues about the 
problems he was facing. As time went on we had a few other such 


meetings and week-end telephone conversations. 
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Don Williams was very sticky about recognizing an obvious fact that 
the Soil Survey was basically a research activity. This had made, over 
the years, a good deal of trouble since the universities all included 
it as a part of their research program and since the information units 
of the libraries did also. Each year I had to make reports for the 
various federal information retrieval services. In the beginning we 
had sorted out only the most basic research for inclusion under the 
vague titlg, "Soil Survey Investigations." I think several reasons 
were in his mind. It is harder to get funds for research from the 
appropriations committees than it is for "conservation operations," 

At the start I insisted that the basic research plans be handled like 

| those in ARS even though they weren't filed there, Yet somewhat 

| over a year previously Shaw rather insisted that these be filed in 
the central office as was done with the research in Forest Service and 
other agencies, This was done, This automatically made me a member 

| of the Research Council of the USDA. I think that Mr. Williams didn't 

like this especially after Brady came, Without any discussion with me 

he wrote a memo to Carl Dornky insisting that he write a memo for 


Williams signature to Shaw, "....stating that soil survey is an 


integral part of Soil Conservation field operations and that we want 
no part of it to be segregated and classified as research." Dorny 
Elked with me about it. But we had no recourse. I explained it to 
Brady and let it go. 
December 29 and 30 I attended a meeting of Section O of the AAAS 
in Cleveland. Al Moseman had developed a program on technical assistance 


in agriculture. As tired and busy as I was I don't think I would have 
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attended had anyone except Moseman asked me, At his request I spoke 
on Interactions and Agricultural Research in the Emerging Nations. 

Al had arranged a very fine session. All of the speakers and most in 
the audience had had at least some experience in this work, which made 


the debates very useful. (The proceedings were published as Agricultural 
Sciences for the Developing Nations (Publication Number 76) by the 


AAAS 196) 
Thus ended a terribly busy year. 
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Early in January I learned that in addition to the arthritis and 
high uric acid in my blood, I had a mild case of diabetes. Over the 
next several weeks I had to reduce my weight by 20 pounds. 

I did much writing and talking with people about the Study, our 
Soil Survey programs, and agricultural development in the undeveloped 
countries. David and I were writing a long annotated outline as a 
sort of rough draft for a report. We were obtaining so much new material 
and crystalizing our ideas that we had to have a detailed outline in 
order to sort them out. | 

On January 21 Dr. Drosdoff came back from Viet Nam to his new job 
as Administrator, International Agricultural Development Service, I 
urged him not to get too set in this position because he really should 
get back into soil science as soon as a good opportunity en, 
January 27 I went to Seattle for a meeting of the Western States 
Regional Soil Survey Work Planning Conference. On the whole the 
mee tingwent well, I listened to many suggestions and, of course, quite 
a few gripes. l1 gave an open evening lecture on new opportunities for 
community development. The conference produced several excellent 
committee reports especially on organic soils, shaped soils, and 
soil surveys for use in areas of expanding population. On January 
30 I gave a thirty-minute talk for the local TV station. 

On January 31 I went by car from Seattle to Corvallis, Oregon 
for an inspection of the College of Agriculture at Oregon State 
University. On Sunday February 2 I had good talks with several of the 
people working in soil science. The next day I listened to several 
lectures at the college and had many conferences. As usual, few 


agricultural students were taking advanced courses in English. I was 
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especially impressed there with animal science and with food science 

and technology. Oregon had a state scheme for continuing education 

that could muddy the water a bit if the university moved into general 
extension. We had a long and interesting seminar on undergraduate 
teaching. The president, Dr. J. H. Jensen, was in a much better mood 
than formerly. We had a good discussion at lunch about the administrative 
problems of such a university. 

I returned to my busy USDA office February 7 for conferences with 
Ignatieff and Drosdoff, Ignatieff came home with me and we had good 
talks all day Saturday. He left on Sunday and I got a chance to do 
a little work before going to College Station, Texas the following 
Monday, February 10, for a meeting of the Southern Regional Soil Survey 
Work Planning Conference and an inspection of Texas A. and M,. I had 
a conference with Dean Patterson and agreed to give a lecture to the 
students and faculty the evening of February 12 on The Changing Role 
of the Land-Grant University. 

The Soil Survey conference went fairly well. Mr. C. W. Tipps gave 
an excellent lecture on the corrosion of metal pipes in relation to 
the soils. I gave my usual talk to help bring our men up to date with 
present problems and opportunities, The committee reports were good 
and we finished about noon February 15. 

I spent the next few days in conference with professors and other 
staff people for the Study. Dean Patterson was having guite a problem 
in trying to get extension coordinated within subject matter depart- 
ments, The extension director J. HE. Hutchinson, was quite an eager 
beaver. Most of his training had been in “education,” The situation 


would have been enormously better had the dean been also extension 


director, 
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During my stay on the campus Roy Hockensmith called about rumors 
af a new scheme of SCS reorganization that would be very costly to the 
Soil Survey. 

I returned to the office Febryary 19 and first had a seminar on 
the Study with the staff of the Economic Research Service, 

The next day I had talks with Williams and Dykes separately, about 
this unhappy reorganization scheme. It soon became apparent that 
Williams had cooked this thing up and was not about to consider any 
suggestions whatever, regardless of how reasonable they were, I felt 
sure even then that it had been approved in the Secretary's Office. By 
looking at the organization ehart alone it would appear to save money. 
The Washington office regional speeialists were not all located in the 
same places except for Lincoln. The scheme would establish four 
primary centers: (1) Upper Darby, Pennsylvania, (2) Ft. Worth, Texas, 
(3) Lincoln, Nebraska, and () Portland, Oregon. We had worked very 
hard to get states grouped into five units according to broad soil 
regions. This unhappy new scheme put one southern state, Virginia, and 
one Midwest state with the New England group. Ft. Worth would have a 
range from the deserts of the southwest to the tropics in Puerto Rico. 
The Great Plains states were split among Portland, Ft. Worth, and Lincoln. 
Lincoln would have most of the corn, belt and the upper lake states 
with which none of the staff had,experience, Alaska was grouped along 
with Hawaii in the Portland group, whereas all its similarities were 
With the upper lake states, This scheme enormously increased the 
number of soil series that each principal soil correlator would have to 


deal with, Yet the typical examples of a high percentage of them would 
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lie outside of their areas, This grouping was little better than that 
one would have by simply grouping the states alphabetically by their 
names. Of course Mr. Dykes and I were much opposed to this. We 
suggested a far better and cheaper organization as follows; (1) A 
Beltsville office for the southeastern, thé northeastern, and the 
cornbelt states, including Alaska; (2) a Great Plains grouping at 
Lincoln and (3) a Western grouping in the Berkeley area. This would 
greatly reduce office space and communications and would put all of 
the people near a good library. This would have moved the Portland 
cartographic to Berkeley and Ft. Worth cartographic to Lincoln. It 
was most unfortunate that Williams wouldn't consider it. 

In the Soil Survey we had worked very hard to have all of our 
principal soil correlators housed with or near a good land-grant 
university and library. Now only Lincoln would be near a library in 
soil science. 

Williams' personal scheme involved the closing of the Milwaukee 
cartographic unit and also the one at Spartanburg. (The politicians 
were to prevent this last one}) 

Obviously this scheme was to cause enormous confusion and extra 
costs. We had to establish minimum libraries at Ft. Worth, Portland, 
and Upper Darby. The men lost very heavily personally in their moves, 
which were to take place during the next 13 months. 

The ghost of Hugh Hammond Bennett rode again! Except for Lincoln 
he had purposely picked places for the old regional offices where there 
was no land-grant college. And he hadn't wanted Lincoln but the 


political people blocked other sites. As a result thmre-were=st't1 
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Were there were still cartographic wits at Portland and 

Ft. Worth. But, of course, both of the cities were very badly located, 
off to one side of their regions and thus the time and cost of travel 
would be greatly increased. It was a heartbreaking business for the 
Soil Survey. 

Earlier in the year Dean Richards, of the Agricultural College of 
Guelph, Ontario had invited me to visit his institution, which I did 
February 2-26. I had the usual visits with department heads and 
administrators, On Tuesday the 25th I had a full afternoon seminar 
with all of them, which was very interesting and that evening I 
gave an illustrated lecture on the soils and agriculture of the tropics 
and subtropics to the students and faculty. 

Just as I returned home the afternoon of February 26 I learned 
that Dr. W. S. (Billy) Ligon had suddenly died while I was in Guelph. 
This was a terrible shame. He was scheduled to retire the following 
June, Happily, he had urged me to have a replacement so that Dr. 
Bartelli was able to take over immediately. Ligon had gone through 
the most horrible experience during the first three or four years after 
the Soil Survey moved to the SCS. A fellow named Glen Fuller, a personal 
stooge for Hugh Bennett, had been the regional soil scientist in 
the old Spartanburg office. {Many years before he had been dropped 
from the Soil Survey by Marbut for imcompetence -/ Both he and Moon 
had worked in Michigan in the summer of 1925. In those days the 
federal soil surveyors worked in the north in the summer and in the 


south in the winter. Michigan asked for Moon to come back but wrote 
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to Dr. Marbut that they never wanted Fuller again, For this he hated 
Moon and the Soil Survey and made all the trouble he could. To his 
incompetence was added procrastination and lying. He made trouble for 
Moon when he was principal soil correlator at Knoxville, then for Dr. 
Simonson, and finally for Dr. Ligon. He drove Dr. Ligon into a nervous 
breakdown although we supported him completely and so did the state 
conservationists. During his last few years Billy was widely 
appreciated by everybody. 

On March 6 we had a very rough conference with the inter-agency 
committee on soil surveys. Fortunately two men from the Bureau of 
the Budget were there. I was able to keep my temper but the deceit 
and conflict of interest of Elvin Henry of the Housing and Home 
Finance Agency was clearly obvious, 

That month Professor Victor Van Straelen died. He was the most 
prominent scientist in Belgium and had his finger in most important 
scientific undertakings, He had been very helpful to me in my work 
in the Congo and in helping the Belgian Soil Survey get on a good 
firm basis. 

Between my normal work in USDA, the Carnegie Study, appropriation 
hearings in the House and Senate, and the absurd reorganization plan, 
the rest of February and March were both hectic and busy. Also 
Lewis Nelson of TVA spent time with me about some of his problems, and 
he had several. Dr. Brady talked with me about the reorganization 
which he had tried to stop without success. As I had suspected, it 
had been approved by the Secretary well in advance of any discussion 
With the staff. Arrangements were made for Dr. Simonson to attend the 


Congress of the International Society of 50i1 Science in Bucharest 
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the following summer, I started writing this Journal; attended the 
meetings on biology and agriculture in the National Research Council; 
and began the garden season, 

In March I had a brief conference with Secretary Freeman about 
instructions for the soil team to visit the Soviet Union. I wanted 
to find out what he most wanted to know. At first it was obvious 
that he had forgotten that he had asked for this. I explained the 
problems in soil management and that the difficulties were mainly due 
to the low status of the Ministry of Agriculture. They couldn't get 
essential priorities nor could they insist on the Kinds of fertilizers 
that were most effective. Finally I assured him that the Soviet soil 
scientists knew what to do if these burearcratic matters were arranged 
properly. "Well then," he said, "Soviet farming will be highly pro- 
ductive." I explained to him that there was a great deal to agriculture 
besides farming, and a great deal to farming besides soil management. 
I said, "For one thing, the collective farming system as they have it 
will not work well." He replied, "They'll never give that up." I said, 
"Mr, Secretary, never is a very long time. People said they wouldn't 
give up the machine-and-tractor stations. But I saw them being dis- 
mantled in 195§. I am as certain as I can: be that they will drastically 
reorganize both state and collective farms in order that farmers have 
reasonable incentives to work intelligently." 

On March 30 we had another hectic inter-agency conference on the 
Soil Survey. The next day I went over to the Bureau of the Budget 
and discussed it with them at their request. They apologized for getting 


me into this thing and promised me faithfully that the Housing and Hone 
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Finance Agency would never get funds for an "urban soil survey." Then 
they asked me to help arrange a "high-level" committee of administrators 
from the same agencies. Later I tried this. It didn't work but it 

did help clear the air. 

Early April 1 Charles Hardin came and about noon I left for the 
University of the South at Sewanee. When I first received the invita- 
tion to speak there I could hardly believe it since all I knew about them 
was their old and distinguished literary review. The National Science 
Foundation had a program of furnishing funds to scientific societies to 
supply lecturers to colleges and universities in fields that were not 
represented on their campuses, I had been asked to be on a panel of 
such lecturers for the American Society of Agronomy. I did accept a 
few invitations but with such a busy schedule I couldn't get to 
many. I gave an evening lecture at Sewanee on Potentials for World 
Food Production. 

The ohly technical group at Sewanee was a small one in forestry. 

I had some nice seminars with them on interactions and on teaching. 

The head of the school was a rather tough old fellow and he insisted that 
all students had to have a basic education in the sciences and in the 
humanities. Thus the forestry group could have only a limited number 

of courses in technical forestry -=- not nearly enough to be "accredited" 
by the professional society of foresters, which recommended a curriculum 
weak in basic courses and terribly overloaded in the technical, So 

most of the courses they did have in forestry were designed to teach 

the boys how to work in the woo@s. About half of their graduates went 


on for Ph. D's in forestry at Duke, Yale, and Michigan, Most of the 
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others went with private firms to work in the woods. But since they 
could read and write they were quickly selected for higher paying jobs 
while those from the accredited schools remained in the woods, This 
was an excellent example of what David Knapp and I were trying to get 
into our book on the agricultural colleges, 

From about April 6 to 17 the printipal soil correlators met in 
Washington. I spent as much of my time as I could with them. Johnson 
and I had to make further plans for his team going to the USSR. Besides 
himself, he had Viets and Upchurch, The principal soil correlators 
and Dr. Knapp were at our home for dinner Sunday, April 12. The 
garden was very nice, 

Also we had an administrative conference and Don Williams told 
us that he had offered to resign rather than make a certain political 
appointment for state conservationist in Kentucky. I felt sure 
that he presented the case strongly but doubted compietely that he 
offered to resign. 

In May I discovered that a so-called soil scientist from Texas, 
named Bower, had been selected to go to Tunisia for an SCS watershed 
project without any consultation whatever with us. He had been in 
town for weeks for briefing and language study in AID. He called 
on me just about a day and a half before he was to leave. He had 
read nothing of the considerable literature on the soils of Tunisiat 
He had time for only a few hours with Mr. Orvedal. I made a strong 
protest to Mr, Williams and it helped later. We were doing the very 
thing that we had criticized AID for -- sending poor men out with 


wholly inadequate briefing. 
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On May 8 I had my last chat with Henry A. Wallace. How I wished 
we could have had a Secretary then of even a small part of his 
intellectual breadth and depth. 

In the afternoon of Sunday, May 10 I went to Pennsylvania State 
University where I gave a special series of lectures as a temporary 
professor during the next four days. I gave three three-hour lectures 
in economic development for graduate students. I had outlined these and 
had sent a list of required reading in advance including some reference 
material not in the library there. In between times I visited the 
departments as in the other Carnegie inspections, Agricultural 
economics, English, and dairy were the best. The agricultural 
library was real bad and the fine librarian was terribly frustrated. 

I had talks with the new dean, Larson. He was better than the old 
one but not much. I finished up these visits with English on the 
afternoon of May 13. Here I met a fine little Joyce scholar by the 
name of J. Mitchell Morse. We went to my room for tea and talked 
about Joyce. I had read his The syhpathetic Alien. I showed him a 
new book mostly about Joyce that I had with meg For the Uncanny Man 
by Semmler, an Australian. He had never heard of this. During the 
conversation I explained that after dinner I had to give an evening 
lecture. (At Penn State I had all my dinners alone.) So he said, 
"Well you wont be able to read Semmler this evening so why don't you 
let me take it?" I agreed if he would have it back fairly early. 

I gave the lecture which had been requested, comparing the progress 
toward economic development in India with that in the USSR. We had 
a very fine seminar. All these lectures and seminars had been widely 


advertised. The agricultural college was well represented except for 
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the Department of Agronomy. Not one soil scientist came}! 

Karly the next morning Professor Morse came with the Semmler and 
with a copy in mint condition of the "Hudson Review" for Autumn, 1963. 
He had a few because he had an article in it but he said, "You hang 
on to this, not for my piece, but for the first printing of Mark Twain's 
Reflections on Religion. His family had objected to its publication 
for years but were finally persuaded to let it be printed. 

After breakfast Professor Fliegel came to take me to the plane, 

I had been required to prepare examination questions for my students 
who had been writing while I was elsewhere. So I was handed a whole 
stack of exam papers to grade, I got through part of them on the plane. 
The first two were only C's, not good enough for graduate credit. So 

I became a bit discouraged until I came to a whole group from former 
Peace Corps boys and girls. They all had A's so I felt much better. 

We learned on May 16 that both Dr. C. H. Edelman and Herbert 
Greene had died. Edelman had had a long illness. His death left an 
enormous gap because he had been the greatest beached of soil science 
in the world. Greene had died in Africa on a trip. 

On May 18 I had to help defend the budget for the SCS including 
the Soil Survey for which cuts had been proposed. Assistant 
Secretary Robertson asked me, "What will happen if you don't get this 
money?" Somehow this made me angry so I replied, "Not very much, 
several more thousand people will lose their houses. But most of them 
are little people buying new houses costing only $15,000 to {330,000 
but placed where they can't last. Actually they're not even all 


Democrats." He didn't ask any more questions and we came out fairly 
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well that time with our budget. That very morning I had been to 
Quantico giving a speech about soils to those concerned with the 
protection of military bases. During the trip I had just seen many 
of these crippled hew houses, 

On May 22 the administrator essued his general memorandum No. utr 
establishing four regional technical Service centers. This was to be 
avery expensive time-consuming operation. 

Thet afternoon Mommy and I left for Sharon, Massachusetts for a 
weekend with Mary Alice, Jack,and the children. 

I spent May 25, 26, and 27 for an examination of the University 
of Massachusetts. I had long talks with most of the department heads 
and especially with F. P. Jeffrey, associate dean for teaching and 
director of the excellent Stockbridge School for short-course students. 
Jeffrey was an excellent man -- I should say the best in his position 
I had met except for Freeman at Purdue and McFarland at Minnesota, [I 
came away with a very poor impression of the dean, Dr. A. A. Spielman, 
Although I asked no leading questions: about him nearly every department 
head spoke strongly against him. He had made about the worst error a 
dean can make, He had sent around a nearly drastic reorganization plan 
Without consulting them. Many of them didn't like the plan, which 
wasn't good, but even worse they resented his arrogant attitude of 
no confidence. His worst error was to redefine some departments by 
interdisciplinary problem areas rather than disciplines, which almost 
always fails in a university. 

There were four independent colleges here close together: Mb. 
Holyoke, Amherst, Smith, and the University of Massachusetts. They 


had worked out a plan under which students at any one could take courses 


at any of the others. Jeffrey took me over to meet Professor Stewart /. Glak~e 
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at Mt. Holyoke who was chairman of the faculty committee. He certainly 
was a fine man. He told me about his difficult problems with four 
presidents, He was trying to get another bus to speed up the transport 
for the students. But he told me that in time the students would 
force the administration to do it. This was on May 27 and that 
evening I had dinner chez Peter and Barbara Rowe of Smith, It was a 
sad day for us because we had the word that Nehru had died. He 
seemed to us to have been the most intelligent of the world leaders, 
The next day Icaught a ride a little after 5:00 A.M. and was 
back in Sharon at 8:00. We bought a big swing set for the children and 
put it up in the back, We left Sharon Friday and spent most of the 
week-end gardening. Bjorn Johannesson was with us for dinner on Sunday. 
-The next days I had many problems about the reorganization. I 
called Red Smith personally to request a conference at Ft. Worth 
so our boys could look for houses. (Which he did.) 
June continued much like the previous months -- many conferences; 
a lot to do about FAO; and several lectures to give. Also lI hada 
lot of fussing to smooth over some trouble between Leo Anderson and 
John Oliver in the Development and Resources Corporation, But 
between the Study, the garden, and the work on this Journal I was 
able to put some of my worries to one side, 
On June 3, Hockensmith left for a month in Brazil with the men 
we had there -=- Cleveland and Van der Hoet,. 
Near the end of June, Orvedal left for a month in Thailand with 
a brief stop over in England. Drosdoff asked for Lyle Alexander to 


go to South America, But I explained that he was in airplanes much 
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of the time already and had been for years all over the world, with 
his AEC work. 

The Senate hearings were a mess that year. A dispute arose over 
watersheds, As a witness, Hollis Williams said one thing whereas 
the notes sent forward were quite different. The hearings were finally 
concluded on June 25 and Senator Holland was quite unfriendly. Also 
Don Williams was very cold to me and most of the others about something, 
I didn't know what but I didn't have time towrry. 

_ Near the end of June I sent to the Advisory Board the long 
Peart. outline for comment. This was a rough draft based on 
several others. Unhappily, some of the Board members took it to be 
a first draft of the report which it was not, 

Early in July Bill Johnson came for a final briefing and shortly 
thereafter his team got away for the Soviet Union. We had gotten 
approval for both him and Viets to attend the Consress in Bucharest 
on the way back. 

The reorganization squeezed out one principal soil correlator 
which was a great shame since we were so short handed. But I was 
able to get Mr. Ableiter appointed as my assistant to help the others. 
No one else knew the upper lake states and Alaska, 

On July 19 and 20 we had a good meeting on the Study with the 
Advisory Board, They gave us many good suggestions which Mrs, Orpwood 
took down in shorthand. UDavid again felt a bit discouraged because of 
the criticism of the heavy language in some chapers, most of which was 


his, Later I tried to explain to David that he must learn to take 


tough criticism. For many of us this kind of dialogue is more direct 


odiw ,bliow ssid tove [fe eusey 101 meed bad bas ybserls amid 
edo 
‘8VO Sseots edugelh A 1884 dadd seen so Siew eoniiwed efanee Sat 
eserenw yaldd eno bise amsilliy ekifol ,eeentiw & eA .ak ci 

Uisail orev egitused eit .tnerettib ed iep erew biswro? saee Bed 
oefA .\foneivtiy etton esw base flo sodene@ bas 2s enus', mo & 
aciudvenoe drods erento edt to ¢eom bne om o¢ boo yrev asw amet 03 
.uttownd emid over ¢'abto I ted dedw worm! oh 
arol eid brs08 eibemed eid of dnee I onvl Yo bas sod ise 
no beesd Jistb dowot s sew eld’?  drtemmoo i0't ontftvo b P 

ed ob itt oot eiedmem btsod end to emoe .¥LtaqednU .eavtedto Is 
i Jon asw di doiuw dxoget et lo Hisrb set. 
yitsone bas anftefid fen?t a ‘10k snso soeniol [fit ytul nt y free 
neddou ber sh .nobrU geivoc ond tol ysws ton maed eld te ite . 
cesienout ni teetanod edt cules Bi edelV bas mid sitod tot Levon ; 
todstotios Llos Laqtoning eno tuo bexeevpe nottesinssioe: ent 

esw 1 ju .bebner drone o8 etew ow eomte omade deem 2 eaw do. 
serewto ons qed o¢ duateteas ym aa betetoggs tedlefdA .1M Sey of af 
ebxeBLA brs aetete mist teqqny ett word eals 
od adiw ype elt no saitesn boos s bed ew OS bas “GE ylet m0 
hoowget .et% dotcw eaokyrosnve boon ynam a eve yout  brsed : vi 
to eexvsoced bess wooalb tid & ¢fe2 miexe bived — sbuedtsode mi ewob oe + 
am doldw to Jeom pereqedo enoe mt vant Oe j 
eoled of minel toum od sunt bival od mialqxe 6% beled Titel | 
soorlb etom ef simolsth to halt eidd oH vin tod 


pay 
pies gate oe 
4 7h 
i | On > © 
, 


and faster. I knew that we had a great deal to do. 

July 27 and 23 I spent with the cartographic heads in Chicago. 
Orsini was not well. Later he became very ill and aftertwo operations 
and a very long period of sick leave he retired. 

On July 30 David and I had a long conference with Carl Hamilton 
and A, Paulsen about thé@tr internal study of organization and curricula 
at Iowa State. They talked in liberal and sensible terms but the 
report turned out badly because of the influence of fellows like 
Red Thompson and others who had not had a good basic education as 
undergraduates themselves and who wanted to hang on to thetr old 
and ottmoded idols. 

I kept steadily at work on the Study and trying to pick up the 
pieces as best I could from the reorganization, I also had several 
speeched@ to get ready for the autumn months. 

Effective August 2, on my birthday, my salary was raised 
to $23,000. 

In August John Rourke also went to the Congress in Bucharest, I 
had decided not to go because of the enormous pile up of work. Thus 
we had a delegation of only Johnson, Simonson and Rourke from the 
Soil Survey for this extremely important meeting that I had done so 
much to promote. We should have had at least a dozen. 

David Knapp and I spent August 12 in New York City for conferences 
about the Study in the offices of the Carnegie Corporation, and 
especially about the Negro colleges. With great regret I learned 


that Fred Jackson was just leaving his post at Carnegie to go as 


20h 08 Jae) sooty 2 bad ew tadt wont I A ; tadal 


eonaoid) at ebsen oldgmtgodiso en’ dtiw tneqe I 6S bas ¥s viet 
enolveieqo owtetis bas [ff yrev emsoed off t9ed¢)ed Liew soa 
sbetive: of evsel yoke lo botieq Brot JTN 
noiLinet Lis sti somersiaos saol 8 bar I bas bivati Of yet 1 
sivofiwe bas nottsestusg1o to ybude Lesiedat whebes dnoda nee luat . 
eit din ewsd efdiense bus [atedi£ ai belles yedt eaten’ 4. ’ 

exif awollst ‘lo sonexfini odt lo eanaced yibsd suo m 
es noiisoube ofesd boo» « bed Jom bed ow eteddo bas 
bfo itedd of mo smed of bedasw ofw bas eovieamoist 
emt qu woig of oniyad hie Ybute ond ao xtow Ja elthesdte sqed T , 
fatovee bec oefs I .noltsx inentos: end mort bLiroo I teed ad . 
-EnsTON nadie exit tot ybset ges oF 
bontex aon cutee yk yRbitald yr mo «S dough evk 


WOOF 


* i tg > 


I .Jdeenedond mt eeergnod ent o¢ ¢new cals suo adel ermeh at " 


Lia? @ 


evaT ,.#10w to qv elfg evosrtone edt 2% eases od on of gon £ 
ent yal esol bie moenomte woentiol Yino 20 noMtspeleb » 


“| 


oe wulteen tnodroqmt yLenewne exit tt eve 7 
smesob 8 tesel Je bad eved blvode sh stoma 99d ry 

usentiies t0't we Wok wa ai SI seuwA tneqe I bets qqseut metry 
bas M043 etoq309 fihadienad eit To ae0 tito edd at Wuse at 
beatsel I gorges teers ct tw -eereLtoo wapolt edt duode 


of 28 clue se tam ais qatees Shere ities 


< 


1 rey she 


py ae 


a _ a am - 


5 


Assistant Executive Vice President of New York University. Professor 
Karl T. McGrath was in the process of completing a study for Carnegie 
of the Negro colleges. Most of his work was with the non land-grant 
ones. He volunteered to send us his tables of data in a few weeks. 
Although we wrote to him and to Camegie he never did send them. 
Fortunately we took rather good notes at the conference and had 
private and confidential access to other studies of two Negro land-grant 
colleges made by competent people for another purpose. We were also 
disappointed that Darnegie had the idea that this annotated outline 
was a draft of our final report, which I explained ee Shen wasn't, 
David's depression about these two meetings spread to Mrs. Orpwood. 
I emphasized to them they should quit the&tr damned worrying and that 
we were going to have a first-class book and that it would be published 
by a reputable company. Still they didn't quite believe me. 
August 17 and 18 I attended the meetings of the American Farm 


Economic Association at Purdue and gave an address on Agricultural 


Economists in the Changing Land-Grant University: Two Bxamples 
for Interdigciplinary Researchs This meeting gave me an excellent 


chance for talks with several about the Study and especially with 
Professor Schultz. 

On August 28 Leo Anderson and I completed a plan for Paul Carroll 
and R. C. Malmgren to undertake a soil survey in the lvory Coast. The 
Development and Resources Corporation had a contract with AID so the 
boys would be working for Development and Resources and could get 
higher salaries so we were able to get good men, Peter Ahn of Ghana 


agreed to advise them on getting started. 
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On September 10 William Johnson and his party returned from eastern 
Europe and we had a good session with several from the Department in the 
Secretary's conference room the next day. 

Along about this time and dragging on for many, many weeks I had 
trouble about an assistant principal soil correlator for the Great 
Plains. Mohagen wanted me to take first one and then another "left 
over" soil scientist who simply were not qualified for one reason or 
another, Aandahl and I agreed that we might better leave the position 
vacant. I resented enormously the hours and hours I had to spend during 
the next year to protect such important scientific positions from 
becoming a dumping ground. In almost every instance of a top position 
Mohagen plugged for a poor man having "long and faithful" service. Her 
whole influence was to pull down the quality of the scientific positions. 
Part of this was due to the internal jealousy. By any reasonable 
standard the Soil Survey had more first-class people than all the 
rest of the Service, and the Soil Survey had far too few, 

September 20 to 25 the annual meeting of state conservationists was 
held in Washington. Again there was much talk about delays in 
publication, which I had explained in detail every year since 1955. 
Essentially all of the state conservationists realized that it was a 
simple matter of balance between field staff and staff for correlation, 
laboratory, editing, and cartography, and funds for printing. Anyway 
a resolution was passed for a study of correlation procedures although 
these weren't relevant to the problem, Fortunately I was able to get 


the administrator to modify this a bit to “organization and procedures 
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in soil correlation and related activities." Our troubles were with the 
"related activities." We had already had one study of the text for the 
published soil survey which had been useless, 

During much of the early autumn Guy Smijth was on leave at Ghent 
for lectures. He took a short trip to London for a meeting on tropical 
agriculture, and one to Rome on FAO's so-called world soil map. 

On October 2 we had the last meeting of the then useless 
inter-agency committee on planning soil surveys. 

Don Williams was away when we had our budget hearings for a trip 
to New Zealand. Why he was invited # never knew until Ralph Sasser 
gave me a possible explanation later. Some time before a New Zealand 
guest interested in soil conservation visited us. I recalled 
vaguely having urged him to go to Tennessee, which he did. Nathan 
Brown, the assistant state conservationist and a very good man,showed 
him around. The New Zealander was much impressed with him and asked 
him and Sasser if Brown might come to New Zealand. They agreed that 
he could if an official invitation were made and his travel approved. 
After his return to New Zealand the man maintained correspondence with 
Brown and kept him up to date on the progress of the invitation. Finally 
he wrote that everything had gone forward. It never came. But shortly 
after that came the announcement that Mr. Williams had accepted an 
invitation to go to New Zealand, 

On October 1); we had a very bad budget hearing. Hollis 
Williams got angry and made quite a lot of trouble. He had no respect 
for Gladwin Young at all and Young couldn't do anything with him. After 


it was over I called the people in Budget and apologized and explained 


Wat Hollis was not well and was very tired. 
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David and 1 worked wery hard on the Study during the rest of 
196. . 

October 26 and 27 I spent at Ames, Iowa for a state-wide meeting 
of the whole extension staff, I gave an address on Renewable Natural 
Resources: The Role of the Land-Grant Universities. I made a strong 
plea for more emphasis in extension, teaching, and research on natural 
resources, including non-farm uses, and also on interdisciplinary research 
in that area, Late in the evening of the first day I was given a copy 

On Ctitteadle at clbtrirtg STAC 
of the draft porer scree up by Carl Hamilton and his group. It 
was disappointingly poor. I worked on it several hours but I doubt 
that it helped very much. The second day I had talks with Dr. Pierre, 
Ruie, Browning, and several others, mainly about our cooperative research 
in geomorphology. 

November 8 to 10 I spent most of my time at a meeting of the 
National Association of State Universities and Land-Grant Colleges 
in Washington. I spoke to the group on resident instruction on 
The Undergraduate Program of the Land-Grant College of Agriculture. 
This went well although a bit hard for some of the older ones to 
accept. I had a good many excellent private sessions about ideas for 
my report and about problems within individual colleges. 

On November 15 I left for the meetings of the Soil Science Society 
in Kansas City while Mommy left for Boston. I never knew why but the 
careless officers of the Agronomy Society had invited a Lester Brown to 
talk on the world food problem. He had already written a lot of 


nonsense. Brown was a bright boy but lacked research discipline. He 


was unable to work as a scholer or with other people. He made up his 
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mind what he wanted to prove and found selected material to prove it. 

I had a lot of very fruitful conferences about Soil Survey work 
at this meeting. I was delighted to see Dr. K. F. O'Connor who had 
been my guide on the tour in New Zealand in 1962. He had won a 
fellowship for study at Guelph. Dr. Ratchford, Director of Extension 
at the University of Missouri, and on our Advisory Board for the Study, 
gave an excellent talk at the extension breakfast. I had sood visits 
with him, Dr. Moseman, and several others about the Study. 

On the last day I had an early breakfast meeting with the soil 
scientists of the Forest Service and we had a good dialogue. 

Both of us were home again on November 20. 

On December 9 I had to make a difficult decision. Because of the 
rush with the Study -- David was leaving in April -- I turned down an 
all-expense trip for the Pugwash meeting in Venice the following 
April. I should like to have gone because they were going to talk 
about the world food problem as well as disarmament. These meetings 
were financed by Cyrus Eaton and attended by only a very few of the 
top scientists in several countries, including the USSR. I did 
send them a few memoranda and suggestions. 

December 1h was spent in Raleigh with the advisory committee of 
the Public Affairs Institute. 

December 16 I met with the committee Williams had set up to 
study the Soil Survey. He had consulted me on the membership and 
With the exception of the chairman, Gladwin Young, it was an excellent 


committee of H. N. Smith, J. R. Sasser, L. HE, Derr, and Guy D. Smith. 
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Young had no idea what it was all about but he was so jealous of me 
that I expected trouble. Fortunately the others recognized this 
right away and I had private conferences with each of them, 

Near the end of December we had our manuscript in fair shape for 
our book and I hired Rath Nordin to spend some time on it. 

On December 2l: I wrote a fairly long letter to Bartelli 
encouraging him to be a bit more tactful and explaining that some 
men who are not good in one area may after all be quite good in 


some other areas, 
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1965. After his reelection in November 1964 President Johnson set out to 
be a very strong president. Although Goldwater lost, he succeeded in 
pushing Johnson quite far toward the right, but the liberals had no 
other place to go. Johnson became his own budget director, 

In January it appeared that Agriculture might be hit quite hard, 
especially in research. The Director of the Budget -- Kermit Gordon -- 
was quite unsympathetic toward USDA. Most of the trouble had been 
caused by the poor image of agriculture created largely by the 
"agricultural establishment" itself -- the Department, the colleges, 
and the bitterly-quarreling farm organizations, both the general ones 
and the multitude of special ones. None of them had appreciated the 
difference between agriculture and farming. Be aoe ae Petras tates 

| published silly figures showing that in 1820 each farm worker supported 

himself and three or four other people and now himself and over 30 

ene! This was completely false. I had been pointing out for years 

‘that only about one quarter of the full-time workers in agriculture work 

on farms, Statistically, farm workers have moved to the city to make 

production goods for farmers and to process their products. Formerly 
these things were done on the farm. Our economists fail to realize, 

as they did in the 1920's, that agriculture is essential, not only to 

initiate economic growth but also to sustain it. Even with the price 

supports and the taxes people pay the proportion of their time spent 
in earning food is the lowest in the world. Since the Second World 

War Britain had neglected her agriculture. The result of this, along 


with the poor education and working ability of British labor, seemed 


bound to bring on a terrible crisis in britain. 
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The Secretary and his immediate staff were very poor economists. 
Nor did they know how to use the USDA staff -- not any more than Benson 
did. The President recommended, and the Secretary went along, deep cuts 
in agricultural research, and some in most other areas, Then too, the 
Secretary tried to protect Rebekseronticettin/ and development 
ppojects and the "out reach" program as some things he had proposed. 

Much of the SCS work, especially in farm planning, had been in- 
efficient and unimaginative. Many field offices were overstaffed. With 
records on unit costs something could have been done. But on January 8, 
1965 Carl Dorny told me that of all the Washington staff, my office was 
the only one that used those figures. Where soil survey costs ran 
high we went out to the states and hézped them correct any mistakes, 
Many states were spending $250 for a farm plan at about 50 cents an 
acre Alaska was running $2,000 a plan and nearly $25 an acret 
Nevada's figures were about $900 a plan and $1.65 an acre} These 
were absurd and ridiculous. 

The main troubles in the Service up to 1965 had been due to low 
quality people, both in the field and in Washington. Not over one 
percent really studied. Regardless of budgets, uhless the staff could 
be substantially upgraded, the farm planning should have been abolished 
by somebody. But this could have dragged down the Soil Survey and the 
engineering work with it. 

That winter the morale in the Department was terribly low. Yet 
it did not seem that all the cuts would be sustained by the Congress. 


Actually if the USDA and the colleges had been doing what they should 
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have in rural and suburban community planning, Congress would have been 
Willing to give increases, 

But the whole "establishment" was so indecisive and backward that 
funds were being used for items that were once important but had little 
relevance in 1965. Little imaginative work was being done in resource 
planning for economic development, to manage the urban sprawl, to 
improve or at leas& reduce the degradation of a education, to 
improve the environment (water pollution, air pollution, soil pollution, 
etc.),and to overcome increasingly serious rural poverty and under- 
employment. I could not recall such weak and unimaginative leadership 
before. This was especially true of economics within the USDA. They 
were unable to attract able young people to replace the good ones as 
they retired. 

The President was pushed politically in December to add $200,000,000 
for feed-grain supports and told Gordon to get it out of other things 
in USDA. This included $20,000,000 out of farm and ranch planning in 
SCS, The Secretary reminded the President that SCS mad made his ranch 
in Texas productive -- the very thing he boasted about in his State-of- 
the-Union message, but without mentioning any help from the colleves 
or the USDA. The President replied, "Sure they helped me, but I should 


have paid for it." With the approval of the Secretary our budget officer 


fixed up the most remarkable scheme to get this $20,000,000. It was 


planned that the budget for the Service should go to the Congress 
at roughly the level of 1964-65, not counting salary increases voted 
by the Congress. The $20,000,000 in planning was to be made up from 


non-federal governmental and private donations. A legislative proposal 
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was planned for authorizing the SCS to have a revolving fund in Treasury 
to which such gifts and non-federal appropriations could be credited. 

If Gordon approved this he didn't know what he was doing. It would have 
been a big job to get as much as $5 million. om on scheme would 

have needed approval by both the appropriation and legislative committees 
of the House and Senate I didn't think it had a chance, nor did it. 

Several members of Congress were interesting themselves in both 
1964 and 1965 in a bill to clear up any uncertainty about the authority 
of the Department to make soil surveys in non-farm areas of rapidly 
increasing population. Philbin of Massachusetts introduced an early 
bill (HR 5406) in the 83th Congress. (Finally such a bill did pass and 
became law.) 

Early in January, two of our men left for brazil to help them 
initiate a proper soil survey program, including training of Brazilians -- 
Dirk van der Hoet and Francis Cleveland. 

On January 17 Mommy and I met my dear friend Jurion of Belgium 
at the airport and took him to the Roger Smith Hotel. He came to 
Washington for briefing to go with a mission to Madagascar for the 
World Bank. The following Wednesday Jurion was at our home all day 
and spent much of it watching the Presidential Inaugural. On Friday, 
the 22nd, he went on his way. We had a most excellent dialogue on the 
Congo and agricultural development for Africa. 

At the beginning of the year all of the principak soil correlators 
were having trouble. They were terribly overloaded at a time of 
confusion of changing headquarters. They were behind in correlations 


and series descriptions, William Johnson was the worst off because 
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he had almost as many series as the rest of them put together. On top 
of that Ulrich was ill with a bad back, had not moved to Portland, and 
did not want to. Part of the trouble was with his family. I had heard 
that he had been looking for another job near Berkeley. On the other 
hand Johnson had the best assistant of any of his fellows -- Dr. John 
McClelland. Then too, he was able to get Mel Williams for a second 
one, Mel had enormous respect for Billy I was able to get Bill an 
outstanding rating and a small cash award. 

On January 2 I left for the National Work Planning Conference in 
Chicago. I led off the conference the next day with a summary of the 
history of American agriculture during the previous 100 years, 
including mistaken and missed opportunities as a backdrop for what we 
needed to do in the Soil Survey. (Later several state conservationists 
asked for large numbers of copies of this speech for distribution to 
all on their staffs.) 

We had quite a good set of reports except for the one on shaped 
soils which didn't get anywhere. I was so upset about the failure 
that I spoke more crossly to br, Bauer than I should have, Even though 
when I apologized later he was still quite upset. 

I also got upset on another occasion when someone made the remark 
"of getting these materials down to the level of the party chief." 

I said, "If we don't respect our good party chiefs, how can we expect 
Obhers to do so, etc. etc." I resolved then to have a few at our 
next conferences since some of these boys were better than some who 
attended automatically. Where we weren't making our materials clear 
to the good party chief the fault was ours, mainly because we had not 


thought deeply enough ourselves, 
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On January 30 I went on from this meeting to Columbia, Missouri 
for a state meeting of the staff of the Service. I was very pleased 
with the way Scribner, Associate Professor of Soils at the University 
of Missouri,and James Lee, the SCS state correlator, were working 
together. This was some different than the old days Groggins, the 
state soil scientist was extremely poor but had enough sense to keep 
out of the scientific and technical work. I gave my usual talk to the 
soils people and had a good session with the state conservationist and 
his immediate staff about the role of soil surveys around the cities, 
Such work was desperately needed around St. Louis and Kansas City. 

I also took a little time at the University to talk with them 


about some work they were doingaregarding the motivation of high school 


is ne ae 


studentssa a the Study 7T realized that we had wasted our grant and 
was glad it ay small. The&rr methods were poor and the results 
contributed nothing to what was already known, 

Morris Austin spent a bit over a week in Mexico City for a meeting 
sponsored by FAO for a North American soil map. No real argreements 
were reached, 

On February I returned to my USDA office. I was trying to 
spend as much time at the Study o@fice as possible because David Knapp 
was scheduled to leave on the last day of March to take a position as 
Director of the Institute for College and University Administration 
within the American Council on Education. He had already turned down one 
offer to become a college president,atwo to be department head, and two 


to be dean. The Council offered him an excellent salary with excellent 


retirement benefits. 
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On February 9 Mary Alice became seriously ill and the next day 
Mommy left for Glen Cove on Long Island. That very day our neighbor's 
house was robbed, Fortunately we had left on a light for Shem, our 
Siamese kitty. The day after that I found in the morning that our 
Study office had been broken into but apparently nothing was stolen, 

On February 12 I went to the USDA office but had a call to come 
home after lunch because workmen were ready to rip out our old kitchen 
cupboards, I felt sorry for Shem because he got very lonesome with 
both of us away. 

On Saturday, February 13 I spent the day at Harvard University 
to meet with the group concerned with the Pugwash donference to be 
held in Venice, It was such a pity that I had not the time to be able 
to go to that. Among those present Dr. Jean Mayer, professor of 
nutrition and public health at Harvard, was outstanding. He was the 
son of the famous Andre Mayer of world-wide fame. I was amazed to 
find this young professor had read a great many of my papers and did 
as good a job as I could of explaining to the academicians what they 
meant. Mrs. Ruth Adams, who edited the "Atomic Scientist" served 
as secretary and asked me to write a long document about principles 
that could be given to those attending the Venice meeting. I did this 
later and was told that it had been extremely helpful. 

The next day I cleaned up as much as I could of the mess in the 
kitchen, 

On Monday, February 15 I briefed Paul Carroll and R, C. Malmgren 
on tropical soils and what they could expect in the Ivory Coast. This 


briefing was expanded later by Mr. Orvedal and his group. 
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The next day, February 16, Mommy came back. In the afternoon of 
that day I had one of my infrequent conferences with Dr. Brady about 
his very difficult problems. 

On February 18 Klingebiel and I had a conference with Dr. Baker 
of the Bureau of Public Roads. He was raising questions about their 
cooperation in furnishing the engineering data on soils and their 
assistance in the interpretation of these data for published soil 
surveys. This program had started in 1950, with a formal agreement 
in 1951. we collected large samples of important kinds of soil in 
each county where we worked on a progressive soil survey and sent them 
to the Bureau laboratories for the full set of engineering tests. As 
time went on many of the state highway departments did the laboratory 
work. This had been extraordinarily helpful to us and to highway 
engineers, It was the biggest advance in soil survey interpretation 
Since the development of yield-and-practice tables. His point was 
that thts program had been going for 1h years == was it research? 

We had a friendly conference and he agreed to look into ways to finance 
the part of the Bureau of Public Roads out of other funds. It was 
obvious that this would not be easy since the Bureau did not have any 
direct appropriations but only a tiny percentage of the funds voted 

by the Congress for grants to the state highway departments. 

Along about this time I received another small check from the 
"Scientific American" in payment of royalties for an article I had 
written for them and which they had published under the title Soil 


in July, 1950. Along about 1955 they had written me that selected 
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articles would be reprinted and that the authors would get one-half cent 
each for royalties. (They had already paid me $350 for it in 1950.) 

I had not thought the royalties would amount to anything but now they 
had come to well over $100. I became curious. They wrote me that they 
were going to several colleges and universities both big and little 

as required reading for students in the earth sciences and some in 
biology. (I wasn't to see one of those until another year when a 
student brought one up for me to autograph.) 

On March 2 Mr. Williams circulated to the staff the report of the 
committee on soil correlation that was completed February 2h. On the 
whole this was an excellent report. I had not met with the committee 
very much but Ralph Sasser hed kept me informed. With Ralph Sasser 
and Red Smith on the committee and both much stronger than Gladwin 
Young and better informed than Don Williams, Young had little chance 
to hurt me by spoiling the Soil Survey. In effect,the report 
instructed the Deputy Administrator for Soil Survey to do certain things 
which I had been trying to get done for years, such as reduction in 
the number of mapping units resulting from the old SCS type of mechanical 
fractional symbol; reduction in the length of the symbols; more state 
effort on soil series descriptions; a speed up in publication; more 
firm scheduling; more detailed examination of state programs by the 
Washinzton office; and so on. The committee tried to deal with the 
problem of inadequate funds for soil correlation. This could have been 
handled most efficiently by adding two or three assistant principal 
soil corrélators to each principal soil correlator's office. But 


they found that Williams wouldn't buy this. So they worked up 
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another scheme that was more costly but that had a real training advantage. 
We in the Washington office would develop lists of qualified people on 
state staffs and request the state conservationist for their assistance 
for work in other states. This did op enormously on soil correlations 
but did bog down a bit on soil series descriptions, 

Perhaps the most controversila recommendation was one to eliminate 
the “intermediate” correlation, which was made by the principal 
correlator and reviewed under a microscope by Dr. Simonson. Instead, 
Dr. Simonson was to promulgate the principles and the principal soil 
correlator make the final correlation. This had obvious dangers except 
that we had first-class men in these positions. Simonson disliked this 
very much and felt hurt over it. This was unfortunate because he was 
an able man but both he and Dr. Carlisle had got into the false mental 
state that only they could make an accurate final correlation. 
Simonson's morale had not been good since the autumn of 1952 and I 
then doubted whether it ever would be good. 

Although Young and Williams accepted this report I had a big job 
of explaining it to them. It became an enormous job to get this plan 
into operation. Obviously there had to be a rather long transitional 
period. “Sasser told me afterward that he and Red Smith had a heart-to- 
heart talk with Williams and told him that his big job and goal should 
be to find some means, some way, to bring the level of competence in 
the Service up to the high level of the Soil Survey. (I knew right 


away that this would make me trouble because Williams, and especially 


Us 


-onstnevhs aniniest [set s hed ¢adt dud ilteoo stom eew dads 
no sfqeeq beftifeyp to edahl qoleveb bisow eofto sodyntiasl ont 
eonete fees thet r0t ¢ainokiavisenoo avate eae teevpet base att. 
antoiteLertoo Litoe no YLavoarsons abe bto etdl ,eetede tedio mt: 
-enoidqgimoesb esitee Lioe no tid 8 swob 
evaninile oJ eto esv noltebusmmocer slteisvoiwnoco teom edd 
fsqionitg sit yl sbam esw doidw ,notvelertoo “etath 
vsedent ,noenomic .1l yd eqossotvim 6 tebmy bewetvet bas + 
fice laqioning edd bas aeelgioning edt eteyivmorq of eswu 
TYSoxS eiegnsh evoivdo ban afeT .nohsletr0o [ent t edd esiam ° 
afat betifeto soenomté .enoltieog evens at mem eealomdett? bad’ 
eSW 91 seysosd stenmiitolay esw eld?l .df t9ve turd thet bas 
[ataem seis odd ofat tog bad efelfaad sid baa edudtod tad 
10 Jslovico Lanfl ateiwoo ens eism bfyoo yedt ylno dp 
T one Se@f to amutya ent somte boog meed tom bed elerom e 
500p &! bivew tove Jf tedtendw f 
dof oid s ced I dvoget elit betaesos ame ti ftw bes mwot 
nely eins Jey of dof -ayonrtone 1s omaoed tI smedt of #F ont 
fsnolt tenet smol weiidet «6 od ot bed etedd Ylenoivdd§ .¢ 
~od=JSte911 6 ber d¢imG bel one ef ¢edt brewtedts om blod teeead. 
bios Leon ons cof gio efi dont mid biod bes emebLl A! détw 
ni sorted oqmoo to fevel ont smind of .UWsw onoe (Scene Smee: 
tdeix wort I) .ysvwe Shoe end ‘to Level dota ord o wr 9ol 
Ullstbees bas amel{i th eevsoed elivott em oxem biwow atid: 
nn ub }acerouailil 


‘Lie saat te 


rae Pie 


Young were already jealous of me, which was why I was having trouble 
then.) Sasser also remarked that he had never seen an instance where 
such a large and dispersed staff were so loyal to their leader as the 
soil scientists were to me. 

During March I worked as much as I could on the Study. Everything 
that David wrote I had to rewrite in simple, straightforward English. 
On what I had written, instead of suggesting points -- and he had many 
good ones -= he would rewrite Then I would need to rewrite again. 
About the middle of March, David said to me, "I can see that you do 
not want me to do any more writing on the final draft." I just did 
not answer. 

Before he left, I raised the question of writing. I explained that 
he hed the common failing of many others. When writing he used longer 
words and longer sentences than in speaking. He commonly qualified his 
sentence in advance of the subjec®. He used "which" and "upon" for 
"that? and "on." He used too many cliches, such as "in a very real 
sense," which added nothing but slowed down the reader, And so on. 

Dr. Nyle C, Brady spent a bit over three hours with me in my office 
on March 10, We had had an agreement that we wouldn't be seen together 
too much for fear it could be misunderstood, 

Brady laid out the whole gruesome problem in ARS. He explained 
that the Secretary had been very brutal with both Shaw and Clarkson 
about the pesticide criticism coming in the train of Rachel Cargin's 
wo nea, ARS had done all it could in view of the limitations 
of both the Congress and the Administration. And, of course, Carson, 
Udall and company had consistently exaggerated the problems by several 


fold. I had suspected this was the reason Clarkson had retired so early. 
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Then the Bureau of the Budget imposed scrious cuts the previous 
December on ARS. Most of these had been in terms of amounts in dollars 
and Shaw had provided the priorities. Apparently he had partly picked 
ones that the new Congress would restore and ones he really wanted to 
get rid of. Brady said that he did all he could to soften the Secretary's 
attitude and to protect Shaw even though Shaw had been wery irritated 
about Brady setting up a small planning staff in his own office. 

I told Brady I felt sorry for Byron Shaw, yet he did have a hard 
burn coming from the ridiculous reorganization plan he sold to Coke in 
1953. I knew he had done it for personal reasons. I recalled so well 
his telling me back in the 40's shortly after he went into the research 
administrator's office, "Nobody has ever heard of ARA. They know only 
the bureaus." Well, of course there had been no reason why they should 
know of ARA, Shaw's new research reorganization was preposterously 
inefficient. The management people were all hurcled together in the 
South Building and the scientists had to keep their own records for a 
long time. Later Shaw set up a silly regional organization for soils 
research. Brady told me that Shaw insisted that he had done it himself. 

I explained to Brady that Shaw should need to burn on these things. 
It would have been easy for him to have got advice and avoided such 
errors in judgment. I told him about his wife's death which I thought 
hurt him terribly. Brady recalled that I told him that before and that 
he had it confirmed later. He saifi that Shaw told him, "I have no 
religion left. None at all. My wife's death was totally unnecessary." 
But beyond that we both agreed that the boys in the front office of 


ARS, especially Frank Spencer, and his staff, had done all they could to 
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"protect" Shaw -- in other words, to keep from knowing what was going on. 

Brady got Shaw to take a trip to Greece. Also Brady had complained 
to the Secretary about the effect his remarks had had on Shaw's morale 
so the Secretary invited Shaw to go boating with him on the Potomac. He 
seemed a little better but this did not last long. Brady spent about 
two hours explaining all these details and personalities and said that 
Shaw was insisting on being relieved of his position. Since he was 
considerably short of 30 years of service he wanted to be reassigned in 
ARS and Brady agreed to put him in a position of high salary that had 
something to do with scientific personnel management. At the time, I 
did not get a clear picture of the job. It was a pity that Shaw did not 
leave USDA. 

So Brady wanted to know what he should do, Hearings were in progress 
and Shaw could not go. Brady and Irving handled them and ofcourse, 
they were very rough. Congress was offended at many of the cuts; yet 
Brady and Irving were ordered to defend them. I raised the question of 
thinking about somebody on the outside. brady though maybe Al Moseman 
would take it but I felt quite certain he would not. We both knew that 
Harrar and Al were not getting along too well, so Brady thought that 
might make him want to leave; whereas I explained that I thought it would 
make him want to stay. But anyway Brady did not think there was time 
to look around on the outside then. He just had to make an appointment. 
I told him, "You have two candidates -- Marion Parker and George W. 
Irving." Brady said, "That is my view, but which one should be admin- 
intrator?" I explained that I did not know Irving very well -- but he 


struck me as a bright fellow, a little given to story telling. Since he 
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came up through chemistry I did not know how much he knew about farming. 
I did know Parker and thought he would do well. He then started arguing 
for Irving. Since he was handling the hearings so well it might be 
better to appointnhin, 
Brady took these problems very seriously and I felt sorry for him. 
¥et in a way it was refreshing to find someone with prolems as bad as mine. 
Then we talked a bit about his great difficulties in coordination, 
some within ARS but especially with ERS and the other economic groups. 
I explained to Brady that this was really his basic trouble in the first 
place. Since Benson came into the Department in 1953 there was simply 
no communication between the Secretary's staff and the people within 
the Department. I had thought this would be chanved with the New 
Frontier, but it was not. In fact, communications are somewhat worse, 
ITexplained to him the series of seminars and committees that Wallace, 
Wilson, and Tolley had during the period just after I came into the 
Department in 193) and until Tolley left in the O's. At that time 
all of the people with ideas knew everyone else with ideas within the 
Department. The deterioration in the economic staff had been very great. 
Most of the good men left in 196) were very close to retirement -- men 
like Bushrod Allin and Fred Waugh. For some reason they had been unable 
or unwilling to attract good young men. I hastened to add that there 
might be some good ones that I didn't know. I explained that my opportunities 
to have dialogues with Department people were limited to seminars that 
I attended at the state colleges. Intellectually, the Department had 
probably reached its lowest level since 1362. All emphasis under 
Freeman was on politics and public relations and practically nothing on 


intellectual matters, 
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Dr. Brady told me also that he had a personal problem. He explained 
that Michigan State University had offered him a place as director of the 
experiment station. He said the dean told him MSU did not have the 
intellectual standards of Wisconsin, but he thought they were improving. 
I had the feeling that Brady might take this position unless Cornell 
pulled him back, which they did later, 

On March 17, to add to the confusion the gas company dug a big 
trench through my front garedn. (This took nearly two years to get 
back into shape.) 

During March of this spring Guy Smith was on leave giving lectures 
in soils for Tavernier's students at the University of Ghent in Belsiun, 

On March 26 the manuscript for the book, The Collece of Agriculture: 
Science in the Public Service went to the Carnegie Corporation with a 
copy to McGraw-Hill. I started to work on the index from the carbons. 

March 29 and 30 I met with the cartographic heads in Washington and 
Hyattsviilé. I also had a final conference with Paul Carroll on the 
Ivory Coast. 

It was clear that both Carnegie and McGraw-Hill were sending the 
manuscript to other reviewers, mostly of the copy=editor type. 

With all the terrible pressures at the office I turned to carpentry 
to work off my tensions. JI remade some of the old cupboards from the 
kitchen into cupboards for other purposes and salvaged boards from the 
others. These I used to make risers for the basement stairway. Since 
I was short of bookcase room for my Joyce collection we had a new one 
made so it would hold a small speaker. This meant there would be no 


room for the big one downstairs; so I moved the old one upstairs and 
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ficured oub a way to switch the program from the unit downstairs to 
either the new speaker in the living room or the one upstairs, Mommy 
and I had just about given up finding a place to get a wire from the 
upstairs to the basement when we finally accomplished it. 

In doing this job I decided to make a proper floor for the whole 
attic so it could be used more safely for storage. This turned out 
to be a long and difficult job -- but worth it. 

About the first of April my blood pressure went up agian. The 
ASCS had proposed a bill, which the Alaska senators introduced, to give 
enormous subsidies, over and above the large ones already available, 
for land clearing, drainage, and so on in the state. Alaska had almost 
no real possibilities for farming. But such a bill would be used by 
unscrupglous real estate agents to encourage young couples to ge to 
Alaska, It was to prevent this sort of thing that I decided to be a 
soil scientist in 19224 I wrote an analysis and explained that if the 
dfaft favorable report went to the Congress I should go to the hearings 
and testify against it as a private citizen. I was told I couldn't do that 
but I insisted that I janie because it was a straight forward, moral 
question. This scared Ray Heinen. He arranged for me to have a conference 
With the sponsors in the Department. Happily this killed the bill at 
least for a while. 

Since Gladwin Young had been unable to get the committee to go 
along with his ideas he heckled me and propagandized Williams about the 
"enormous" costs of our published soil surveys. In this he tried to 
include as costs everything except field mapping, which gave a purely 
fictitious figure of some $50,000, , Essentially all of this was for 


assembling the maps, correlation, and writing the descriptions and 
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interpretations, which were essential for any use in any kind of area 
or community planning. The printing costs averaged about $9,000. I 
could think of nothing ever published by the Department for which the 
public got so much. For the cost of a soil survey, including the mapping 
and everything else, the cost-benefit ratios ran between 1:50 to 1:175. 
On April 6 I wrote him a long and detailed memorandum, as simply as I 
knew how on how costs could be reduced. Most of the important items 
had been covered by his own committee report except for one item. 

For this, I wrote several drafts of memoranda, none of which got 
signed, for state conservationists to take into account more fully 
writing skills before any soil scientist was recommended for promotion 
at any level. 

On April 5 we had had our House hearings, which went very well 
indeed. Several on the committee spoke very highly of the Soil Survey 
and knew something about the great value of published soil surveys. 

By April 10 I had completed the attic floor and the wiring of 
the speaker so that I used the garden to help me work off my tensions. 

Partly in order to be up-to-date against the nearly continual 
heckling from the front office about our schedules, I worked up a 
plan to meet monthly at Hyattsville to go over all the schedules by 
individual soil surveys with the heads of the editorial work, of the 
correlation work, and of the cartographic work. I took notes on each 
delay anywhere along the line and wrote a special memorandum to each 
state conservationist or principal correlator involved, It turned 


out that this helped enormously. 
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oe and McGraw-Hill were slow but I had plenty to do, including 
being ready for a severe cut in appropriations if one should come and 
to figure out a scheme of raising more money for cartographic. Mr. 
Williams was agreeable to this but for some reason would not allow 

me to reduce field work a bit to get more hé&p for the editorial work. 
I never knew why he hated editors so, But I did know that the editing 
wouldbtecome a limiting factor rather soon in any attempt to publish 
100 surveys a year, which we would need to do to be on a current basis. 

Alsof that spring I had a lot of trouble with Mark, the state 
conservationist of Colorado. He had ability but no manners. He had 
ordered Arvid Cline to move from Ft. Collins to Denver even though Arvid 
had explained that his wife was ill and unable to do so. (This was a 
— for Arvid because I had wanted to use him in several places at a 
higher grade.) Williams and I had a conference with him in Washington 
about it and Williams asked him whether he had ever talked personally 
with her physician. He admitted that he had not so Williams told him 
to do so. In due course we had a fine report from Mark that it was 
clear that she could not move and that he had cancelled the order. I 
was much relieved since Arvid was one of the best soil scientists 
that we had. 

During April I had many small speeches and guests but no clear 
word from McGraw-Hill. 

The week of April 26 we had the principal soil correlators in 
Washington for conferences on the new organization for soil correlation, 
transfers, and especially the new soil classification system. During 
the week thay had dinner at my home which gave me a chance to fill them 


in on bureaucratic politics. I explained the fact tha} they 
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reported to me even though a couple of the field representatives, who 
acted as directors of the regional centers, were trying to stretch their 
authority way beyond their jobs. Unhappily, during this same week I had 
to take time for a few callers and conferences, 

In early May we had a rousing conference with the administrator 
about budgets for 1967. Hollis Williams got on another one of his 
tirades. Don Williams insisted that he wanted "big projects with sex 
appeal for great increases in appropriations." 

I had a telephone call from Collier in New York who wanted my opinion 
of an article for an encyclopedia for young pwople to compete with the 
"World Book." They sent the piece down and it was very poor indeed, I 
spent a lot of time with it. Yet I did not get the promised fee. 
Carnegie had some very good readers of ovr manuscript that caused me 
to make some revisions, which I was glad to do. In this process [ 
learned a lot about the image of agriculture. These readers were 
intelligant city dwellers who obviously believed that, (1) farming was 
. and involved only 7 percent of the labor force, 

(2) all crops were in surplus, (3) all farm crops were subsidized by 
the povernment, and (4) all stucents in agricultural colleges were 
simply learning to farm. I wrote each one of them dong letters of 
explanation and I had nice thank-you letters in return. 

I continued to resent the time I had to waste in explaining the 
most elementary principles of soil survey to Gladwin Young. It 
was a great pity that someone didn't give that fellow some kind of 
honor, any kind. This might have reduced his jealousy of me. 


As May moved on I had more and more speeches, silly inquiries 
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from Young, FAO interagency committee meetings, many conferences that 
didn't need to be held, and garden lectures. We did get some of our 
key positions for the principal soil correlators settled. 

On Saturday, June 5 Dr. Ignatieff was with us all day. We had 
good talks about his program. The next week my good friend Jefferson C,. 
Dykes retired to go into the second-hand book business, Over the years 
c, had become an expert in Western Americana and had accumulated a 
large stock. 

Mohagen gave me a lot of trouble during May and June about two 
unsuccessful state soil scientists -- Yeager from South Dakota and 
Douglass from Idaho -- who had been given leave to work for FAO with 
return rights to their previous jobs. One after the other she insisted 
that they go into a top scientific position as assistant principal 
soil correlator in Lincoln. Yeager was weak scientifically for that 
work. Douglass was weak on administration but strong scientifically. 
Andy and I had agreed that neither would work. I had gotten Ignatieff 
to take Yeager back although I was forced to use him temporarily "to help" 
Clifford Orvedal in order to protect his leave status. This was supposed 
to be for four weeks but turned out to be about tent Dr. Ignatieff 
had explained that Douglass had gotten himself into real trouble in 
Pakistan. He had taken the word of the party leaders on progress without 
examining the work in the field. Rumors arose and an FAO examiner 
found that the area mapped had been greatly overreported. I did agree 
to make a seientific position for him as an assistant to Dr. Guy Smith, 


who badly needed a good soil scientist to help him. (This was done.) 


ded! eeonetsinoo ynsm yegetteem sedt imnoo. wouegetetal OMG , 
wo to emor ten OfD eW. .eemdoel cebtsy buns gbled ed of been, tp 
belvdea siotslerios {ioe Legioniug ent tot 

bel ow .ysb ffs av détw eaw Yielttanal .1. 2 esl, .ysbtwdst 

-0 sortetiel basin? boo; ym aeew dxon endl .metg01g eli dvods. 
eissy, eid tevO ,erentesd AXood basd-bnoose ent odat o9 of 
6 betolumyoos bed bas sneoltemA miedeew at dteqxe as emoved bes 


—_ 


ows Jyocs saul one yak patuh eLdvow to Jol ¢ om eyag segadoM 
bas stows H3vOe OTL IspHOel ~- adeidoeine Lice state Iwiees: 
a0 fw OA “ot atow of eveel nevig need bad ow == ofabI mort 2 ra 
betefesi ena isndo eg tetle anv .edot esolivetq tied of ; 
feqionitqg tasdetees es noltieog oftitaeios qos 8 odat og 
damdd tol yLlsofiigneioe Asew.asw tegseX .nlooatd at totale 
«YUisoflitnetoe gnotwte tyd aoltsideliimbs no Asew eau 
Nesvenrl asivoy bei 1 .atow bivow reMtten ted? sets bad) I. bas 
"qfed oc" \Lisssogmed mi sey of bsotot caw I agwoddis posd tegsel 
beeouquve saw atdT .anutate evee!l eis doedory of sreb10 al Laber10, 
Yhettsanl .al dmed dyods ed o¢ duo bend Jud exsew aot 160 
aft efino1d {sex oft tleemin nettoy bad sesfguod gadt dental 
tuont iw eretgozq no evsbeel ytusq sit to biow ent aeded bart oH 
Tetimexe VAL 46 bas s20%s etoqutl .bLelt ene ot at10ow ent. 
sets Ofb I shedtogetievo yiisety need osd beqqam ‘a ond. 
id ine yr .ii ot dusdelees as as mid rot mold teoq ofthe 
(.enob sew atiT) mtd glen ot deitaetoe ifoe boog s bef 


mpage watts 


Early in June Al Moseman came in and we talked about someone to 
replace Brady when he would leave to go back to Cornell. Of course, 
I also had talks with Brady himself, Actually Brady and Robertson had 
a few clashes. Joe Robertson had his good points but he was opionated, 
abrupt, a bit ill informed, a bit ill mannered, and foul motthed. They 
were trying to get Al to recondider the job again. We also talked about 
Fred Andrews and Marion Parker, Al told me that the State Department 
(I presumed Mr. Rusk) was pressing him to become Assistant Administrator 
of AID. Al said that his difficulties with Harrar had been resolved 
and that he could leave Rockefeller Foundation for two years. I strongly 
urged him to take the AID position because AID was doing such an extremely 
poor job with its huge appropriation. In fact, I couldn't think of an 
alternative for that position. AID's scientific and technical work was 
a mess and their personnel policies were the worst in government, even 
worse than those of SCS. We agreed that the dragon of AID had swallowed 
and digested all of their well-intentioned leaders since the Marshall 
Plan, just as the dragon of China had done with all its conquerors. I 
thought that Al had a small chance of avoiding this; still he could 
give the dragon some very bad indigestion. I realized that Dr. Moseman 
was a stubborn man, but fortunately he was right nearly all of the time. 

On June 25 I was called over to the Secretary's office for a 
conference with a man named Kubicek -- some kind of professor in the 
University of Minnesota medical school and a personal friend of Secretary 
Freeman. He had been assigned to help to select a successor for Dr. Brady. 
He asked me to be very frank. I explained the intellectual deterioration 


of the Department since Wallace's day. Benson had had no communication 
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with the staff. Somehow we had all expected a partial return of scholarly 
interest with Freeman, But he too failed to communicate with the staff. 
At that time the scientists of the Department were convinced, rightly 

or wrongly, that Freeman and his office staff lacked sympathy with or 
interest in science, research, and intellectual matters generally. He 
took notes furiously. I explained why Brady's successor should be a 
scientist if his decisions were to be respected by the operating 
scientists. I went on to point out that many were wondering whether it 
would continue to be possible to have research in the USDA. In most 
other advanced countries the Ministries of Agriculture are so dominated 
by politics and immediate short-run programs, as the USDA was then, that 
agricultural research was handled in a different ministry. 

He asked me what the Secretary could do about it. I pointed out 
that the first thing would be to establish some communication with the 
scientists themselves, not just with the administrators. Under 
Wallace whenever the telephone rang on a scientist's desk or in his 
laboratory, it could be the Secretary with a suggestion or a question, 
And when one picked up the telephone the Secretary himself began to speak. 

He told me that he wanted to arrange for me to speak with the 
Secretary. Brady told me later that my conversation shook him up quite 
a bit and that he was suggesting that I talk with the Secretary. I 
doubted that the Secretary was that much interested, which he wasn't, 

During May and June I waited and wondered about the reaction of 
McGraw-Hill to the book on the colleses. I rather hoped they would 
take the book because few others had comparable lists in both education 


and agriculture and comparable outlets in the USA and abroad. On June 25 
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they called to say that they would take the book and scheduled publication 
for January 1966. The manuscript came back June 30 with a few suggestions. 
The contract was signed July 11. I returned the manuscript July 9. To 
go ahead with this: I was told it would take another reading by their 
copy editor. I had another long wait. Apparently everybody concerned 
With the book went on vacation. Then August 9 they called to say that 
they would send it to the printer in a week because the copy editor 

had few queries. 

I learned that McGraw-Hill is an extremely bureaucratic outfit. The 
top men are very conservative and can neither write nor judge writing. 
Any tiny decision involving contracts or money must go clear to the top. 
Their senior editors are liberals whom they don't trust. These men have 
had so little responsibility that they know nothing about manazement and 
can't even give instructions to a secretary. After a few mistakes we 
learned not to call or write the principals but only the secretaries. 

During June I continued to have occasional talks with Brady about 
his successor, His appointment as experiment station director at Cornell 
was announced in July to take effect in September. He also told me that 
I should have a conference with Joe Hobertson at some convenient time 
Since they had discussed together the jealousy of me exhibited by Don 
Williams ,° by Gladwin Young, and apparently even by Van Dersal. brady 
even suggested that these people had blocked a recommendation from the 
Secretary's office that I receive the Presidential Citation, I explained 
to Brady that I had been told this before and that personally I couldn't 
care less, The only problems would be their continued attempts to 


downgrade the Soil Survey and to choose an incompetent successor for me, 


nolisolfdug belubedos bas Aood ait exed bivow yond Iadd yee od Se.lso 
-enoitee ye wet s détw Gt em aosd emso Jqiveunam ent ,ooRl { 
7 7) 

of .& ylul dqinoenttam odd beatetet I fi yin) bengte eaw Jositneo 


vient yd yndbeet tedéons est bisow Jt biot eaw I. redid sit fr ' 
benissnoo Yoodyieve ylénetaqgsA .disw gaol tedtons bei I .todl 
tedt yse ot bakiew yoad @ deygus medl .mol’aosv no thew 
todibe yyoo edd exssced xeew s ni retainqg edd ot tf hase t 
_ boltenp 

edit .¢iltwo oftetonse1d ylemewtxs as ef [{ti-wettoM Jedd bemiseL ; 
emiidiuw exbut ton od ftw tacidien nso bets ovis svisenco Viev ems | 2. 
Gor ect od ssefo op doum yemom to adosttnoo yoiviovnl moteloeb, 
evel com seedl demi ¢'aob yes moaw efsiedi{ em etottbe tol 


brs tnemersnem Jyods patdtoa wom yedd tent yilidtenoqeet slits 
8 eoxedetm west s tedvtA .ytatotcer 2 o¢ cnhicertent evin neve 1 
-esimenses ow Ylno dud aleqioniiq oid otiaw vo Liso of dom . 
dvode ybaer ddiw ertisd Leno insose eved of bepnisnoo I emul gata | 
ifenroO ts todoexrth aoitsde tnemiteqxe es tneminioggs sikh . ic 
Sesid om Lot ovis eH .redmedqod at doete onset of Yul at k 
ents dneinevacs emoe 8 noestedoh sob ai tw eonetetmoo 6 eved bf 
nots “s bed fi taxe om to yevolset old xertesod beeswoe tb bad yodd ¢ 
yosnd. [sete a6V yd neve \iinersqas bas .gnwoY alwbslO pus.t 
ots nott dofsebasmmocet & beioctd oss elqoeq seeds Jadd beteos: ¥ 
bontelaxe I JuodJatd) Lektaeblnort edd evieoe: 1 tart eoltto e'yuade 
$'wofv0o I yflanoers@! dads baa excted eis blot need bed I teddy 
of adqnedés bamattnos rien) od bLvow emeidong vino ed] ene 
som 102 ‘tonaecoue tnetennoonl ms esoosio of bas yews [toe edt, bor 


‘oa 


- 


1 


rare i a 


. 


en 


4 ieee . oa 


Unless my position is filled by a strong soil scientist the good men 
would leave and the Soil Survey would descenti to a very low level such 
as that of the soil conservation surveys under Hugh Bennett, 

On July 18 I left for a trip to Waseca, Minnesota to give a talk at 
a national conference on short courses. The tonference was sponsored by 
the University of Minnesota and representatives came from about 30 or 0 
of the land-grant colleges of agriculture. My address, Non-degree 
courses in the college of agriculture, summarized the conclusions in the 
book with special emphasis on two points: (1) Students in these courses 
should not be mixed with students working for a degree, and (2) if 
shortbscourse students later decided to take a degree they should not 
be given credit for their short-course work automatically but only 
after supplemental reading and an examination in each course at the 
level of a degree course. This admonition was needed for a few colleges, 
especially for Iowa State where Thompson had a bad system in which he 
used the short course merely to recruit for the degree curriculum, 

From Minnesota I went on down to Des Moines, Iowas,where Klingebiel 
and I were to have a conference with the state conservationist, Mendell. 
He had a crazy scheme for publishing soil surveys. As he first presented 
it we would publish one soil survey in a soil-association area and then 
use that same text with maps made in subsequent years for the several 
other counties in the association. The chances of users being able to 
get the right text for their map would be remote. Anyway the cost of 
printing the text is very little compared to the total cost. We then 
had a conference with several from the State University at Ames and 


each man in the group had quite a different proposal. The whole thing 
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was confused and ridiculous. 

After I returned to the office I had an enormous job to fill out 
the forms for the McGraw-Hill sales office. The USDA Library was very 
helpful in making lists of appropriate professional journals, both here 
and abroad, that carry book reviews. There were two forms because the 
foreign sales office had little or no communication with the domestic 
one} Then too, I got a call from McGraw-Hill that the manuscript was now 


in such excellent condition that I woule not get galley proof The printer 


*-had been instructed to give only page proof. 


At an administrative staff conference Williams told us that the 
Secretary had definite orders to cut the USDA budget. I pointed out 
that one of the obvious places to cut the federal budget was in funds 
for irrigation and drainage and the associated land levelling. But 
for this to be acceptable action should need to be taken simultaneously 
in Agriculture, Interior, and the Army Corps of Engineers. The govern- 
ment was getting a great deal of criticism for spending money with one 
hand to bring new land into use, and, with the other, to take land out of 
use for farming. This was brushed off in a hurry because a few district 
supervisors wouldn't like it and a few SCS people should need to be 
reassigned, 

On August 4 Joe Robertson called me over for discussions and I 
explained how a reduction in these kinds of expenses would reduce some of 
the criticism of the President and the Secretary. I told him that I 
was taking my bureaucratic life in my hands even to talk about this with - 
him. And then he told me a curious thing: "You don't need to worry, 


you canwetire at anytime." I explained that it wasn't that easy, that 
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I didn't control appointments and that if I left then I was afraid the 
Soil Survey would go to hell. I explained that there were more scholars 
in the Soil Survey than in all of the rest of the Service put together 

and that this disparity could be corrected easily by putting a non-scholar 
in my place. Further, I explained that I was not sure that I could depend 
on the Secretary's office to insist that a scholar be appointed should 

I leave. He asked me who it should be and I told him either William 
Johnson or Guy Smith, 

Then he asked me to call Ken Galbraith about this matter of 
irrigation and so on because he had strong influence in the Budget and 
White House. I explained that at one time I had had close relations 
with Galbraith but not since about 19/3 when he became a big shot, although 
he did require his students to be familiar with my papers. I explained 
that during the last 10 or 15 years Ken's predominant interest was to 
promote Galbraith and that if I called him he would assume I was doing 
the same thing. 

Then with a good deal of vile lansuage and table pounding Robertson 
scolded me roundly for the recommendations I had made for a successor to 
Brady. He told me that Fred Andrews, Colvard, and the others I had 
recommended had turned them down. He said, "You've just spent all this 
time on your college study, why don't you recommend some real good 
department heads?" I explained that very few such men had had an 
opportunity to demonstrate administrative ability. Later I did call 
him and gave him the name of Lewis B. Nelson of TVA. 

On Monday, August 9 Mommy and I had the pleasure of going to the 
State Department to see Dr. A. H. Moseman sworn in as Assistant 
Administrator for the Scientific and Research Programs of AID. But I 


felt sorry for him, 
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On August 12 we hac a USDA budget hearing, it was altogether too 
calm. 

On August 15 Orvedal left for a month in Brazil to help our men 
with the technical problem of making reconnaissance soil maps. 

On August 21 Professor I. P. Gerasimov of the Soviet Academy and his 
wife, had lunch at our home. They were taking a small tour in the 
United States with a group on Pleistocene geology, After lunch Dr. Smith 
and Dr. Simonson joined us. Gerasimov had been the chief mover in pre- 
paring an extremely critical series of papers on our new system of soil 
Classification for the Congress the year before at Bucharest. These 
were published in the Soviet journal Pochvovedeniye for June, 196h. 
(Soviet Soil Science, March, 1965.) He referred to this and asked if 
I had seen it. I showed hin the copy in my library. "But," he said, 
"none of you has answered this," I explained that probably we never 
would and that for some reason American soil scientists rarely wrote 
criticisms of such kinds of papers. I explained that the geologists did 
but not the soil scientists. If somebody writes a bad paper we simply 
ignore it. We went ahead and gave him quite a lecture to explain that 
we weren't trying to sell this scheme to anybody abroad. As our 
colleagues in other countries showed interest we helped them. "Of course," 
I said, “in not many years if people want to use the results of 
American research and experience they shall need to learn the system. 
Still that doesn't mean that they need to change their local names, 
All languages have a word for 'oak'. Still all scientists use the 
term 'Quercust" But we finished in a good mood and I thought he 


learned something. 
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About August 27 Baker of the Bureau of Public Roads sent us an abrupt 
letter that they would not help us more with the engineering sections of 
soil surveys. I protested the suddeness of this and in subsequent 
conferences he agreed to a papering off period. I did have the feeling 
that he was under pressure. 

On August 30 I had the unhappy duty to attend a reception for 
Dr. Brady and his wife whose last day in USDA was to be September 1. 
About the same time Dr. John Douglass started to work for Dr. Smith 
on the new system. For this he had good talent. 

Things were getting so difficult that I was then unable to work off 
my tsmsions in the garden alone. I wasn't even sure that I could keep 
my temper. So I decided to make a revision in our basement to handle 
my large office library. This took a considerable rearrangement and 
rewiring to say nothing of a lot of carpentry work. 

In early September as the Carnegie Study work went into a period 
of “waiting for proof" the Soil Survey work became very heavy indeed. 
Smith and Simonson did not agree easily. Simonson seemed to tire 
easily and had many days off for sick leave. I began to question whether 
his morale would ever recover from the change in correlation procedures. 
It never had recovered from the move to 00S. Twice I had strongly 
recommended him for a Distinguished Service Award. But it was turned 
down in favor of lesser men, Since Smith had beenppresident of the 
Soil Science Society and received the Department Gold Medal, he had 
lost much of his "humility." One day he even complained to me bitterly 


about how much harder he had to work than otherst§ \oliwiw 
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Simonson and his staff strugeled for perfection in soil correlation 
nearly to the point of absurdity. About September 8 I finally nearly 
reach’ the breaking point and had a talk with that staff about what they 
must do. I explained thateven though we might have a few small errors in 
the next 100 soil correlations, they must prepare to give greater 
guidance to the field so that the following 1,500 soil correlations can 
be much improved. I directed them to prepare a procedure manual on soil 
correlation to replace several memoranda, 

The week of September 13 we had the meeting of the principal soil 
correlators at Hyattsville where we hac the most complete file on soil 
series and where I would have the least interruptions. These meetings 
were not easy to handle. Smith, Simonson, Carlisle, and the principal 
soil vorrelators knew far more about the thousands of details than I 
did. Yet when they got into sharp disputes I had to settle the matter, 

Tuesday afternoon, September 1), Don Williams called me to say 
that the Soil Survey was cut by the USDA budget committee about $3,500,000. 
He gaid vaguely that he would work on it. 

When I returned to my office Friday, September 17 Williams was not 
there and no appeal had been arranged. I went over all the figures for 
SCS and found no other significant cuts. I:called Joe Robertson and told 
him the facts. He was jolted and amazed and urged that I put in an appeal 
the next Monday morning. I began to work on it. Saturday I called 
Don Williams and he agreed. 

Up to that date nothing had been said about Brady's replacement. B| 
A high proportion of the scholars in ARS and ERS (the old BAE) were then 


resigning or retiring. Very few good men were taking their places, i| 
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Dorny, Heinen, and Hollis Williams helped me and we sent over on 
Monday, September 20 a very strong appeal on the Soil Survey. The next 
day I had a detailed talk about it with Assistant Secretary John Baker. 
It was becoming obvious by then that Baker's influence with the Secretary 
had declined. On Friday the 2th I had word that the Soil Survey cut, 
made by John A. Schnittker, Undersecretary, and chairman of the USDA 
Budget Committee, had been restored, (Later it turned out that this 
was on paper only.)/I made a grave error by omiting to explain the whole 
matter to my friends in the Bureau of the Budget at that point.) 

Beginning September 27 we had the annual meeting of state conserva- 
tionists at another out-of-the-way resort hotel -- Atwood Lake near 
New Philadelphia, Ohio. During this meeting John Oliver of the Development 
and Resources Corporation of New York called me and offered me an 
excellent salary to head their new office at Davis, California, which 
I refused. 

Some state conservationists protested about certain ones of their 
soil scientists not being on our approved list to help with soil 
correlations, Apparently this had become a matter of prestige. It was 
a good thing that we made such a list, 

Someone, probably Don Williams, planted a resolution at this 
meeting for still another study of the Soil Survey$ We needed this like 
a hole in the head. I was then completely persuaded that this was 
inspired entirely by jealousy of me personally in the front office, 
just as Robertson and Brady had explained. But I tried to remember 
that in the federal government only the very good and the very bad got 


investigated. I recalled the example of TVA and, more recently, of the 
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Forest Service. When an agency does very well the others become extremely 
jealous. This new investigation was supposed to look into costs, All 

of the signigicant possibilities for cost reduction were included in the 
previous excellent study which had simply recommended the steps that I 

had been trying to get adopted for the past 13 years. It was very 
gratifying that very few, if any, of the state conservationists shared 

the views of the front office. They were becoming increasingly proud 

of their soil surveys. Several said to others in my presence, "We used 

to think we were making soil surveys; now we know that we didn't know what 
a soil survey was." 

To look ahead a bit, Mr. Williams paid little attention to my 
recommendation for members on this commibbée and it turned out to be a 
very weak one. It included Mendell of Iowa (then in his dotage; Taft 
of Kentucky, a new state conservationists; McCormack, state soil 
scientist of Ghio; Louis Derr of my offices; Koechley of my office; a 
Minott Silliman; and Gladwin Young as chairman, Silliman had been an 
area conservationist in Illinois and an assistant state conservationist 
in Wisconsin. For some reason that I never understood Val Silkett had 
tried to bring him into the Washington office of the Planning Division. 
J. GC. Dykes would never approve but he came in after Dykes left. At 
some time in his life he had taken a course in public speaking yet he 
was incapable of thought. Young, of course, knew nothing about the work. 

I became very disappointed with Derr on this job. He knew what 
should be done, but he had no administrative guts at all. Derr had had 

ov the) Washinglew “FF 0 
a training period as Acting Assistant Director of Operations for a year 


beginning August 30, 1956. We had been pleased with his industry. He 
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had done very well as state soil scientist in Oklahome. When Roger 
Headley retired we offered the job to Derr and he had reported the 
previous September 12. McCormack of Ohio also disappointed me. He 
had great promise and was improving the work in Ohio. But he lacked 
balance. He would come out with the odd screwball proposal without 
thinking it through. % 

This left the big job to Koxehley, who kept me well informed. 

In October the Secretary promulgated a very amusing rule. lEmployees 
of USDA might not take any part in baseball of football pools, Yet it 
continued to be his policy for people to be solicited on official time 
in their offices for the $100 contributions to the Democratic party. 

In early October Robertson called me over to explain that the 
President wanted a few people in the civilian agencies to be familiar 
with the work of the Defense Department as it related to aerial photography 
and maps. I was to be chairman of a group of three including a man from 
the Forest Service and one from the ASCS to go for the briefing. We 
went on October 8 to a place in the Army Map Service. We, along with a 
man from Commerce, were carefully conducted through three steel doors 
with combination locks. When we were seated we were given the usual 
admonitions plus a statement that before we could receive this material 
we had to agree not to visit about 7 or 8 countries. Neither the man 
from Commerce nor I would agree to this, which held up proceedings for 
over a half hour while the cnairman caled the CIA. Finally word came 
back that we could have clearances for these countries on official travel. 
Since the countries were not vacation spots we agreed. We were shown some 
amazing things that made one wonder about the slogan, "The peaceful 


uses of outer space," 
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On October 11 I had another long conference with Dr. Baker of the 
Bureau of Public Roads, and his staff, about their gradual withdrawal 
from the cooperative work on the engineering-test data and their 
interpretation, 

On October 13 I made a quick trip to the University of Kentucky primarily 
to give an address as a part of their centennial celebration, The 


program dealt with food and 1 spoke on Development of world resources 


for food: A challenge to Land-grant universities. On the whole the 


committee had arranged some interesting programs. I also took advantage 
of the opportunity to talk with the state SCS stiff at Kentucky and 
especially with R. &. Daniell, the new state soil scientist. At the 
University I also gave: a seminar for people in crops and soils on the 
historical development of soil survey and of soil classification. I 
returned home by way of Charlottesville. 

The following Monday, October 18 I attended a meeting of the 
Agricultural Research Institute in the National Research Council and 
gave an address on Fertility and management of tropical soils¢ TI had 
spent a great deal of time on this paper and it turned out to be useful 
to many people for quite a while. 

The proof on the book came from the printers October 21 and I 
worked on it feverishly with help from Mrs. Orpwood and Mommy. As 
usual McGraw-Hill wanted the proofs back quickly and the index. The 
index was already in quite good shape except for the proper page numbers. 

During the first week of November the Soil Science Society of 


American had a joint meeting with the American Society of Planning Officials 
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at its regular meeting in Columbus. This was the sort of effort I had 
urged in my anniversary address to the Society in 1961. I had prepared 
an introductory lecture for the symposium on Soil surveys for community 
planning in which I had explained the evolution of this work in the 

Soil Survey. Because of the urgency of winding up the proofs and index 
for the book on the colleges I was unable to attend so Bill Johnson read 
My paper. 

Klingebiel had done much of the spade work for this symposium 
which was published in hard covers by the Society as Soil surveys and 
land-use planning (196 pp. illus. Madison, 1966). A later joint 
symposium was published by the other society as Soils and land-use 
planning (4 pp. illus. Chicago, 1966 precessed). 

The engineering data we had been accumulating since 1950 had made 
these kinds of interpretations possible. It was also clear that many 
army officers had used the terrain intelligence maps that we had prepared 
during World War II. Some of these men became planners and city officials 
and were already prepared, 

Earlier in the year I had received an invitation to give a series 
of lectures in Canada under the auspices of the Canadian Institute of 
Agriculture. They said the program was just being initiated and they 
wanted me va the first "distinguished" speaker. In two trips I was to 
speak in all of the provinces, This would have required about three 
weeks of leave without pay and the fee that they offered me would have 
beenabout half of the salary I would have forfeited. Nor could I 
see how I could possibly take on another heavy load of writing and 
lecturing. sy did the best I could to explain this to some of my Canadian 


friends, 
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I returned the proof and the index for the book to McGraw-Hill 
early in November. 

On Veteran's Day, November 11 I went to Cornell and had a long 
session with their "President's Committee to study the collece of agricul- 
ture." I took along an extra copy of the proof of the book which they 
took turns reading in the evening. This was a strenuous session. for 
more than eight hours I answered the questions of this comnittee with 
the whole thing being taped. On Saturday afternoon I spent some time 
in the library and with Brady and Cline. 

On Sunday Dr. Kennedy and I were driven to Syracuse where we took 
the plane for Minneapolis to attend the annual meeting of the National 
Association of State Universities and Land-Grant Colleges. I gave 
an address on Undergraduate education in the school of agriculture. 

I also attended a very poor session on the general topic of what 
the colleges of agriculture should do about resources. The only 
sensible statement made from the platform was made by Dr. G. F. Dow of 
Maine. Since this was my last opportunity as a "college member" (from 
the University of Maryland) to speak I made a short highly critical 
speech of the lack of interest in resources and resource planning, which 
really stirred up the animals. Several jumped on me about it but an 
equal number spoke in rebuttal and supported me. At another session 
Undersecretary Schnittker made a very poor speech and Moseman a very 
good one. 

I was back in my office on November 17 with a lot of writing to do. 
Gradually we began to break up the Study office. For want of space at 
home I brought home only the more critical papers and left the others 


in the archives of the University. Proof on the preface of the book 
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was returned on November 27. We closed the office and I went off the 
payroll of the Stucy as of November 30. 

On December 1 I gave my usual lecture to Dr. Trelogan's class for 
advanced research methods in economics on the Two cultures and reading. 
I spent the next two days in Raleigh, North Carolina for a regular 
meeging of the Advisory Committee for the Public Affairs Institute. 
Schnittker made about the same speech to a small group at Raleigh that he 
had made at Minnesota. It did not go over, (tnd aay my annual salary 
went to $2,500.) 

When I returned I found we had serious trouble at Ft. Worth, One 
of our presumably top soil scientists was having an affair with one of 
the secretaries although both were married and had living spouses. It 
was to take about six months to get this cleaned up after I gave the 
man a chance to clean it up or resign. 

On the 7th of December I flew to New Mexico and had excellent 
conferences with the good staff at the state office. We had a long 
seminar on the soil survey and its relationship to community and 
area planning. 

The next day we drove from Albuquerque to Hobbs for the meeting of 


the state association of soil conservation district supervisors. They 


were a friendly bunch and fixed me up with the governor's suite at the 


hotel, I went down to breakfast early as usual and noticed a group of men 
dressed like farmers at a round table. So I thought I would get 
acquainted. I said, "Is this a private session or can anyone get in?" 
They invited me to sit down. Ina few minutes it became clear that these 
were the wealthiest men in the oil town. Instead of waking their wives 


they ate together here. One took the bill for the whole table Mondays, 
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another Tuesdays, and so on. Some were members of the state legislature. 
They showed me pictures of their places and then asked me about my work. 
I drew their attention to the fine exhibits of local soil surveys out in 
the hall, In fact, I had a lot of fun and got in some good licks for the 
Soil Survey and the New Mexico Agricultural College. As I left they 
insisted I come back the next morning but I explained that I had to 

have breakfast and give a talk to all the employees of the Soil 
Conservation Service at the meeting. One said, "You know they wont be 
up at 6:00." I simply replied, "They will be there." 

I spoke that day on Soil science and resource planning: The role 
of soil and water conservation districts. I think it went over very 
well. Because of the nice exhibits I greatly briefed the part on soils 
and talked about the need for education. I said, "Please invite me 
back to Hobbs in a couple or three years to help you didicate your new 
junior college." They have the money and several were interested, but 
probably not enough. 

I had many nice talks with several of the district supervisors 
including the Democrat candidate for Governor. That evening our state 
conservationist, Iner Roget, said to me, "How do you account for it? 
You're having more fun here than anyone else." And Ireally did. The 
next morning the Service people all ate together and I talked to them 
about the history of agriculture, education, economic development, 
training needs in the Service, and self-directed study. We began 
about 6:00 A.M. I had my bags all packed, went to the airport a bit 


after 8:00 A.M. and got home Saturday, December 11. 
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When I returned to my office on Monday, December 13 I found that 
the Bureau of the Budget had cut the Soil Survey $3,500,000. My friends 
in the Budget Bureau scolded me for not warning them, much earlier 
of Schnittker's attitude. Drastic cuts had been arranged directly 
between John Schnittker and the Budget Director in appropriations for 
ARS, research grants to experiment stations, and the Soil Survey. Neither 
Freeman nor Schnittker had any use for science. ‘So now I had my work 
cut out for me. Then too, I felt uncertain about getting much hep from 
the front office of SCS, 

That afternoon Gladwin Young got together this new committee and 
had me in. He started by saying that we were probably 25 years behind 
times. What an absurd statement, when our Soil Survey is the envy of 
most ministers of agriculture in the world, We have a continual stream 
of foreign soil scientists studying our work to say nothing of the help 
we give through correspondence to the advanced countries as well as the 
undeveloped ones. Obviously Young was setting out wholly to try to 
embarrass me, It's the old story: He was gettin{old; he had doubts about 
his religion; he was beginning to wonder if his hereafter will be only 
what he leaves in this world and he had nothing to leave. Already I 
had seen this thing happen to many retirees of the Department and 
universities who left full of bitterness, 

Next he reiterated an old fallacy: 90 percent of the use of a 
soil survey is made while it is soimg on. Actually only a tiny bit of 
use, one to ten percent, is made of any soil survey until it is published. 
Very few people can read copies of field sheets. Further there is a great 


danger in getting out advanced copies to county planning boards. First 
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of all there are many errors until the maps and descriptions are processed, 
More important, in a high percentage of the counties with increasing 
population, is the close tie between the county phanning boards and the 
real estate people. Scandals about this had been rampant all around the 
Washington area. Such advanced copies give the realestate people 
excellent opportunities to filch both buyers and sellers. 

On December 17 Miss Mahoney of Varnegie Corporation, together with 
an associate, visited me to work out a system for promoting the book 
on the colleges. I had not used all of the grant given me partly because 
Knapp left early but mainly because I know how foundations dislike to 
have people come back for more money. Miss Mahoney told me to leave 
the money there and they would use it to buy books. I had already 
given her copies of what I furnished McGraw-Hill and they wanted more 
names. She planned to arrange for Joe Ackerman to sent oud copies with 
a letter to a large list of people and through ex-Governor Sanford of 
North Carolina to all state governors. Mr. Harper Simms of SCS Information 
also helped with the lists. 

The next day the lumber came for my bookcases and I went to work 
on the job for much of the rest of the year, 

Sometime after Christmas E. L. Peterson, former Assistant Secretary 
of ierloulture came in for a chat. He complained about his job. I asked 
him, "Are you trying to tell me you would like another job?" He said, 
"Yes, if I could find something challenging." We talked for awhile and 
I got his home address and telephone number. When he left I wrote a 


long letter about him to John Oliver. (And it worked.) 
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Also near the end of December Williams told us that he was planning 
on another team going to India and a trip for himself 

At the end of the year I started another period of wondering about 
the book. The publication date had been moved into February. 

I remembered too that I hac had the heat and massage treatments on 
my back, and special exercise, every night at home between 193 and 


1953, and three nights per week since then! 


-916- 


— ety O54 

srinnelg saw od Sait ay bL0$ ema HL ecceosll 10 bao eA) “abn OF 
Pitonats <a qin & bos abet] “ot pateg 2 

suods. ac Mebnow te bofteq tontons petiste I se0e et ea = 
-visividel o¢at bevom aesd bari etsb colieoLigae ed 

no adnomtoost oaseesm bas teed edt bad basi ‘I dat rare ai | 2 
bre ENOL obama omod te tigin yreve poutorexe Isloeqe | bon 
inert sonte deew neq eftigit coett a 


ays 


“a? Af Pw 

a 

wt “oe goo eee 

*= lah’ tlie 
mre, 

ty ankyee dug 

‘i gt erate wtb oof 
~, ong ers . 


6 io, ia a 


1966. 


This year began with more work on hhe large bookcases that could 
house my office books in the basenent,. 

Mohagen continued to write memos to me for Williams' signature 
about Dr. Cline's joint appointment of long standing. Fortunately, 
however, Dr. Brady had explained the whole matter to Joe Robertson 
and asked him to make a formal request from the CSC as to whether or 
not this continuation was proper, The Commission replied that it was 
proper, which should end the matter for a while anyway. 

On January 5 Leo Anderson called on me and asked just what kind 
of a job in the Development and Resources Corporation I had in mind 
for Mr. Peterson, I explained that I had no particular job in mind but 
that men as good as he was are rapely available. It became clear that 
Leo and John Oliver had been having some difficulty. Leo had resigned 
and returned to his home in Fargo, which explained the offer they made 
to me the previous summer. I never discussed this with Leo and probably 
he did not know about it. Lilienthal had patched up the difficulties 
and Leo was back as vice president for agriculture and Peterson was 
offered a position with Leo at Davis, California, which he accepted. 

In January Ray Walker, Sutton, and John Douglass went to India 
to make another quick look at the scheme Don Williams was developing. 
Douglass was the only one that had had any useful previous experience, 
Williams announced that he also expected to go to India "to study thetr 
food (sic) problem." 

On January 9 I finished the new bookcases in my basement and had 


only the lights to install. 
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Mey Sattler 11 I went to a retirement party for Dr. Bushrod Allin. This 


was a sad affatr. Bush had been on sick leave for some time end was 
getting worse. His memory was already badly deteriorated, 

On January 13 I hed another visit with E. L. Peterson, and later 
in the day with a French soil scientist now in a high position in the 
French Ministry of Agriculture, somewhat similar to that of Professor 
Demolon in the 1930's and 19h0's. His name was M. Drovineau. In 1938 
while a your man, he took me on a pleasant tour of the perfumeries near 
Cap d'Antibes. Somehow he had the idea that the Belgian soil survey 
was only theoretical. Iexplained to him that he had been badly misinformed 
and I urged him by all means to visit Professor Tavernier whose experience 
and counsel could be helpful to the new soil survey program they were 
planning in France for community development, 

For some reason torrespondence was very heavy this January and 
I had many speeches to prepare, sometimes in a hurry. One day I had a 
call from the secretary of Congressman W. M. McCulloch of Ohio telling 
me that the congressman would be in his Ohio office for the next 
lS minutes and he hed to have an appropriate speech for a big "do" being 
put on by the Chamber of Commerce to introduee the newly published soil 
survey of Allen County. Fortunately a copy was lying on my table. I made 
a few notes from it, called her back, and dictated the speech while my 
secretary also took notes. I learned Yavar from our people in Ohio that 
it turned out very well. 

On Jamary 18 I gave an illustrated lecture at Notre Dame on 
Tropical soils under the NSF program. In addition I conducted an evening 
seminar with the faculty and graduate students in the earth sciences 


and biology. 
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Naturally I worried a great deal over the Soil Survey budget. Dorny 
told me that he thought Williams might be as much to blame for the 
enormous cut as the Undersecretary but I didn't think so. Williams! 
main interest was in watersheds, He also pushed the resource conservation 
and development projects but only because Freeman was interested in them. 
John Baker asked some of us about this time to sugrest items for a 
USDA reorganization, which we gave him. I felt that the Federal 
Extension Service should be transferred to Baker's group and that 
the Office of Economic Advisor to the Secretary.should heve no administrative 
authority whatever over economic research and statistics, As I 
expected nothing came of these, partly because Baker had lost his 
influence with Freeman. 
Since the men I had recommended to take Brady's former position 
had all turned it down his old duties were added to those of Dr. George i 
L. Mehren, Assistant Secretary for Marketing and Consumer Service. 
Mehren was an economist and a bright outspoken man. 
On January 25 I spent nearly all day with a long seminar-lecture 
for snpervisors of District of Columbia school teachers on the elementary 
principles and applications of soil science and how young people could 
have their interest stimulated, i) | 
At that time the Administration insisted that we reduce our files, 
I took home my photographs and sorted them out and a good many files 
and books. Also duriry the last week of January I had many visitors 
including Charles Hardin, 
The Washington area had a severe snowstorm during all of Saturday a 


and Sunday January 29 and 30. Hveryone was advised to stay home Monday i 
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while the roads and airports were cleared. This gave me an excellent 
period for sorting photographs and other work at home, 

I had planned to go to Urbana, Illinois January 31. Instead I went 
on Tuesday, February 1. The trip to Chicago was fine but I had to go 
from Chicago to Urbana on a crowded airport limosine. I spent the rest 
6f that day, all of the next day, and part of the following one with 
the soil scientists of the state. In:addition I had short conferences with 
Dean 0. G. Bentley and Dr. M. D. Thorne, head of the Agronomy Department. 
I had dinner with M. B. Russell. 

I was back in my office February ) and had some problems on the 
budget planning since Williams was away and Campbell, in charge of that 
work, and Gladwin Young were unable to communicate with one another. 

On February 7 I received my first copy of The college of agriculture: 
Science in the public service from McGraw-Hill. They told me that the 
publication date would be February 23. It was a small, nice looking book. 

On February 9 I had a long and pleasant conference with a group of 
state geologists. In all but a few of the states our relations with 
these people were excellent and mutually beneficial. The one in Texas 
was jealous of what we were doing and a few of our state conservationists 
had handled thezr relations poorly or even ignored the state geologists. 
Prompted by the man in Texas, at the previous annual meeting of state 
geologists a committee was established to look into the situation. 
Fortunately excellent men were chosen and we had a useful discussion. 
Following this I sent a long and detailed memorandum to each state 
conservationist explaining the whole matter and giving examples of the 


benefits from close cooperation with the state geologists 
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I spent much of the week of February 1) on the budget. The Secretary 
and his staff were given a very rough time before the sub-committee of 
the House for appropriations for Agriculture. For one thing the Secretary 
had used large sums, appropriated for other purposes, to set up a 
wholly unnecessary agency called Rural Community Development Service, and 
mainly with political appointees, The congressmen simply insulted 
Baker about this. They also were violently opposed to the cuts in 
research and extension. 

I figured out some questions and answers that were placed in the 
hands of committee members. Brady and some of the others talked with 
committee members. 

That same week I had a confidential inquiry from Dr. Ignatieff for 
a list of qualified American soil scientists to head the Soil Branch 
of FAO. They wanted the man's first specialization to be in soil 
Classification but also to be strong in soil fertility and management, 
which didn't give me many degrees of freedom. From the Soil Survey I 
recommended Johnson, McClelland, and Bartelli. Also I recommended a 
few from the universities. 

On February 21 we had an excellent hearing before the House 
committee. The lewest ranking Republican member, Odin Langen of 
Minnesota, and the lowest ranking Democratic member, W. R. Hull of 
Missouri, were very well informed on the Soil Survey and made fine 
speeches. No one spoke unfavorably. I did not dare hope that the 
Whole $3,600,000 would be restored but I felt sure that much of it would 
be. (Actually the Senate was less favorable and the hearing was poorly 
attended so that we ended up with $2,000,000 restored and a $1,600,000 


cut.) Worst of all, however, they made it a financial project. In 
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former years we had paid for about 1/3 or more of the costs of publica- 
tions and special equipment with unused funds from other projects, On 
the other hand a lot of people had charged their time to the Soil Survey 
erroneously. So that my only real trouble was with the ceiling on total 
expenditures and the unwillingness of Williams to make enough reductions 
in field mapping to give us the necessary funds for printing, 

Beginning in February and running along for several weeks, I 
insisted on a show down with the attitude of the range conservationists 
against the publication of forage yields. They wanted either nothing 
or ykeld figures tor total vegetation including cactus and shrubs. I 
insisted that we should include usable forage yields or eliminate the 
range section from the published soil survey. It was decided that we would 
include yields of usable forage and the appropriate memorandum went 
to the field. Only a few of these men had much scientific training. 

And except for those with good training, they were afraid that the 
published soil surveys would make their services unnecessary} 

By the beginning of March I had most of the files and books moved 
from the office to my home and sorted out. 

Beginning about March and off and on for over a year I had minor 
quarrels with the Bureau of the Budget over coordination of cartographic 
work in the federal government. Interior was trying to get an administrative 
responsibility that I much objected to. Gradually we cot that reduced 
to a professional basis of simple leadership and discussion. But it 
took a lot of tines 

The new book was very slow coming out of McGraw-Hill because 


New York had a long subway strike from which the mails did not recover 
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for a long time, mainly because only a few people were able to come 
to their offices and everything piled up. 

In March I had many visitors including representatives from 
agricultural businesses planning to expand their sales and services 
overseas, 

Despite the vicious cuts Freeman's office had initiated I had to 
work on an article to be published under his name explaining what a 
wonderful program the Department had in soil survey and its enormous 
benefits to people on farms and in new communities. Of course it was 
simply an attempt to cover up and counteract congressional criticism 
of the cut. Many reporters were commenting on the "credibility gap" 
of the President. That of Freeman was Sealed. Wider. I don't 
know how many stories he had his staff get out on the Soil Survey. I 
saw only two or three. 

Beginning in 1965 or so and running on I had many letters from 


students asking where they could study tropical soils. At least a 


few of these were Peace Corps boys. A good deal of it had been stime- 


lated by recent popular papers of mine and others. In March I had 
callers from the University of Wisconsin and later discussions with 
Cornell, the University of Missouri, and others, 

During all of these months in early 1966 and running into 1967 
I had to waste a lot of time in explaining the simplest principles of 


the nature, the production, and the application of soil surveys to 


Gladwin Young and his poor committee. The first draft of their report 


which was sent to the field was rejected almost unanimously by the 


state conservationists, 
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I had further conferences in early March with John Oliver, Leo 
Anderson, and about the new policy statement on FAO. 

During the week of March 1) we had the principal soil correlators 
at Hyattsvikle for a thorough discussion of revisions in the new system 
of soil classification. 

On Friday, March 18 I also had a long talk with E, L. Peterson 
about the soil survey program in the Ivory Coast and related matters, 

The next day Robert and Joan came and we dug up azalea plants 
for him to set out at his new home, After they left on Sunday I 
transplanted several in our own garden. 

Work on memos and taking care of visitors piled up almost beyond 
endurance the following week. Then too, I had agreed to give a brief 
garden lecture for taping in the evening of March 2) at the National 
Broadcasting Company studio. Just about everything went wrong with 
this that could have. A new and very stupid young woman in SCS 
Information acted as an intermediary. She had wrong both the tim) and the 
substance they wanted me to cover. I hurried home and over to the studio 
only to wait for a long time. Then I had to rewirte the script. I 
told Mr. Beattie, who looks after this work for the Department, that I 
would not help them again unless I worked directly with him. Obviously 
the results were not very good. 

We were now getting a great many fine statements in the Congressional 
Record and elsewhere about the Soil Survey by senators, congressmen, 
and others. I helped with a part of them but most came from other sources, 

Professor Dawson of Oregon sent me a general paper on soils and 
society for comment and to add a bibliography. What nerve’ I wrote him 


a long and vigorous letter pointing out the many extreme deficiencies of 
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his paper. I get a great many letters of this sort from professors and 
graduate students asking me to do their library work for them but this 
was one of the worst. 

The next Saturday was very busy in the garden. Dr. Dudal came 
out for dinner on Sunday and that afternoon I went to Ames, [Iowa for 
a meeting of the Midwest Soil Survey Planning Conference. I was very 
glad that I could attend. Some of the men were making one or more very 
serious errors that increased the cost end reduced the quality of our 
soil surveys: (1) Arbitrary slope and erosion phases on contrasting 
soils regardless of any significance or lack of it to interpretations; 
(2) not checking field sheets in relation to legends during progress 
reviews; (3) following one or two characteristics blindly in the new 
system without considering their interactions with the many other 
characteristics; (4) failures and confusion about which circumstances 
justify a soil series difference and which only a phase difference; 
(5) serious confusion by limiting the criteria for soil drainage classes 
‘to mottling alone; and (6) donfusion about the essential differences 
between groupings of kinds of soil according to suitability for some 
purpose as contrasted to limitations for a specific use. I had a very 
busy time and ended the conference with a speech on the last subject, 
which involved a bit of both constitutional and comnon law. We had 
discussions about the other subjects and they ended up with the 
definitions in the Manual without even realizing that they were doing it. 

On April ) I was back in the office to a lot of work. The next 
day I cut a long tape for the Department's radio service, in the form 
of questions and answers, about the main points of interest to young 1 


people in the new book about the colleges. This was used in many 
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Midwest stations and I had some nice comments especially from Yean 

Butts of Purdue. Red Thompson, the resident dean at Iowa, wrote a 

very sly review for Science. He wrote that the book represented the 
"authors! ideas" knowing full well that they represented the ideas in 

the best colleges. He didn't have a basic education himself and appeared 
\to/fio®) want his students to have one. He particularly objected to our 
recommendation for calculus for all students getting a B.S. degree. 

On Wednesday, April 6 I had a full staff conference and went over 
in detail again the serious errors that showed up at the meeting in 
Ames, This staff conference was summarized in a six=-page memorandum 
for the principal soil correlators and the directors and their staffs, 

In early April a committee was established in the Service to prepare 
a draft policy statement on the Service work overseas, This turned 
out rather badly because none of the members of the committee had had 
any direct experience; however I did go to the trouble of summarizing my 
own experience to one of the members. (Attached memorandum to Louis E, Derr) 

In early April Dr. Douglass and the others came back from India and 
prepared a "report" for AID and GOI. Douglass brought in the draft to 
me and I helped him correct the worst of the many errors. But when 
it came out later it was still badly worded. 

The foreign work of the Service did not gowll., A few selections 
of people were done well but most were not. For example, the assistant 
state soil scientist for Indiana, A. R. Grunewald, an extremely poor 
man for his rank, was selected without my knowledge for service in 
India. He failed completely and GOI refused to keep him beyond the 


inital] 12 months. The SCS office in Indiana wanted to get rid of him \ 
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More» Meieicaliy in the borer i 
— cognizant of. the gb tha ERB nortant Criinien’ of Congres § lack 
sympathy for techincal assist ie that apy pears to help other countries 
| inptive their Be aueese of crops that are either in surplus within 
the United States or could be expanded if the world market ex “pa anded,. 


Thus Sometimes if a qualified man does leave the Department for é 
mission of improving agricultural development, the bureau, division, 
or section furnishiag Such a man may be subject ome considerable oriti- 


D hy 
cism by people wno have a lot to do with the support he gets a 
yital domestic program, Criticism may also result: from some inevitable 
weakening of his own domestic program if h@ releases a first S 


For several years many of tnese administrators, especially in the old- 
line agencies, have had great difficulty in getting approval for essen 
positions in the higher grade » eSpecially Civil Service grades 13 tc 
18, inclusive. In the justirications for them, of course, emphasis 

is placed on the vital importance of the positio ns to. the domestic 
program. Then someone comes along later and wa one of these top 
men for a foreign assignment. Even though the 5 man FB be ideally. 
fitted to go, the acministrator cannot easily say "On yes, we can get 
along without him.” He has already worked hard to get him, And he is 
unlikely to have a trained replacement. So he is unlikely to release 
him, If the problem were faced frankly in a firm policy statement by 
the administration of the goverrment, it should be possible to have a 
few extra positions in these higher grades for men din training whe 
could Substitute im a technical program for people going abroad. Ex-~ 
perience has shown clearly that unless a man can work very effectively 


a 


tively in a different country with an unfamiliar natural and 
environment. 


within his own country he has Little or no change of working erf 
S 


As a result, the Government of the United States has no firm, well 
understood policy about the kind of peope who should be encouraged 

and released for technical assistance in bilateral and multilateral 
programs, 

It seems to me that some progress with such a policy is an essential 
step in meeting the serious situation, The polic should be determined 
at the highest level and not left to the in dividual, pressed heads of 
bureaus, divisions, and section: t 


e iS all over the govermnent, Attach 
is a rough draft of such a policy statemant that could be issue 
the President, 
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Draft of an Executive Order from the White House to go to all 


Ef 


fu 
aL 


the people reporting to the President who have qualified sti 
to assist in agricultural and economie development with friendly 


countries, 


Both bilateral and multilateral technical assistance to 
friendly countries epee: aid has been decided as firm govern- 


ment policy at the highest levels of policy formation in the 
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Govermment of the United States, 
fficials will cooperate by making 


1. You and your o 


o 4k 
available on a volunt raed basis, up to 10 percent of the upper 


10 percent of your most skilled people regardless of present 


oy 
i 


: * * a] ae 2 
grade classification. These kind’of people will be loca 


=a 
iD 
p> 
iy 
9] 
rn 
6) 
fe 
. 
ty 
gt 
Jub 
G 
5 


by appraisals of their basik knowledge, of th 


“records on assigned work in the United States, and of their 


Skills, methods of working, and personalities for service in 
ether countries, 


»2. You will make the necessary adjustments in your organi 


zation charts and positions to have some high-level training 
positions, so that these high-quality people can be spared and 
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their positions temporarily filled with the least possib 


impairment to the programs they now serve 
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and he was selected as senior seoil conservationist to go to Nigeria 
with a promotions 

I was very pleased, however, with the many greetings and kind 
words sent to me by my Indian friends through Dr. Douglass. He said 
to me, "Until this trip and reading your Journals I hadn't realized how 
much you liked the Indians." 

From time to time in the spring of 1966 1 had conferences with 
several people of the ESCOP committee and the Cooperative State Research 
Service about getting some funds added to the Hatch Act grants to the 
state experiment stations, earmarked for soil survey research. I 
realized that it was a long shot but it could help enormously to improve 
the ability of the states to cooperate. 

I spent the evenings of April 1) and 15 and all day the 15th at 
Edinboro State College south of Erie, Pennsylvania as a NSF lecturer. 
This was a liberal arts college converted from a teacher's college and 
terribly handicapped by administration under the state department of 
education. The salaries of the staff depended mainly on years of experience 
including school teaching at all grades! I gave an illustrated lecture 
on tropical soils the first evening. The next day I lectured at two 
collese classes, held a college seminar for advanced students and lectured 
to a class in the sixth grade about soils. I had dinner the second 
evening with a would-be Joyce scholar, a Mr. Thatz. After dinner I had 
a seminar about literature and so on at the dean's home. The whole 
was a bit sad. They had a few real promising students who would respond 


to inspiration, which they did not get, 
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I was back in my office with more seminars on the new book and 
more visitors, The whole atmosphere in the Department was very tense 
just then, We got word on Friday, April 22 of the House action restoring 
$2,000,000 of the $3,600,000 of the cut made by Underse¢gretary Schnittker 
with the Director of the Bureau of the Budget. 

That week Dr. John E. McClelland left for Turkey to attend a 
"Cento" conference on soil surveys including classification and inter- 
pretation. Jack was developing into an extremely good man, 

On Monday, April 25 I spent a lot of time working on the FAO position 
paper. This was a cooperative venture among a few of us in Agriculture, 
State, and Interior. 

Perhaps I was letting my imagination get away with me but for a few 
days while I was away the previous week and for the first two days 
of the next week my mail was about the lightest it had ever been. Was 
it being held? But then it returned to its old and large volume, 

A young man, Lester Brown, who wrote such ridiculous stuff on 
the World Food Problem told Secretary Freeman that Brazil and the 
countries in South America were short of potential soil for farming and 
Freeman included this in a speech he gave at a Pan American conference 
in Brazil§ Of course it was utterly ridiculous. Then Wadleigh and I 
had a letter to answer for Freeman that was sent to him by the Atomic 
Energy Commission. They were upbraiding him because with the new 

.. methods they have for taking the salt oub of sea water more land could 
be irrigated. This of course compounded the silliness because all the 
South American countries have abundant potential arable soil that is 


well watered. I helped poor Wadleigh get all of this straightened out 
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in one letter. In.addition I had a good many telephone calls about this 
Silly statement of Freeman's since I had pointed out in the USDA Yearbook, 
Farmer's World that the total arable soil in the world could be about 
doubled. The figures were especially high for South America and for 
Africa south of the Sahara, But of course the position of Interior 

and of the AEC was simply and purely propaganda with the Congress to 

get more huge sums for large-scale demonstrations. Yet, of course, 

plants to take the salt out of sea water do have a place in crowded 
desert countries. 

On April 27 Williams sent a few of us a copy of his plan for 
"Agricultural water management in India." It had several serious errors. 
The funniest one was the outline map on the cover showing India in black. 
In accordance with this map West Pakistan was a part of India but Assam 
and the Northeast Territories had been given up The worst confusion 
in it wes the consolidation of fragmented holdings and the statements 
Saying that, "Essentially no research on the interrelationships of soil, 
water, and plants has been carried out in Indias" and that "there is 
practically no university instruction in agricultural water management....." 
Of course neither statement was true although they didn't have enough 
research and teaching along this line or any other line in scientific 
agriculture. 

Karly in May we were getting letters back on the books that had 
been sent out. The funniest one was from Governor Babcock of Montana 
addressed to former Governor Sanford of North Carolina. It read 


as follows: 
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" April 11, 1966 


Dear Terry: 


Thank you very much for your recent 
letter and the book, The College of Agriculture: 
Science in the Public cervice. 


I suspect that this is probably more of 
a problem in other regions of the United States 
than it is in Montana, since our rural people have 
a high level of educational attainment. However, 
I am sure that many of the conclusions reached 
would apply equally to Montana, 


Again, thanks for your thoughtfulness 
in sending the book to me. 


Kind personal regards, 


Tim Babcock 
Governor " 
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About this time I learned from the telegrams going over my desk that 


é 


: Director General Sen of FAO was saying that TVA should work with a special 
' group of fertilizer companies advising with FAO, I didn't know whether 
| Frank Parker had anything to do with this or not. But JI called Lewis 
Nelson and we talked it over and agreed that under no circumstances 
should TVA do this. 
Dr. Cline of Cornell had called me earlier that he needed a 
professor of tropical soil science. I talked with Dr. Drosdoff about 
this and he said he might be interested so I wrote a long letter to 
Marlin about him. I reminded Matt that I had told him when he came to his 
present job that I was going to try to find a position for him in soil 
science. He argued that his present position was important. I agreed 
but explained to him that with the extreme anti-intellectualism in the 
Secretary's Office he would not be able to do much. This seed was 


bound to grow, 


ore nnmuen emer, 


Fi had started the previous November to rewrite our manual for 


authors of published soil surveys. I left it on my desk and wrote a 

paragraph or two at intervals. Since Mommy and I then planned to be 
7 in Europe during June I resolved to try to finish it in rough draft so 
the girls could have it typed for review by the staff during our planned 
three-week holiday in Florence, Zurich, brussels, London, and Dublin. 


I had written to friends in Brussels, London, and Dublin about our 


itinerary and offered to call on them provided we didn't discuss soil 


i 


, science or education. 
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On May 11 some people told me that they had tried to order the book 
from McGraw-Hill and were told that it was "out of stock" whatever that 
meant. 

On May 16 Don Williams gave a report on India following his recent 
visit. Obviously the earlier report was not adopted so he wrote another 
one that brought in cooperation of other people. Yet he still planned 
to go ahead with the demonstrations on water manarement that seemed 
Bi skerdimartly expensive to me. 

On May 17 we again had the USDA award ceremony. These had greatly 
Bbtheroreted although I was pleased to see Dr. Victor Boswell get the 
gold medal, which he should have had years ago. ButI had no idea why 
several of the other cot them. 

On May 18 I had an offer of a professorship from the University of 
California but didn't feél that it would be in the public interest for 
me to leave at that time. That afternoon I went to Birmingham, Alabama. 
I spent the next day in Greene County, Alabama for a celebration marking 
the mapping of the last acre. In the forenoon our people took me to a 
big cattle farm in the "black belt." When I had first come into the 
Department these soils were used for cotton, In 1966 they were mainly 
used for grass. The little Negro cabins had disappeared. We called 
at a beautiful place with over 3,000 acres and a fine herd of herefords, 
In the big white house, neve built in the ante-bellum style, I saw 


three living rooms and there may have been more. The owner took me in 


his car around the whole community. He gave me the pedigree of the owner 


of each place and explained what a wonderful job he was doing. Not 


a word slipped about politics or Negroes, 
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Then we went over to a pavillion near an artificial lake for the 
ceremony where I spoke. I did hear that one person expected to come did 
not because the meeting was "integrated" -- one Negwo farmer, two 
Negro teachers, and two or three Negnves on the extension staff. I was 
impressed with the local power structure. It must have been nice for 
those on the inside. Unhappily they had taken in the SCS staff. 

During the week of May 23 I was able to complete the rough draft 
of the manual for authors of published soil surveys and prepared to be 
away for three weeks in Europe. Just before I left I had another 
conference with Drosdoff who then had an appointment to visit Cornell 
early in June. 

About noon on May 30 our neighbors, the Thornes, took us to 
National Airport. At the Kennedy Airport we had a chat with Mary Alice, 
Jack, and the children. About 7:00 P.M. we left for Milan. 

(The details of this journey are covered in the journal entitled 
A Joycean Holiday. ) 

On June 20 we returned from Europe after a pleasant holiday bringing 
wooks, a painting, and other nice things. Our garden boy had done a 
good job and things looked quite good. 

On June 21 I was back at the office with my desk covered with things 
to read. On the following Thursday, June 23 I had a nice visit with 


a German young man, Bienroth, He had been visiting our work in the US 


| for quite a little while. I was enormously impressed with him. 


June 27 was the last day for my secretary Mrs. Ridenour. Mrs. 
Sawyer was to replace her. She was not well qualified but there were 


no better alternatives, It had alwakh) been hard to figure out why it was 
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so difficult to get good secretaries since the pay was so much higher than 
that for teachers. Part of the reason was that few of the men in the 
Service, including most of the deputy administrators, had had training 
and experience in dictation. Otherwise competent secretaries lost their 
skills. No one could have possibly carried the load T did without a 
great deal of dictation. {atin Me did peed river dudeck 

I had a long talk again with Drosdoff and he had decided to. take 
the position with Marlin Uline at Cornell. But of course there needed 
to be a long waiting period to be sure it was approved by the Board 
of Regents. 

On July 1 my salary moved npward to $25,0h0. 

Gradually I caught up on the back correspondence, 

I also had the job of cutting the Sohl Survey by $1,000,000. Very 
stupidly and irresponsibly Williams insisted on some cuts in correlation, 
editing, cartographic, and laboratory. Over the years the budget for 


printing and these items had increased very little beyond increases in 


Salaries. Whereas the funds for field work had increased several fold, 
mainly as a result of individual decisions by state conservationists to 
add soil scientists instead of filling vacancies in other categories. 
Then too, watershed funds, Forest Service funds, and state and local 


funds increased a great deal. Nearly all of this was for field work. 


We were thus geared up to complete the field work only for about 75 
counties annually and had the funds for printing less than 50, To make 
any sense all of the cuts and a bit more should have come in the field 


work. By straightening up the time reporting the states could easily 
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| make up their cuts. But by not doing it this way the great imbalance 
would be made worse. Since it was out of the question to reduce the 
laboratory work, I made the major cuts by eliminating the range-soil 
and shelterbelt research. I also cut out the four writing specialists 
assigned to the four principal soil correlators. I worked closely with 
Carl Dorny who helped me all he could. 

During July we had many good argum¢ti}s in the committee working on 
the policy statement regarding FAO. Fortunately I was able to get the 
criticisms of FAO toned down a good deal. 

Also I had to help Klingebiel at lot with some of his papers. Yet 
he worked hard and had done well. Guy Smith and I had recommended him 


to be elected a fellow of the American Society of Agronomy, He was elected, 


In mid July Williams had a call from Robinson of North Carolina 
about services on a panel on tropical soils being organized at the 
direction of the President under the office of Science and Technology. 


The Department had no word about it nor had the Division of Biology and 


| Agriculture of the National Research Council. 

On July 18 I ~~ to Dr. Knoblauch a carefully worded memorandun 
| on Hatch funds for field research to support the Soil Survey. 
| On July 26 I worked up.ailong memorandum to Gladwin Young on how 
| we could carry out the very few recommendations of any consequence in 
) the final draft of his Soil Survey committee report. The only important 
one was one that I had given him about updating the several hundred old 
but good soil surveys having line maps. Still the report could muddy 
the water with the emphasis on interim reports prior to publication. 


I took an enormous amount of time on this silly enterprise. Since he 


could not understand it he finally sent it down to me for editing. 
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Although somewhat ironical I received the testimony of a new bill for 
soil surveys for community planning. (89th Congress, second session, 
July 14, 1966.) This document contained some very fine statements by 
many importanh people. The law was passed and signed by the President 
September 7 -- Public Law 89-560. 

The Service found a way to improve its political relations with 
Congress. Two young men in SCS were given the congressional fellowships 
the previous year and another one for 1966, They consulted with the 
administrator about once a week on the current "official line" to take in 
the conversations with "people on the Hill." 

Along about the 2nd of August many of us were called into the 


Secretary's staff conference by Assistant Secretary Mehren and given the 


word that we must cooperate with the OST (Office of Science and Technology) 


on the world food report the President requested even though all the 


chairmen and most of the panel members were selected prior to any 
consultation with the Department. The effort came under the President's 


science advisor whth Dr. H. F. Robinsin, administrative dean for research 


of the University of North Carolina at Raleigh, as the arranger. Williams 
and I were called in to talk with Robinson and he certainly said the 


wrong things. He told Williams that they simply must have me for this 


work and espedially for tropical soils, The effort was set up in lh 
overlapping sub panels. The chairman of the one on tropical soils was 
J. G. Horsffall, director of a little station at New Haven, Connecticut. 
He lacked any qualifications but fortunately Brady, Cline, and Drosdoff 
were also members, which helped to counterbalance two other highly 
articulate but poor members. Dr. Lyle T. Alexander was to work with the 


panel dealing with fertilizers and the like and A. Clifford Orvedal with 
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the panel on soil and water in duties headed by a very difficult man, 
Roger Revelle. 

This whole enterprise took a great deal of my time and almost the full 
time of Orvedal and two other men for three months. At the first session 
of Orvedal's panel Revelle almost insulted him, Revelle was also a 
propagandist for Udall's saline water project. When I heard about this 
I called Dr. Mehren and explained the whole situation and how we came 
to have the only solid data in the world on soil resources through our 
world soil map project that had been going since the start of World War il. 
I said, "If Revelle is going to mess up our data we shall simply pull 
out." He replied, "I know how careless he is with facts. Don't approve 
anything you can't back up. I'll see what Ican do." And he helped a 
great deal, 

During the first week of August I had a nice conference with Dr. 

Pal, director of the Indian Institute for Agricultural Research at Delhi. 
Obviously he hadn't read the statement Williams had made about research 
in India. 

On August 5 we had only very general hearings on budgets for 1963 
in the Undersecretary's office. While Yecretary Freeman was there 
Williams and others discussed the dangers of bringing back some of the 
land into wheat that still had an historical base for wheat, The 
emphasis was on erosion. I got a chance to put in a bit and made it clear 
that we had enormous acreages of potentially good arable soil now 
covered with brush and trees. I said, "Mr. Secretary if you could take 
a meen in a car I could show you nearly 100,000,000 acres of it. Since 


we have such an abundance of good soil it seems a shame to bring back 
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the poor soil which would only lead to more rural poverty." 

The following Tuesday I had a call from the Secretary's office for 
a brief statement on the potential of the Coastal Plain from Norfolk 
around to Sast Texas. One of the boys told me that after a Cabinet 
meeting a TV reporter interviewed the Secretary and he made the statement 
then that no one should be worried because the US had over 100,000,000 
acres of potentially good soil not then being farmed. 

On several occasions during the summer and autumn of 1966 either 
Dr. Smith of I had to go over to the OST for meetings of an ad hoc 
panel on the solid earth sciences, Since there were panels on nearly 
everything else to chelp get funds the gedhogists wanted in and they were 
anxious to have the soil scientists too. 

I interviewed an SCS man named Bower who had been in Tunisia. He 
too had been selected without any consultation with my staff. He was a 
poor one, It was a great pity that such men were sent abroad, 

On August 15 Paul Montgomery retired, to my regret in most ways. 
After word of this had gotten around I discovered that Clifford Orvedal 
would like to turn the world soil map over to John Rourke and come into 
this position, For about 20 years Orvedal had been doing a large amount 
of extremely important work but always under secret or top secret restric- 
tions. I could see why he should like to be able to publish 

Monday forenoon, August 15 Gladwin Young called a few of us into 
his office to explain that the Secretary would visit the top staff of the 
Service in the Administrator's office at 11:00 A.M., Wednesday, August 17. 


Several, including me, were asked to prepare five-minute statements. 


Mr. Young said he had made this plan with Mr. Williams by phone. Mr. williams 
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{ would take five or ten minutes to explain the general purpose of the Service; 
we would have about five or six of these little five-minute talks; and 
then leave around 15 or 20 minutes for questions. 

The Secretary came as scheduled and Mr. Williams gave a general 
talk and then described in detail all the functions of the Service with 
Dr. Whitt and Chet Francis holding the big organization chart. This 
rambled on for about 50 minutes, 

He then called on Mohagen, Prange, and Bernard for some figures and 
then discussed these for another five or ten minutes. 
| The Secretary stayed until about 12:15 P.M. with few chances to ask 
| questions which were answered by Mr. Williams. 
| This was a good example of the way Mr. Freeman almost completely 
| isolated himseif from the staff of the Department of Agriculture; and 
| of Mr. Williams fear of any possible competition from his own staff, 

I learned that both Bill Johnson and Jack McClelland had declined 


any interest in the FAO position. Bartelli showed some interest, 


On August 19 I had an interesting conference with Mr. Al Jarral, 
a provincial governor in Iraq. 
I also had a letter form McGraw-Hill saying that they had sold 
2,500 copies of the book on the colleges by August 1 but that may 
indlude all of those given away by Carmmegie paid out of the remains 
of the grant, but I supposed not. Without my recommendation, tha 
Service had bought about 60. 
On Saturday, August 20 Mommy and I had a real treat to see Stephen D. 


at a local theatre. It was wonderfully well cast. All the words were fron 


Joyce's Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man or Stephen Hero, 
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On August 21 I went to the Soil Science and Agronomy meetings 
at Stillwater, Oklahoma, That evening there was a closed conference on 
how to get high quality students interested in soils and crops. The 
| chairman, Hoover of Midsissippi, asked me to sit in and to summarize t he 
speeches. Except for one by K. N. McFarland they were pretty god awful. 
I had these fellow;in a closed session and I certainly went after them 
about poor counseling, weak courses, and so on. At their request I 
redictated this later for the minutes that were sent to the participants. 
On Tuesday I gave a speech to the whole society, Education of soil 
scientists and crop scientists. The receptionwasvery good indeed, 
| On the whole the individual sessions were not good. Many of the 
. short technical papers were by young graduate students who spoke poorly. 
I jumped on to several of their professors about this and explained that 


they should have their boys try out their speeches at home first and not 


on the whole society. 
| At these meetings A, A. Klingebiel was made a fellow of the 
American Society of Agronomy. I had long thought that such honors 
served no purpose but since the soil scientists were eligible I had 
recommended several people in the Soil Survey over the years (as well as 
several in the colleges). The men in the Soil Survey included: J. W. Moon, 
1946; J. K. Ableiter, 1950; Roy W. Simonson, 1952; R. D. Hockensmith, 1953; 
Marlin G. Cline, 19543; G. D.SSmith, 1953; W. S. Ligon, 1955; E, H. Templin, 
1958; W. M. Johnson, 1965; and A. A. Klingebiel, 1966. 

I returned home August 26. Some very nice books had come. A 
first edition of Finnegans Wake with a dust jacket, the Egoist Press 
Ulysses with two laid-in corrections, and the Roth pirate of Ulysses 


in fine condition. Naturally the correspondence was piled high and 
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I had a lot to do on the food panel. 

The following day John Rourke left for thirty days in Morocco, Spain, 
and Portugal for a meeting of Commission V of the International Society. 
Miller of the world soil map had just returned from two months in Alaska, 

On September 9 we were told that some of the people in the Service 
were to move across the street in the Auditor's Building and that we 
would finally get a bit more space for Soil Survey. 

Since thetplant technologists were moving away I made a start toward 
getting a regular technical seminar under way, which took a long, long 
time. 

I had many callers and a lot of speeches to write. 

On the 23rd of September, in response to urgent pressure, Williams 
got out a memorandum about recruitment of Negroes, It was a rather 
foolish memorandum because much emphasis was placed on recruitment from 
the Negro colleges that do not teach soil science to amount to anything. 

The week of September 26 we had the annual state conservationists 
meeting in the Annapolis Hotel in Washington. Like all the others this 
one was mixed, “xcept for Bathhurst in Michigan the southern and western 
groups were best. The outstanding individuals among them were first 
Helseth, Roget, Sasser, and Bathhurst. The next best group included 
Red Smith, Bill Heard, June weber, and Davy. Our consultant, Quay, made 
and excellent presentation of the use of soil surveys in community planning. 
Minott Silliman made a fine speech on resource planning but it nearka 
content, On top of that he asked Koechley to give the same speech to the 
cartographic heads who were meeting the following week in Lincoln! 

Noon, October }} I left for Lincoln and spent that day and the next 
two with the cartographic heads. They were a good bunch. I returned about 


noon October 6. 
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Assistant Secretary Mehren asked me, through S. C. King, an assistant, 
to comment on a paper by Professor Bonnen of Michigan State, which was 
very critical of the agricultural establishment, I told him I would if he 
would keep it confidential. (Copy attached). Sometime later I discovered 
that he had had it xeroxed and circulated. When I called his office he 
wasn't in so I told his secretary to leave him a note about it and 
whether he was trying to get me fired. The day after King assured me 
that all copies had been withdrawn and accounted for. 

During October I briefed Phalen, an SCS engineer, and Coover, state 


soil scientist in Texas, who were going to India for a two-year stint. I 


assigned Derr the onorous job of making the first draft of revisions of 


the memos affected by the recent Soil Survey Committee report, 

This was an extremely busy month what with speeches to prepare, 
heavy correspondence, and many visitors. 

On October 18 we had hearings in the Bureau of the Budget that went 
fine for the Soil Survey but very badly on planning. The boys in Budget 


just simply can't understand what the Serviee means by the word "planning" 


Then Mr. Williams turned around and said that the Service did not do any 


planning but only helped other people to plant It was a very unsatisfactory 
hearing. 

On October 21 I talked with Professor Rowe of the University of 
Oklahoma who was managing the short course in social science for Service 
people. Between them Berg and Young ruined the proposal I made earlier 
for six weeks of four solid eourses: production economics, economics of 
development, psychology, and sociology. I wanted to have it at a good 


land-grant college where the boys would find a familiar atmosphere. 
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S.. C King, Acting Deputy Director of October 7, 1966 
- Science and Education 


Charles E. Kellogg, > vine Administrator 
_ for Soil Survey, SCS 


Paper: Evaluation of Traditional Roles of Agricultural 
tutions by $ I. Bonnen 
[AL USE ONLY 
This is an excellent paper and brings forward sharply some of the 


. basic difficulties in making progress in modern American agricul- 
ture. I have said a good many of the same things in my recent book, 


The Gableze of = ee Science in the Public Service, and 
re. word my Suggestions mu ess harshly in the 
hopes of not offending people who are in a position to do something 


about the bad situation we have. Also I tried to give in more 
detail some of the basic reasons for our uncomfortable situation. 


I cannot comment in any depth on his statements about the wars among 
| the “agricultural organizations," such as the Farm Bureau and the 
Farmers Union, although I know the situation is not good. 


I had known for a considerable time that the image of agriculture 
was bad but I had had no idea how bad until near the end of my Study 
| when many people outside of the agricultural establishment looked at 
gta and gave me helpful comments. Most urban people think 
t all students going to agricultural colleges are going to learn 
how to farm. Since the Department of Agriculture itself has implied 
that ali agricultural labor is on farms, and that such labor is 
declining, these people feel that the agricultural colleges should 
be phased out. They think that all crops are in surplus and that all 
| are Subsidized by the government. They think that all of us in the 
| agricultural establishment--the farm organizations, the Department, 
and the agricultural colleges--are highly conservative, quarrelsome, 
tive, and indecisive. They think we do not do what we 
know we should do. Now these comments came from highly intelligent 
people with good educations who had had no previous opportunity to 
know anything about the broad segment of agriculture. On all such 
Comments I wrote long letters explaining the situation as I under- 
Stood it. In every instance I had nice replies and profuse thanks. 


There are a whole host of basic reasons for the difficulties that 
Miatetecr Bonnen talks about. 


First of all, we in agriculture have completely refused, for some 
Teason that I cannot understand, to recognize that a large part of 
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p Jabe. in agriculture have been transferred from the farm to the 
sand cities. Both the Department and the Council of Economic 
vi sors still use the terms "farm" and "agriculture" as complete 
7 s. The Department of Agriculture has issued statements 
ayn that 7 percent (sic) of the labor force furnishes the 
ple of the United States with their food and fiber!!! According 
‘the statistics in the recent report of the President's Council of 
_ Economic Advisors, as soon as a hoe hand in the cotton fields is 
t nsferred to making machines and chemicals he disappears completely 
ea agriculture sector! Actually, of course, about 35 to 37 per- 
j : of the American labor force is engaged full time in agriculture. 


still talk about agricultural land when we mean cropland. Most 

iss in our Department excludes from agricultural land any land 

t used for farming. This means that all of our experimental 
tations, agricultural colleges, stockyards, canning factories, 

er tilizer warehouses, and so on and so on, including the South 

ull ing of the Department of Agriculture, occupy land used for non~ 
gricultural purposes!! 

het people in the agricultural establishment have been exceedingly 

w to recognize the extraordinary urbanization of agriculture, 

iding most commercial farming. The wife of the modern commercial 

fa mer buys about as much in the chain food store as the wife of a 

w York Stockbroker. 


ac icultural economists have dweit at length on the amount of 

| and released by the shift from horses and mules to tractors. Yet 
they are silent on the enormous amount of land released because of 

: great success of our food processing industry and the elimination 
f waste. Why? This intellectual failure is carried over into our 
reign aid programs. Most of the emphasis in that program is to 
Piivivacors to produce more food in their fields with little 
mtion to the staggering wastes because of inadequate storage, 
nsport, and processing, including refrigeration. 


5 hs agricultural colleges only about 10 to 12 percent of the 
firs degree graduates go into farming, including nurseries, The 
Others enter some other phase of the agricultural sector, The 

se colleges have made considerable progress in improving their 
icula. Their faculties now recognize that they are educating 
n who néed as much basic mathematics, science, language, and the 
nities as other educated men. Yet the Civil Service standards 
roved by the Department do not reflect these changes in curricula. 
"fact, most of the agricultural colleges now-~all of the good ones-~ 
ve arally, in one form or another, three broad options: (1) a 
cientific curriculum, (2) a business and economics curriculum, and 
a So-called "production" curriculum. The first two are designed 
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or educating men and the third is a hang-over from earlier days, 
j student ean get a B.S, degree in this third option with a very 
‘ir “of science, mathematics, language, and the humanities, 
“Actually, there is little or no need for this curriculum in those 

l ce. that have a good one or two-year short course for tech- 
ic ians, YET many of the college catalogs point out that one can 
ate with a B.S. degree from this option and satisfy the Civil 
omy requirements for a profess ionat position in the United States 
partment of Agriculture!! And with no preparation for either 
raduate Study or self-directed study!! 


For many years the Department of Agriculture was, in effect, a kind 
of national university. The early scientists, in cooperation with 
‘their colleagues in the colleges, laid the ground work for our modern 
American agriculture, Then following the farm depression after 

World War I, emphasis began to change toward direct farm programs, 

Nhe! Wallace became Secretary in the early 30's, many new organiza- 
tions were started in the Department , This was, of course, a bit 
contrary to the understanding between the Department and the colleges 
when the Smith-Lever Act was passed. Because of his strong scientific 
orientation Mr. Wallace maintained and improved the scientific work 
‘of the Department. But when he left, this work gradually withered 

til now it is a Side issue so far as Department policy is concerned. 
stually our best scientists who are left could help with ideas for 

the so-called “action” programs as they did earlier. The Department 
fo longer has the kind of high-level seminars that Wallace and Wilson 
sponsored nor the other aspects of an intellectual climate for 
research, especially for interdisciplinary research requiring close 
+ cian between natural and social scientists. 


a1 and that farm people are not dghy intellectual, and saree 
fens result of the changes since 1940, the rest of the Scientific 
nd Soames does look down on agriculture. Some of this is fair 
and is unfair. Many of the strongest intellectuals and scientists 
1 the colleges look down on the people in the Department of Agricul- 
ture. They say they cannot tell from our publications when we are 
talking about science and when we are talking about politics. (And 
Sometimes it is hard!) I am trying to say that the budget proposals 

f last ae, did shock scientists in the colleges very hard 
“indeed but the ground work had already been laid. And why were the 
“ge 80 severe in research--in ARS, for the experiment stations, and 
2 Soil Survey? I do not know either, 


vt x aspect of Federal-State relations basic to much of the 
resent confusion results from failures to poo] the authorities over 
hi ‘land of the Federal government with those of State govern- 

I can recall that during a short period in the 1930's the 
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al government spent enough money in certain counties to have 
= all the real and personal property in those counties. Except 
.the relief of individuals this did not do much good. Only the 

a’ 8, not the USDA, have authority to zone land unsuitable for 
pming out of that use, This is.a very serious problem that we 
wage As science and technology have gone forward, land formerly 

int to be useful for farming is now not so used because the 

1s are unresponsive to modern methods. Other soils that were 

thought to be poor for farming 30 years ago are now known to be 
xcellent for farming because of their high response to modern 
. There is no need for farmers to uSe soils poor for crops. 


> USDA clings to the historical base, We urgently need some 
: “that will merge the powers under the Federal Constitution 
hh those under State Constitutions. If this is not done, we shall 
japon to have thousands of farm families using soils for farming 
= are not suitable--for which there are no known combinations of 
stices to give competitive yields for the inputs. Now, of 
» Some of these soils will suffer from blowing and erosion; 
ut the worst feature is that such use will contribute heavily to 
, poverty. Yet we have in the United States well over 100 million 
2s of soils excellent for farming with our new methods but now 
red with brush and trees, 


i§ problem is solvable through interdisciplinary research between 
e natural and social scientists of the Department and the colleges. 
may there was a great deal of this kind of research in the 
Ht ent. I personally knew most of the economists of the Depart- 
m Ghawrane capable of such kinds of intellectual effort. We had 
a gree t many joint seminars. I cannot even recall one on a major 
question during the past several years, 


Personally I have a great deal of sympathy with Extension, It is 
One to criticize Extension. But this is because they are exposed, 
firm conclusion I reached from my Study of the colleges was that 
every land-grant college the quality of Extension parallels the 
ua lity of research and teaching. One does not see the scientist 
ps back in the laboratory who has not had a new idea for 20 years. 

does he see the professor. using old, old notes and boring his 
dents out of his class, out of the college of agriculture, and 
haps even out of the land-grant university. 


tension is the educational arm of the Department and of the 
olleges. In the Department they are essentially isolated from the 
Ww Scholars left, They are isolated in a few of the colleges, but 
only a few now. Some extension people still feel they must fight 
ne ard actions" to maintain their place. But not in the best 
ges. Some colleges are beginning to have centers or institutes 
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h things as renewable resources and quality of the environ- 
2 Fipianre these include well-trained extension people, valuable — 
are coming forward. 
kly these trends raise serious questions whether or not research 
th natural and social sciences can be administered in a Federal 
y where the administration gives, perhaps necessarily, its 
» attention to immediate, politically charged "action" programs. 
é al advanced countries agricultural research is organized in 
i¢terent ministry where there is an intellectual atmosphere for 
rch and where long-time programs can be developed and carried 
gh. In some of these countries their relations with extension 
are highly effective. In others they are not. 


is memorandum is over-long and perhaps over-frank. I was very 
leased with Professor Bonnen's paper. I insisted that all of my 
nLox Staff read it. Personally I would not have written it so 
not y. But I may be wrong. Maybe you do make better progress by 
making people mad. But in my public statements I have | 
exp ined these things with a minimum of sharpness, and with the 
sons as I understand them in the hope that enough people would 
ens the serious anti-intellectualism into which we are drifting 
gee it in time, It is a pity for us to rest on our current 
nowledge. We have actually only begun to apply science to agricul- 
We are eSpecially backward in the use of the computer tech- 
es for national, area, and community planning. 


was in France in 1947 and felt that the situation was nearly hope- 

: } but look at France today. And look at their system of national 

mning, And when I do this I cannot avoid thinking the great 

nders that could be dome in the United States if someone could 

jemove the lethargy from our agricultural establishment. Except for 
use of economics*in planning, we are better than the French and 

av ever so much more abundant resources. 
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The intent of the course would be to give the boys enough language and 
practice so they couhd read books and reports in those fields, It 

should have been designed for young men; but it turned out to be as a 
muddle of seminars for the older men. I explained to Professor Rowe what 
was really needed and why. I illustrated it with our Cornell Institute. 
Just as he left he said, "I wish I could do this all over again." To cap 
it off I heard later that Silliman would take the course and report on 
its quality, Of God$ Oh Montreal’ 

On October 25 I had an all-day session in the OST on tropical soils 
and agriculture. 

The next day I went to the University of Minnesota and spoke to the 
entire extension staff and many of the faculty on Resource use and 
economic development: The role of the land-grant university. The 
speech went over very well parily because Cochrane and two other 
discussers raised questions, which gave me back the floor. I particularly 
emphasized the bad results of combining departments for interdisciplinary 
work. Dean Berg seemed to be pleased, 

I was back to my office with a pile of stuff on my desk October 31. 
Dr. Smith had already left for Moscow with astopover in Belgium the day 
before. 

That same day I had a taak with Fitzhugh Thomas in the Budget and 
gave him the figures for what we needed to catch up on soil survey 
publications, He said he would do his best and he added $500,000. 

(But this was taken out later in secret by Schnittker and the Director 


just before the budget was printed!) 
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On November 7 I went to Ames, Iowa for a world food conference. I 


had a paper there on which I had spent a great deal of effort: World food 


production prospects and potentials: A long-run look. This was in 


striking contrast to one by Mr. Brown. I had some nice conversation with 
Schultz, Moseman, and several others. Since Dr. Heady told me that the 
proceedings would be published in a short time my extensive notes at this 
meeting will not be copied here, 

On November 10 Dean E, R. Keihl came to Ames in a plane and took me 
down to Columbia, Missouri. 

The next day I visited the soils people in the morning and conducted 
a faculty seminar on the new book in the afternoon and gave a more 
popular speech based on the manuscript I had used at Ames in the evening. 
This was the annual banquet of Gamma Sigma Delta with about lO percent 
women, I substituted stories and examples for the more technical parts, 
It seemed to go over very well indeed, 

The next day, Saturday, November 12 Professor Scrivner took me to 
St. Louis to get the plane for Baltimore, 

The following day, November 13 I went down to see my friends at the 
meetings of the National Association of State Universities and Land-Grant 
Colleges. 

Monday, the 1ith I tried to catch up on my correspondence and found 
that Williams had returned from India with brief stopovers in Thailand, 
Viet Nam, and Honolulu. 

The next day I went back to the meetings of the Association 
including the general meeting on agriculture. Secretary Freeman spoke 


briefly. Dean Butts gave him a very left-handed introduction, I had been 
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i where the audience did not come to their feet for the Secretary. In his 


attending these meetings for over thirty years and this was the first one 


speech Freeman said that the Department was going to concentrate on three 
things: production research, international agriculture, and commnity 
development. This did not coincide with his printed talk, with the budget, 


or what he said during the next few weeks. 


It will be some time before the state land-grant agricultural 
| colleges will forgive the Secretary for the attempt to cut their grant 
funds. The cuts would have been very serious. But the Congress restored 
. them. 
During the meetings I met several of the deans and directors and all 


of them were very congratulatory on the book and so was the joint committee 


of the Department and the colleges in their report. 

On November 22 Professor John Phillips called. I hadn't seen him 

. for a long time even though he had been in this country tor over a year 

| mainly at the Universiy of Pennsylvania. He told me that he would send 

some of his books, which he did later. I am sure that he was very 

unhappy with his South African government but I didn't discuss that with hin. 

On November 23 Drosdoff's office had a little party for him with 
this his last week in the Department, 

Mommy and I went to Charlottesville for Thanksgiving. We got home 
about noon on Saturday and nearly finished the annual leaf raking that 
weekend, 

Mr. Saouma, director of the Division of Land and Water in FAO called 
on Monday, November 23. He was looking for more suggestions for candidates 


to head the Soils Branch than I had given him but I couldn't think of any 
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moree I had a good impression of him. He made it clear that he knew 

I didn't agree with Bramao's program for a world soil map so we didn't 
discuss it except that I pointed out that no one had confidence in 
Bramao and everyone had confidence in Ignatieff. I also explained that 
a lot had happened in soil science in the past ten years and that it was 
time to pian a third edition of the Efficient Use of Fertilizers. 

Again correspondence was very heavy and on the 30th of November we 
had another rather unsatisfactory meeting on tropical soils for the food 
panel. This certainly took a lot of work, 

About the same time I had a letter from Dr. Aandahl that bothered 
me quite a bit in that he said he should like to retire in about a year, 


At that time we had only one qualified replacement for a principai soil 


correlator -- Dr. John McClelland, 
Miss Mahoney of Carnegie and Joe Ackerman of the Farm Foundation 
| along with David and Rita Knapp came out for dinner Sunday, December h. 


Miss Mahoney had the idea that I should lead a lot of conferences and 


the like on the book but none of the rest of us felt that this was very 
necessary since several of the agricultural colleges were doing this 
themselves. 

During the week of December 5 we had conferences with the principal 
soil correlators on any final changes in the new supplement to the system 
of soil classification, which was going out in the late winter of 1967 for 

- final testing prior to December 1967 when the "books would be closed," 
We had invited René Tavernier and he was able to come on Monday. Dr. Smith 
met him at the airport and kept him at his house for the night. On 
Tuesday evening the principal soil correlators had dinner at our home along 
With Tavernier who stayed with us through Thursday. The principal soil 


correlators and Smith and Simonson all knew more about the details of the 
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system than I did. Yet when they had arguments I had to settle them if 
they couldn't. We made good progress however. Tavernier contributed a 
good deal based partly on his recent visits in North Africa and in the 
Mediterranean countries. 

Friday Tavernier went back with Dr. Smith and Robert, Joan, and the 
children came Friday evening. In turn, they left Sunday noon and Tavernier 
came again to our house, 

I was back in the Washington office December 12. The mail was 
very heavy. we got official wort that the Bureau of the Budget had 
increased the Soil Survey allotment by $500,000 but, as I feared, Schnittker 
got it cut out. 

Tavernier worked with Guy Smith and John Douglass until Tuesday 
after lunch and then started back to Ghent. 

On December 1): I again gave my usual lecture in the graduate school 
on the two cultures and reading. I also arranged for Mr, Ableiter to go 
to Portland for three months to help Johnson with the grouping of soils 


series into families since he had a bigger load than the other three 


_ principal soil correlators together. 


On December 16 E. L. Peterson came in and we discussed the work in 
the Ivory Coast which was to be completed in late March or early April 1967. 

Between December 20 and 26 I remained at home on leave, mainly to 
work on this journal. 

The following Tiiesday, December 27 I went to the AAAS meeting in 
Washington, D. C. especially for a program on the world food situation. 

G. Ww. So Pieters 

It turned out to be a very poor program except for the last speaker,,-- the 


agricultural attache in the Dutch Embassy. He had more in his little 
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speech than all the others combined. He said, "I can talk only about 
Europe." But in the process he put his finger on several of the serious 
mistakes made by the United States in a very clever and meaty speech. 
Both Lester Brown and Dorothy Jacobson did very poorly as did Waters of 
AID. 

I worked in my office all day the 29th mostly on the report of the 
tropical soil panel which Drosdoff, Cline, and Brady had greatly improved. 
I had a card at Christmas time from Dr. Drosdoff thanking me for "twisting 
his arm" to go to Cornell. Apparsmtly he was liking it very much. 

A most amusing memorandum was circulated by the Secretary to all 
| agency heads on December 23. The memorandum admonished them to observe 
very carefully the specific intent of Congress in the use of appropriated 
funds. (He had never before donm so himself but he hoped to use this to 
avoid another tongue lashing from the House committee, ) 

Lloyd Garland completed his special training and left for Brazil. 
Cleveland and van der Voet were scheduled to return early in February, 1967. 
Cleveland was scheduled to go to work with Bauer and van der Voet to 

Michigan as state soil scientist. 

Near the end of December Derr got some ridiculous sugrestions on 
| the revised soils memoranda that had to be explained to Gladwin Young 
| who didn't understand them, 


On December 30 I attended a conference nearly all day at the AAAS 


= 


office, as a representative of USDA with a committee planning an 
international arid zone conference in the United States for the early 
summer of 1968, 


And 1966 was finished. 
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Since January 1 fell on a Sunday I had two holidays to complete 
most of the chapter of the curriculum vitae for 1966, 
During the winter and spring I had a lot of correspondence with Dr. 


Charles Hardin, who was working as a special consultant to the National 
L/ 

| Advisory Commission on Food and Fiber. In July I wrote a considerable 
4 
| 
| The badly edited report of the Commission was published in July 1967 
| under the title "Food and Fiber for the Future" (361 pp.) and Hardin's 
"Food and Fiber in the Nation's Politics" (231 pp.) came along in August 
| 1967 as "Volume III of the Technical Papers of the Commission." 


criticism of the Commission report to Dr. Sherwood 0. Berg, chairman, 
| In most places the report uses the words "farming" and "agriculture" 


| almost interchangeably. Then too, it recommends a separation within a 


| farming system of practices for "conservation" from those for "production," 
; | 
which Berg himself knows to be ridiculous. Apparently the Commission 


had an extremely poor staff, 


leanne 


Last year I had invitations to be a guest professor for three months 


from both the University of California at Davis and Michigan State 
University. With so much on hand for the first three months of 1968, 


I did not see how I could do either and had to send regrets. 


On January 6 I took part in a highly confidential conference in 
' Assistant Secretary Mehren's office. This was a follow through from an 
earlier one that a few of us were selected to attend at the highest 


secret level. I shouldn't want to mention the code word even in these 


personal notes. This had to do with the photographs and other results 
of sensing from satellites, phantom jets, and the like. President 
Johnson had been briefed thoroughly and ordered DOD and NASA to brief a 
few key individuals in the civilian agencies to see what use they could 


make of the new techniques after which decisions could be taken about 
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A STUDY OF AMERICAN COLLEGES OF AGRICULTURE 


4100 NICHOLSON STREET, HYATTSVILLE, MARYLAND 
20782 


DAVID C. KNAPP 


ABSBOGIATE DIRECTOF 


July 24, 1967 


Sherwood O. Berg, Dean 
a astitute of Agriculture 
University of Minnesota 
$t. Paul, Minnesota 55101 


eg Dr. Berg: 


Tl, 


“ am writing to you about the new report, Food and Fiber for the Future. 
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: Panky , I am quite unhappy about this report, not because IT have any greed 
disagreements about what I think the majority agreed to but because 
of it are so vaguely written (or poorly edited) that I cannot be at all 

> gertain that I understand them. Thus I suspect that many of the peopl 

| whom you want to convince will not understand either. Also I fear chat 

| sentences will be torn from context to support points of view opposite to 
- what was intended. 


- example, one set of difficulties arises over the inconsistent use of 
_ the words "agriculture" and "farming." Other words are also used incon- 
_ sistently. On page 255 the report defines "conservation" but the word is 
= not used consistently in this sense in other places. 


One part that disturbs me greatly is the third full paragraph on page 281. 
The first sentence of this paragraph reads, omer recent curriculum 

- changes around the country are encouraging ‘there stil appears to be a dis- 
_ proportionate focus on education for farming, in apie Of theslacrUioueec 
percent of the agricultural college graduates iook for their meape igi 
opportunity outside of agriculture." Here “agriculture” is obviously used 
a§ a direct synonym for "farming." When I made the study of the agricul- 
tural colleges, I got an approximate figure of 12 percent for graduates who 


entered primary agricultural production, including farming, ranching, and 


ey you and I know that except for a few departments of home economics and 

he like, included within the colleges of agriculture for administrative 
Boivenience, most of the graduates go into some phase of agriculture--farming 
research, extension, production of materials for farmers to use, food 
processing, or other industrial, financial, and service sectors of agricul - 
ture. This idea is suggested vaguely in the very next sentence on page 281, 
ich is true, "At the same time, agricultural colleges are now graduating 

y about a fourth of the people needed in agricultural sectors other than 


ing, primarily science and business." Here "agriculture" includes the 


This study includes college teaching, research, and extension and is supported by a grant 
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‘omission recognizes, I believe, that for every person working ox 
there are around 4 or 5 working in the other sectors of agriculture. 
t this is not brought out clearly. 


le I was working on my Study I had many criticisms of the agricultural 
ges, which [ patiently answered, I believe, to the satisfaction of 

of my correspondents. They asked why all of this great expense of 
ricultural colleges for teaching , research, and extension for only 7 mil- 
fpeople? Many raised this question: "Since the number of people on 

is declining, should not these colleges be phased out of existence?" 
now I am going to have to write a great many of these letters ali 
again! 


mmission speaks throughout the report of "farm products" and 
cultural products." As near as I can tell, these words are used inter- 
eably although there is an important difference. Certainly hides, raw 
basic materials for drugs contained in farm animals, pine logs, and 
are clearly farm products. But what about leather, drugs, finished 

rs, pulp for paper, and so on? These I would regard as agricultural 
roducts, not as farm products in their finished form. 


s 
ny 


> 


t the impression from the report, and I hope I am wrong, that when you 
k about farm products, you are thinking almost exclusively of the major 
ins, cotton, soybeans, and possibly the edible parts of farm animals 
nto slaughter. I doubt very much that you are thinking of the great 
Of special crops, including many in horticulture and floricuiture. TI 
t know whether or not you include the many wood products fx farms. 
aces I think you do. I do not know whether you recognize ¢£ farms 
fur ferms as "farms" or not. Just the other day I looked at a large 
cory of farms that furnish recreational services, At many of these 
, individuals, couples, or families may spend a holiday for a week or 
‘Do you include these services? ._I do not know. I couid give many more 
les, 
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seems to me that many of us have been so obsessed with the serious prob- 
Of a few commodities produced in surplus that we have onscio 

Oped a narrow and restricted view of the economics of 1 

d States. I think that farm income is, therefore, understated and ¢ 

problem" considerably oversimplified. TI recognize that : 

1 products and services from farms are individually smal 


J eis 
ctively they are large. Many may have potential for expansion. 


am not quarreling with your definition of "conservation" as a concept, but 
Ot think that it can be applied in actual farm operations. When one 

S a farm, you and I know that all parts are interrelated. You and If 

¢ each farmer and his family to work efficiently so that they get a good 
urn for their labor and management. Few farmers can afford those practices 
imply conserve the resources in the sense you are using the term on 
Tn Tact, very few soils will produce field crops, horticultural 
ir animal products efficiently at this level of productivity. So in 
perations, one is often faced with two alternatives: (1) To help 
er develop as efficient a system as the resources are capabie of 
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the skills and facilities at his command, or (2) encourage him we 

1 farming» for some other occupation. But Dean Berg, many of ou 

lilies with some skills in farming lack skills for other eocceness ns. 
at, L am not quarreling with your separation of cons ervation, develop- 
and conventional practices in your explanation, but in helping 4 

‘to make an efficient system they must be merged , Would you not 

T feel strongly that the report should have brought this out Very 
nd occupiers in the United guevee wno are faced with the problem of 
rting their families from the soil they have, can afford just one of 
sets of practices by itself. 


Ccall, Dr. Berg, in testifying before the Lands Comni ie 
several years ago, I believe on Alaska statehood, the 1 of the 
tee at that time, Mr. Peterson of Florida, started giving me a lecture 
il conservation. So I finally asked him: "Mr. Chairman not 
stand what you mean by soil conservation. Po you mean keeping the 
ls of Florida as productive as they were when ‘ the Indians had them?" 
died, "Well, I never put it that way but, yes, that is my point of 
ieroo then I "asked him: "If that were all we were able to do, how 
arm families do you think you and your colleagues would be representin 
is Congress?" He said, "I do not know, how many do you think?" So I 
im, "Probably about 6, maybe 12." And then I went on to explain to 
at had been done in research application and the use of the products 


Eeneandustry. You know the story. The soils of Florida are ever so 
ore productive than they were originally by combinations of what you 
efined as practices for development, conservation, and conventt onal 
g. 


rg, this is not an academic position I am trying to take. Perhaps 
rgest area of potential highly productive soils, still unused for 
§, is in the Coastal Plain from about Norfolk, Virginia, around. to 
exas. These soils were not used formerly because they were infertile. 
Bpereport brings out, formerly fertilizers were xeny expensive and of 
Uality. But the soils of this area have a most favorable climate, 
ant water, and a long growing season. With modern machines they can 
ily cleared and water-control measures taken, It is true that if they 
t developed, they will not deteriorate, But if developed, they wiil 
duce more efficiently than a great many soils that are now under cultiva- 
According to reasonably conservative estimates that I made recently, 
50 million acres of soils are being cultivated for which there is no 
nethod by which farmers can have reasonable returns for their inputs. 
Mtinued use of these soils for crops can lead only to rural poverty to 
hing of soil blowing and erosion. In both these sets of soils there 
mown half-way system. The poor ones could be used successfully for 
for grass. The others, the good ones in the Coastal Plain, can be 
or trees or for a highly efficient system of farming. There is no 
le intermediate. 


nd this same vagueness in many other parts of the report. 
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to find no discussion, either under soil conservation or 
of the urgent need for continuing our soil survey to avoid the 
nnecessary investment losses farmers and other land users continue 
om poor fits between soils and enterprises. But I suppose you 


put this down to some kind of personal prejudice, 


re any possibility that after you have had the reactions to this 

it could be redrafted and gone over carefully by a competent editor? 
n't, I am afraid people will be confused, especially the people in 
sectors of agriculture besides farming and, even more, people not 
are at all in American pana ee cal with its enormous pRomp exits cs, 


Lal 


> 


“py 


Oy 
i re - ‘ 
Lo 


a 


apeet declassification, presumably with the advice of CIA. At the 
conference in Mehren's office it was explained that more people would 
be cleared and that the contributions of the USDA would have two principal 
focii: (1) On cartography and photo interpretation and (2) Sensing for 
other purposes such as plant disease recognition, fire spotting, and the 
like. Actually these overlap to some extent. It became obvious at once 
that I would be unable to attend all of these briefings and should need 
to get a few people cleared without telling them or any one else what 
they were being cleared for. 

At noon I went to lunch with Frank Parker at his request. I never 
knew what he wanted. Whatever it was he decided not to ask. 

About this time Orvedal and his assistants could make a final 
summary of the land available in the world for the White House report on 
"The World Food Problem," which was published May 1967. In the broadest 
terms these turned out as follows: potential arable soil 7,865,000,000 acres 
or 24.2 percent; non-arable but potential for grazing 9,023,000,000 acres 
or 27.8 percent; no potential for farming or grazing 15, 605,000,000 acres 
of 8 percent. Somewhat less than half of the potential arable sahieawe 
_used for farming. I summarized this whole situation, together with the 
principal points involved in the development of unused potentially arable 
soils, in a brief two-page article, "World potential of arable soils," 
which was published in "Soil Conservation" for June 1967. 

This month I got Dr. Byerly to cooperate with me in a recommendation 
that Roy D. Hockensmith be elected to the Cosmos Club. It is always a 
job to prepare one of these. Later in the year he was elected and was very 
pleased. 

At several times during the year I had the discouraging job of 


briefing teams to go abroad for the United States on technical assistance, 
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A high proportion of the individuals were not qualified and some of those 
who were qualified were being sent on poorly conceived or quite unnecessary 
missions, The plans for one to Senegal were both, that is the people 
were not qualified and the mission was wholly unnecessary since the 
French, hed excellent institutes there. I suspected, without any firm 
knowledge, that it was promoted by either DOD or CIA. 

We had lots of trouble aoe about budgets for soil surveys. The 
people in the Bureau of the Budget were on our side but it proved again 
to be impossible to get the funds we needed to publish our soil surveys, 
despite the fact that it makes no sense to spend $250,000 or more to do 
the work in the field and then withhold the results from the public for 
the lack of $45,000. This we had been doing for a long time. Individual 
state conservationists increased the funds for field work by reallocation 
of their own funds and by grants from counties. Yet the funds for getting 
the survey results in shape for publication remained the same. Gladwin 
Young, a fellow named Silliman, and a few others took the position that 
people could use copies of the field sheets. Rarely can this be done well. 
Even worse, because of the unholy combinations between many county boards 
and the real estate developers, these developers have an unfair advantage 
over other citizens. Generally Don Williams has gone along with this 
silly notion although he knew better. 

January 13 in our staff conference Williams read a long and 
unbelievable memorandum that maintained that the SCS would have charge 
of all water work in India, including even that done by the UN agencies, 
Of course this was nonsense. 

On January 18 I had a talk about staffing of the Soil Survey with 
Mr. Williams. I explained the kinds of tough scientific decisions that a 


man in my position must make. We had a very good top staff in the Soil 
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Survey but when individuals differed no one else except the Deputy 
Administrator could make the decisions to keep things moving. I also 
explained what a demanding job each of the principal soil correlators had, 
especially William Johnson, I explained why I was anxious to have them 
regraded to GS-15. Also I explained why I needed a GS-16 as assistant 
administrator to share part of this load and also to develop as a replacement 
for me. I wanted to retire soon after the new system of soil classification 
was published. He agreed verbally. Of course, we both knew that we 
should need to await our chances on these steps. He told me to go 
ahead and prepare the draft position descriptions. I explained that I 
could make the principal soil correlators understand that they might be 
promoted one at a time, not all at once. 

Williams was very friendly in all of this. Weeks later, near the end 
of March, I got an absurd memorandum signed by him: and obviously written 
by Mohagen that the principal soil correlators were already properly 
graded in GS-1). No scientist has ever lived until he has tried to 
run a research program in a politically oriented "action" agency4 


Along about this same time both the Service and the Secretary's office 


got several of the usual letters from emotional people that federal action 


should be taken to prevent the use of potential farm land for the building 
of cities and highways. It was quite a job to keep the Department from 
making silly replies. First of all, such federal action is clearly 
unconstitutional. Secondly, the country has around 250,000,000 acres 

of soil suitable for farming but now covered with either grass or trees, 
not counting public land, idle land, or land now used for parks, housing, 
and so on. The public should avoid putting roads and houses on unsuitable 


land when we have so much that is suitable. 
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Robert and his family were with us from the afternoon of January 20 
to the afternoon of Sunday, January 22. After they left I took the plane 
to attend our National Soil Survey Conference in New Orleans. On the 
whole it went very well. Many of our soil scientists have yet to learn the 
vast difference between hich level dialogue to discover the truth compared 
to that aimed at only winning an argument. On the whole they were the 
best this year of any for a long time. H. P. Ulrich of Purdue represented 
the Midwest States. He really put on a bad show. Still the conference 
was very constructive. Confidentially I told the principal correlators 
of my conference with Williams. 

Dr. L. D. Swindale made a very good impressions with his talk on 
his use of computers in soil studies. Unhappily, Dr. Aandahl's father 
died and he had to leave early. Final arrangements for Ableiter to 
spend several months in Portland to help Bill Johnson were made. (This 
turned out to be nearly a year.) I also talked with Bill at some length 
about the request of FAO for him to come to Rome to advise them on the 
organization of their soil work. 

I returned home near the end of January 27. 

Shortly after I got back, Boyd Patton from West Virginia came in on 
his way for a three-month tour to see what should be done in Nigeria} 

What a shame to send a man without any experience whatever related to the 
soils, the agriculture, or the people. I continued to feel that the 
Service was doing little or no better than AID in selecting people for 
foreign assignments. 

Since some agreement had been reached among DOD, Bureau of the Budget, 
and CIA to split the study of civilian uses of materials obtained through 
satellites and in other ways roughly between photography and interpretation, 


the Bureau of the Budget wanted to get rid of its responsibility for 


Coordination of cartography. It was suggested that it be turned over to 
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the Geological Survey. During the following weeks I worked with the 

Bureau of the Budget, along with M. M. (Red) Nelson of the Forest Service, 
and convinced them of the need to obtain coordination through the seminar- 
committee approach. Happily they accepted this. Later I attended one 

of the highly classified conferences that DOD had on the cartographic 

side. I should be simply overwhelmed to handle this myself in addition 

to everything else and attempted to arrange for three more people to 

be cleared by CIA from our Cartographic Division -- Koechley, Homan, and Hamm. 


On the other side of the question -- interpretation-- John Rourke 


AVVO 
#0 cleared. Trach will be. And I hoped to get K. T. Akerson's clearance 


transferred from DOD to Agriculture. 

Karly in February van der Voet and Cleveland returned from Brazil. 
About a month earlier Lloyd Garland had gone down to replace them, It 
appeared that our soil scientists had done a good job but the plans 
developed for settlement that were brought forward during their debriefing 
conference were simply ridiculous. A lot of time and work had gone 


into those plans but without any discussion whatever with any responsible 


person in the Government of Brazil, It was asserted that they were to 


be "staffed out" here in Washington. Even worse, no one had interviewed 
any of the prospective settlers. The plan was to develop the farming 
systems, houses, and so on, without the least idea of the skills of the 
people and the kinds of homes they were accustomed to. Of course, if this 
does go ahead this way, it will be a total failure and a lot of American 
money will be wasted as it nae, several other such schemes in Latin 


AVQASY 


America for the same reasons. Obviously the US top staff in Brazil ss 
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wholly incompetent. Several heve told me this before. 
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In February I finished reading the new Letters of James Joyce edited 
by Professor Ellmann. I could not recall when I had more enjoyed a book -- 
or really two books. Ellmann did a wonderful job of editing and translating. 

I was asked in February to get some materials for the Secretary 
to use in a speech on "Science and Agriculture." As it turned out, 
he did not use much of it but for the first time we did get him to 
recognize that in addition to 7 million people on farms, 23 million 
other people worked full time in agriculture A great change. 

In that month we also made the decision to go ahead to put as 
much of our reliable data as possible -- soil descriptions, laboratory 
data, and engineering data -- on computer tape. We had an opportunity 
to have a man spend a year in training in the USDA Computer Center. 

Any such man had to have at least a B on the standard IBM aptitude 
test. We tried nine of them finally one made it -- Dwight Swanson 
of the World Soil Geography Unit. By April he was in full swing. 

We also decided to give emphasis to the making of small-scale 
soil maps -- one for the country at 1:1,000,000 and others for local 
planning areas at 1:250,000 and some perhaps at 1:125,000. Mr. 

Williams and others favored the larger scale maps but had no idea how 
big the maps would be and how poor for general planning. One for the 
Upper Lake States at 1:250,000 would be about 15 feet long. 

Neither of these plans would have been practicable except that we 
could see the completion of the new system of classification in about a 
year or so. Actually the new supplement went out late in March, All 
comments were to be in by January 2, 1968, and none were to be accepted 


Without my permission. Otherwise the system would be delayed indefinitely. 
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With considerable effort and some argument we finally got a reasonable 
draft of two reports that we were responsible for to go into a report 
for the President on the world food situation. Our data showed clearly 
that the amount of potential arable land in the world could be a little 
bit more than doubled. Since Horsfall went to India on a junket, Brady 
and Cline fixed up a reasonable statement on tropical soils. It is not 
so good as I should have liked but it is a lot better than anything 


| Horsfall could have done. 


Robert and his family came March 3 and we had good talks on books. 


Correspondence and the demands for speeches and conferences were 


both high, which left little time for books. 


On March 15 Mommy and I saw the new film of Ulysses by James Joyce. 


Of course, it would be impossible to do it well. Still we both enjoyed it. 
| Happily in early March the garden season opened. This made a good 
i 
way to get rid of some of the tensions. 
On March 18 I had Saturday duty, which gave me an opportunity to 
Satisfy the requirement that we give to the Office of Science and Technology 


brief descriptions of each of the great soil groups of the world mentioned 


in the report for the President on the world food problem. 
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POTENTIALLY ARABLE SOILS IN THE WORLD 


SUMMARY 


Considering the biological and physical potentials of the soils of 
meworld, and their related physical environments, the acres of arable 
mcould be a bit more than doubled. Potential increases in arable 

aré greatest in Africa and South America and are highly significant 
mlorth America, Southeast Asia, and elsewhere. Through research, and the 
meson Of the results, the yields and efficiencies of production could 
high on the new arable soils and much greater than now on the soils 


@ady in cultivation, especially in the newly developing countries. 


About 3.5 billion acres of soil are cultivated according to figures 

Seed in FAO, This is not exact because countries do not report uniformly 
Mitivated soil under shifting cultivation. Based on the data accumulated 

2 our World Soil Geography Unit in the Soil Conservation Service, swe 

Btimated in 1964 a little over 6.5 billion acres were potentially cultivable, 
Mcluding the estimated 3.5 billion already cultivated. A more detailed study 
e last autumn showed this figure was too low. Altogether about 7.8 billion 
Stes have potential for cultivation, including ae cultivated. Thus the 

Of cultivated soil in the world for food and industrial crops could be 

© more than doubled, from the point of view of the physical and biological 
acteristics of the soil and the related physical environment. 

Generally, the most efficient farming today is on soils near good harbors 
Other transport, and where people have access to education and industrial 
rvices. Equally responsive soils have gone undeveloped because of inadequate 
@nsport and services. This was true of the U. S&S. Midwest for over a century 


fr early settlement. Economic development of these new soils requires 
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@ilel development of other economic enterprises based on forestry , 
Minerals, hydro-electric potential, and other resources to share the costs 
ier transport and services. 

Ali the continents could make some increases in arable land. The 


Beeavest prospects are, of course, in Africa and South America. North 


Ta 


@rica is next. Possibilities of increase in the USSR and the rest of 


os 
nniyd¥e are small. Australia and New Zealand could make some increases. 


ies water, for expanded irrigation in the Middle East. Yet ifis not 
necessary to use enormous funds to develop a great deal of irrigated 
Mrming on desert soils in order to have the needed production. The 
movential of Central Africa is simply enormous. The advantage of these 


Brell-watered forested soils have greatly improved with modern cheap and 


fitective methods of land clearing. The potentials for mainland China are 


dow, even under the current agricultural arts of the United States. 


The selection and development of new arable soils, and realizing the 


much higher potential from presently cultivated soils, require a large 


Seeeerch effort. This was done in Europeeand the United States. Every 


Termer needs locally adapted strains of crops and farming systems for high 


Gelds on a sustained basis. For example, as long as peasant rice growers 


y 
J 4 


puddle the soil and transplant rice seedlings they will be poor. Research 


Bive more efficient systems. Similar examples could be cited for corn, 


ro, benanas, wheat, African oil palm, grain sorghum, and the many other 
food crops. 
Successful agricultural development depends on efficient industrial 


Bectors in agriculture as much as on an efficient farming sector. India 
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would have no food shortage today if it had the food processing 


og 


age methods that the United States had 30 years ago. In the 


memou aericulture have been fully as dramatic as hybrid corn, water 
fntrol-and other farm percoreese Further, for any farm settlement scheme 
O be successful the people to be settled should be studied as well as 

Be soils ena gbtention piven to their quality of lite as well as to the 


products to be exported. 
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The next Monday a small compensation arrived in the way of an 
announcement of my selection as an Honorary Member of the Indian Society 
of Soil Science. 

As usual, I had accepted too many requests for articles and speeches -- 
about two each month from January through July -- which complicated my 
evenings and weekends for a long time. 

Shortly after we completed our estimates on the acres of land 
available for farming, Secretary Freeman became interested. I was told 
that he ordered Lester Brown to do a little studying. At the request of 
his office IT submitted to him a summary of our data. Dr. Mehren had told 
me that Freeman had already found out that he had made a major error in 
pushing Lester Brown. Mehren said that his economics was as bad as his 
soil science But I doubted that. 

Of course, Lester Brown had two other even more serious errors in 
his papers: (1) The effectiveness of fertilizers as a single cure-all 
and (2) the failure to recognize that many people eat no grain and that 
his figures on grain moved in international trade are not indicative of changes 
in food supply. Only a small part of the world food supply moves in 

_ trade. Much food is traded locally and is not "counted" by anyone. Also 
people vary widely in the grain they eat. Some eat a great deal; 
others none at all. 

On the Hill I got the impression from many that the bad influence 
of Lester Brown was fading away. Yet it was not for want of trying. He 
had been saying for years out of his abysmal ignorance that there was 
no new land to develop in the world. Yet when the Senate hearings were 
published here is what he said in the spring of 1967: 

"We need not wait for a newspaper headline describing a massive 


famine, although that conceivable might come if the world does not move 


quickly to mobilize the necessary resources. The symptoms of food 
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shortages are already here -- rising food prices, less food for the poor 
in the low income countries, economic instability, political instability, 


and violence, 


The reason for growing food shortages can be simply stated. There 
| is little new land that can be readily brought under the plow and many 
of the less developed countries are not able to raise yield per acre in 
a rapid sustained fashion. 
This, then, is the heart of the problem -- how to create a situation 
where the small farmers in the low income countries can produce more 
| food on a few acres of land. 
World hunger has been termed a major threat to world stability, 
} second only to the threat of thermonuclear war. Yet, of the 100,000 


or so professional agriculturalists in this country, probably fewer 


| than two percent are working actively to help produce more food in 
the hungry half of the world. On the Department of Agriculture side, 
of some 40,000 professionals in the USDA, last year we had only about 
300 on these overseas development assignments, and many for only a 
month or two," 

The bad situation in AID was getting worse. Things had become so 
bad by February that Dr. Moseman had made up his mind to leave in July. 
This was a great pity since there was no one else in AID who had his 


stature. Although it hardly seemed possible, it became clear that the 


Wlank -~ 
hese’appointments were dictated 


personnel policies were getting worse. 
wholly by political considerations and the others were made of people 
who could find no other job. 

After ChristmaS I had several calls from the Oaterpillar Tractor 


Company about the land situation and about April 12 I accepted an 


invitation to meet with them in a seminar at Peoria at the end of June. 
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' I had known for some time that a special outfit in the Office of 
the Chief of Engineers of the Army (but not the Corps) were getting out 
some very bad maps. The main part of this group were people left over 
when McNamara combined all intelligence of the Army, Navy, and Air Force 
into one unit as Defense Intelligence. They kept all of our people in 
the World Soil Geography Unit, and actually added a few positions, but 
dropped some incompetent people in USGS and the Army Engineers. These 
left-over boys organized themselves into a group to make maps in 
Latin America, They they organized a group to do similarly in the 
United States. They got a contract with AID for Vietnam. Later they 
were able to offer three of our men higher grades than the Civil Service 
standards permit us} Through the Army Engineers this outfit was able to 
get hold of the National Intelligence Reports and remove the unclassified 
soil maps made by us and peddle them as their own materials. This 
was how bureaucracy worked at its very worst. 

Early in April William Johmson left for Rome to advise with the 


administrators there about the seorganization of the soils work, This 


should be an interesting and useful experience, 
On April 12 Paul Carroll returned from two years in the Ivory Coast. 
His material lookg quite good. We arranged for Gordon Steele to edit 
his considerable manuscript. The sitiaee £40 be drawn in New York. 
Paul actually carried out this work directly with the Development and 
Research Corporation in New York who had their money from AID. On the 
job he showed remarkable and previously unrealized talent for administration. 
At my urging he had kept a diary. He left a copy for me to read. I 
don't suppese any American soil scientist has had a tougher go what with 
the illiterate natives, elephants, snakes, heavy storms, and the usual 


problems of dense tropical rain forest lacking modern roads. It was one 


of the most thorough jobs I had seen done. 
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The edited manuscript went to D. and R. in New York for reproduction. 
I received a copy about October or November. They had omitted names 
of all the workers and included only a general letter of transmittal from 
John Oliver as president of D. and R. This made me quite disgusted. I 
wrote John a very strong letter against some of the silly editorial 
changes his office had made without consulting Paul. I complained 
bitterly about omitting the names of the soil scientists and pointed 
out that the people in AID couldn't understand the complete omission 
of their contribution. (A mutual acquaintance told me later that John 
said of my letter that "It was one of the two nastiest that I ever had.") 
But anyway I got through to him and new title pages were arranged. 

On April 1) we got back three or four of the revised soil survey 
memoranda with ridiculous suggestions by Gladwin Young. These 
suggestions were fully intended to embarrass me. He knew nothing about 
the work and cared less. We were all hoping and praying that nothing 
could possibly interfere with his plans to retire early in May, 1967. 

About the middle of April E. L. Peterson came in to see me. He 
was troubled about his position in the Development and Research Corporation. 
Leo Anderson had resigned in a huff but partly for reasons of health and 
Peterson didn't know who would be in charge of Agriculture. Fortunately, 
I had a talk with John Oliver about this, first on the telephone and 
then at seca tats for Peace Conference in June. Apparently that cleared 
up the matter, 

At this same time Glddwin Young was pressing Williams to push the 
"quickie" local soil survey "reports" to be used by a very few with 
photos of the field sheets. 

Then too, a fine representative from the Bureau of the Budget spent 


over a half a day with me and my staff going over our Soil Survey program, 
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policies, plans, and problems. All of his questions were obviously 
designed to be helpful to our program. 

On April 20 Omer Kelley came in to talk with me. Now that Moseman 
was leaving, he had lost much of his interest in AID. He asked about 
the possibility of taking over as deputy administrator of ARS for 
production research following the retirement of Dr. H. A. Rodenhiser 
scheduled very soon. He told me that his name had been placed in 
nomination by someone but that he didn't know who. I talked with 
him generally about the good and bad points of the position and he left. 
On May 2 Nyle C. Brady called me from Cornell about the same na tter 
Since his advice had been sought. We talked about a few names and I 
relayed to him what Omer Kelley had told me. Brady reacted violently. 
"That damned liar, I told him myself that I put his name there and I 
shall strike it off." Later I had a discussion about Brady's list with 
Assistant Secretary Robertson, 

I was sorry about Omer's carelessness because I had thought that he 
had stopped this kind of lying. A few weeks later Byron Shaw asked me to 
go along with him in supporting Omer Kelley for membership in the 
Cosmos Club. I did support it. But along in late December I had a 
letter from the Club saying that he had failed of election by the 
membership committee. He just told too many stories to too many 
people in the Club. 

April 21 we completed our hearings before the House sub-committee of 
the Appropriations Committee. They went very well. Our trouble with 
appropriations is partly within the Service and partly with the Under 
Secretary of Agriculture but not with the Bureau of the Budget nor 
the Congress. 


Near the end of April I worked up estimates for a small-scale soil 


map for the Upper Great Lakes Economic Development Region, 
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Also David Gardner came in to see me looking his old self and paid 
off a debt of $50 that I had just about forgotten. 

At the very end of April many of us were extremely happy to take 
part in ceremonies for the retirement of Gladwin Young. His successor 
Kenneth Grant is no genius but he is a sensible man with regard for his 
responsibility to the public. Then again Mohagen tried to raise 
objections to the continuation of Dr. Marlin Cline's appointment as an 
agent. But again she was defeated. 

On April 27 Ray Heinen hit me again for the tax due to the 
Democratic Party. During the last few years the only times Ray had come 
to my office was as the Democratic tax collector. Even though it made 

| me mad I also got much amused. Secretary Freeman thought that pools on 


ball games were wicked. He sent out a memo against them. Yet he 


designated government employees, on government time to solicit for the 
Denocrat! arty in direct violation of law. Of course I paid the next 
day, $50.00 by check. This was better than last year when it was $100.00. 
So maybe $50 wasn't wicked to Freeman despite the law! 
Near the end of April Don Williams called me in to show me a letter 
from Ensminger of the Ford Foundation. The letter asked Williams to 
spend four to six weeks in India each year as a member of a consulting 


team advising the Ford Foundation. Williams asked my advice. Yet 


clearly his mind was all made up to accept. I am sure he mercly wanted 
to show me the letter, I didn't know why. Nor do I know why Ensminger 
wanted to hire him except that the thought that he could get more help 
for his India program this way. And he was probably correct. Flattery 


works well with Williams. 


ee. a 


“he 


bier bos tiee bio eid aniiool am tec ao? at amas tactriad bivad \ . 


caddogre! suoda wect had I tadé O28 to, 


are 
Ss 


edat of yroed _ylemeitxe eupw en lo ynam Limgd to base Yrev edd | A 


pad 


7 


toezesoors ei .gawet siwbeld Te dnowotitet et cot entac 
vis +o? biese; atiw nem efdiemen e ai oa Sud swinen, on. el doe 
eetat of beltd gepaitet miege aedT .otideg edd of gt 

ns es Jnematogqs e'egti0) atfieM .1d to no tfaundtvags ed? of 
«s,betseleh eau ode aisse 

aid of enh xed ent 402 ates em did meontell ya JS ‘ 

eos bart yal eentt yine edd e126, wel gasl ent gaiawl Jydiet ofa 
obs Jf temomt nev8 .tedeefloo xsd otéarcomed eft os ssw eoltiem 

ne efoog dadd dipyoit aameceTi yistewst ,beemme doom gop oslat 
oi coef .mernd tentene omen 5 ¢vo teen ef «beso le onen: 

edt sot dtotloe o¢ emit tremriovoy no ,sesyolame daemmevrog st 
ixen oft bled I seufoo 10 wel to noltsLoty doethh ak gia 
.00,00f8 aay ct nenw teey coal aadt tected agw aid? ‘sdtoado- yt OOse 
dwel end sityeebh nameori of bedotw o'anew O2ha 

retres 6 em wore of mt am beffeo amelil{ln acl Ling To bao oft, 
6@ aasifi(iw beter tedtel eff .oc@itabancl b2ef edd to tagmie 
arts Lvecos oi%s teinem & es iney dose akhnl alt esleew xl od | 
tet .eoivhs yo bevies amsifliy .onliabasdl duct edd gutetyh 
hetaew ylorem et ewem I .tqeoos of qu sbhem Ifa abv baba abd d i 
iTémtineai yiv wom I ob toh .yiw wond ct 'nbib L yredtel edd & 
qiert «ron top bivoo ern dant odnword eit sadd tqeone mid wttd 
(intial .toeri0o yldiaden esw on bok «hw elit t) 


semellitn dd be 


. ee 
NE 


[a 


The first of May I got real angry at the principal soil correlators. 
I discovered they had had a meeting in Lincoln, except for Johnson (who 
was experting FAO in Rome). They had a formal agenda. I learned of it 
because one of the people from the Lincoln lagoratory, Holmgren, spoke to 
them about a ridiculous paper he had written about the "soil individual." 
I wrote these boys a pretty strong letter. Dr. Aandahl sent a ridiculous 
reply later saying that it was not a formal meeting (which it was) and sharply 
criticized the Washington national directors. Of course, it was obvious 
that Andy was irritated at the national office for "interfering." If 
we have national programs in soil classification and interpretations, of 
course, the national directors will have to do some interfering. In 
the end they all apologized. 

May 4, I went to Gornell essentially to give the banquet address 
to the participants in the finals of the Intercollegiate Soil Judging 
Contest. In addition I had another talk with Brady, a seminar with the 
soils staff, a two-hour seminar on communications with the general 
faculty discussion group, a seminar at the nutrition laboratory, and a 


two-hour lecture, with slides, on tropical soils. It was all quite a 


workout. I had however a nice relaxing three hours about rare Joyce books 


with Mr. Healy of the Cornell library. I stayed with the Drosdoffs and 
this was also pleasant. 

May 8, I took Mommy to the hospital to have an operation for removal 
of the gall bladder. The day before she had reminded me that when her 
mother went at her age for the same operation, cancer was found. The 
following day I talked with the surgeon immediately after the operation 
and there were no complications. Between then and her return May 16 I 


had a very busy time of it between the office, the hospital, and taking 


scare of Shem, our ever-loving Siamese. But I enjoyed the absence of 
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During April and May I worked very closely with Mr. Dorny and the 
Administrator to get some much needed funds for publication, editing, 
cartographic contracts, and equipment for our cartographic, laboratory, and 
research programs. This turned out to be highly successful. 

Tuesday, May 23, I gave a lecture that seemed to be well received 
to the FAS on the relation of education in agriculture to economic development. 

May 24, I went to the second session of the Water for Peace 
International Conference here in Washington, organized by the United 
States. Secretary Udall made a ridiculous speech. Most of what he said 
was silly. He spoke at great length on a much crowded program where he 
was not scheduled. Among other remarks, he talked about what "his scientists" 
were doing about rain-making. They had assured him that they would be 
successful with an annual budget of $30,000;000. But then he went on 
| to say there were several problems. "We must be sure not to disturb the 
ecology." I could not help but laugh because I had assumed that was the 
purpose of getting more water -- to change the ecology. 

Director General Sen of FAO spoke on this program. He looked 
| terribly old and tired. 

May 25 I had a fine conference with a young man named Rice, who was 
going to Thailand to take the place of Mr. Gallup. I thought that Rice 
would get a great deal out of the association with Frank Moormann,. 

In the afternoon I had a call from Layne Beattie. He told me that 


he had three foreign guests lined up for another TV program on "Across 


in the fence." (I had just had one on the prospects of world food produc- 
| tion the previous week.) But, of course, I agreed to go. When we got 
there, two of them had stood him up. The only one who came was Ing. 
Abelardo Amaya Brondo, Director General of the Irrigation Districts in 


Mexico. He turned out to be a charming and obviously well-informed man, 
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So it was up to the three of us. 

Then I got another call from a man named James O'Brien in Interior 
to be prepared to take part in a special session at the Water for Peace 
program Tuesday afternoon, May 30, Memorial Day, on the dilution of saline 
water with fresh water for irrigation. I was scheduled only for a talk 
on water control for farming in the forenoon of that day. 

I had a lot of compliments on my talk, "Water-control systems on 
soils used for farming." It was the only talk of the conference that 
dealt in any significant way with the main source of water for about 
90 percent of the world's farm products -- the water that falls as rain 
directly on the cultivated soil. 

On the whole this conference was absurd. It was primarily to get 
publicity about water desalinization to help Udall get more money from 
the Congress and for AEC to get more money from the Congress to 
experiment with atomic reactors for the same purpose. 

On June 2 I had an interesting seminar with the Asian Congressional 
Fellows sponsored by the Political Science Association. This had been 


arranged by Warren Blight of the SCS who had such a fellowship himself 


for the congressional year 1966-67. Warren is well above average in the 


SCS. 

The following weekend I got current with my garden for the first 
time and sent out Bloomsday cards furnished by the Twelve Oaks Press 
of Bill Johnson, 

The next day, June 5, the war between Israel and Egypt started. 
Egypt had been trying to attack but Israel knocked out all their planes 


and tanks. 
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Without regard to this war, my correspondence became very heavy with 
many speeches and papers. Fortunately Mr. Manwaring of the ASCS had 
read my two-page summary of the world food potential and called about 
something he couldn't understand. The reason was that in the printing of 
the article, "Central America" had been replaced by "South America." I 
had no idea how this happened. Fortunately the call came just after I 
had agreed to make several thousand reprints, mainly at the request of the 
National Research Council. So the reprints are correct and the original 
article wrong. 

I had a private conference with Assistant Secretary Robertson about 
my former conference with Williams to upgrade the principal soil 
correlators and to get a man lined up to replace me. Since I was sure 
that Marlin Cline would not take it, I explained that Bill Johnson 
would be the most able. My successor need% to be deeply read in soil 
science, have a good general education, and possess good language skills. 

On June 13, at different times, Drema Bond told me that a man 
named Ralston wal become the congressional liason officer for SCS. 

He had been filling in for Warren Blight who was on leave as a congressional 
fellow. She contended and I agreed that the reason was that Ralston 

would do exactly what Berg and Heinen wanted in contrast to Blight who 
represented the Service. I explained to both Drema and Warren not to do 
anything rash. 

On June 15 I spoke on the subject of fitting suburbia to the soils 
at a national conference in Washington an fae) and Water for Suburbia" 
sponsored jointly by USDA and HUD. The paper seemed to go well and 
throughout most of the conference very many complimentary things were 
said about the Soil Survey. Yet on the whole the conference lagged a 


good deal, especially the second day, 


-ddR~ ae \ 


itiw yveed yiev emsoed eonehtiogeert0>s yu .18W eidd of Diaget. 
bu @O@A eid ‘to potrewgsM .1M ylectanudzol .etegag bas 
tveds belfiso bas Leitnadog tool bitow eft to yume eo 


to guivning edd al tedd saw goeses eff] .basdetebay 2 'abiuoo 


i “,sottemA sidjuoe" yd beosfaqet need bed “solremA Lorine". 
IT setts text omso [fst ey giedanuwtro! ,bemequedield? word 
aft ‘to seaupet edt Js _fiertam ,esntiqes bosewedd Letevse edan_ott 
{sntgito edd baa doorr0o ote atninqe: ett e&@ «I lonwod, doreeesh) te c 
«BOTW ©, 
dvods noettedod yiatetos? iadetosa dd iv eosetelaoo etaving s., 
five Laqtoniryq sit shetgas ot emetiilW dédiw eons tsiaso 
emus saw I somite .om eoalye: of au benil sem «2 deg of bask 
noentol, [fff stadt bemtalaxe I .¢i ones ton bivaw. entio 
{ioe nt beer plqeeb od a toaseoove YM .eide ¢com edits 
ive ble egewpnsl boo, seeeqor bat ,nottaoybe Latpaey booy 5 eved. 
com 8 tacit em SLot brol mpi .comit trowwtttb ta .£L 
2202 102 we0ftte mozel{ [agoiaeetyaoo ent sienaa aati : 
{aco leeetgios 8 es evacl ao eew ow dip lid nevisW tol. at gallii fs 
noseLali dads sew noese: edt tend boetys 1 bas bebnedacd, edB. 4 
ow tig lf ot Jesitaoo at bednsw nenteli bas grsi tedw _ftosxe ob 
ob of Jon aeTieh baw sip ited o¢ benisiqxe I ,eolvre®, exit hed, 
dest 
elitoe ent of siduwine wulpeee to doetdive ea moe ealoqe Tet | 


a 


"sidunive tot wetaW bas 108” no nodaaides’ at eanetetmes Li 


brs [Low og od bemeee toqaq edT see nanane 
erew nyntdt ywetoemifqmoe yier yvev sousts'tase eft to teom ¢ 


s beygal sonexctnoo et sfoulw eit ao fer + verve Lot sit ¢ 


seb hobee ot YLiatooqes 


On June 16 Jefferson and Martha Dykes came to our home for dinner 
on that Bloomsday. 

On June 21 [I had a very interesting conference with a man named 
Miller, a chemical engineer, who was working on some kind of hush-hush 
committee involving mainly DOD and State on what could be done to settle 
Arab refugees. He had already been to the World Soil Geography Unit 
and seen the soil maps but they had told him he would have to come to me 
for their interpretations. He had in mind using waste flame gas to power 
small desalting units where there were good soils in the Arabian 
Peninsula responsive to farming with irrigation. 

I gave him what he said was the first idea the committee had had 
for dealing with the nomadic areas of North Africa, parts of East 
Africa, and a good deal of Southwest Asia. I explained that areas of 
responsive soil could be loeated near slopes where water could be stored 
underground above the areas to be irrigated. The first attempts would 
be wholly to produce reserve forage for the unusually dry years when 
herds of cattle, goats, or sheep are reduced by starvation. In time, 
such areas would become market centers. Improved and orderly marketing 
is a major handicap for these nomads. 

Buyers normally pay a small price per head regardless of the greatly 
contrasting quality of individual animals. Thus for years the total 
numbers in a man's herd is the social symbol, not their quality. Not only 
is the price low, there is no incentive for excellent animals. 

We should not make the mistakes that the Israelites made in the 
Negev of using such soil areas importantly for food crops except as the 
scheme might oe expanded later. In time the nomads would begin to 


settle in these cluster areas. The women, the children, and the old men 
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would remain there permanently. Schools could be established, which are 

desparately needed. But, I pointed out, if this idea of "settling the 

| nomads" gets out to them in advance they will resist the scheme and will 
not cooperate because they fear they would lose their grazing rights. 

I was sure tnis kind of scheme could be carried out with a team 
involving at least a soil scientist, an hydrologist, one or two engineers, 
and a first-class cultural anthropologist. a ae: already 
carried out this kind of engineering in North Africa. Their works could 
be rehabilitated and new ones made elsewhere. I pointed out that the 
Soviets at first tried to "settle the nomads" and couldn't until they 
had some indirect scheme of this sort. 

| Between conferences and heavy correspondence this same week I 
| managed to tape five radio talks for USDA Information on world food 
potentials, suburbia, commnity planning, etc. 

On June 2)} I went to Silver Spring and signed up for Medicare 
because the following August 2 would be my 65th birthday -- my second 
majority. 

When I was a boy a man wasn't considered old until he reached 70, 
which was the retirement age when I came into the USDA. Curiously 
with improved medical care the figure dropped to 65. 

From June 26 to 29 I spent at a land-clearing seminar at the 
| Caterpillar Company headquarters in Peoria, Illinois. The seminar was 


| mainly for prominent dealers of equipment for land clearing made by the 


> Caterpillar Company and the Rome Plow Company. I had already seen movies 
of some of their early demonstration projects in the southern part of the 
United States and in the heavy tropical rain forest. At Peoria we saw 
Some more movies and a demonstration of clearing a thick old oak wood 


near Peoria. Certainly this equipment offers the greatest break through 


- bio 
eis dolitw ,betletideses af Bia efoodag, © a serwgerenie. pare 


ont natittes” to sebt abit BE .tuo nga T one pense 

; « (LiMo 

{fiw bus emacioe oni? iterate Ll tw gerd eonavbs nt medt of tuo ateg " 
yet 


om © 
meet «6 itd iv duo boiteo od Gfvod emaion Lo roast ein? ewe saw | 


etdain soteety seed oni oigow yods test “eds eevsoed 


.2teeniuns owt to. eno JednoLorgi me ,telinsion Ltoe s tesel ds | 


ybeotls hei Cae edt stelsoiocoinins fewéslvo esalond it 
ru 


bfuoo exrow ifetT .eoFttA atsoW al aeitveentene to batd ebis Jue. 
edit tent tyo betaiog I .eterdweele sbem seno wen bas bedtad fe 
. 6 


yedt Litem t'ebiyoo bee "shamonm et eldtoe" of belad teatl dan 


paw 

mah 
toe eint to emedos soetibal omg 

I deew omee ehAt sonebmoqeett0oo yvacd baa seoneretaos £ 


boot bitow ho detésmiotal ad2i) tot evtiat ofbet evil eqed of 


eos ,oninestq yinemmoo ,sldwdse .8h 4s 
4 


ereoibeM rot gr bengin bas anizg? tevllé of Suew I dS eavt @ 
a 


bnoose vm -- yabridntd déAh ym ad teow S tengeA yatwollol 
A \ om 


.OY becdoset ad Elva bfo bevebienco J nese mam 8 Yod s ssw Ta 
yfeworudé .AUGU eft ott ouso I serv egs Saemetivet eff 
ed ot bequesb surnit edt ets [eotben 6 


ent te tenkmes ailipelo-basl ¢ ts tneqe I eS of Of ml 

' ea 

esw tsnimee ofT .etomti{l einos nt ews taupbaed winqnod 4 ‘s 
» a 

eft yi ebsem stitaelo baal 101 duane tuape’ ‘10 ateLseb Paoanor * 


eelvom gece + cheoete bad I «Yaaqgno) wold amok oxis we wraqod 


Ad 


eit te dreaq aredétuoe oft ad Pern ery noiteitenomeb po Si sind 8 
D ee bor a 
was ow eitosl tA deere abin ino tyout Wwaed eit ot bas setsdti 


‘eteare@ OF 
fioow xso blo doidt 6 aatiwals to anibensenomeb & 


dquoruitDiaeed sentabty act Wels Seietiepe Milt i 700 48 ln0 


in a long time for land clearing. It does a much better job at about 1/5 
the cost of former methods. The heavy sharp blades cut the trees off at 


the ground level, leaving the roots in the soil. This method does not 
damage the soil, in contrast to bulldozers, which do much harm to the soil, 

My assignment there was to explain why and how the many other factors 
of plant breeding, fertilization, water control, land tenure, marketing, 
and so on would need to be taken care of etually weld to have full 
benefits from the land clearing. I enjoyed the conference very much and 
learned a good deal. Later I found that my speech had been taped for 
use with other groups. 

On June 30 I found an impossible stack of mail. The next weekend 
I cleaned up work on my speeches and made new want lists for the James 
Joyce collection, 

July 5 I went to Montgomery Junior College and gave an illustrated 
lecture for teachers of geography on the nutrient cycle with special 
reference to both natural and arable soils of the Tropics. This was 
over by noon so Mommy and I went over and got a load of stones for the 
rock garden. 


On Monday, July 10 came Chamber Music by James Joyce. It was in 


perfect condition and cost $400, the most I had ever paid for a single 


book and this one only about 36 pages. But only around 500 were printed 
in 1907. Many were destroyed in World War I and some more in World War II. 
But this gave me a complete set of Joycés books in first editions. Then 

I went ahead with my lists to get important books he used in writing 
Finnegans Wake. (And dunes many in the remainder of 1967.) 


July 17 started a very busy week of correspondence, speeches 


and conferences. 
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\ Curiously the Department's Inspector General's Office conducted a very 
long study of our Soil Survey laboratories. (They must be short of things 
to dot) The report was highly laudable and urged the SCS to increase 
the funds alloted to this work which pleased me no end. The report 

had two major recommendations including (1) that the principal soil 
correlators have a greater role in their administration and (2) that we 
have one in each of the four Regional Technical Service Centers. Later 
we had conferences with them explaining that each principal soil correlator 
was already terribly overloaded with work. We also explained that our 
total present facilities were adequate for quite a bit of expansion and 
that by having one at Riverside we could operate more economically and 
maintain mutually helpful liason with the US Salinity Laboratory. To 


establish any new laboratory would be very costly in basic equipment, 


almost regardless of the work load. Further, each laboratory would need 
| to have readily available a complete chemical library. These costs 
would run over $1,000,000 each and would be prohibitive at Portland, 
Ft. Worth, and Upper Darby. At the Beltsville, Lincoln, and Riverside 
laboratories, such libraries were already available. 

We did, however, make some changes based on recommendations of 


the Soil Survey staff to have regular discussions of priorities at each 


| of the biennial regional soil survey conferences. 


This week also J. C. Dykes was in the hospital. 

As a result of inconsistences among agencies a conference was 
planned by the top Water Council of the government for a meeting in Utah 
of representatives from the USDS and Interior about land classification and 
soil surveys. Since much of the trouble is bureaucratic and semantic I 


went over all of my old notes and publications on the subject and wrote 
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out the Service position, which I then discussed with the soil scientists 
and engineers scheduled to go. Typed copies were made available to all 
including those on our State staffs. It turned out at the conference 
that this was all understood and agreed to although later there was some 
welching on purely bureaucratic grounds in Interior, especially by the 
head of the Denver office of the Bureau of Reclamation. But the Service 
would not yield without another full-dress conference. Hollis Williams 
took the lead in this and did a very fine job. As time went on he and 

I worked more and more closely together, 

On July 18 Mary Alice and family came for a visit. They went with 
us to an "SCS Picnic" on Saturday. For the second year the SCS "Beauty 
Queen" came from the Soil Survey. 

On Sunday, July 23, our dear friend Georges Aubert came to make 
a full house. We had pleasant talk all day. Martha Dykes arranged for 

of the 2 4EL 
him to stay there to sleep and I picked him up early in the morning to 
get him to the plane. 

That same day, July 2h, I had two very interesting visitors -- Dr, 


Alexander Baranowski, a Polish soil scientist, and his wife. I am 


: one Pee Tez Ps 
always a bit suspicious of wemtesn- Huropeans who may bluff. He had 


worked with Edelman and in Ghana so I really gave him an examination in 
physical chemistry, soil science, plant physiology, and in Holland and 
Ghana. He came out fine. I asked him for more material, saw him and 
his wife two or three times. I called Marlin Cline and explained all this 
and a definite appointment was made for him to visit Cornell later. He 
got a good research position and then in the autumn his wife also got a 
position in Home Economics research, 

Mary Alice and family started home on Wednesday, July 26, which 


left Mommy, Shem, and me overwhelmed with silence. 
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On August 2 we got our budget allocations, which were not very 
satisfactory since the Congress had not acted on our appropriations bill 
for fiscal 1968 (and they did not until late in autumn, which is an 
example of the irresponsibility that the Congress sometimes exhibits.) 

Bu August 6 Jefferson Dykes was well and brought me three mint 
copies of the Texas Quarterly having an article on Joyce by Ulick O'Connor. 
One of these I sent to Fritz Senn. 

All during the summer period I had been fully occupied with 
correspondence etc, at the office, cataloguing books at home, and taking 
care of the garden. 

On Sunday, August 13, I flew to Des Moines, Iowa for the annual 
meeting of the Soil Gonservation Society of America, This Society is 
about 1/3 picnic, about 1/3 propaganda, and barely 1/3 serious discussion. 
I gave a speech that I had worked long and hard on summarizing the future 
potential of soils in the US as related to both farm and non-farm uses. 

I showed that we had 260,000,000 acres,im private hands, suitable for 
farming for which there were no known methods for successful management. 
Their continued use could lead only to rural poverty. I concluded with 
avery strong plea for kinds of community planning and zoning that would 
insure neighborhood playgrounds and nature study areas within walking 
distance of the children. I got many compliments on this but I doubted 
that much would be done by my listeners, Later I made a tape summarizing 
the speech for the local radio station. 

When I returned the afternoon of August 17 I found several copies 
of the "American Book Collector" with my piece A Joycean Holiday. To my 
amazement it also had a rather detailed biography of me by J. C. Dykes -- one 
I thought my friends would like but that others might find somewhat 


exaggerated, 
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Following this I had correspondence at the office to clear up and book 
Cataloguing to do at home. 

In the Joycean piece I mentioned about getting a book in Dublin 
for my soil science collection, "which is another story." The editor 
wrote to J. ©. Dykes to encourage me to write that story. This turned 
| out to be more difficult. On a journey one has a natural outline. But 
to look at a library of about 1,000 volumes and fix up an outline to 
cover a few of them turned out to be difficult. But I went ahead and 
worked on it from time to time. Mr. Hamm of our Cartographic Division 
made some beautiful copies of the title pages of some 20 or so books, 
The essay called, Our soils in books, turned out to be a bit long. The 
first half came out in November and the second was scheduled for the 
December issue, (which came January 5, 1963). 
| On September 5 I arranged my travel to attend a conference in 
Holland on an International Soil Museum and in Paris for consultation 
as the guest of UNESCO. 

Sunday, September 17, I spent the entire afternoon on a journey 
to Athens, Georgia, to attend the annual meeting of the State conservationists. 
On the whole I guess it was a good meeting but certainly not like the ones 
of our National Soil Survey Staff, It is about as much a social event as 
a conference. Many bring their wives and relax in the evenings, 

In the opening session John Baker and Don Williams gave the usual 


sort of pep talks on admonitions to do good and follow policy. Glenn 


Bennett gave a good talk about planning in the Atlanta Trade area, 
He repeated the old cliche about "wise" use, which should be replaced 


by the word "prudent" to make sense. 
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Dean J. W. Fang of the University gave an excellent talk on education. 
I did not need to take notes because he followed my recent book right down 
the line. But I am not sure his professors do so. 

The sessions on resource planning went only fairly well because 
none of the field representatives i§ an imaginative chairman. Further, 
it was not helpful te ask State conservationists to make little speeches 
on subjects they have not thought much about. 

The training sessions were even poorer. 

We did have an interesting day in the field to look at a watershed 
and an RC&D project. Personally, I did not see why government money 
was used for this. The project area was very near Atlanta and was 
excellently and completely controlled by the local white-power structure. 
Characteristically there was no criticism of any Federal or State 
agency, or of any individual. Land prices ran from about $500 to 
$2,000 per acre} 

We had a great deal of discussion on how to make soil conservation 
districts more powerful -- even State legislation to give them respon- 


sibility for all resource development} At the banquet /September_22,- 


Williams told how SCS was the most important Federal agency’ Oh Godt 


Oh Montreal! what a naive group. 

ica 2end I left early to be sure to get home in time. 
The next day I made the garden ready and Sunday Mommy and I went to 
New York to spend a little time with Mary Alice and her family. I had 
not been at their place in Glen Cove since they moved there three 
years ago. I divided my time between trimming roses and other plants 
and visiting an old book store, 

Tuesday evening, September 26, I left New York by plane for 


Amsterdam in order to attend the meeting of a small advisory panel ona 


afTO-. 


snofdssube no Sled dnef[feote as even yt ivdevid end To pret’. 
nwob tdgit Jood dneoes um bewollet ed sxmnoed nevem eed OF on 
08 ob etoeestorg eli ome fon me I dw@ly ‘i 

seraned [few yitiel (ln dew salnuslq eowoeer no enoleses Ss 
,Totiwl .neerried> evitenipemt m Bt eevidadnecetqet biel 
eoroeaqe efftii exam ot ete inoivavreancs adedgt aves ee | 
.tuods comm tdgpods ton evad Yont’ 

.Ietoeq neve siew enolesee gaint 

bedetedsew 2 és wool of bLleFi ect ol yeb aniveotetn? as evan 
“ysnom cnemerrves yw eee Jon bib I ,yflancevef .Jsoetom 
ecw bos stnattA agen ytev tew sets foetorg edt .ehi * 
-ousortia tewoq~et iw feool edd yd beLiownos yLlevelqnes bas 
essg¢e ito [erebs' ye to sm inisins on cew ere 

of OO@8 teods mort asi seokrq bnad .fepbivibal ys tos 

lets 

noltsevivenos [foe ecam of wod mo aoteavoslib to Iaeb teem s&s ft 
-noqeet mu? avin o¢ sofvsleinel efet® neve <- EIntrewog 
{SS codmedqw?! Jespaed srt tA Itronqoleveb somoset Lie ee 


jlbod dO Jgonens L[stobel tuetsognet teom edd eaw 202 wed bE 


hesteng oviag B dade 


comis at onod ten of erst of of yfuse Stef I bass 
ot Jnew I bun yuwoM YebmrE bre \baet nebiag ocd ebam TL 
bad 1 o¢fimet “ed hae COMA pre it tw emis sft Lis baege iota 


’ 


i 


Sent exedd bavom Yetit sonte evod nelD at esalqent at 
etnelq tefte bas eseot uataming seawted amie ya bebiv ib” ome 
10% enaiq yd wxoY well Shel I 28 s9edmedqe® , 

8 so Lonsg. yxoslvbe Linew & to gettoen efit baedte of 


SIM 1907 -91- 


soil museum to be financed mainly by the Dutch Government, under the 
Ministry of Education, with support from UNESCO, Besides Professor 

F, A. van Baren and a very few other local people as listeners, the 
following panel members were present: Prof. G. Aubert, France; Dr. D. L. 
Bramao, FAO; Dr. S. Evteev, UNESCO; Dr. S. V. Govinda Rajan, India; 

Prof. V. Kovda, USSR. 

I had reached Amsterdam about 10 o'clock the morning of Bark cater 27 
and took the bus to Den Haag. I got settled in my hotel in time for a 
light lunch. 

I discovered immediately that rooms and meals are very expensive 
in Holland now. I took a long walk and visited most of the ant(quarian 
book shops with no useful result. Later at the hotel I met Georges 
Aubert and he gave me a program for a short visit to UNESCO and Bondy 
in Paris (He, himself, had to go on to a meeting on saline soils in 
Budapest). 

During the discussions the next day I was able to interject some 
notion of accumulating experience and research data about the soil 
profiles to be collected so that the museum could have a useful purpose. 
We had a long lunch with the Ministry of Education during which I was 
asked to give a short "pretty" speech. Mainly I talked about my sadness 
at the absence of Dr. C. H. Edelman. Later it was clear that several in 
Holland were aspiring to his former towering position but that none of them 
had anything like the ability to reach it. 

We finished up a draft with a great deal of quibble, especially 
by Bramoa, wha is as bad as ever. Both he and Kovda tried to butter me 
up a little bit against Guy Smith but, of course, Smith has had to 
handle these difficult people. I was told that Smith had agreed to 


everything at the Moscow conference, which I knew to be untrue, since he 
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had no opportunity to study the notes and the legend, both of which 
were written afterward by Bramao in Rome. 

September 29 we went by car to Delft to visit the International 
Institute for Aerial Surveys. I was much impressed with the director, 
whose name I failed to note, particularly in his discussion of "integrated 
surveys." I was pleased that both he and Dr. Evteev stressed that the 
leader of such a survey team must be someone with deep professional 
experience in some one field, not a so-called "generalist" like Christian 
of Australia. We looked briefly at the equipment, especially in the soil 
section. This was the first time I had an opportunity to talk much with 
Benema, a former student of Kdelman who made a good record in Brazil. 

In several ways he is quite a good man but I was sorry that he wasn't 
better. He is extremely weak in economics and has gone back to the old 
Dutch practice, which the Dutch Soil Science Society repudiated formally 
in 1961, of using the term "land classification" for soil survey 
interpretation. This misuse of the concept of land classification will 
Confuse the already immature students a great deal. 

After we had our conference I was given a manual on aerial survey 
Published by FAO. The following evening I looked it over quickly and was 
quite disappointed, especially at some straight-out misquotations from 
the Soil Survey Manual. They asked me to send comments. Later I sent 
them long and detailed criticisms, with a copy to Dr. Ignatieff of FAO. 

After lunch we went on to the University of Utrecht to wind up 
the sessions. Here avain we had a good deal of quibble on points that 


neither Bramao or Govinda Rajan actually understood. Yet both talked 


a great deal. 
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It was also ateeous that van Baren was very jealous of Wageningen, 
and especially oT tee great Soil Survey Institute there. Both the aerial 
survey group and the University of Utrech are under the Ministry of 
Education whereas Wageningen is under the Ministry of Agriculture. The 
new building to house the Museum is to be built at Delft. Although 
Wagneingen will be represented by one individual on a local meaty 
committee the Soil Survey Institute will have very little to do with 
this museum now, This is a great pity. Yet the Soil Survey Institute is 
so good they can easily weather the storm and the harm will be to the 
museum. 

Later in the afternoon we returned to Den Haag. After returning 
to the hotel that evening Govinda Rajan gave me a copy of a published 
detailed soil survey in Indta, Despite all my efforts he still uses 
such complex symbols that I can scarcely read it. It would take me 
days of hard study to make anything useful out of it. Such a waste} 

I became firmly convinced that the Soil Survey of India will get nowhere 
at all with him in charge. No good soil scientist would work for him 
if he could find a job elsewhere. 

During that evening and the next morning I had conversations with 
most of the members of the panel. I had quite a good impression of 
Dr. Evteev, a Soviet geomorphologist with UNESCO. I judge him to be 
a little better man than Kovda. It is also clear that Kovda is ina 
continual battle with Gerasimov and with the Ministry of Agriculture, 
which then had the Dokuchaiv Institute that was moved from the Academy 
to the Ministry about 6 or 7 years ago. In fact, Kovda was very 
anxious for me to maké a positive promise that we would make a soil map 


at 1:5,000,000 for the FAO-UNESCO project so he might use this argument 
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with the Ministry of Agriculture. (I knew from other sources that my own 
personal I arage ae higher in the Ministry of Agriculture than in 
the Dokuchaiev Institute itself, and so does Kovda,) In one of my reports 
after the tour in the Soviet Union in 1958, I pointed out that the 
Dokuchaiev had made no significant progress in soil classification and 
genesis since the deaths of Gedroits and Glinka. Later I made an 
exception for the work of Rode. 

But I explained to Bramao that I would have to see the legend 
before I could commit our staff. I shoulc add here that we in the 
United States had arranged ror a meeting with Bramao, Dudal, the Canadians, 
several Americans, and, hopefully, a Mexican in the southeastern part 
of the United States, beginning in North Carolina October 2 and finishing 
in El Paso, Texas, about October 12, He insisted that I come to the final 
meeting and I agreed to do so, but without any committment in advance. 

He and Kovda both pressed me very hard to agree to make the map 
for North America. I told him that we could not do that unless we 
were requested to do so by the Mexicans and the Canadians and this was 


wholly a job for UNESCO and FAO. I explained that since we began to 


develop our new system of soil classification in 1951, we had been 


extremely careful not to urge it on anyone outside of the United States. 

If the soil scientists in a country became interested, we would help 

them to understand it both here and in their own country but we had not 

and would not make any effort to urge any country to adopt it or use 

it. (The reason for this policy was that so many Americans claim that 
American things are superior that if we had not taken this stand, we 

would have had opposition. As it turned out, our new system of 
Classification was the main one in the world in which young soil scientists 


were interested, even in eastern Europe.) 
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On September 30 I broke off these conferences a little before 
lunch and took the bus to Amsterdam and the plane to Paris. I reached 
Paris and had my bag about 3:00 P.M. and took the bus into my hotel. 
I do not think I ever in my life have seen such traffic and certainly never 
in Washington. I was tired and a bit sleepy and made about the worst 
mistake I ever made in traveling, perhaps partly due to my slow French. 
It was just awful. I had a bit forgotten just where the city air station 
was and after we were well in the city, mag people descended from the 
bus. I asked a man if this was the air station and I understood him to 
say, "Yes, everyone descends here." I was perhaps the twelfth off the 
bus. One or two more came and the bus closed the door and went away with 
my bag. Fortunately I got one of those rare people -- a free and competent 
taxi driver. Although he spoke no English, I was able to communicate 
with him perfectly about what had happened. Actually we were about 
kilometers from the air station but he could wind around this traffic 
just a little faster than the bus. So we got to the bus station immediately 
after they unloaded the baggage. I ran in and my bag was still on the 
ramp. And this good man took me to my hotel. 

Then I discovered that the stores were not open on Monday. So I 
hurried out to buy at least a little of Mommy's favorite perfume. After 
dinner M. de Forge called me and we made arrangements to visit Dr. Michel 
Batisse on Sunday, the next day. M. de Forge is working part time in 
UNESCO on the long and tortuous handbook for irrigation and salinity that 
made so much trouble. He brought me one of these enormous documents in 
draft. I worked on it enough Saturday night to know that it would take a 
lot of study. Later I took it to UNESCO and asked them to send it on. 

Many of the names of both soils and people were misspelled, including 


my own name. 
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Sunday, October 1, de Forge came to the Hotel Duquesne about 
9:30 and we took a nice drive through the big parkand out to the home of 
Dr. Batisse, who was recuperating from a serious kidney operation. 

We had a most pleasant conference until past one o'clock. The 
conference was also very frankabout several items as follows: 

(1) I explained that the International Society of Soil Science had 
never passed any resolution asking either FAO or UNESCO to make a soil 
map of the world. Instead Kovda offered for UNESCO to make copies 
of the maps exhibited at Madison and distribute them along with similar 
future small-scale maps. The whole business was cooked up by Kovda, 
van Baren, Parker, and Bramao for personal reasons. Iexplained all 
the details and how Parker had signed an agreement in my office that 
we would first make a trial in some small country at 1:5,000,000 and 
1:2,500,000. Within a few weeks after that FAO and UNESCO signed an 
agreement at 1:5,000,000, which is too small for agricultural use. 

(2) I explained the origin of the "source book" and how Hagen 
of California had given Kovda an outline based upon a book underway by 
the Agricultural Engineering Society and the Soil Science Society, This 
is why the Americans had not been more cooperative. 

(3) He asked me about Revelle and Harrison Brown of our National 
Academy. I explained that they were actors, not scientists any more. 
This was his view also. 

(4) He raised the question of the models of the systems ecologists, 
such as Caine and other Americans attached to Secretary Udall. I 
explained the fallacy of this business as related to any form of 
farming since the environment for our highly selected crop plants had 


to be very different from that of the native plants. 
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He explained that UNESCO was having a conference on soil ecology 
from about November 7 to 10, next, and that no soil scientist or agricul- 
turist of repute was in the American delegation. He pointed out that he 
had written Dr. Byerly about this and hoped that they could send some abler 
people. I agreed to try. | 

(5) This led to a long discussion of the principle of interactions 
as applied to soil use for farming and other purposes, 

(6) I discovered that he was perfectly aware of the propaganda 
by Ugdall and the AEC for claiming that the only hope for expanding 
farming was in the dessert. They were trying to get huge appropriations 
for desalting research and atomic reactors for power. 

(7) We had a nice discussion of the far greater priority needed 
on local playgrounds for children than on wilderness areas that would 
be used by less than one-tenth of one percent of the population. 

(8) We discussed the enormous need for the dispersal of cities 
in both the undeveloped and the developed :countries. He explained that 
perhaps France was the worst offender and told me of the plans of the 
government to give any new money for universities and other developments 
in cities far from Paris, eSpe@¢ally to those in the south of France, 

(9) We also discussed at length the great differences between 
"farming" and "agriculture." I explained how the confusion between 
these terms was leading to bad programs of technical assistance with 
Over-emphasis on the farming work of only the cultivators who lacked 
markets, refrigeration, food processing, fertilizers, machines, and all 
the other services from the other sectors of agriculture. 

At the end we went out in the garden and talked about the many 
problems Madame Batisse was having. (Later I sent him several papers, 


including some on gardening.) 
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M. de Forge returned me to the famous cafe Deux Maggots. I did not 
eat there but nearby. I had a very late lunch and located a few book 
stores that were closed, and walked back to my hotel. 

Monday, October 2, I went to UNESCO House near my hotel and had a 
good talk with Dr. Batisse's secretary. She arranged for me to collect 
my per diem allowance and got for me the name of a shop that would be 
open after lunch where I could buy ties by Jacques Fath. 

First I had a fine conference with Dr. L. Pavel who is working in 
UNESCO on leave from the Soils Department of the Agricultural University 
in Prague-Sucholol, Czechoslovakia. He seemed like a first-class man. 

He had been a professor of soils at the University of Iraq for some time 
and explained to me many of the difficulties in getting cultivators to 
maintain irrigation works that had been built by the government. One 

of his interesting points was a program to use Esso's method of using 
asphalt on the hills to increase the water that could be impounded for 
irrigation, He said that in southern Iraq cultivators irrigate sandy 
soils from very deep wells that have a layer of sweet water over salt 
water. After a bit they cannot use the water on the soil because it is 
too salty. So for two or three years they irrigate a quarter of the soil 
near the well, abandon that soil and irrigate another quarter, and so on 
for about eight years. Then they move to a new location and build another 
deep well in the sandy soils. 

I then had a meeting with D. Stretta, who looks after the Special 
Fund Section of UNESCO. With him I went over many of the points that I 


had discussed Sunday with Dr. Batisse. 


TAG) 48 


we id 

ton bib I .edogga! xvell ete avomel odd of em bodiiset eprel 
xeod well s batscol bae donut etal ytev « bad I syiisemdad 
-Ledori gn od xond bexLew bas ,beeels eve dae 

8 bad bar [esod ya teen eevolh OSIM of dnow 1 4S wadetad = 
thefloo ot om tol beste eke ,yrstemee steoeeived .s1 « 
ed ofvow Jsdd cove a to amin ent om 162 Joe tne conswollé 


ar | 


tel eeypoeb yi eet’ wd bieoe I evedw domel 16 . 
ae 


at enbirow ef ow Level . .vi délw eonetelmoo enlt s had Dy ea 
yiierovial fart {sola ont to tnemmeqed efLo® edd mort eveg 
cam eeslo~seni? s oil bemeer aii - shieveleortoes® etc 
emit emoe tot patil to ytietevinil sad de altos to soseslowg 
od etot avis fue ynidves at ceisiu 272 hb ent to vlan en of £ 
em ,inemnrevor edi yd lind need Ged veds enttiow oo 
gaiew to borddem e'oeal ony of motnorg @ sew edatog anki 
10t bebawoqmt ed bitroo genx tevaw exis easetont og alihi: | 
Yonse wepitrt erotvevit iro perl mtendooe af dedd Dise oH tod | 
| $.Lan Tevo anvaw Jeowe To teyal « event tadd ellew qeeb yisv4 
eb; ec ere fice eft mo tedew eny sen gonmmes Ypdt di s 
Lice ois to edt oup 8 stegirit yond eiasy seidt to ow tot 08 a 
No o& bane ,19ds8up tedvome etapivti baa [fos tedd nobnuada ro 
seijons bilied ons soi¢aool wen 2 ot ovom yodd nedT .eraey @ te 
altos ybase enth abel 
fatoeq? edi reths estoot odw ysddexd® 0 vid be gn iteen a -bedinellls 
I sadt etnieq ais to \yrem 196v0 dnew I mii dow ones, 
ssenivod .10 ditlw yebaut 


® Lavra ae 


About noon I hurried back to the hotel and was just ready when 
M. M. P. Segalen, a high-level assistant to Aubert, came for me. We 
made a short stop for the ties and went out to Bondy and to the headquarters 
of ORSTOM. Here I looked at many laboratories, which is very tiring since 
they are about the same the world around. I also looked at the maps they 
are making for the areas in Africa. Here I got a severe shock. The 
field men map on air photos, then in their field headquarters they transfer 
their soil lines to the best available base map. They told me at Bondy 
that most of these soil maps were compiled from air photos. Perhaps so. 
The scales were about 1:100,000 or 1:250,000 with very few base data, 
such as roads, streams, buildings, and so on. These were most carefully 
redrawn with a plan to have a separate color, or combined color and 
black-and-white pattern, for each kind of mapping unit. Thus, the legends 
were very, very long. This procedure violates every principle of making 
maps for users that we have learned from our work with the military and 

Lrehe— 
with town-and-country planners. The maps awe beautiful but Segalen 
told me that instead of printing a thousand they should print about ten. 
He was amazed that people would not use them. Of course, they cannot 
use them. They cannot find themselves on the map in the first place and 
they cannot understand the legends in the second. I made a note to send 
him some examples, which I did subsequently. 

We left Bondy in terrible traffic about a quarter to six and I had 
him leave me at the La Hune book store adjoining the Deux Maggotson the 
Boulevard Saint Germain. I found nothing about Joyce that I did not have 
at La Hune. They sent me to another book store that had nothing about 


Joyce. The crowds were so heavy that it was hopeless to find a taxi, 
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These main boulevards on the Left Bank are very heavily crowded with 
students of the University of Paris. One may see every kind of dress, 
color, and people. They come from all over the world. I was told that 
some lecturers had 3,000 students per lecture, and to get a seat students 
must come very early. 

I took the long walk back to my hotel and got into the dining room 
for dinner about 8:00 P.M. . 

October 3, I had a leisurely breakfast, paid my hotel bill, and went 
to the city air terminal for the bus to Orly. The airport was enormously 
crowded but I finally checked in and went to the transit lounge where I 
did a little more shopping cheaply. 

The plane left promptly at 1:00 P.M. Just as I got on the plane I 
realized that Thomas Cook and Son had lied to me again. It was not a 
direct flight to Dulles but had a long, scheduled stop in Boston. Still 
the plane arrived in Dulles only a bit late and I was home by 7:30 P.M. 
which was a bit after midnight by Paris time. 

October I went to my office and found an enormous backlog of 
work that kept me going until the end of the week. 

October 7 and 8 Jurion was here for the weekend. He had been on a 
Visit to the Dominican Republic to evaluate work financed by the UN special 
fund. He told some terrible but charteristic tales about the ineffectiveness 
of the AID work, especially of a Texas A,and M. team. Apparently these 


| fellows were quite arrogant and failed to cooperate with their counter- 


i parts or to reach the people. 


) We had a very nice chat about many things, including his new book 
on agriculture of the Congo. I urged an English edition which he also 


wanted. I especially wanted it to be done in Belgium. But he doubted 
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that it would be. After he left I wrote Tavernier about this and in a 
few weeks I had a letter from Jurion that his government would arrange 
for an edition in English. 

October. 11 to 13 I went to El Paso, Texas for the wind-up conference 
about the FAO World Soil Map. The Canadians were there and the Mexicans 
came a little late. The FAO legend was quite a mess and Dudal was the 
only one who could straighten it out. The conference went reasonably 
well and the Canadian and Mexican members asked us to take responsibility 
for the map which I agreed to do if we could develop a fairly satisfactory 
legend. A big trouble with their legend was that the soils were not set 
apart in accordance with combinations of characteristics that included 
moisture and temperature. Dudal talked about phases based on climatic 
boundaries; but that wont work since the relevance of specific moisture 
and temperature values depends on the other soil characteristics in the 
combination that make a soil of a given kind. 

It was arranged that Dr. Douglass would spend a bit of time in 
Mexico and that Dudal, the Canadians, and the Mexicans would meet with 
us in Washington during the first week of December. 

The weekend of October 1) and 15 I completed preparing beds for 
azaleas that were to be moved the following weekend. 

October 16 I returned to the office with another big accumulation. 

wade 
A crazy bill #8 before the Congress for transferring the Army Corps of 
Engineers, SCS watersheds, and the Forest Service to the Department of the 
Interior. By including the Corps Udall lost his game. Since I had been 
in Washington nobody in Congress or the Executive ever controlled the 
Corps. Later it developed that the bill had no chance but its effect 


was very geod by getting these three agencies to cooperate better. 
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There was also a great deal of talk about budget cuts and personnel 
ceilings with orders to reduce expenses and to hire no new employees. 
On October 13 I gave my usual lecture on the "Two Cultures" and 
| reading to a eraduate school class in advanced economic research. This 
| time 1 improved it with some more on communications between different 
| cultures, such as the US and Central Africa. 
| October 21-23 I moved 26 azaleas and several other plants as well. 
| The next day I was very tired but had to go ahead with a lot of correspondence. 
| The evening of October 25 we were the guests among others of. Roy 
| Hockensmith and his wife to celebrate his membership in the Cosmos Club. 
It probably should also be noted that as of October 22 my salary 


| was changed to $25,800, but I'm sure taxes and so on will be adjusted 


accordingly. 


On October 31 I visited my physician, Dr. Rosenbaum. He told me 
that my tests showed reduced sugar and uric acid in the blood and lower 
blood pressure, which sounded good. 

November 1 and 2 the principal soil correlators and directors met 
at Hyattsville mainly to discuss the classiffiication of organic soils, 
This seminar was joined by three of our Canadian friends. The principal 
soil correlators were at our home for dinner the evening of November 2. 

The next day our cartographic division at Hyattsville was host 


to representatives from all the other cartographic agencies of the 


government. Our boys did very well and we had a good day. This was a 
part of a scheme that I had got the Bureau of the Budget to adopt. Our 
leaders went to simialr sessions at the other places, 

I spent most of the week beginning November 5 at the meeting of 
the Soil Science Society of America at the Sheraton Park Hotel, here in 


Washington. I actually spent three nights at the hotel for energy 
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conservation. We did not have very many good papers that I heard. 
Most of them were short and given by inexperienced speakers. 

At the luncheon of the Soil Science Society, I was presented with a 
detailed soil map at 1:62,500 that I had made as a student in 1925, 
Someone retrieved this map from old files at Michigan State. Apparently 
Professor Drew of the University arranged to have it neatly framed. He 
made the presentation. 

I did have many opportunities, however, to talk with old friends and 
With some of our young men. One thing that this combination with the 
Agronomy Society does is to make such meetings too large. All of the 
facilities are terribly overcrowded. 

During the meeting I had a nice chat with Marlin Cline. He told 
me that Brady had not discussed any part of his new revision of the 
Cornell text with any of the staff. "And," he said, "if he does not 
have a good discussion of the new system of soil classification we will 
not use it at Cornell." I decided that I must head off this trouble. 

November 12-15 I spent in Columbus mainly to attend the annual 


meeting of the National Association of State Universities and Land-Grant 


Colleges. 


I got there just before lunch on Sunday because John Baker had 
arranged to have a session with the joint committee, USDA and land-grant 
colleges, on training for the government service. He had along with 
him Grant, Mohagen, and several others from the Department. He gave 
along rambling discussion of "outreach," "communities for tomorrow," 
and other vague USDA goals. He explained that the Department would need 
"“peneralists" they were not getting from the colleses. A statement was 


made that it was difficult to get colleges to set up appropriate courses, 
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li Dean James asked for examples but he got none. (Later I explained to 
| James that all the failures I knew about resulted from the inability of 
USDA people to aiid a what was needed.) 

The USDA people failed utterly to communicate to the college people, 
and in the process showed a complete lack of knowledge about what goes on 
in a modern land-grant university. I tried to patch it up a bit at the 
end but I'm afraid it didn't i Most college people look 
upon me more as one of them than of the USDA, 

On the whole I had a very good time at these meetings. Certainly 

the people have read our recent book published by McGraw-Hill. A great 
deal of it came back through the speeches sometimes with acknowledgment 
| and sometimes not, which really doesn't matter. Dr. James T. Bonnen, 
. professor of economics at Michigan State gave a fiery speech about the 
anti-intellectualism in the colleges. He, too, had read the book but 
| instead of talking in a constructive vein he went out of his way to be 
critical and discourteous. It is a pity that he does this. 


I also attended a committee of the experiment stations on soil 


surveys, which went reasonably well. 


Dean Berg explained the report of the National Advisory Commission 
of Food and Fiber with far greater clarity than the badly editjed report. 
It isn't useful to review all of the papers. There was nothing 


new in them but the fact that the deans were discussing these subjects 


was new. I think the book on the colleges has done a great deal of 
good and that I did not waste my time and sweat. 

I had many side conferences with old friends and new ones, 

One evening I had dinner with Brady and found a way to get him to 
agree to ask the help of Marlin and others of the staff to review his 


manuscript, especially the parts dealing with soil classification, 
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On November 15 I went to the SCS State office for awhile and then 
to Ohio State University to discuss some of the problems they were 
having. This too was useful. 

November 16 I was back to the office and I learned D. A. Williams 
was to receive the $10,000 Rockefeller prize fee dian aee oes : 
service. This award started out as educational grants to Civil Service 
people for study or travel. Then it became prizes for distinguished 
work by Civil Service people. None of this last group of awardees 
appeared to be Civil Service employees although they had been in government 
for a long time. Certainly they had been, at least in recent years, 
in exempted positions. I'm sure in Williams case, and I suspect in the 
others, he got it for doing exactly what his boss wanted done. 

November 20 I had a fine talk about our soil survey with some fine 
young extension people. I also had the bad news that our librarian, 
Dr. Foster Mohrhardt, was retiring about the end of the year. 

On November 22 anf Indian official from the Punjab visited me about 
the Indian Soil Survey. Of course his name was Singh. He explained 


that it wasn't being used at all and he was on some kind of committee to 


‘improve it. I pointed out to him that we had a very good man in India 


now, Mr. James Coover, and that there was no use for me or anyone else 

on my staff trying to help the situation so long as Govinda Rajan was in 
charge. I had already worked very hard with him but that he was incompetent, 
stubborn, and untruthful. He had told me in my office some time ago tnat 

he would follow my recommendation of having the cartographic work done 

at the Survey of India. The very next day he told others in a recorded 
statement that he was going to build a cartographic unit for their 


soil survey with the help of the French, 
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In the afternoon Ken Ackerson, John Rourke, and I briefed Renne 
and Grant about the soils, agriculture, and so on of Pakistan since they 
were going there on a quick trip "to analyze soil and water problems." 
What a silly waste of money$ Many more competent Americans already kngiw 
a great deal about the country. 

November 23 Robert and his family came and Martha and J. C. Dykes 
join us for Thanksgiving dinner. The next day we visited the National 
Zoological Garden, 

Perhaps I should pause here to record that this year had been a 
good one for adding to my personal library and for reading. I had 

| become interested in the Middle Ages and bought or had from the Library 

of Congress some excellent books. 

Further, I had promised our National Agricultural Library to 

| develop a shortlist of books, six primary ones and six to twelve 

| secondary ones on agricultural and economic development in poor countries, 

for the person going on his first or sscond trip to some underdeveloped 

country to give advice or tachnical assistance. I wrote to several 
people and got back mainly the American books that had been well 
reviewed by their friends. Nearly all of these were utterly useless -- 
narrow, aCademic, and untested by field experience. So I needed to read 


each book. By the end of 1967 I had found only six or seven good ones 


in economic development, communications, and culiural anthropology. 
On November 27 there was a lot more talk about budget cuts. We 
| 7 were told they were coming but everything was vague. We shall have 
some in the Soil Survey but especially in the construction work of small 


watersheds. 
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This trouble stems from the irresponsibility of the Congress with 
very weak leadership in both the House and Senate and the quarrel between 
the Congress and the President. The Congress wouldn't make the cuts 
even when they had a chance nor would they pass a much-needed tax increase 
unless the President made cuts, which leaves the Congress free to criticize 
every cut he decides to make. And there weren't many opportunities. A 
high percentage of the government budget was uncontrollable -- signed contracts, 
Civil service and military pensions, interest on bonds, social security, 
and above all the military. 

The rest of the week I worked on budget plans (where one could 
hardly plan), correspondence, and arrangements to get going with data 
processing to make better use of our massive data about soils. 

December 1-6 Dudal was here from FAQ, the Canadians, and the 
Mexicans to review in detail a plan for the FAO North American Soil Map. 

I thought something could be done. I had so many other urgent things to 
do that I couldn't spend much time with them. 

On the hth of December Mommy got a new television as a joint 
Christmas gift fdr both of us. On the evening of the 5th we saw the 
Abbey Players give a mixture of five stories from the Dubliners of James 
Joyce -- Counterparts, Grace, Encounter, Ivy Day in the Committee Room, and 
The Two Gallants. 

The next weekend after very busy office days we about finished up 
the autumn leaves. The next day my back was terribly sore. 

But the conferences, budget planning, and so on went ahead, 

Beginning December 18 I continued on leave and we worked on book 


cards until Saturday, December 23, when we went to Charlottesville for 
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Christmas with Robert and his family. We drove back the day after 
Christmas and continued with the book lists. 


December 27 I went to the office early, to pare the accumulation 


of IADS of USDA about potentials for agricultural development. Then 

I continued my leave and worked on the book cards. 

On Friday, December 29, Mommy and I consulted a lawyer about our 
will. The next day I got a special delivery letter from Koenig with a 
new outline which we shall discuss January 2, 1963. 


The year ended with a draft of this curriculum vitae. My salary 


SS 


changed to $26,960 retroactive to October 15, 1967. 


and worked with a man named Koenig on an outling for a monthly newsletter 
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New Years Day 1968 was a very cold day. I worked on the books in 
my library. 

Early in January a Mr. Edward Koenig of Lester Brown's office 
asked Orvedal and me to do a little piece on the potentially arable 
soils of the world. During the next several weeks I spent a lot of time 
on this. Actually, of course, it could not help but repudiate Brown's 
papers. This was for a little journal gotten out by AIDS of USDA 
with AID support. Just as we had the thing finished AID withdrew 
their support for this magazine 

Actually I had nearly forgotten about it when it appeared in the 
summer in AIDS's War on hunger. This fellow Koenig never even told 
us about it or sent us copies, I am afraid this journal is so lousy 
that not many people bother to look at it. 

Since I was due to go to the western regional soil survey work- 
planning conference in Riverside I had notes to prepare for that. 
Orvedal had written a paper on small-scale soil maps that I had urged 
him to do. Apparently he was nervous or not well because when he 
turned it in I had to redictate the whole thing. 

On January 8 I had a long conference with Leo Anderson on his way 
to Libya as a consultant for the Occidental Petroleum Company. This 
company zm@—@ had many wells in high production and they had agreed 
thet 5 percent of their profits would go to develop agriculture. In 
addition they had agreed to rehabilitate the village where the old 
king's father was buried -- a miserable little place in an old oasis 
in the Sea of Sands in the Woutheastern part of the country. I knew 
that there was deep fossil water and together mmmemam& of worked out 


a trial scheme to get some woody plants to reduce the sand blasts and 
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some irrigated crops. Later Leo reported reasonable success. 

Also I started a complete revision of my reading list which was 
finished and distributed in April. 

By far the largest problem we were accumulating in the Soil Survey 
was our great arrears in publications. This always had been one of the 
worst of Don Williams many blind spots. (Brady told me the trouble: 
Williams thought that I got credit for the soil survey, not himself.) 
Williams had encouraged increases over the years for fied mapping but 
with no corresponding increases for the other essential parts of the 
program: map compilation, manuscript editing, soil correlation, 
laboratory work, and so on. In fact there were fewer people in 1968 
on the national aspects of soil correlation than there had been in 
1953 although the mapping had been increased about three fold. It 
was simply stupid to keep on making maps and writing manuscripts in 
the field without prompt publication. The maps have only a very little 
utility locally until they are published -- not more than 3 or ) percent 
of their potential use. 

With the Soil Survey staff we worked up a proposal for a special 
appropriation to get this extremely valuable material published on 
a current basis within about four years. 

(We worked this out carefully and sent it forward April 15 
but Williams just passed it off. He saw no credit for himself in it, 
which was all he wanted.) Copies attached. cp TP a4)) 

On January 211 left for Riverside, California. This turned 
out to be one of the better regional conferences that I had attended. 
But certainly one doesn't like the complications of the Los Angeles 


airport and the helicopter service to Riverside. 
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pect: SOLLS SURVEY: A proposal for a special appropriation to publish 
the backlog of unpublished soil surveys accumulative 
through fiscal year 1972 


The great backlog of soil surveys to be published means withholding 
the results of public expenditures of around 82 to 83 million dollars 
from the public, with estimated benefits of around one billion 
Golitars, for the want of about 19 million dollars for their publica- 
tion. We urge the consideration of a special appropriation (no-year 

funds) of 19 million dollars ‘to eliminate the backlog by fiscal year 
1972, with some published surveys being released by the Printer in 
m75 and 1974, 


Assuming a modest plan of acceleration of publication, an early alter- 
Native under PPB is set forth in Table 1, which shows the status of 
soil surveys in April 1968. You will note that with these plans we 
would have a backlog in 1972 of 386 soil surveys. By a study of 

Mork Dlans of the areas involved, these surveys were placed into 

three groups (Table 2) according to the intensity of use of the land 
they cover with associated cost-benefit ratios over an assumed 25-year 
Meetoc, OL Gach soil survey. In areas of slow adjustment, the fagure 
would be greater than 25 years for use in operational planning; and 
perhaps less than 25 years in areas of drastic adjustment after the 
surveys were completed. The same cost-benefit ratios were assumed in 
the subsequent tables. 


We then estimated the cost of these 386 soil surveys by groups. 
/Because of factors of size and so on, these groups are not entirely 
identical with those for estimating cost benefits set forth in 

Table 3, but are nearly so. The total cost includes costs for 
processing, including printing. It also includes an estimate for the 
direct cost of the cooperating agencies in field mapping but does not 
include direct costs of the State agricultural experiment stations 
and other cooperators for work done by them in soil classification, 
laboratory , research, and interpretations. These would be difficult 
eorestimate. If they were included, the 19 percent estimate of 

| processing to the total cost would likely be nearer 15 or 16 percent. 
| By subtracting processing costs from total cost, as shown in Table 3, 
| we have the amount already spent or to be spent through 1972. on those 
| Supveys, except as noted that some cooperators' direct costs are not 
estimated, 
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* Because of combinations of small counties and an increased proportion 
of western survey areas over former years, the costs per survey are 
somewhat higher even with nearly constant costs per acre. With more 
emphasis on community planning in areas of rapid expansion of 
industry and population, costs are expected to raise a bit. Some 
mncrease in the proportion of the surveys published at 4 inches = 
1 mile will also raise costs. 


In Table 4 we have estimated the losses in benefits to the public 
due to the delays in publishing the 386 soil surveys by applying. the 
cost-benefit ratios set forth in Table 2. We have set forth three 
alternatives on the years of delay and three alternatives on the 
amount of use made of soil surveys prior to publication. These are 
shown in Table 4 and its footnotes. 


The assumption that 50 percent of the value would be had prior to 
publication would doubtless be true only in a few thinly populated 
rural areas. Nor would there be any significant numbers of areas 

where no use had been made in advance of publication. These would 

be highly intensive areas where accurate soil maps on a mosaic base 
would be essential for operational planning. Our judgment would be 
that the losses of benefits would approximate an intermediate figure 
Of around one billion dollars, simply from the great delays in 
publication of work that will have been completed in the field and a bit 
over 80 percent of the public expenditures have already been made by 
Bieeocrvyice and its cooperators. We think it to be highly in the 
public interest for facilities to be made available for the Service 

to process and publish these very important soil surveys. They are 
‘used increasingly to avoid enormous losses of both private and public 
funds in the readjustment of soil use demanded by an increased popu- 
HeatioOn wanting more space, along with associated recreation, transport, 
Bena sOther facilities. * 


This one-time program would overcome our backlog so we could then 
keep current in accord with Oy annual appropriations. 
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Table 1, Status of Soil Surveys 


Fiscal Surveys with field Scheduled Surveys 

micare _mapping completed for GPO left over 
1967 265 (backlog) 43 gw) 
1968 a2 50 42 
1969 70m 56 34 
1970 124 te 490 
Fo / ie 88 75 13 
1972 101 26) me) 
Totals 760 374 386 


Table 2. Distribution of 386 Surveys by Use-Intensity Groups 


Use-Intensity i Cost-Benefit 
Groupings Number Ratio 
High 81 1:123 
Medium 220 1:61 
Low ol) 1:46 


Total 386 


12 April 1968 


Table 3. Cost of 386 Surveys 


Cost Number Processing Costs | 
group of Total Editing, cartographic Proportion of 
pL / surveys ee work and printing total cost 
(dollars) (doliars) (percent) 
1 89 32,040,000 5,785,000 18 
2 266 63,840,000 11,970,000 19 
3 31 5,580,000 1,085,000 19 
Total 386 101,460,000 18,840,000 197 2/ 


1/ Somewhat lower percentage, of the order of 16%, if all 
direct costs of State experiment stations could be 
estimated. 


table 4. Estimated Losses in Benefits to the Public Due 


to Lag in Publishing 386 Surveys 


Lag in Publication 


53 years 4 years 5 years 
(dollars) (dollars) (dollars) 
| Losses, assuming 50% of 
potential benefitsl/ 448,719,000 598,292,000 747,865,000 
i 
Losses, assuming 25% of 
potential bene fits2/ 673,078,000 897,438,000 dee) ie UG 
Losses, assuming 0% of 
potential bene fits3/ 897,438,000 1,196,584 ,000 1,495, 730,000 


1/ Assumption is that 50 percent of potential benefits are 
[ss realized from field sheets, special reports, etc. before 
formal publication. 
| 


2/ Like 1 except that 25 percent is assumed instead of 50 percent, 


3/ The base figures from which 1 and 2 are computed. From 
another point of view, these figures represent the benefits that 
would accrue in 3, 4, and 5 years from full use of published 
surveys after publication. 


———— 


oid to9qum J. eae 
= 


| £2m7v572 6606 Pay ge, 
on a Jhsog at ; 
*® .© ab euyosn ain 
iideq 19996) yewaaoe 


a 


7 a 
Awies 


7 > 7 ' 


ee - 


AUN «| “We 6 -999- 

During the meeting I sat with as many of the committees as possible 
with special emphasis on community planning, laboratory work, engineering 
interpretations, and so on. Unhappily, I found some obvious mistakes 
in the materials that had been sent out from the Washington office. 

The people at the university and the Soil Survey laboratory had 
worked out a nice field trip. 

I returned home late in the evening of January 26. 

The next morning we received a call from Mary Alice at Glen Cove 
to tell us that her husband, John W. G. Schaefer, Rector of the 
Episcopal Parish at Glen Cove, Long Island, had died. 

Our neighbors were very helpful. Mrs. Thorne took kitty Shem 
to the boarding house, Austins took us to the airport about noon, 

We reached La Guardia about 1:45. Mr. Richard Haag met us and took 
us to the rectory in Glen Cove. 

The cause of Jack's death was uncertain at that time and could 
have been an overdose of tranquilizers. 

Everyone in the parish was very helpful. Many arrangements had 
to be made. I looked over masses of books and papers. 

In the late evening of January 28 Jack's mother and one brother 
came. 

Mary Alice and the children took the matter more calmly than 
I would have expected, 

The middle brother, Bill, has a good job with IBM in California 
and seemed to be the only "normal" in that group. He and Robert 
Kellogg came on the 29th. 

It seemed obvious during and after the funeral that both Jack 
and Mary Alice had been well liked. The vestry invited her to stay 
on until school was out and gave her a stipend. The overlapping 


Catholic parish gave her a purse of $1,150. 
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In going over Jack's papers I found very little except a Church 
life insurance for $5,000 that had been increased to $10,000 effective 
January 1, 19684 

The day after the funeral Robert and the Schaefers left and 
Mary Alice and I got down to the serious business of her future. 
Bishop McClean was very helpful. When everything was worked out both 
Mary Alice and the children were fully covered under Social Security, 
a good pension fund, a small diocese pension fund, and a little from 
the Veteran's Administration for the children. So in the end she 
had the income from the $10,000 life insurance plus these others which 
gave her essentially the income they had had the previous year except 
that she would have to rent an apartment and pay for their health 
insurance, The gifts that she received meant that she had a considerable 
reserve when school was out for moving and other expenses. 

We returned home Sunday, February h. The Austins met us at the 
airport and took us home. 

When I returned to the office February 5 I found a simply 
enormous backlog of work which kept my nose to the grindstone all of 
that week and most of the next. I had also garden lectures to do and 
a few other speeches to prepare. 

By February 12 I was pretty well caught up including preparations 
for budget hearings which could happen almost any day. 

Dr. Brady came in and borrowed both of my India Journals which he 
returned rather promptly. It seemed that he, M. B. Russell, and Don 
Williams were going to make a special trip to India to advise the 
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Sunday, February 25 Bjorn Johannesson visted us. 

Mommy began to look for an apartment for Mary Alice and I went 
with her just a little. I also had speeches to prepare for a proposed 
trip to Michigan and for groups of visiting Indians and others, 

Many things conspired to spoil the weekend of Saturday, March 2. 
I drove to College Park to get a haircut and when I went to come home 
the car wouldn't move. I called Mommy and she arranged for Normans 
to tow it to the garage and to get it fixed. I came home to do some 
chores and took some books to our book binder. He sent some books 
with me to give to Mr. Dykes. We drove to keep an appointment with 
our attorney, Richard Bourne, about our wills and one for Mary Alice. 
Then we took the books to Dykes and came home about 5:15 p.m. We 
found the house completely filled with smoke and the oil burner motor 
burned out. After we got the smoke out and they came for the burner 
we had only the fireplace and the gas oven for heat. But all was 
restored the next morning. What a weekend! 

On March lh I had another conference with a committee of the State 
geologists, which was set up to maintain liaison with the Service. 
The meeting went well. 

The next day we had our appropriation hearings before the House 
committee. On the whole they went well although little was said about 
our great problem of funds for publications. 

March 6 I spent all day with DIA. The progress on a test project 
went only fairly well because of the lack of people with library 
skills and language skills. Very hush hush! 

The next evening I gave a garden lecture to the Colesville Garden 


Club. I: finished the week with many memos and draft speeches which 


left me very tired. 
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The next week there were more garden lectures, one Embassy party, 
several visitors, and so-on. 

Saturday, March 16 Mary Alice and the children came. I talked 
With them and also worked in the garden some. 

Beginning March 18 several state conservationists were here and 
we discussed Soil Survey contracts and other problems. I did all I 
could to prepare for getting some year-end funds for our publication 
work. 

Although it was still cold, I had to get on with my pruning 
and compost spreading and fertilization of azaleas, 

On March 26 I made about 20 tapes on either one or two important 
garden questions. for USDA to send out. 

On March 27 Mommy and I were picked up by the military at 3:15 p.m. 
for a cocktail-dinner and a speech to the engineering officers at 
Ft. Belvoir om "Communications". As far as I could tell it went well. 

On March 28 I took a few of my own books to include in an 
exhibit of the National Agricultural Library for "National Rook Week," 
featuring the paper "Our soils in books" published in two issues of 

"The American Hook Collector." 
That evening I gave another garden talk at the Sligo Park Hills 


Garden Club. 


Things were really thick during the week end and later with - 


speeches to prepare and letters. Then I] had to write a statement 
for the Department to send to the State Department on an absolutely 
absurd report of UNESCO on ecology. I also taped a one-hour lecture 


on the world food supply for a small Washington (State) College. 


S00, I+ 


eYirseq yeesdm’ anc ,settteal nmebise etom svew etendd dew Jxem on? 


bawisd 


firs erect 


tr ffs Bib 


ro 4 ow FB 
ir. Ww Ts 


lure gn dé iw ao’ das af bad I .bieo Ifive saw of dgeone ee 
dasdrogrt owt to ene Padé fe ho seaey OS dveds ebam JT 88 dove Het 


mq ChE Ja Yrottlin ot et gy pecoly erew T ine ynoh )S dowel 
és ateortto wrinseminae eft of Howeds a Das seadnibe-i iad | 

llew Yaew J! [fet Higor T re ast tA 6 ."enoltao iam" mo siovi 
ne mt ebufont of asad ave yr to wet @ apod T OS dow 

" xteeW you! (ano brat” tof aera KI Leiedivo hgA Lanolte edt to Fae 


to eevest owt at berelidmy “edood ni eftor aw" teqeq edf 
ellth areY optle ety Te Wier teteren ientods vey TI eataeve’ doch _; 


djtw setel bun fine aeow ene urtltrlh sole yLiset eteg” 
tnemetada s etme Ae bad I aed? venested bre etiqenq 
(fetuloeds as xo dihemttaqed esssh aris oF hae vad’ a) 
esol woteno s heged Oefa I. ynofooe ne ( 
,oxsifou (efatt) notgaiiead flere s yt ¥ 


Ty 
4 


sraw sJeinohierisines esate istewen Of doisM arlaniigel 


vq tuo 16° ebtw? bie-rsey emer snliiveg tol etsqenq oFm 


.no-o8 bat ,etottety fT 72¥ 


7 


.omed novht tie ef? bas @otfA qret Of dota”, yoo 


eM! Reatiwa ee wi bertrow oela brs rend 


I .emellerg takto bas otoetemod yoru Loe beasopmam 


¢ 4% 
hi 


> 


-eheises 16 molvacil ica? bre pathaerqe Jaog 


Joo bree of ATEU t02 ,eaolseeip se 


- 


",1é0eL[00 Nook 


4 


7 


im a ges 


/) - iif li? / 
KIAVAAL (TES -1,003- 


The library certainly made a nice exhibit of the books. 

On April h extremely serious race riots began in Washington 
following the murder of Martin Luther King. Fortunately I went up that 
day to buy a new pair of summer shoes in a store that was looted the 
next day. On Friday, April 5, the President and the so-called mayor 
of Washington did nothing to suppress these riots. They had expected 
them and troops were ready all around Washington. In fact I had 
seen troops practising riot control at Ft. Belvoir the week before. 
About 2:00 p.m. on Friday ‘the whole central city was full of enormous 
fires set by looters. From the windows along Independence Avenue 
in the South Building one could count dozens of huge black fires. 

This was the most terrible sight I had ever seen in Washington. There 
were even too few police to protect the firemen from being shot and 
nothing was done about looters nor the starting of new fires. About 
3:30 p.m. our car pool started home by way of Alexandria and the 
Beltway. One could not go on any of the avenues with bridges over 
them because the rioters were throwing stones and shooting at cars. 

It seemed to me that both the President and the Mayor were seriously 
derelict in their duties, 

I worked in the garden on April 6 and 7. Apparently on Palm 
Sunday the troops were brought in and a moderate effort made to bring 
the riots under control. If action had been taken on April ) all of 
this could have been prevented. Some rioting continued for several 
weeks. 

April 19 turned out to be Dr. Alexander's last day but he insisted 


on not having a party so a few of us had some tea and talk in my office, 
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A few months earlier I had had some secret conferences with a 
representative from a group set ue in DOD and State about the problem 
of Arab refugees. With our soil maps we had been able to help them 
quite a bit and I outlined a scheme for settling the nomads. In the 
meantime McGeorge Bundy left the White House and became president of 
the Ford Foundation.. He gave an extra grant to Resources for the Future -- 
a generally useless child of the Ford Foundation -- to work on this 
problem above board. They wanted a good soil scientist and they 
persuaded Alexander to go with them. I was able to arrange a WAE 
appointment so he could keep his security clearances. 

In April Dr. Brady suggested that I develop a long article on 
the potentially arable soils of the world and critical measures for 
their use for "Advances in Agronomy." Orvedal recalculated our estimates 
that had been made for the President's report on the World Food Situation 
and I wrote the rest of it as I could get time. This turned out to 
be an enormous job and the paper went to Brady in early October, 

In the middle of April I sent to Joe Robertson a suggestion for 
a Yearbook that I doubt will ever see the light of day. During the 
past years the USDA Yearbooks have been very poor indeed. (See attachment.) 

On Sunday, April 21, Mommy and I took a plane to Lansing, Michigan, 
Verne Bathhurst and Dirk Vander Hoet met us and took us on a long 
drive all around the campus before going to our hotel. Bathhurst came 
for us for dinner and just as he came poor Mommy had a bad nosebleed. 
But it soon cleared up. 

April 22 we went to Ionia and Mommy rented a car, I toured the 
County with our people and local officials and that evening made a banquet 
speech and presented the newly published soil survey of Ionia County. 


Unhappily I had seen many absurd errors in it. 
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Joseph H. Robertson, Assistant Secretary 
— USDA 


Charles E. Kellogg, Deputy Administrator 
» for Soil Survey, $cs 


Yearbook suggestion 


“Attachment 


_. CEKellogg:pas 


Attached is a suggestion for a USDA Yearbook. 
more than an idea. I shouldn't want to spend more time on it 
until I had at least some suggestion that it would be done. 


Moy 6, 1962 


This is little 


May 1968 
PROPOSAL FOR USDA YEARBOOK 
Rural America; 1930--1970 

Many special papers and reports have been widely circulated 
recently about serious problems ahead in areas affecting rural 
America. These were prepared by special commissions, groups, and 
individuals, Some were sponsored by the Federal Government and 
some by other institutions, both public and private. 

Dk high percentage of these are narrowly specialized and 
written without relation to associated problems, growing potentials, 
and what has gone before. Examples include reports on the environ- 
Mente, education, recreation, water, pollution, rural people, and 
so on. Many include exaggerated statements of the problems. The 
price tags are so huge that the total seems almost hopeless. 
Furthermore, many of these reports give the impression that most 
of the work must be done, or at least paid for, by the Federal 
Government, 

Perhaps even worse, mane of these special reports fail to 
explain how we have already made great progress along most of the 
lines they cover. The Government did have an important part in 
this progress. But the people had a great deal more. 

Such reports are actually discouraging to our young people. 

If they add the price tags of all of the reports, they know that 
something must be left out. Therefore, these hazy programs fail 


to challenge our young people. So they have had to find things to 


2 

; »cdo for themselves; and many adults complain about what they find 

j to do. Yet look what happened when Florence was flooded! 
Thousands of our best youth in western Europe and America had a 
chance, They resporiied to it gloriously with no motive other 
than to save the great treasures that represent the initiation of 
Western Culture. 

Most of the older people remember the deep and almost sense- 
less depression of the early 1930's. This was a challenge to the 
young people of that time. They responded to it. Obviously the 
Ses ident cared: and he attracted other people who also cared. 
Enormous progress was made in rural America, 

The story of this progress should be told. 

A great deal happened in the rural landscape. If one had 
taken a trip along the coast south of New York, through Charleston 
to Fort Worth, and then returned by an inland route, he would have 
seen great poverty, children with obvious nutritional deficiencies, 
great gullies, enormous wastes of water, and pollution by sediment. 

i} Few rural soeeiien had electric power or running water. Many were 
losing their farms by mortgage foreclosures. 

Then too, if our observer had gone the length of the Great 
Plains, he would have seen few open banks, little electric power, 

| no shelterbelts to speak of, rampant soil blowing in the drought 


years, and great discouragement. 
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’ Should our observer have left the country and been unable to 
~ see what the people did between 1930 and 1960, and came back now 
to make the sane excursions, he would fail to trust either his 

eyes or his menory. 

The story of what happened and how it was done should be told, 
objectively and with reasons. 

It would bring out that when our young people are motivated, 
they can do a great deal about these problems. Federal leadership 
was important. Some funds were required, but mainly vision and 
opportunity. For example, Boh at what TVA did for the South. 
First of all, it gave places where men could stand and work. 
Electric power was made and distributed efficiently. Floods and 
sedimentation were greatly reduced: The Black Belt of Alabama is 
now a "green belt." 

And the U.S. Department of Agriculture had a very great role 
in this. With the new fertilizers people needed new kinds of 
crops. These were developed by our geneticists in the USDA and 
the State experiment stations. Livestock could be produced 

| efficiently for the first time. 
| Science found a way to make pulp out of southern pine. It 
became an important crop. Many thousands of acres of the old 
eroded Piedmont are now in pine forest. 
It was learned that thresholds could be put under farm prices 
and that ways could be found to furnish farmers credit. (And the 


Government lost very little on these loans.) 
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The people in the Great Plains found they could have shelter- 


belts. With some help from the Department they learned how to 


plant them so they would last. They found they could have electric 
power. With some help from REA they developed cooperatives for 
this purpose. 

These are only scattered Bae can Essentially every rural 
area in America was touched by this enthusiasm. And rural America 
includes the market towns that are a part of any modern agricul- 


tural system. In fact, now more full time agricultural workers 


‘live in these towns than live on farms. 


Every viable agency of the USDA and of the State land-grant 
colleges had much to do with stimulating this enormous progress and 
so did private agencies and individuals. 

It is not easy to think of present problems that are more 
difficult than those problems in the early 1930's; yet we do have 
difficult ones non also. 

Many of us working in those days had personally experienced 
the change to running water and inside toilets, to automobiles, to 
electric lights, and to radios as new things. These are all old 
hat to the young people of today. 

Somehow we have failed to motivate them to see the great 
opportunities and potentials for progress, except with almost 
impossibly large Federal expenditures--so large that it is obvious 


that short of a miracle they will never be available. Federal 
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funds will be needed. But we do not think such huge appropria- 
tions as many suggest are either necessary or desirable. 

Many social experiments were made in Washington and elsewhere. 
Sometimes one gets the impression that Americans develop blindspots 
about their own successes. They develop a great and successful 
social experiment, such as TVA, and then resolve never to have 
another! 

We think that a Yearbook devoted to this progress over the 


long period, which would explain how the Government met the problems 


in the early 1930's, and explain the part that thousands of people 


played in it, together with realistic suggestions for the future, 
would be highly interesting and instructive to the young people of 
today. And rural America is much more than farming. Many of our 
young people want to do something worthwhile--the kind of young 
people who volunteer for the Peace Corps--and those who find little 
in adult America now that challenges and interests them. They, 


too, want a place to stand. 
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Mommy stayed with the Saffords and I returned to Lansing. On 
the 23rd the boys took me to see some serious problems in Kent County 
near Grand Rapids and we drove north to Traverse City. Much of the 
time it rained. 

The next day we went up to Mackinaw City and Charlevoix and back 
down to Palo. The other boys went on to Lansing and Mommy and I went 
to a party given for us by the Masons and Eastern Stars in Palo. 

After the party Mr. and Mrs. Vander Woet came for us and took us to 
our hotel in Lansing in flurries of snow. The party was very nice and 
I saw people I had not seen in years. 

On April 25 I gave speeches most of the day. I had two talks at 
the University, conferences in the State Highway Department and two 
speeches to the SCS staff. 

We had planned to leave the next day but Senate hearings had been 
rescheduled so the final banquet was moved up to about 5:00. When 
the speech was over we were taken to the airfietd for the plane. 

We were down in Baltimore about 10:00 p.m. and took a taxi home. 

The next morning I went to Senate Hearings which went as they 
usually do in the Senate -- not too good. This had been a pretty 
rough week. 

On April 29 I found an enormous accumulation of papers and corres- 
pondence. I was able to arrange for Clifford Orvedal to accept an 
invitation to accompany a group from the Academy of Sciences to 
Indonesia. 

April 30 Séan Cooney came. We had a busy day and a long dinner | 
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After two or three useless conferences with the screwball ecologists 
in Interior, I was able to persuade Assistant Secretary George Mehren 
to take the leadership in the Department on this biological conference 
of UNESCO in Paris. Unhappily however this didn't work out. Apparently 
George couldn't stand it any longer and left the Department in May 
or June. And for the rest of the calendar year the completely 
ineffectual Ned D. Bailey was acting Director of Science and Education. 


Near the end of the week I had a fairly long chat with T. W. 


Edminster of ARS about the general lack of ideas and drive in the U.S. 
Plant, Soil, and Nutrition Laboratory at Cornell, and the need to 
revitalize a more effective advisory committee. Later Alloway came 
down and we had a long talk and he apparently got things smoothed over 
in ARS and they settled for a rather weak, mainly USDA committee. 

This was too bad. 

For the next few days I attended about 5 or 6 lectures at the 
IBM headquarters on some of the basic principles in data processing, 

Over a year before Williams had promised me verbally in his office 
to support GS-15 grades for the principal soil correlators and a 
GS-16 Assistant Administrator for Soil Survey. He did not keep his 
word. I suppose that Young or Mohagaén talked him out of it. 

In 1967 Williams explained in staff conference a complicated 
procedure by which he and the Secretary had chosen Ken Grant to take 
Gladwin Young's place. It became obvious later in conversations with 
people around that Williams had more or less promised this job to Hollis 
Williams, Norm Berg and possibly, I don't know, to William Davey. As 
time went on Hollis Williams allowed himself to get more and more bitter 


about the whole business, Although Hollis had a great deal of ability, 
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including law and politics, he lacked some in emotional stability. 

Ken Grant turned out to be a far abler man than Gladwyn Young or 
Williams and didn't seem to be jealous of the staff. After he had been 
settled some time I brought up the question of planning for my successor 
and that William Johnson was the ablest man, considering administrative 


ability, general education, and language skills in addition to basic 


~. soil science. Unhappily, like several his age, Johnson got caught 


« 


in the war and never finished his Ph. D. dissertation. I explained 

to Grant that I wanted to retire fairly soon but it would take at 
least two years for me to do so after Johnson was promoted to GS-15. 

I made it plain that unless a reasonable arrangement were made I would 
not retire until my 7Oth birthday unless charges against me were 
supported. I had explained this situation to Assistant Secretary 
Robertson 2 or 3 years earlier and reminded him of it again. 

Anyway Ken Grant got what I had been unable to do and Williams 
called me in and told me to go ahead with the arrancements for Johnson, 
This meant writing out a job description for an assistant to the deputy 
administrator and being careful not to impinge on the duties of a full 
assistant administrator. I worked this out during the next few days 
with Mohagen. 

At the same time I was doing all I could to get a special 
appropriation to publish our backlog of soil surveys. Really the 
Service should get a severe reprimand for allowing this great imbalance 
between field work and publication to happen. For the want of a few 
millions dolhers the public was denied benefits of around 14 billion dollars! 

While working on all of these papers for Johnson and so on I was 
chewing away at a paper that Brady wanted for "Advances in Agronomy". 


Also I was trying to develop a position paper for the government on soils 
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and soil conservation to go forward to the UNESCO conference, This 
involved a lot of correspondence with my friends in FAO. At the same 
time, working with Relph Phillips and Dorothy Jacobson, I was trying to 
get American support for the administrative set up for soils in FAO that 
Ignatieff and Swindale wanted. Happily tnis worked out well. 

On Monday, May 27, I had a good conference with Hub Alloway and 
Guy Smith about the research program of the nutrition laboratory at 
Cornell. We apparently got some important things planned. 

Because of the short funds for Soil Survey travel, and since Smith 
and I had been in Australia, I arranged for Johnson and Bartelli to go. 
Later I cancelled Johnson's authorization because he was coming in to 
Washington, Simonson got a considerable grant through the Society and 
was gong most of August and a bit more. (And after he returned he was 
ill a great deal of the time for the next 2% to 3 weeks.) Cady also got 
some help from the Society and an Australian fund. In addition, the 
state soil scientist oiin California went and a few other field soil 
scientists on their own, including Mogen, 

From all the reports I received and from looking at some of the 
handouts Australian soil science continues to go down hill. 

I should add here as well as anywhere else that Dr. Cady was 
becoming a serious problem and embarrassment. He had been an able man 
in soil genesis and mineralogy, but over the last 2 or 3 years he had 
become almost totally blind. Thus he could not carry on as a mineralogist. 
He could do some useful writing and lecturing byt he was very slow and 
continually procrastinated. After he returned from Australia I insisted 
that his grade had to be considerably reduced and later someone will 


certainly need to bring about his retirement for disability. 
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On June 3 I had a notice, just in the form of a letter from the 
secretary, that I had been elected a member of the Royal Society of 
New Zealand. JI suppose that this had been a long time cooking since the 
number was limited to 30 for the world. I assume that some old fellow 
had to die to make room for me. 

On June )} Senator Robert Kennedy was shot by an Arab assassin 
while campaigning for the Democratic nomiation for the presidency in 
California. He died the next day. The whole Democratic campaign was 
a mess brougnt about mainly by Senator McCarthy who criticized President 
Johnson repeatedly for the wag in Viet Nam, which he had not started 
and had no way of stopping. 

For the first time I began to get, through Van Dersal, criticisms 
of the Cartographic Division. I don't know who was behind all of this. 
A "committee" was set up to look into it. Of course Koechley and I 
looked into it. Our head at Portland, Mr. Hillis, had been seriously ill 
and while he was ill 2 or 3 small but regretable mistakes were made. 

Ané that was all. But I did need to waste time on it. 

On June 6 I had a conference with Charles Hardin for two hours 
about some of his planning for technical assistance and training abroad 
of the University of California at Davis. Subsequently, we had a good 
deal of correspondence about India. 

That week I received an absurd letter from G. F. Shepherd, Acting 
Director of the Cornell Libraries about the wording of my new will. The 
letter indicated a copy to Dr. Cline, but he never received a copy. 
Copies of the correspondence are attached. 

I didn't need this kind of problem in addition to all of the 


others I had on hand then, 
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Ithaca, New York 14850 


‘the Director 
May 31, 1968 


Dr. Charles E. Kellogg, Director 

A Study of American Colleges of Agriculture 
4100 Nicholson Street 

Hyattsville, Maryland 20782 


Dear Dr. Kellogg: 


I wish to acknowledge receiving through Prof. Marlin G. Cline 
the redraft of the section of your will which concerns your library. 
Iam very remiss in waiting so long to do so, and there is no reason 
why I should not be perfectly frank in explaining the delay. 


Ihave conferred extensively with my colleagues and with 
Prof. Cline concerning the requirement that should your library 
come to Cornell it must be kept together as a separate collection. 
Iand my colleagues feel strongly that this would really defeat your 
| objective. I say this with great sincerity since I've had over thirty 
| years experience in such matters. I must hasten to say that 
Prof. Cline does not wholly agree with me, but he said I should 
be frank in expressing my concern. 


Prof. Whiton Powell, Assistant Director and Librarian of 
the Mann Library, and I agree that your library would serve 
scholarship better if it were housed according to the various 
| categories. The personal files ought to go into the Collection 
of Regional History and University Archives. The monographs 
| and journals should go into proper classed order with similar 
material. The maps should be integrated with the well organized 
map collection. If held together as a unit the library's usefulness — 
| would be short lived and would for the most part be exploited only 

by those who had personal memory of you. Standing unrelated to 
the other rich library resources of Cornell it would assume the 
characteristics of a memorial more than a valuable resource for 
scholars. 


You see, I am being brutally frank. I would be remiss in 
my responsibilities if I were to speak otherwise. To be silent 
how would be tantamount to saying we agree with the restrictions 
of the will. That would not be fair to you. 
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’ Dr. Charles E. Kellogg, Director 
Page 2 


Cornell would be most fortunate to be able to add your 
library to its great resources, and I earnestly hope you will 


want to reconsider the provisions as presently stated in your 
will. 


It occurs to me that you may want to stop in to see us and 
permit me to show you more specifically the procedures I 
advocate. I should be pleased to talk with you when you are 
next in Ithaca. 


Sincerely yours, 


hed Shephody. 


G. F. Shepherd, Jr. 
Acting Director 
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ec: Prof. Cline 
Prof. Powell 
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Dre Marlin G. Cline, Head 

Department of Agronomy ; 

College of Agriculture ie . pe 
Cornell University 

Ithaca, New York 14350 


Dear Marlin: 


. I am amazed and puzzled by the letter of 31 May 
from the Cornell Library. 


First of all my new will simply gives in all detail 
what was agreed on in 1950 in conversation and letters. 
And today my library is considerably more valuable to 
_ gcholars of soil science, with special interests in its 
history end its relevance to economic developzvent in poor 
countries than it was then. In fact, this arranvement had 
encouraged me to preserve and to bind a great many scarce 
itens and others that soon ill be scarce. 


I had assumed, of course, that whe books would be 
catalogued in the main card index file with a note where 
they were, as is true in all litraries I know about with 
rare book sections and otrer special collections. It 
never occured to me that this collection would be "unrelated 
to the other rich library resources of Corncll." 


| I cannot see that my notes, correspondence, and other 

| Papers have any relationship to "regional history" or 
_“utiversity archives". ‘The collection deals with world-wide 
Soil science as developed by scientists in a great many 
Wiversities and institutes both here and overseas. 


Unless a scholar could see the collection together I 
doubt that he would ever know thet many of the items existed 
or were related to one another. 


Certainly a part of the books are duplicated in the 
Collections and in the rare book collections at Cornell. 
_ Soil maps are not like other maps. We have learned that 
_ they need a separate bibliography that includes a sample of 
| the legend, as well as title, scale, author, place, and date. 
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My collection includes many scarce books. Some are very 


old end others are scarce because few copies were made, For 


example, some of the joint reports to governiwrts of countries 
by the International Bank and FAO contain the only reasonably 
accurate accounts of soil conditions in several provinces 

and coumtries. Nealy all of these many volumes are soft bound, 


Included also are soil surveys from a great many foreign 
countries sent to me by governments or by their authors. 


If I hac = motivation for a "menorial" it is well hidden 
in the deep subconscious. At least my conscious motivation 
arose because I saw so many private libraries simply go to 
pieces. This happened to those of both my predecessors — 
Professor Whitney and Dr, Marbut. I was able to save a 
bit of each, but only a bit. 


It would be inconcei-rab™e to me that only "my students" 
would be interested. I say, hcewever immodess it may seem, that 
I have "students" all over the world, judging by my correspondence. 
Deep scholars of soil science, should such exist in the long 
years ahead, till Be able to find much of interest to them. 
if not, the “coll ection is.not worth saving, either split up 
orés aunit. I cannot see how splitting it up could help 
but reduce its usefulness to scholzers. 


One special manuscript summsrizes my experiences in 
very frank personal terms, This needs to be controlled 
Base of its franimess. But certainly people concerned 
with Scil Survey organization, such as my successors, should 
have a co at ite 


Doubtless I have men to learn about library "procedures" 
in severzl areas, Yet I have used libraries a creat deal. 
I do not understand what the Director has in mind to explain 
about "provedures" that bears on the new questions he has 
raised. 


In the second craft of the new will it did occur to me 
that another librarian at Cornell might take a different 
point of view. So I added the nanes of four other institutions. 
None of them has been told. Only during the past two months, 
two universities have asked for my collection, one good and 
One tediocre. Neither is mentioned in the will. 


I am very sorry about this turn of events. Doubtless 
Mr. Shepherd has only the faintest idea of what my coll:ction 
is like, Perhaps, only perhaps, for hin to see it would 
help more than for me to be trained on library "procedures." 


‘ oye dn 


- 


<= re er a Tare 

“<7 <a hens oa yes 

Sf2snusy .7o 29 Pig. ves 

Lehi ey ie ai “ALéfo0n 4 

° « beniety Ip iwi 2a! daeigioase 


y , hae id 7" is ets &¢ i Cie cass? sy 


“a4stol Gwew feet) 4 cred wievene Ltos 
ePIGETS4S Tieas ws aN Sear eToy a 


‘ id Liga a) #] "£2 tudes” e ee? cee tt 

" " tory 4 Dom Sepp tom) Ae, =f ¥E » te fee > 

; (las. Ger4 i “evirsty VR Ge 
* oS" CeeS j : <4 ° herwis fre i. 

ret . elettal saa Ee 

oi a 


. ° : c = Pal ‘ Ma La o"+a° so 
. a a Vows ~yae J 
i ‘ oy 5 “il a? eve Cian 
ry Aap, » a VOCS «owiale@ Laie 

arf c. caer ir? te wits ee oe 


a 
" : ao 3 w Jat ef 735m 
> bd , . ; ; "s oul gsr Jorn 
- . 


inxie @e cose 

uw J 2 o -Delnee 
by { , ~) é ‘at es 7 Inge 
baa ms ‘wo ful _scOn Me 


me05 [ i Looe fa. ¢2laaygte 


sand sent 9p uf of. aot eve 
tweed : m ' Sone oyvad I Pex 
bas oy j bi Si ent Jatw eee 
wr ves off ooabed 2a 
. ; 
“rot DP ; LiowW wea 82-446 FS 
a? ® afct ui eae 74 Gale 
; - wee “nad » Been Bis fee 3 of 
Soc ate? fom > tin), Sfes nea 
Pog 2D ,ailioal in 30 Sate ede 
\ 2,ie oc nt benoaldnee 2) eek 
* ry - . 
‘ sen fJdoes .oteeres le exad abit nods ei 
Huled Jeh® Yt Je lo gebi teegatad ott i 
tiene 2 aan of off 10 yequdseg: yl 
7. ey Deane” grew ad Sen lost ed af Oe 
| | 26 
’ : re 


Se 


ec 4 
eS 


en eae ve 
» ay 


At least now I see no reason advance by Mr. Shepherd or 
anyone else, why I should chants my wiil.e He, and perhaps 


‘others, may call it a desire for a memorial. This is absurd. 


Further I am imnodest enought not to think I ~.ed this kind. 

My only desire is to make the boolik available as a collection 

at a convenient institution for scholars to visit. Since I 
started in soil science Cornell has had a good staff. Then too, 
other universities micht suppose that I was "fishing" for 
something, say an honorary degree. I knew, I thought, that 
Cornell would not think so, : 


If the plen can te saved you can discuss this letter 


_ with Dr, Bracy and Dr. Kennedy. 


| 
| 
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i 
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I hesitate to answer Mr. Shepherd's letter. His 
reasons are sO specious that I can only speculate on what 
the real reason is. Perhaps it is the lack of a financial 
provision. I suggested this in 1950 and was told that it 
was not necessary. Perhaps h> hes a low opinion of our 
profession. Porhaps he really telieves this *memorial” bit. 

My health is reasonably good now. I hope to have many 
years of use of my library. I have much towite. (I k.ow 
IT wont get it all done.) 


But if it is not to go to Corncll then I should have 


_ discussion with some other university sometimes 


Sincerely yours, 


Charles E. Kellogg 
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Dr. Charles E. Kellogg 
4100 Nicholson Street 
Hyattsville, Maryland 20782 


Dear Dr. Kellogg: 


I have not seen the letter of May 31 from the Cornell Library, about 
which you wrote me on June 9, so I can judge its contents only on the basis 
of your letter and a discussion I had with Mr. Shepherd and Mr. Powell on™ 
April 29. I had forwarded your earlier letter with the pertinent statement 
from your Will to Mr. Shepherd some time before that. 


At our discussion on April 29, both Mr. Shepherd and Mr. Powell insisted 
that (a) if they were to maintain as unit collections all the donations the 
University receives, the library would become a very difficult facility to 
use and a very costly one to maintain and (b) the greatest use of material 
is obtained when library users find items uniformly located by. Library of 
Congress Classification. This library has been converting to that system 
over the past 10 years or more. I insisted that the function of the col- 
lection as I visualize it would be for scholars who would be served best if 
the collection were held in one unit. We could not agree, and they left with 
the understanding that Mr. Shepherd would write to you and would send me a 


There would be the possibility of holding the collection in this Depart- 
Ment. In many respects, this would have advantages for the users I visualize.. 
Iam afraid to depend on that, however, for our so-called library operation 
is not monitored adequately to insure security of so valuable a set. While 
I am hére, we could set a room aside and insure security, but I would hope 
that this collection will not be available for 20 years or more after I am 


out of the headship. There is absolutely no assurance that the person re- 


Sponsible 20 years hence would maintain it. Thus, the logical place is in a 
proper library where the collection is subject to strict library rules and 
Procedures. I just don't think it would be strictly honest to accept the col- 
lection unless this were insured, and the only way it can be insured would be 
under library control. 
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we Charles E. Kellogg -2- June 13, 1968 


I do not have data which would permit me to evaluate the arguments of 


| Mr. Shepherd and Mr. Powell. I do know that when I served on the Library 
Board there were cases of collections which the Librarian reported to be 


problems of accessibility and maintenance. Lacking valid bases, I have to 
rely on the appraisal of people trained in library management. Heve you 
consulted librarians of really large libraries? 


I am sending copies of this to Doctors Brady and Kennedy to see if 
they have suggestions. 


Sincerely yours, 


Marlin G. Cline 
Head of Department 
MGC/eb 
ec: Vice Provost Kennedy 
Director Brady 
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NEW YORK STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE i 
A STATUTORY COLLEGE OF THE STATE UNIVERSITY 
CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
ITHACA, N. Y. 14850 


ent OF AGRONOMY 


June 17, 1968 


Dr. Charles E. Kellogg 
4100 Nicholson Street 
Hyattsville, Maryland 20782 


Dear Dr. Kellogg: 


I have just talked with Dr. Kennedy, and he is as much concerned as 
I about the Cornell Library's position on your collection. You probably 
do not know that we are currently without a head Librarian - Mr. Shepherd 
is acting. We would like to know if it would be satisfactory with you for 
us to hold the matter in abeyance until our new librarian is on the job in 
September. It is a question whether to take the matter up with Mr. Shepherd 
now or wait until the man with ultimate authority is on the job. 


Sincerely yours, 


$letler Si Clee 


Marlin G. Cline 


Head of Department 
— -MGC/eb 
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June 21, 1968 


Dr, Marlin G. Cline, Head 
| Department of Agronory 
College of Agriculture 
Cornell University 

Ithaca, New York 1,350 


‘Dear Marlins 


E I trust you have the copies of Shepherd's 
‘letter. dust after I mailed them Dr. Erady came int 
I can see no hurry about this matter of ny 
ellecticn. The will is clear. My health is as good 
-asit has teen for 25 years. My wife, son, and daughter 
understand my wishes. 


By the way, I'm told that Gordon Johnsgard 
ids umlikely to be able to return to professional work. 


He is in a veteran's hospital in Minnesota for mental 
difficulties. 


Sincerely yours, 


Charles E, Kellogg 
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I learned that Mr. Williams had approved and signed the recommendation 
regarding Bill Johnson. He had told me on Friday, June 7, that this would 
probably take three months in clearance. I knew that this would be 
very inconvenient for Johnson. The only good time to sell houses in 
Portland is during the summer when the weather is nice, 

Although Assistant Secretary Robertson was terribly busy on account 
of all of the rioting of Negroes who came and camped in the center of 
Washington I did go to see him. I should add here that ever since the 
rioting started on April h we hed had serious trouble with Negro invaders 
and rioters in the Department of Agriculture. Joe Robertson had done a 
good job in preventing even worse incidents than we had, 

Because of this I had typed out very briefly just what I wanted 
him to do. He picked up the phone in my presence and told the Personnel 
Director -- Barmes -- to handle this action immediately. 

The next day, June 12, I had considerable discussions to get our 
codes for reporting soil survey work more adequately defined, Once 
Mr. Dorny understood the problem the thing was properly fixed. 

The afternoon of June 12 I went to Hyattsville for our usual 
conference on soil survey scheduling. While I was there Mr. Robertson's 
secretary called me at his instructions to tell me that the action for 
Johnson had been signed and returned to the Service Three days instead 
of three months} 

The following day, June 13, Verna Mohagen came in and told me how 
they had hurried this action for me and that it was already back, 

Of course I evidenced surprise and thanked her! 
On June 1); I made some more tapes on garden questions and finished 


the first rough draft of the article for Brady. 
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Mary Alice and the children had come down in her car June 11. On 
Saturday, June 15, their furniture came. The next day I measured for 
shelves in her new apartment and made them. 

Monday, June 17, was a very busy day with extra heavy correspondence. 

Tuesday, June 18, Joe Bulik of CIA came in to see me. I hadn't 
seen Joe for a long time although we had had a few telephone conversations, 
Over a year before he had asked me to look for a job for him. He 
was a bit discouraged and wanted to get out. But this time he was 
on top of the world. I didn't ask him much but he simply said, "Doc, 
I had a chance to make around two billion dollars for the government 
of the U.S. Several other agents could have done the same perhaps 
but I happened to be in the right place at the right time." Of course 
I didn't press him for details. The ULS. had had recently 2 or 3 very 
important defections from the Soviet bloc. Possibly one or more of 
these were involved, but I did not ask. I was happy for the great 
change in his morale. 

In the afternoon Brady came in and we had a long talk about 
this problem of my soil science library going to Cornell. 

Then too, I had a visit from Mr. McDowell of the Peace Corps. He 
had just been assigned from Africa to Washington to work out a program 
for Africa. He impressed me enormously and we had many further 
conferences about Africa, graduate credit for Peace Corps volunteers, 
and later, his next assignment in Malaysia. 

June 19 I took my old car to the garage and left it and spent 
the rest of the day in Mary Alice' apartment installing shelves that I 


had made. It was quite a job because of the cramped space. 
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On June 20 I had a long talk with Alexander about his work on 
the Near Hast problem and initialed Bill Johnson's papers and mailed 
them. The plan is that he will report around September 1 or earlier. 

On Friday, the next day, I worked with a new committee on this 
whole matter of the control of payments for large farms, This was a 
silly assignment from Freeman because we were supposed to watch the 
payments by ACP and the assistance given by SCS. Met 99.9 percent of 
the criticism had been on the huge commodity payments of ASCS, 

Robert and his family came on June 22nd. Mary Alice had brought 
along a large picnic tabhe and some other things for Robert that she 
had no place to store. So we took this table to pieces and packed it 
in his car, 

On June 2 a bright young man Byrd came in. He was a soil scientist 
on the Alabama staff and was assigned to Viet Nam. But they couldn't 
use him where they had hoped so he was returned. We arranged for him to 
be in Dr. Shmonson's office and ultimately to be State soil scientist in 
North Carolina. 

During the rest of the week I had a great many conferences and 
heavy correspondence. Van Dersal had persuaded Williams to send out 
to all offices a blanket request for suggestions about management and 
organization. Of Béfighine this method got nothing useful and Williams 
took only what he wanted to anyway. But many of us wasted a lot of time 
on these mostly ridiculous statements. 

Coover, the former State soil scientist in Texas, had been assigned 
with my hearty approval to work in India. He was back on home leave and 
we had a talk. I was considerably disappointed. He hadn't gotten on 


top of either the job or the problem. 
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Shortly after I left Indiain 1959 Govindanrajan was put in charge 
of the Soil Survey as a purely political appointment. He is incompetent, 
stubborn, and untruthful. No good man will work with him. During 
1967 and 1968 I had several talks with high ranking Indians about this 
matter and explained to them that nothing could be done so Jeng as this 
man held his position. Twice I was asked to come to India to "straighten 
this out." I finally agreed that I would try but that I would not go 
except under the auspices of the Rockefeller or Ford Foundations or 
some comparable private institution, not with AID. 

Coover talked with me about reconnaissance soil surveys in India, 
which would be a complete waste of time. 

About this same time we also learned that Dr. Rudy Ulrich had had 
a terrible accident. While driving at night a reckless young driver 
smashed into him and he woke up in a hospital. ° 

Before Assistant Secretary Mehren left we had agreed in the Department* 
to take some interest in the arid lands conference propdsed by AAAS for 
the summer of 1969 in the U.S. Wadleichtwas ill when we had a meeting 
in the winter of 1967 and I attended in his place. After a great deal 
of discussion in the Department it was agreed that Charles Bower would be 
the Department representative on the committee and Wadleigh would be 
chairman of an advisory committee to help him. Ogrosky and I were on 
for the Service and there was someone from the Forest Service and 2 or 3 
from ARS. The AAAS had very little money and it was suggested that 
departments give them some help. We were told that funds could be 
transferred in fiscal 1968 or 1969 whichever was more convenient. It 
was far more convenient for the Service to do it in 1963 and I arranged for 
them to receive $5,000 and prepared a memorandum to Mehren to that effect. 


He had told Bayles to look after it and I forgot about it, 
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On Tuesday, July 2, I was asked to attend a conference for Don 
Williams with Bayley on this question. Thus by accident I was the 
only member of the committee there, Due to gross negligence Bayley had 
done nothing about this matter of 1968 funds and now it was too late. 
Our 1969 budget was too tight. Apparently planning went ahead but I 
was never consulted again on the matter in 1968, 

We now consulted from time to time with contractors about puilding 
the new room. One agreed to do it and backed out and another was too 
busy. 

On July 8 I went to the office, worked on correspondence until 
about 5:00 and took the plane to Spartanburig where I was met by an 
SCS car and taken to Clemson University for the Southern Regional 
Soil Survey Work-Planning Conference, which should have been scheduled 
in fiscal 1968. Again I sat with as many of the committees as possible. 
I gave an introductory lecture on some of our major opportunities 
and problems including plans for getting all of our reliable data on 
computer tapes. We also had some good sessions on some of the remaining 
problems of the new system. 

The boys had planned a field trip but not too well and the rain 
the previous day had made it pretty muddy. Among the State experiment 
station people Springer from Tennessee was helpful and also McCraken and 
Buel of North Carolina. 

McCraken is doing very well as Department chairman at N.C. I 
had had at one time a good opinion of Fitts, the previous chairman, 

Yet he was quite disliked by the staff. He was able to promote a 
scheme for soil testing in Latin America to be financed by AID. 


AID had asked me about this and since I had had a good opinion of 
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Fitts and since North Carolina was one of the best institutions for this 
work I had mildly encouraged it. rer I heard rumors that it was 

going badly. Then in late May or June 1968 I read a report on the project. 
Fitts and his helpers were taking the completely absurd position that 
with soil tests alone fertilizer use could be recommended} North 
Carolina had excellent data, which proved that the interpretation of 
soil-test results into fertilizer recommendations varied widely by 
kinds of soil. I had written to McCraken about it but he waited until 

I could talk with him at Clemson. He explained to me that it was the 
most embarrassing problem that he had. I resolved to find some way to 
get this straightened out if possible because it was hurting the U.S. 
and North Carolina, 

We also had some good discussion about the need for much shorter 
symbols on the field sheets and other tidyness to reduce cartographic 
costs. I returned home about 7:30 Thursday, July 11. 

The next day was an extremely busy one. I discovered that Orvedal 
and John Rourk had made a whole series of very bad errors in preparing 
a small-scale general world soil map to go with this paper I was 
preparing for Brady. l1 was simply shocked. But with all the work we 
had down there wouldn't be time to redo it properly. In the older 
system the units had been associations of great soil groups, each one 
of which was defined in terms of climate and vegetation as well as 
soil characteristics. But some of the sub-orders and orders in the new system 
were not. Where these were mapped separately or in association with 
others that were not defined this way the map was worthless for this 
purpose. As much as these men had this principle explained to them and 


had used the old maps it didn't seem possible that they could make such 
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a serious and absurd error. So there was nothing for it but to go 

back to the old map with a few tiny corrections and use the old planimetry 
that we had used in making estimates for the White House book on 

The world food problem. Then I got Orvedal and Smith to work up an 
approximate table of equivalents of the old and new systems. This I 

then went over in great detail and had to make changes in definitions. 

I simply took Orvedal's draft and redictated the wholé thing. 

July 15 Williams talked with Berg and me about being members of 
an USDA committee on limiting service to large farms. In the afternoon 
I talked at length with a group of Brazilian soil scientists on a 
study trip in the U.S. especially about soil surveys and community 
development. 

The morning of July 16 I gave a three-hour seminar-lecture to a 
group of 20 public administration fellows from some 15 foreign countries. 
I followed fairly closely the outline of the paper for the Advances. 
This was a most interesting session indeed. These men had been very 
well selected, were quite young, and held highly responsible positions 
in their own countries. I really enjoyed it. 

It seems that they had had quite a few lectures in the Department 
from people who are supposed to know about economic development. 

Early the next morning a lady from AIDS came over to tell me that 
these men had been asked to vote on which seminar was most helpful 
and they had voted unanimously for the one I gave. 

The rest of the week I had very heavy correspondence, a conference 
in Hyattsville, and a session with the committee on restricting ACP 
payments and SCS service to large farmers, which was under the chair- 


manship of F. R. Kutish. We didn't get off to a very good start but 
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it straightened out later. John Baker has had quite a bad influence 

on the Secretary in emphasizing "small family farms." Whether one likes 
it or not the little old family farm with an ignorant manager is an 
anachronism. Whether colored or white, efforts to keep these families 

on poor soil and poor management can only drive them deeper into poverty. 
I have strongly advocated restrictions on engineering assistance and 

the like to wealthy farmers whether incorporated or not. And the record 
isn't too bad. One would think to hear John Baker and some of the 

others that setting up a corporation to farm is evil and unconstitutional, 
which is absurd. 

Saturday, July 20 I had duty at the office which gave me a chance 
to clean off my desk and the table back of it. That evening Mommy and 
I had dinner with the Dykes at Olney Inn. 

On July 23 I gota rédiculous memorandum from Don Williams complaining 
about our being behind in soil series descriptions with the inference 
that the hold up was in Dr. Simonson's office. As I had pointed out 
on numerous occasions we now had fewer people working on national soil 
correlation than was true in 1953 with only one third of bie present work 

._ load. Simonson was away and so Carlisle and I gave a detailed reply, 
which showed that the hold up was all along the line due to understaffing. 
This got short shrift and we had as usual some arbitrary suggestions in 
a memorandum from Williams dated August 15 in reply to our analysis 
of August 1. (Copies attached.) 

I took annual leave July 26 and put out a good many cuttings of 
new azaleas. The next day we went to erariotee ike and returned 
Sunday afternoon. 


Now besides correspondence and preparation for the State Gonservationists 
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‘Re: 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE 


Washington, D. C. 20250 


(a —~ - ~ ee $$ —--—- 


July 23, 1968 


Charles E. Kellogg, Deputy Administrator for Soil Survey 


From: D. A. Williams, Administrator 


Approval of Soil Series Descriptions 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


For several months I have been receiving an increasing number 
of complaints from various parts of the country concerning 
delays in approval of soil series descriptions by Dr. Simonson. 


A casual check indicates that there may be a backlog of as many 
as 2,000 descriptions awaiting action. If so, I believe this 
is untenable. 


I do not believe that adding more people to Simonson's office 
is the answer. 


As I recall, Soils Memorandum-11 (Rev. 1) established the 
present system in 1965. Apparently the breakdown in the system 
is here at the Washington level. 


I feel it is urgent that, prior to the annual meeting of the 
State Conservationists in September, positive action be taken. 


I wish you would give immediate consideration to again revising 
Soils Memorandum-11 to provide: 


i. 


Placing responsibility for final approval and distribution 
with the Principal Correlators. 


This could be done following a review period of not to 
exceed 60 days of a copy circulated by the Principal 
Correlator to the other Principal Correlators, concerned 
State Soil Scientists, Simonson, and Smith. Upon receipt 
of the comments by the deadline date, the Principal 
Correlator would make essential corrections, approve, 

and distribute. 


All series descriptions now awaiting final approval, 

editing, and distribution in Simonson's office to be 

immediately returned to the Principal Correlators for 
action as proposed in item 1 above. 
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In order that I may have a more accurate accounting of our . 
current situation, please supply the following information by 


August 9: 


1. National cumulative total of series descriptions submitted 
prior to fiscal year 1966 not yet approved. 


2. Numbers by States, and Principal Correlators' regions, by 
fiscal years 1966, 1967, and 1968 submitted to 
Dr. Simonson but not yet approved. 


3. An analysis of the proposed revised procedure. 


4. =A proposal for any other actions that may is taken to 


resolve this problen. 


_It would be my plan to announce in my Annual Message the nature 


of the changed procedure. 
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D. A. Willians August 1, 1968 
Charles E. Kellogg 
Approval of Soil Series Descriptions 


We, too, have been aware of the problen of improved series 
descriptions. 


The current status of the official soil series on record in the 
office of the Director of Soil Classification and Correlation can 
_ be summarized as follows: 


EstapliShedsactive SOri es Se eadie qe + (o 0 0 lene 4,620 
Of these, 1,098 additions or revisions have © 
been approved in the Director's office 
since July 1965. 


Tentative series with descriptions approved by 

the principal soil correlators used in final 
correlations but not approved in the Director's 

ecm ct ie isto tek eek seats Mats ie es) «ee. « 770 


Tentative series that have been used in final 
correlations but the series descriptions have 

not yet been approved by the principal soil 
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Tentative series under review within the States 
or by the principal soil correlators, in r 
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In the attached table we have summarized the revisions of established. 
and tentative series descriptions approved by the principal soil 
correlators and still on hand in the office of the Director of Soil 
Classification and Correlation for review. A sumnary of this table 
by fiscal years of origin is as follows: 
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Of this total, 335 are revisions of established series and 770 are 
tentative series. 


Two important factors have combined to make the problem especially 


difficult during the past two years to all those concerned with > 


making decisions about soil series: (1) the increased amount of - 


soil survey work being done, including areas without other recent. 
soil surveys in the immediate vicinity; and (2) the application of | 
the new system of soil classification. 


The decision was made in 1951 to develop an improved system of soil 


classification so that interpretations could be more precise for - 
many purposes, such as predicting the yields under alternative systems. 
of management of adapted field and horticulture crops, for range site, 
forest site, and for several engineering predictions related to high- 
ways, building construction, hydrolegy, and the like. With the basic 
materials for these interpretations a wide assortment of special - 
interpretations are being made for guidance in soil management, pipe- 
line location, and for several aspects of both recreation and 
community planning. 


To achieve the necessary results, soil series in the new system now 
have restrictions on ranges in soil temperature, soil moisture, and - 
depth to water table. Permissible ranges in some of the other soil - 
characteristics have also had to be reexamined. 


The application of the new system, in order to have these more precise. 
and useful interpretations, has resulted in the splitting, dropping, 
or combining of many of the old established soil series, along with. 
the establishment of new ones, in order to have series that are 
relatively homogencous in their response to management, infiltration 
rates, and other basic properties that influence the interpretations. 
Of course, this process has been going on continually for more than 

60 years as new knowledge about soils was gained. But the process 

has been especially rapid during the last four years. 


Perhaps it would be helpful to outline the steps by which a soil 
series description is studied and reviewed before it is finally 
"established.” They are approximately as follows: 


1. The author, who may be a soil survey party chief, writes an’ 


initial draft of a new soil series and gives it a tentative nane. 
This draft is imnacdiately sent through channels to the Washington 
office so that the name may be reserved or, if already in use, a new 
heme suggested or requested, 
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2. An initial review draft is prepared within the State along with | 
some testing. 


3. This review draft is sent_to other States thought to have an. 


interest, commonly including some States outside the region. The 
results of these exaninations lead to a revised draft that is for- 
warded to the principal soil correlator, although members of his 
office have doubtless been involved with the series somewhat already. 


4. The principal soil correlator and his staff send this draft, or 
a revision of it, to th= States that are known to-be.interested, other 
principal soil correlators, to tne Director of Soil Classification. 
and Correlation, and to the Director of Soil Survey Investigations. 


~ §, The tentative soil series description sent to the office of the 
. Pirector cf Soil Classification and Correlation is studied from the 


point of view of how the definitions and limits proposed for the 
series fit into the national system of soil classification. Basically 
it is the purpose of that office to see that soil series, families, 
and units in other classes of the systen fit together into a national 
systens and that the names of the classification units and the names 
of the mapping units are in accord with the accepted conventions. 
These conventions, worked out in staff conferences that consist of 


the principal soil correlators and directors, are included in the 
Soil Survey Manual and the several modifying memoranda. 


Mere editing of the descriptions, although important, is a small part 
of the work involved. If a soil series has boundaries with other 


soil series, they need to be consistent within the system. Some new. 


proposed soil series have turned cut to be unnecessary when viewed in 
this light. Undiscovered overlapping and gaps cause considerable 
inevitable confusion. 


Unless the job of fitting a soil series into the national system is 
done well, our syntheses of data for interpretations are bound to be 
in error. The review of the serics as a valid unit within the system 
is quite a different problem than reviewing the description itself. 
Yet many of the series deseriptions do get to the Director's office 
without full consideration of all competing series and with some 
technical and editorial errors. 


Of course, the same principle applies to soil families and the units 
in the higher categories of the system. In studying the soil series 
we need to check on what sort of bedfellows we are getting within 
families and within subgroups so that phases of these units may also 
be useful for synthesizing data and for making interpretations. . 
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Traditionally the soil series have been called “established” when 
approved by all offices, including the national office. Actually 
the drafts sent by the principal soil correlator have had a more 
nearly thorough review than in the previous steps. 


We think it would be more appropriate for the principal soil corre- 
lator's final draft to be called the "regional approved soil series" 
than to call it "tentative", 


Yet at the same time the national review of how new soil series or 
revised soil series fit into the national system is exceedingly 
important. Those reviewed nationally may be called "established". 


We recognize that the descriptions of both the new series submitted 
by the principal soil correlator and the older established soil 

. Series need to be reviewed as the system develops. This needs to be 
done well and the current work load is heavy. 


Thus, the national office has not been able to keep entirely up to 
date. During the past three fiscal years the Washington office has 
reviewed 893 of the established series--184 in fiscal year 1965,. 

244 in fiscal year 1967, and 465 in fiscal year 1968. The national 
office is essentially current on these. In one week there may be 

50 on hand and the next week 200 but not more than a normal operating 
workload, although we are reaching about the limit with the typing 
facilities available for this function. 


It would be difficult to estimate accurately the proportions of the 
soil series that are confined to a single region. Of course, many 
of them are, pees one-third or so. Yet fewer families would he 
limited to a Single region. For example, few soil series overlap 
between the westem part of the Pacific Northwest and the New England 
States. But certainly some families and some subgroups do overlap. 
Many of the soil series in the Great Plains overlap the Southern, 
Western, and Midwest Regions. There is a large overlap between the 
Midwest and the Northeast and tnere are considerable overlaps between 
them and the Southern Region. 


This whole precess has in it some problems of communication both 

ways. The study of how a proposed series fits into the system 
commonly brings out questions that call for replies from the principal 
soil correlator, or perhaps from two or three of then, and from one 
or several States. We should doubt that 60 days would be adequate 

for many of these, considering the fact that several of the key 
people spend much time in the field, 
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If the soil series is needed immediately, it should not be held up 
for the final national review of its place in the system, considering 
our present backlog, Thus, we are saying that those approved by 
___the principal correlators can be used in publications. A principal 
soil correlator may feel that a very few of them should be qualified. 


The new system of soil classification is now being prepared by 

Dr. Snith and the correlation staff for publication. The first 
volume will contain the basic principles and the definitions of the 
higher categories down to and including the great soil groups. Now 
we are thinking of a second volume that would contain the definitions 
ef the subgroups, and a third volune that would contain definitions — 
of the families and the names of the series within each family. We 
expect that the first volune will need to be revised, perhaps, each 

5 or 6 years, the second volune each 2 or 3 years, and the third 
volume once each 6 or 12 months. 


We are hoping very much to get this third volume on computer tape so. 
that it can be corrected frequently and corrected readouts can be 

had as frequently as necessary, say about once every 3 or 4 months. 
This job has a special mechanical problem. The names of soil series 
are proper gecgraphic names and the opportunities for misspelling 

are very great. Also, there is need for checking any new names, 
derived usually from the names of counties, small towns and villages 
for correct spelling and to prevent duplication. 


We think this job of getting the families and names of soil series 
on computer tape can be done this year, 


Because our data available about soil are so massive, we have already 
started to develop a program to place them on computer cards or tape 
$o that our people can have the summaries far more rapidly than they 
can now. 


In the longer time ahead we also hope to be able to have typical 
profiles, laboratory data, engineering data, and descriptions for 
each series on computer tape or cards.- This could enormously reduce 
the job of sorting out the possible competing soil series in order 
to avoid errors, Each proper soil series description is so written 
that it includes all the soils in the United States with character- 
istics that are essentially alike and excludes all those with signi- 
ficantly different sets of soil characteristics. 


—  Poubtless much of this work using the computer could be carried out 
in the office of the principal soil correlator or in Washington. 
Looking ahead to the future, it would seem to us it could be done 

more cheaply in one place, especially to feed into the computer 
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experience data-~estimated yields and all the rest~--which will come 
later. If it is done in the office of the principal soil correlators, 
those offices will need to have as complete a file and sets of 
computer tapes as the national office. 


In sumnary, we are suggesting that the new soil series approved by 


the principal soil correlators be called "regionally approved” without 
limitation on use in published soil surveys and similar docunents, 
except as they decide. They would continue to be reviewed by the . 
national office along with the present established soil series that 
need review. We recommend that the term "established" continue to 

be used for those soil series that have been reviewed by all offices, 
including the national office, 


In specific response to the proposed revisions: 


1. We should like to have the principal soil correlators 
give regional approval of descriptions of soil series 
as outlined. 


2. The principal soil correlators are now using, and 
should continue to use, the regionally approved 
descriptions. But they too have a large backlog of 
tentative soil series descriptions that have not 
been approved by them. 


Before writing a revised plan in detail and promulgating it as a 
memorandum, I should like to consult the principal soil correlators 
and the directors of soil correlation and investigations. Since 
both Dr. Bartelli and Dr. Simonson will not be back for some time, 
the earlicst date on which we could have a meeting would be about 
the second week in September, after Dr. Bartelli and Dr. Simonson 
have been back in their offices at least for a little while. 


The broad outlines herein suggested could be prepared earlicr,. 
A suggested paragraph for the Administrator's address to the State 


Conservationists has gone forward with other items relating to the 
Soil Survey. 
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Numbers of soil series descriptions in current format that 
have been submitted by the principal soil correlators to 
the Director's office for approval but have not yet been 
gpproved and distributed by the Director's oftices/ 


- 


Prior to 
Piscal year Fiscal year Fiscal year fasta year 
1 


1566 1966 1967 


Northeast Region 

Connecticut 

Delaware 

Kentucky 

Maine 1 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

New Hampshire 

New Jersey 
Hew York | 2 15 
Ohio L 2 
‘Pennsylvania : 1 
Rhode Island 


| Vermont 


| ‘Virginie 2 2 
West Virginia 


1 6 20 


Total 1 


Palivhen Soils Memorandum-11 (Rev. 1), Soil series descriptions, was issued 
December 21, 1965, the principel soil correlators asked the office of the 
Director of Soil Classification and Correlation not to process the draft 

_ 80il series on hand that they had previously submitted in the old format. 
There were 308 of these on hand in 1966 that have not been resubmitted by 


e the principal soil correlators in the current formet. 
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Numbers of soil series descriptions in evrrent format that 
have been submitted by the principal soil correlators to 
the Director's office for approval but have not yet been s 
approved and distributed by the Director's officet/ 


> 


Prior to | 
Fiscal year Fiscal year Fiscal year Fiscal year 
1966 1966 1967 1968 
South Region | 
Alabana 2 2 3 3 
Arkansas 5 gl 6 
Florida 1 1 12 Ly . 
Georgia b 2 
 Toaisiana 5 3 3 7 
_ Mississippi 12. 5 10 
_ orth Carolina 1 a 2 14 
| Oklahana 7 6 10 
_ South Carolina 1 10 8 
| Tennessee A) 3 Ly 
| texas 36 25 26 
| Puerto Rico +> ] 8 67 6 
Total 19 85 139 118 
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Numbers of soil series descriptions in current format that 
have been submitted by the principal soil correlators to 
the Director's office for epproval but have not yet been 
@pproved and distributed by the Director's offic 
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Prior to 
Piscal year Fiscal year Fiscal year Fiscal year 
1966 1966 1967 1968 
Midwest Region 

Illinois pal hl 
Indiana 1 3 14° 
Tova 12 Th 
Kenses 1 19 5 19 
Michigan 8 12. 
Minnesota 21 
Missouri 1 2 4 14 
Hebraska 2 L 30 
North Dakota 6 45 
South Dakota 8 19 33 
Wisconsin 17 
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Numbers of soil series descriptions in current format that 
have been submitted by the principal soil correlators to ’ 

the Director's office for epproval but have not yet been 
approved and distributed by the Director's officel/ 
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Prior to 
Fiscal year Fiscal year fFiscel year Fiscal year 
1966 1966 1967 1968 
West Region 

Alaska 
Arizona i B 20 23 
California 1 
Colorado 2 
Hawaii 1 56 22 
Idaho 1 22 
Montana 
Hevada 1 36 
New Mexico ; 3 38 
Oregon 1 1 13 
Utah 1 9 22. 1 
Washington 18 1 
Wyoming 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE _ ‘ny 
SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE Wek 
Washington, D.C. 20250 


August 15, 1968 


Approval of Soil Series Descriptions 


Charles E. Kellogg, Deputy Administrator for 
Soil Survey 


Thank you for your August 1 memorandum on this subject. 

As I had anticipated, it does show that we have a major 
problem, While 1,105 pending soil description approvals 
cumulated over several fiscal years are not as great as 
the "guesstimated" 2,000, it is still beyond rationalizing 
without taking aggressive action, 


Advisory SOILS#10, dated May 5, 1965, to which was 
attached the recommendations of the Committee on Soil 
Correlation and Related Activities, contains this recome 
mendation: con 


"3. Principal Correlators should provide more adequate 
field guidance during the survey to State staffs in 
Soil classification, correlation, interpretations, 
and report writing. They should review, approve, or 
correct soil series descriptions. They should also 
be responsible for completed correlations." 


This recommendation, which I approved, has not been fully 
implemented, I now request that this be done. 


SOILS MEMORANDUMH11 (Rev. 1}, dated December 21, 1965, 
page 7, second paragraph, discusses draft series approved 
by a Principal Soil Correlator and outlines steps to 
receive approval from the Director, Soil Classification 
and Correlation. 


This paragraph should be revised as follows: 


"Each draft series description approved by a principal 
Soil correlator will be forwarded to the office of the 
Parector,..5011. Classification and Correlation." There (it 
will be examined to determine that: (1) it is complete, 
(2) it is properly classified, and (3) it is adequately 
differentiated from other series, especially similar soil 
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Series occurring in other States. The Director's office 
will complete the review and return comments and sug- 
gested corrections to the principal soil correlator 
within 60 days after receipt of the draft description. 
The principal soil correlator will review, correct as 
necessary, approve, and arrange for distribution of the 
soil series description." 


The following additional paragraph may be added at your 
discretion to a revision of SOILS MEMORANDUM-11: 


"Special Problem Series. The principal soil correlator, 
in a very few instances, may decide that a limited 
extension of review time is needed before he can finally 
approve the series description. He should request whate 
ever assistance is needed in order to complete the review 
as soon as possible.” 


In addition to the above revisions of SOILS MEMORANDUM=11, 
there may be other needed changes to be consistent with 
the revisions herein indicated. If so, please provide 

for them. 


I do not concur in the idea of "regionally approved soil 
series’ mentioned on page 4 of your August 1 memorandum, 
It does not speed up the approval process, nor does it: 
promote the idea of a national approach, 


In addition to the above, I believe the following steps 
Should be taken: 


1. You should address a memorandum to Dr. Simonson, 
after the State Conservationists* annual meeting, 
requesting that all series descriptions now awaiting 
final approval, that will not be approved by his 
office within 60 days, be returned to the principal 
Soil correlators for handling in accordance with the 
newly established procedures for approval. 


2. Arrange for advance copies of SOILS~MEMORANDUM=11 
(Rev. 2) to be available at the State Conservationists? 
annual meeting. 


I regret the necessity of taking this administrative action 
and I expect that Dr. Simonson may be disturbed by it. 
However, after waiting several years for more affirmative 
action, I do not believe that we can longer delay needed. 
action because of -the personal wishes of the individual. 

We will therefore proceed accordingly. 


Administrator 7 7 . 


“E72 1 10eeoiwne 
qd bod th J7 bse 
acti ttsa even a5 
yalnb sae—pnei 


_ 


a 


na] 


at 4 


*/ 


oc 


rene ede Be G9e0! 
oe gnat 


a 


g ott L3G 
1 903 st94.gm 
: OF tp94%T102D-— 
ts B4Ay 30 a9 
fiona (EQLoaE i 
/Ootecs sVviIee 
BSrise 


ted tds oh @ 
1 247-3e eeeaseg ee 
ssco7g saots seers 


1 / » - ff 
Li Aptana er 1 GTX Pals) yes 


meeting I had all of this work on the correlation problem. 

August 2 I drove the car pool home in just about the worst rain 
I ever saw in Washington. When I got home I found the Dykes and others 
here for a birthday dinner that Mommy had planned for me. 

On Saturday I worked in the garden and Mommy picked out her birthday 
present -- a new Ford Torino. And on the next day we signed a contract 
with the American Home Improvement Company for our new room. 

August 5 turned out to be a light day at the office and Mommy got 
her new car. All the children and grandchildren were with us for 
Ginner. The next day Joan and the children left for Boston and 
Robert returned to Charlottesville, 

By now the garden work was heavy. I stayed home August 7 and we 
drove out to look at plants to revise i. plantings around the new 
room and we went to Scan and ordered the wall units and a shair for 
the room. I moved a few plants that were in the way out into the 
main garden. 

August 8 the committee with Mr. Kutish met again. I continued to 
work on the paper for Brady. The next day I had a fine conference 
with Mr. Abba from Ignatieff's office in FAO. Saturday, August 10, 
was very hot and Fritz Senn came to spend the weekend with us. 

On August 12 I still had more work to do on the paper for Brady 
and a lot of correspondence. Of course the worst was the <n ee 
stuff from Williams on soil series. 

On August 16 Robert came and the next day we moved several large 
azaleas with the temperature at about 97°14 I worked a good deal 
Sunday in the garden, transplanting and watering and did a little 
more on the paper for Brady. August 19 I worked more on the correlation 


problems. 
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The following day we had a meeting to arrange for representation 


at the FAO soil fertility conference at Colombia, South America. As 


| soon as I had learned about this some days earlier I had called Lewis 
Nelson of TVA to learn if he would go if he had an invitation. He 
7 told me that he thought he could. I explained to him the very bad 
work Fitts was doing and that I was prepared to insist he go since we 


had no one in USDA knowledgeable on the production side of fertilizers. 


Only this last I explained to the committee. Everyone agreed and 

| Nelson went the following November. 

{ I had an all day conference on automatic data processing. Swindale 
was here for that. During the week I worked on the soil series 
memorandum followed by a tough weekend in the ee 


On August 26 we made a plan for Bill Johnson to have a suitable 


office, which required a bit more crowding. Previously I had talked 


with all of the directors about his coming. All seemed to be pleased 


except Roy Simonson. He said only, "That is interesting." 


| On that same day I discovered that Garland, on a temporary assignment 
in Brazil, was writing to Mohegan and others that he should be promised 


to have Dr. Bauer's job. He had been Bauer's assistant for interpreta- 


Pee - : 


tion and certainly was not qualified to be a principal soil correlator. 
Fortunately he kept writing to other people and Mohegan until he had 


everyone mad, 


Also that day I had discussions with three new State conservationists. 
In the evening we looked a bit at the Democratic Convention. It was 
obvious that tae TV people were conspiring to hurt Humphrey because the 
Democratic National Committee had not agreed to have the convention 
moved from Chicago to Miami. I looked at it only a bit because they 


were obviously building a completely false record, 
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We had a lot of unnecessary work to do and finally got through 
the week. One of the most absurd and silly conference reports I had 
ever seen came that week. It was one published by the Rockefeller 
Foundation as Strategy for the conquest of hunger. It seemed to me that 


George’ Harrar had simply gone nuts for self publicity. The report was 


full of untruths and tnnuendos. Dr. Byerly who was there 44}: that with 
all of the arm waving and so on the conference was really worse than 

| the report. A fellow by the name of W. David Hopper included a complete 
lie saying that the Ford Foundation team in India missed the point of 
having responsive varieties The 1959 Ford team report, on the contrary, 
was one of the first to give this matter equal emphasis with fertilizer 
and water. I wrote to Al Moseman about this and he almost defended him 


although he didn't attend the meeting. Obviously Al must have been quite 


humiliated. I wrote about it to Ensminger. He wrote that Hopper used 


to work for Ford and that they had dropped him because of his many 
unreliable statements. He urged that I write to Harrar about this 


but I never did because it would be an obvious waste of time. It 


almost looks to me that the agricultural program of the Rockefeller 


- Foundation is in serious jeopardy so long as Harrar is around, 


Saturday, August 31, Bill and Carol Johnson drove in and started 
looking for a house. Monday was Labor Day and I continued work in the 
garden and Bill and Carol came that evening for dinner, 

This reorganization of the garden was a big job. We had to go to 
the quarry and get stone. I must have set about two tons altogether. 
Many had to be 30 to 36 inches long to be set deeply enough to hold. 


Then too, Arthur Thorne brought me two loads in his car, 
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September 3 Bill Johnson found a house. 

On September 6 I discovered about noon that the advance of funds 
Johnson had requested never had been acted on. Apparently all of the 
papers had gone into the personnel division and they had lost that one. 
By getting Bill in immediately to fill out the forms and because of 
Dorny's relationships I was able to give him the check for $2,000 
that evening! 

Bill and his wife have a regular scheme for looking at a great 
many houses rapidly. Fortunately they found one. for immediate 
occupancy, had a temporary settlement, and were ready to move the 
furniture in when the truck came. This saved them money and a lot of 
inevitable breakage. 

Saturday, September 7, Mommy, Mary Alice, the children, and I 
went to a silly SCS picnic near Rockville. 

On Sunday I made a detailed plan for the plantings around the 
"new room." 

During the week of September 9 correspondence was heavy, especially 
about soil bit iene I made a half-hour tape for radio on the great 
change in meaning of the words "farming" and "agriculture". 

On Friday Brammer, formerly of the Gold Coast, came in and we had 
a pleasant talk about his work in East Pakistan. It seems that 
during the war with India the army officers discovered the enormous 
strategic value of the soil maps. As a result a heavy security was 
attached to them and tneir use was restricted sharply to only a few 


people. What a pity! 
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Sunday, September 15 I went by plane to Lincoln, Nebraska for the 
State conservationists meeting. We had our rooms and meetings in the 
University Continuing Education building, which was a fine place for it. 

The meeting began at 8:00 a.m. Monday, September 16, with a welcome 
by Chancellor Clifford Hardin. He left right after his brief talk and 
as he walked by where I was sitting he stopped and chatted for a minute, 
shook hands, and patted my arm. He is a nice man. Then Assistant 
Secretary Baker spoke much longer than he was scheduled. It sounded 
like a swan song. 

Don Williams talked far too long. He said very little about the 
Soil Surveyswhich, in the mood of his speech, was an unconscious 
complement. The hand-out speech was 17 single-spaced pages, Williams 
announced that he would retire 20 January, 1969 and then go with Ford 
in India. He also announced that Ken Grant had been appointed to 
replace him by Secretary Freeman. It doesn't seem to me that a worse 
time could have been chosen. Hathe been sincere about the Service and 
about Grant he would have retired the spring previously. 

After lunch I met with the western group on "servicing all 
people." This started with a very long statement by Gordon Zimmerman 
on districts and about the function and leadership of districts. From 
what he said one would gather that most district supervisors were quite 
reluctant dragons. 

In so many of the talks by Berg, Heinen, Zimmerman, and others 
they said in one place what great leadership district supervisors 
furnished and in other places how much the Service must do to improve 
their leadership. To most reasonable people it was plain that many 


of these men were being pushed into positions they did not quite understand. 
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John Baker went ahead and talked about the need of people "who 
have a graduate course in rural regional planning as a part of rural 
sociology." This is just nonsense, Then there was talk about HUD grants 
to help with planning "multiple county districts" and also about 
"regional comprehensive planning." Most of what was actually said 
seemed near nonsense. Our people in SUS are so very weak in economics. 

After a long dinner I had a meeting with the State SCS people 
from Michigan and Wisconsin about their very bad field sheets. 

I spent much of my time at these regional meetings on "servicing 
all people" with very few new or useful ideas coming forward. 

On September 18 I ducked the field trip partly because it looked like 
rain (and it did rain most of the day) and spent my time in the Soil 
Survey lab, with our people in correlation, and with the cartographic 
group. 

We had more of these general discussions on September 19 and a 
wind-up session Friday forenoon. I got away just before lunch and was 
home at 8:5 p.m. 

Saturday, September 21 I watered most of the garden and repaired 
the stone terraces around the part having the compost bins. 

Sunday I painted plant stakes. Mommy and I went to two nurseries 
with the Thornes. We brought home a small Canadian hemlock and 
ordered a large blue spruce, a large Hatfield yew, and a nice big 
holly, part Enlish and part American, 

Monday, September 23 I caught up pretty well on the backlog at the 
office. I received a copy of a book on the soils of Okinawa dedicated to 


me as some kind of special international soil scientist. When I got 
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home that night I found we had two enormous windows for the new room 
and had to get one of them changed. 

Tuesday afternoon Dr. David Kaser called on me about the gift of 
my soil science library to Cornell. We had a pleasant conference. 
Everything seemed fine but he followed this with a letter that still 
left things vague that someday I must answer. 

I wasted part of the week on a silly conference on what John Baker 
called "outreach". Several of his political appointees spoke about 
this great program and what it had done. The whole effect was a big 
lie. All of the theoretical basis for this kind of rural planning began 
under Dr. Bushrod Allin in the Bureau of Agricultural Economics in the 
late 30's under what was called the "County planning program." Nearly 
all of the agencies were opposed to it, especially SCS and PMA, because 
they did not want to cooperate and lose their own freedom to do as they 
pleased. The leaders of these two agencies got Congress to cut it out. 
Then it was started up again in the Eisenhower administration under 
True Morse who was Undersecretary. He had no one really in charge. I 
helped him all I could but nobody had responsibility. It quid have 
been given to Extension. Then John Baker started to play around with 
it and called me over to discuss it with him in the early part of the 
Kennedy administration. I explained to him what had happened and he agreed. 
At first I thought he would make a go of it but he made so many mistakes 
that in spite of the money used not much really happened. 

Our new room seemed to go along well. 

The week end of September 28 and 29 we did some garden work and 
saved a lot of left over boards and split a lot into kindling, some of 


which was stored in the north attic. 
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NAN Nee WYANT ENOL Lh LIOOINILNAI OCD ~S/eosy— 
Ithaca, New York 14850 


September 16, 1968 


Dr. Charles E. Kellogg 
4100 Nicholson Street 


| Hyattsville, Maryland 20782 


Dear Dr. Kellogg: 


Thank you for your very kind invitation of 11 September to dine 
with you on September 24. I regret exceedingly that I am already 
committed elsewhere and will be unable to accept, but I appreciate 


_ your thoughtfulness. 


I look forward to seeing you on the afternoon of the 24th, and 
to talking with you about your book collection. 


Very truly yours, 


David Kaser 
Director 


DK3jz 
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j 4 September 1968 


Director David Kaser ‘ 
Cornell University Libraries 
Ithaca, New York 


Dear Director Kasers 


Thanks for your letter of 29 August. Unless something 
eritical that I do not foresee arises, I shall be here 
24 September. 


My office is in the South Building of Agriculture, 
Room 5212, on the southside of Independence Avenue near 
12th Street, S.W. The telephone is Dudley 8-3905. 


You could see some of the important current things in 
my office. The largest part of my collection, including 
the rare books, are in my home--4100 Nicholson Street, 
Hyattsville, Maryland. I should like to have you see 
some of them and the special files. Unhappily, builders 
are likely to be busy there, making a new room, partly 
to house my library! 


Then too, you might care to glance at my James Joyce 
collection which includes firsts of all his works, most 
of the critical works, many of the books about Paris in 
the 20's, and a large ‘part of the books Joyce used as 
prinary sources . 


Sincerely yours, 


Charles E. Kellogg 


bee: 
Marlin G. Cline 
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ie " CORNELL UNIVERSITY LIBR:ARIES ~toS6— 
Ithaca, New York 14850 


re Director 


August 29, 1968 


Dr. Charles E. Kellogg, Director 

Study of American Colleges of Agriculture 
4100 Nicholson Street 

Hyattsville, Maryland 20782 


Dear Dr. Kellogg: 


Professor Marlin Cline has shown me your letter of 9 June 
_ concerning the ultimate disposition of your library, and I wonder if 
Icould come talk to you about it. Since I have only been with Cornell 
University since August 1, Iam imperfectly acquainted with the 
history of your communication and relationship with the Cornell 
| University Libraries. Iam, however, optimistic that a reasonable 
resolution can be found to any differences that appear to exist between 
us. 


] I find that I will be in Washington on the afternoon of September 24 
_ and wonder if it would be convenient for you to see me on that afternoon, 
| Ilook forward to hearing from you in this matter. 


| Very truly yours, 


David Kaser 
Director 
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1l September, 1963 


' aoe om 


Mr. David Kaser, Director 
Cornell University Libraries 
Ithaca, New York 11350 


Dear Mr. Kaser: 


I have your letter of 9 September. 
Next week I must attend our annual national 
staff conference in Lincoln, Nebraska. I expect 
to return at the end of the week and be in my 
office Tuesday, 2), September. 


Would it be possible for you to come to 
my home for dinner after the conclusion of our 
discussions in the office? 


Sincerely yours, 


Charles E, Kellogg 


CORNELL UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 


| Ithaca, New York 14850 
ie Director 


\\ 


September 9, 1968 


“Mr. Charles E. Kellogg 
4100 Nicholson Street 
Hyattsville, Maryland 20782 


| Dear Mr. Kellogg: 


Thank you for your letter of 4 September. I look forward to 
being in your office on the afternoon of September 24. Would 3:00 p.m. 
be convenient with you? Unless I hear otherwise from you, I will be 


there at that time, and I look forward to meeting you and talking with 
you about your books. 


Very truly yours, 
David Kaser 
Director 
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Ithaca, New York 14850 


jhe Director 
| September 30, 1968 


Dr. Charles E. Kellogg 
4100 Nicholson Street 
| Hyattsville, Maryland 20782 


| Dear Dr. Kellogg: 


| I thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity afforded by our appointment on 

| Tuesday to chat and get a little acquainted. As I knew I would be, I was 
_much impressed with the comprehensive scope of your book collections in 

| soil science and related subjects. They doubtless constitute one of the best 
libraries on the subject ever brought together under private auspices. There 
| is no question but that it is an invaluable research and reference resource 

_ and one which could support admirably the work in its field presently being 

| done at Cornell, Frankly, we would like to have it, 

| 


As regards the shelving of your books if they were ultimately to be 
placed with us, I am confident that both you and we in principle want the 
same thing: namely, for them to be so arranged as to serve best the needs 
in perpetuity of our students and researchers. It is our feeling that this 
purpose could best be served by our arranging your books on our shelves 
“by the Library of Congress classification scheme in such a manner as to 
allow the intershelving among them of new books on the same subject as they 
are published. The cohesive subject matter of your books would mean that, 
when arranged by LC classification, they would fall naturally together in one 
“shelving area, but by allowing books from other sources on these subjects to 
be shelved with them, your collection would in effect be kept forever current 
andup-to-date. Shelved alone your collection would soon become moribund 
| and eventually obsolete. 


| Some of your materials, of course, would have to be put aside for 

+ special handling, I am thinking of some of your rarities which should doubt- 
less receive the protection of our History of Science Department. Also your 
“typescript materials should be housed with our other manuscripts, which 
Would enable us to observe your wish that some of it remain restricted for 
a period of time, 


| I note that you have a handsome personal bookplate in each of your 
books. Instead of substituting our own plate for it, therefore, we would use 
this device to preserve the integrity of your collection, so that any of our 
Patrons who ever used: one of your books would know from the plate that it 
Was from your library. We would also want to designate the area of the library 
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in ‘most of your books would be found as the ''Charles E. Kellogg 
11 Library in Soil Science," or with some similar appropriate 
ption. We hope this would meet with your approval. 


In fact, I hope this whole letter meets with your approval because, 

ave said, we would like to have your library and we feel it would be 
est utility to scholarship here if it were to be handled according to 

e procedures. I will be interested to learn your feelings in this matter. 


With best regards, 
cant 


David Kaser 2: 
Director 
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I got the paper for Brady to Mrs. Cojilton and pretty well got 
it in shape, 

The workmen were certainly beating our nice ivy pretty badly. 

During the first week of October I took some leave to work. on the 
new terraces. 

Ignatieff came to visit us Saturday, October 5 and left the evening 
of Sunday, October 6. We had a very good talk indeed. 

On Monday, October 7, I had another heavy accumulation of mail 
and sent the paper about The potentially arable soils of the world, 
together with critical measures for their use, to Dr. Brady. 

The USDA had been handed from the Budget some arbitrary personnel 
ceilings. DAW helped his "pets" and gave Grant practically no 
latitude, which was bad, 

October 9 Mommy, Mary Alice and I neiect os prked “home about 
1,300 pounds of stone for the critical terraces, 

The following Saturday, October 12, Pat and I finished all of the 
holes for the big plants by the new room and I got most of the 
terraces done. 

October 1h and 15 I attended the meetings of the Agricultural 
Research Institute in the National pesoareff Counet, These meetings 
went very well indeed, including very nice movies and explanations of 
modern food processing sdantae Wadleigh gave an excellent talk on the 
Department! s work on water control including research and the small 
watershed program. Don Paarlberg gave an excellent talk on the outlook 


for foreign food sales and so on, 
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Actually this obscure Institute is the only meeting place of all 
those interested in agriculture. The USDA ignores most of tnose in 


| industrial sectors, It has not even one qualified man in fertilizer 


technology, for example, 

October 16 and 17 were ordinary days. I spent quite a bit of 
time with Bill Johnson as I had been doing as time was available. 
Friday, October 18, I stayed home to take care of the new soil we had 


ordered. Unhappily it rained in the morning but bhis stopped about 


noon. A truck dumped 34 yards in our driveway. We shoveled about 2 
yards of rejected clay into the empty truck. Finally Pat and I 

got all the soil in place for new terraces and stored some near the 

compost and in the soil bin. This was a real job of work. 

| Unhappily it rained again Saturday and I went with Momny to 

i look at furniture for the new room. We had hoped to bring home our 


new trees but the nurseryman said it was too wet to dig them. 


Sunday, October 20, with Mommy's help I raked the leaves and moved 
four aucubas and four azaleas, 

October 21 I tadk care of accumulated correspondence and had a long 
talk with Haines and Rose of ARS about the Congo. They had been asked 
to work out a plan, should money become available, to rehabilitate 
the main research station. Of course I was delighted to do this; 
yet it showed a basic and devastating weakness in USDA administration, 
Neither of these men knew anything whatever about the previous research 
program, the people, or the country. First I had to get an atlas and 
show them where it wast Curiously I received the same day from Jurion 
a part of the proof of the English edition of his new book. I finished 


it the next day and returned it to him.with several comments to improve 
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the use of words for American readers. I also worked on a speech on 
soil and suburbia for the annual meeting of the Washington State 
Association of Soil Conservation District Supervisors. 

On October 23 I completed this speech and prepared one for a 
seminar-lecture in the Department's so-called "Executive development 
program." During the rest of the week I cleaned up the correspondence 
and Friday evening we joined the Hockensmiths and their guests ata 
noisy "do" at the Cosmos Club, 

Saturday, October 26, with some help from Pat and Bill Johnson, 
Arthur Thorne and I brought in the big plants for the new garden and 
got them put out -- the holly, the blue spruce, and the yew. It was 
a very difficult job. 

The following Sunday I moved in most of the azaleas and Mommy and 
I went to the Johnsons for a late dinner. 

October 28 brought some trouble. Due to my failure to put some 
agreements with Williams and Dorny in memo form I missed out on some 
funds I had hoped to have for contract editing. Williams had agreed 
to this and Dorny had told me I didn't need to have a memo, but while 
he was away his deputy didn't know that and all the funds got 
allocated. 

I completed the recommended list of books, made at the request 
of the National Agricultural Library for each person taking their 
first or second trip abroad on technical assistance. These were basic 
books in addition to those of the man's speciality and about the 
individual country to which he had been assigned. The Library had been 


after me about this for over two years but I had to read about 5 or 10 
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books for each one I found useful for this purpose. This exercise 
taught me that literally hundreds of people are writing books in this 
general field almost wholly from libraries with little or no experience 
abroad beyond that of a superficial tourist. Many of them are simply 
preposterous and explain as facts what the author assumed had ought to be. 

That week we had an FAO interagency committee meeting and several 
other discussions including a Soil Survey staff conference. Then 
there was more time wasted with the material that came in from the 
broadcast request for ideas in the Service. I had another visit with 
Leo Anderson about his work in Libya and prepared more speeches and 
book reviews. 

On Friday, November 1, I remained home and Mommy and I went to 
the quarry for some more stones to finish the landscaping around the 
new room. The following Saturday and Sunday I had long days in the 
garden and finished the stone work and most of the transplanting. 

I was at the office the whole week beginning Monday, November h. 
I worked on speeches, book reviews, and correspondence. I briefed several 
young men going to India on election day, November 5. The next day 
we had the terrible results of the election. Although I didn't trust 
Mr. Nixon and liked Mr. Humphrey I was pretty disgusted at what the 
Democrats had done in Agriculture, including the $100 contribution 
I had to make each year. 

I stayed home November 7 because our new bookcases were to come. 
I completed a new nursery frame for little azaleas and spent the rest 
of the day arranging books in the new room, 

Friday, November 8 I had the accumulation of many little problems. 
At the staff conference it was abundantly clear that Don Williams was 


very happy that he had planned to retire. Many others were also happy 
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and still others were very mugn worried. 

During recent weeks Don Williams had been showered with congratulatory 
telegrams, letters, statements, plaques, and so on. Nearly all of 
these were written, prepared, and arranged for by Ray Heinen and Norm 
Berg. Williams had become a kind of egomaniac over the years. He 
got these glowing tributes, not for merit but because many people had 
found that he was highly subject to flattery and that by this method 
they could get what they wanted. This weakness in such an advanced 
form is analogous to alcoholism -- the more one takes the more one needs. 

Roy Hockensmith persuaded me to give another speech on tropical 
soils for a Pan American croup foe peavget7 

On Saturday, November 9 [ worked er on the garden around 
the new room and finished it. 

On Sunday, November 10, I painted the new azalea nursery frame 
and in the afternoon Mommy took me to the Statler Hilton hotel where 
I registered for the Land-Grant meetings -- acutally now the National 
Association of State Universities and Land-Grant Colleges, 

The next day Monday, November 11 was a holiday but I spent it at 
these meetings. Mommy came for me about l):30. The conferences in the 
halls were interesting but I was terribly disappointed in most of the 
speeches of the agricultural division. Dr. Harl Heady of Iowa pretended 
to review the development of agriculture but left out completely 
everything except farming and farm research, 

I was amazed at Dean Pound of Wisconsin. He knows nothing about the 
background of his own university. He even said that the colleges had 
done nothing about resources prior to 1904 That certainly took care 


of the Cooperative Soil Survey between 1899 and 19,04 All of the 
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\ All of the land-grant colleges in the Lake states had been prominent 
in resource work since 1900 including Wisconsin. In fact Wisconsin 
pioneered the development of rural zoning. 

Some of the other speeches were not so bad and I was highly gratified 
how many of them had taken up the ideas in the Carnepie book, especially 
in research, extension; and undergraduate teaching. 

In the afternoon of November 1] I went to the session on 
resident instruction. Some of it was pretty good and part of it was 
pretty bad. Brunner, who had been in the Office of Hducation, had been 
| . dropped, as indeed he should have been. But for this session two other 
men were sent and they made absolutely absurd statements -- even worse 
than Brunner's. Neither had the slightest idea about tne modern 
agricultural college. 

I saw Geyer there who had been making a career as the executive 
secretary of a commission in the National Research Council financed with 
a small grant from the National Science Foundation. This had been 
started in 1961 with a self-perpetuating committee and had gotten 
nowhere, although they had issued some statistical reports and some 
useless suggestions about curricula. Dean Larson of Penn State was the 
current chairman and reported on their financial difficulties although 
he said there was a prospect that they might get some money. It would 


be a pity of they did. 


November 12 I rode in with the car pool and attended a few sessions 
but mainly had conferences with various deans. I] hope I was more effective 
with the dean at Washington State than I had been with Dean Cowdon at 


Michigan State. Cowdon had asked me about combining their poor department 
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i of soils with their poor department of crops last spring. At his 
; request I wrote him a long memorandum analyzing the whole situation and 
why this would condemn one group or the other to complete mediocrity, 
and more likely both. I gave many examples. But it did no good. I 
plan to watch Washington with interest. 

I had a long talk with W. K. Kennedy, Assistant Provost at Cornell. 
With my help he had gotten David Knapp for dean of Home Economics 
and he insisted that I find for them a new dean for their School 
of Business and Public Administration. I encouraged him to talk 
with the people at Harvard. Apparently he had tried to get something 
there without any luck. He asked me about some of our assistant 
secretaries who would be leaving. I explained that not a single one 
would be even close and that I did not know well enough those in Commerce. 
After some more eonbiriniced I returned to the office and cleaned 
up my correspondente,. 

On Wednesday, November 13, I handled some more proof for Jurion 


on the English edition of his book, Then in the afternoon I went to 


a special meeting of the land grant group at which they presented 

a considerable book, Building institutions to serve agriculture. (236 pp.) 
This was a joint study by several universities and a few people from 

ATID about experiences in trying to develop suitable research and teaching 
institutes in foreign countries.. For obvious reasons in the book and 


in their discussions that presented a summary of it, they avoided the 


names of people, countries, and both foreign and U.S. universities, 

I couldn't help having a little fun. Dr. Ira L. Baldwin served as 
moderator. He was a fine old man from the University of Wisconsin 
who spent many years as a bacteriologist. He began the question period 
by saying, "Since we have no microscopes here I'm asking you to write 


out your questions and comments." Of course that work "microscope" 
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is much more familiar than the recent one "microphone." 

Early in the discussion Dr. Baldwin asserted that little was known 
about tropical soils. So I wrote a comment and sent it up. He read 
it, which went something like this: “actually a very great deal is 
known about tropical soils. Unhappily not all of it is in English. 

The trouble is that almost none of the American professors have read 
any significant part of this vast literature and even fewer have passed 
any of it on to their students." After he had read this he made an 
additional comment. And I insisted on replying without the aid ofa 
"microscope" and we had a nice debate. I referred to this fine new 
book by Jurion in French, I knew my colleagues wouldn't read it so I 
had encouraged his government to develop an edition in English. I 
explained that I had gone over part of the proof that very morning. 

I said that the book would be out in early 1969 and he and I could tell 
how much it was used. 

It turned out later that this little by-play got a lot of comment 
in the halls so I couldn't have had a better chance to advertise the 
book. 

November 1); Dr. D. W. Thorne of Utah State came in early for a 
discussion of some kind of project they are developing with AID to 
look into the opportunities for irrigation in South America, At the 
moment Utah had a good soil scientist on their staff -- Dr. A. R. 
Southard. We agreed to allow him to study our manuscript soil maps 
here in Hyattsville at some convenient time in December or January. 

That same day I had lunch with Hollis Williams. I hadn't realized 
how very bitter he was about Williams, the selection of Ken Grant, and 


of Norman Berg to replace him. 
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On November 15 I made a strong appeal for more Soil Survey funds. 


We had a strong case for funds for publication but certainly not for 


new mapping until we caught up on publication. 


On Saturday and Sunday, November 16 and 17, we pretty well 
cleaned up the leaves for the moment and I spent the afternoons 
arranging the Joyce books, 

November 18 and 19 I spent at correspondence and memos. I had 
also begun to prepare a nomination for Carl Dorny to receive the 
Distinguished Service Award. I was afraid that this might become an 
uphill job. 

From about 10:30 November 20 to about 3:30 November 21 I spent 
going to an executive-training program at Front Royal. A very nice 
young man, William Wigton of SRS, was assigned to drive me out ina 
government car, He was a very fine young man just back not long ago 
from a tour with the Peace Corps in Ethiopia. He has a wife and baby 
and is trying to hold his job and get a Ph. D. in mathematics. I 
had a session of about 34 hours with two separate groups of about 
2 each. These were men from various parts of the Department from about 
Grade GS-12 to GS-1. Some were young, some were old, and most in the 
middle. Also 5 or 6 from State departments of agriculture were there. 

I lectured to them for about an hour about the development of 
American agriculture and the enormous changes in it since the 
Department was founded. The main thrust was to expose the fallacies 
caused by confusiong "farming" with "agriculture." By far the majority 
of people working in agriculture were not working on farms, I really 
laid it on the line and explained how backward the Department, the 


land-grant colleges, and the fam organizations were in not understanding 


=~ 


¥ my 


-2o00t youre [lof eiam set faeqqs gaorta s ebu FOL cecmevou nt 
10% Jon yfoisdtes tud aolcnoliiog tot ebay? st ease yoows ea 
etoliveo tidug ao qu Sdypaeo ew Lita till 
{few ytterq ew ,{f bre Gf todmevol _.\sbrwe bas ysbutst ay i 
enoomevis eit tasqe | baw Semon arid “0% eeveal end gr beast 
«22000 soyol ers q 
bad | « & OEM SON AEST Ter a Cnege T vf bre 6s te imevoll 
ag evieve: os yrrot Inn wo! oolvenimon a siege ny of apped? 
oped tiyim eidd tet bietis cow 1 .buewA sodvesd becie buyer bf 

-doft, 
tneqe I [S tedmeveil C€:£ tuwade os OS sedmevoll OF :0L Jsucds nowt! 
eoin yiew A .feyoh snoTd ts me wo1tg wrinisewW-eviivoexe ae od 
smi é¢vo ee evith of Denytens saw . 252 Fo moda Af me liliw PPy? > 
ous griol fom yond fart nam amex ontl yrev 6 eaew GH 4 ta0 tre vs 
(ded bas eliw s aad of .eigotdvi af sqred coset ess détw apod et fc 
[I ,soltemedtiom wf «Sst & Jeg bea dot ein blod of griytd et be 
suods to eqvoty aieteqee cut osiw exwod 4 tvoda to soleses * & 
dvods mort tnemdiagel eg To adisq avoitey mort mam etew ecedT . OB 
eid ot teom bas ,blo etew eave .ymoy etew emot .df-20 od SL-80 | 


S198 asew omdiuniines Io Séreedisqeb evate movt 6 to 2 oe lA 


io dnempoleveh ect éyedatrod ne tveds tol ment-ot bewdsoel I 


a 
z 


edt sonte Jf al seyneno spoortnas ent bas emweivo bres 
es inalist eit eeoaxe of Qew Senreit ctent edT  .bebrrat asw dso 


. = a 
\t ftotem edt act Gi *,emdinotens* div "gered snolestano be 
ro Ba =? 


“iisex I tte me sabinow tom e108. ewtivolige al wnlatrew « 
erg nuda end brevatned. welt emia fare bas endl ett: cha 


ee if | —~* 
waitbastersber fon mt etow ane ina tnayrw fre wih eis one era on f 


mln >. 7 : 


-1070- 


Reece: agriculture. And so on and on. During the rest of the time I 
mainly answered questions. Several of the people in both groups 

| knew my interests and a lot of the questions dealt with foreigh 
agriculture. I dealt with these questions despite the fact that it 

was obvious that many had no background whatever in foreign affairs and 


became a bit bored, 


Friday I got faily well caught up with correspondence, 
On the weekend I took care of most of the leaves on the ground 
, | and worked a bit with the books, 

The week of November 25 was an ordinary one with a lot of 
speculation about who would be Secretary of Agriculture for Nixon, 

I worked a bit on the leaves on Thanksgiving. Robert, Joan, and 
the children came about noon. We had our Thanksgiving dinner in the 
evening. Mary Alice, Stephanie and Randall were also here. 
| I stayed home Friday, November 29 and worked at leaves in the 
morning. After lunch I went with Robert and Joan who were after some 


wines. It was a long way to Pearson's on Wisconsin Avenue. Never had I 


been in such a crowded store anywhere in the world. In the evening 
Mommy invited the Dykes and the Johnsons to have dinner with us. 
Saturday, November 30 I worked on the leaves in the early morning 


and in the afternoon. 


Sunday, December 1 about 6:5 a.m. Mommy took me to Friendship 
airport. I took the plane to Portihand, Oregon. Mel Williams met me 
and we went to his office to look around. I explained to him that I 
was very tired and he drove me to the Quay Inn just on the edge of 


Vancouver, Washington. 
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Some of the people had registered for the meeting that week of the 
Washington State Association of Soil Conservation District Supervisors. 
I chatted with a few, had an early dinner and went to bed. 

Monday, December 2 my biological time clock was still off and 
| I was up about 5:45. Most people here got up late. Only 3 or ) were 
eating breakfast at 7:40. Then too, I had forgotten how awful the 
western newspapers were. 

i I went to the meeting at 9:45 but few people came. Right after 
_dunch I had a television interview. Both the camerman and the 

| interviewer seemed unskilled. I was on a panel to talk about problems 
in suburbia with three others. Then the room was crowded. I had cut 
my talk a bit so that we would be sure to have time for questions. 

The moderator, however, made a speech which wasn't scheduled. This 


took more than the time I'd saved out of my talk. I was the first 


speaker and I think my talk went well although later I was sorry I 
| had cut some of it. 
Then a Donald Nelson spoke. How a man like that got invited I 
don't know. He was billed as an engineer but he was obviously controlled 
by the real estate people. He said that it was necessary to use bad 


soils for housing because all the others had been taken up. What a lies 


Andrew Hess had a very long slide lecture with propaganda for some 
of HUD's schemes to pack houses into a small space where land costs 


were permitted to be very high. 


= 


And so it went. 
I'm sorry that the moderator had planned no question period because 
IT could have had some fun with these fellows. Yet I think I had the 


audience and the press with me, 
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I had another television interview, press photos, and so on. 

Again I went to bed early. 
December 3 Verne Nelson, the A.C. for the Olympia area, Ray Chapin, 

Dale Snyder, and I had an early breakfast and drove in the pouring 

rain to Ulympia. Here I was taken about for conferences with a State 
planning and development group, a polution control board of some sort, 
and a new rather academic planning group. The first group was concerned 
very much with water and flood control and was quite a bit the best. 

The group headed by Dr. Slavin were all recently in universities. Most 
had had essentially no practical experience in community planning, and 
obviously not much through reading either. 

The group on pollution was inexperienced but was much more open 
minded. Some of them had had practical experience in sanitation, 
highway construction, geology, and other specialized jobs. 

We left Olympia about :00 and drove in the rain to Belleview, a 
satelite of Seattle. That evening I attended a dinner put on by the 
local soil scientists for Ray Chapin, the State soil scientist, who was 
retiring about Christmas time or a little after. I had heard rather 
poor reports about Chapin yet I was rather well impresssd with him on 
this trip. Further it was obvious that people in the Service and out 
of it liked him.and trusted him more than anyone else in our State 
office. The Gtate conservationist, Krauter, was a notoriously weak man 
and the tate administrative officer was a terrible bureaucrat. 

December |} we packed up in the morning and went to the local SCS 
office. Here too I had press interviews but spent most of my time in 


seminars with local soil scientists. 
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After lunch we went to the Puget Sound Power Company headquarters. 
I soon discovered that I was to give a speech to a fairly large group 
of people in this Seattle area concerned with community planning, 
sanitation, flood control, and the like. As it turned out this was a 
very good group and we had an excellent discussion or seminar-question period. 
We then left for the airport in time to have dinner there and get on 
the plane which was a little late. 
Bob Mitchel met me at the Spokane airport and took me to my room 
at the Redpath hotel. I went soon to bed. 
December 5. My sleep wasn't too good. The fellow in the next 
room had a loud telephone conversation at 3:00 a.m. and slammed around 
again at 5:00 a.m. I got up and did some reading and writing and about 
8:00 went to the state artes oe a few blockgs away. For most of the 
day I had a seminar with all the soil scientists in the state office 
and a few other people there and the field soil scientists of eastern 
and central Washington. Some of them made a good impression on me, 
especially one young man getting his Master's degree at Pullman. I 
arranged a private chat with him because he said he wanted to work for 
his PH. D. I stworfly ured him to try to get to Cornell or Raleigh 
and I would try to help him. During this day we went over most of the 
important problems and potentials in soil survey work and its applications. 
After this long session I stopped in a book store and got a few things on 
the way back to the hotel. Mitchel came for me and I had dinner with 
a group at his home. 
Except for press interviews the forenoon of December 6 was nearly 


free so I wrote out the speech I was to give a class in English at 
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Montgomery Junior College by telephone the next Monday. This had to do 
With the principles and logical methods of science in relation to 
accuracy of writing and I included quite a bit about the need for 
broad reading by both scientists and arts majors. 

IT had lunch with the Inland Empire Chapter of the Soil Conservation 
Society. After lunch I addressed that group on soils and community 
planning with emphasis on suburbia, recreation, and new communities. 
It seemed to go very well indeed. 

After the meeting I had a good talk with Mitchel and Chapin and 
rested awhile before a fairly early dinner by myself. 

I had an early breadkfast on December 7 and Bob Mitchel came by 
at 6:15 a.m. and took me to the airport. A little like Columbus, I 
went west to Seattle in order to go home. The plane was on time in 
Seattle but I noticed no labor around handling baggage. My plane to 
Baltimore left about on time with a strong west wind. We arrived in 
Friendship about ):30 and I didn't get my bag until the next morning. 
The Northwest handlers had torn my United name tag off when it came 
the next day. 

Sunday, December 8, I worked on books and rested. 

When I got to my office the next Monday morning I found an 
enormous mess of correspondence. Then between 11:00 and 12:00 I gave 
the telephone lecture to the class at Montgomery Junior College. 

That day we had some excellent news which hardly seemed possible: 
Nixon announced that Cliff Hardin, Chancellor of the University of 
Nebraska, would be his Secretary of Agriculture. This promised to be 
some change after 16 years of anti-intellectualism in that office. 

Bat ok wae wet, C4 
On Tuesday we had a technical seminar and I had a brief conference 


with Ken Grant. 
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The next day I worked on the speech for the Pan American group on 
the management of tropical soils. In the afternoon we had the silly 
Christmas: party. 

Thursday, December 12, we had the administrative staff conference 
during the whole forenoon. As usual this was slow. Williams talked 
and talked. 

That evening Mr. and Mrs. Wigton came for dinner at our home. 

Friday Mr. Williams gave us a one-man seminar at staff meeting 
and in the afternoon the Soil Survey staff had a long discussion 
with the PPB staff. 

Saturday, December 1), I completed the tropical soil paper, 
fixed Mary Alice' book shelves, and we gave our kitty Shem a bath. 

Sunday, the next day, was cold and windy. 

Monday, December 16 we started the staff conference with the 
principaz soil correlators at Hyattsville. This was presumed to be our 
last formal conference on the new system of soil classification prior 
to its preparation for publication. 

Tuesday, December 17 I drove to the office in town in order to 
get my correspondence current and especially to attend the FAO interagency 
committee meeting. On the whole this was not a very good meeting but 
informative. 

Wednesday, December 18 I continued with the meeting of principal 
soil correlators at Hyattsville. That evening they and Mr. and Mrs, 
Johnson had dinner at our home. 

The next two days I was at Hyattsville with the principal soil 
correlators. We finished up pretty well with a few questions to be 


worked out the next month. The boys finally took a sensible position 
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for the first time on the eentral concept of the Typic Oxisol -- my 

Red Latosol of the Congo, 

Saturday, December 21, Mommy and I cleaned the leaves out of the 
gutters and got most of them raked off the lawn. 

Sunday, December 22, between 38:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. I completed 
the clean up and put the compost to bed. In the evening we went to a 
little party at the Johnsons and I felt a cough coming on. 

That night I coughed all night and decided to stay home the next day. 
My throat and chest were sore from so much coughing. 

On Christmas Day I was still weak. 

December 26 Robert, Joan, and the children came about 1:00 p.m. 
Robert stayed a while and then left for Friendship to take a plane 
to New York. 

I still felt below normal on December 27 and 28 but manased to 
do a little work. 

Sunday, December 29 I was pleased to watch the Colts win the 
championship of the NFL by beating the Browns 3) to 0. 

Monday, December 30 I went into the office though not feeling well 
so that I could finish the nomination of Carl Dorny for the gold medal. 
Mrs. Sawyer typed it and Cartographic reproduced it so that I got it in 
the next day, December 31. I cleaned up my desk and had the paper on 
tropical soils ready for typing after New Years. 

Thus ended a year with some good things, but on the whole a 


year of troubles. 
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